
 

The Beth Ahabah Museum and Archives (BAMA) wishes you a very happy Chanukah. The festival of 

Chanukah is worthy of our enthusiastic celebration. The holiday’s eight days of dedication of the altar 

commemorates the Jewish freedom fighters’ victory over the Syrian King Antiochus over two thousand 

years ago. The universal theme of Chanukah is this fight for religious freedom. We mark the holiday with 

special services, prayers, special foods, games, and songs. We exchange gifts but are also encouraged to 

give to charity in the true spirit of the holiday. 

The festival of Chanukah recounts the story of freedom and includes a host of heroic figures. We 

celebrate Chanukah in our homes with our families and friends, recalling its message about the age-old 

struggle of the Jewish people to remain Jewish in a largely non-Jewish world.  

The museum’s collections include many Sabbath and Chanukah Menorahs. Most are simple and 

unadorned; others are more ornate and unusual. The three Menorahs in the preceding photograph are 

described below.  

Travel Menorahs, often called pocket Menorahs, were made because it was not always possible for Jews 

to remain at home during the holidays. The small silver Menorah was crafted in Poland during the last 

decade of the 19th century. It was made in the form of a book and the Hebrew letters on its spine spell 

“Chanukah.” It was donated to the museum by Saul and Jackie Viener in 1986.      

The large oil-burning brass Menorah also came from 19th century Poland. It depicts the façade of a 

building that may be a synagogue, as suggested by the arched windows. Two birds perch atop the 

balustraded roof while two others appear on the sides and serve to affix the front grate, which can be 

removed for cleaning. The side panels depict two rampant lions holding twin servant lights, which would 

have been used during the Sabbath.  

The final Menorah was made in 21st century Virginia by Linda Gissen. Gissen used an acetylene torch to 

melt bronze, which she applied to her sculpture one drop at a time. Of her art, one critic wrote: 

“Inspired by her Jewish heritage, Gissen informs her work with a spirit—sometimes of awe and 

reverence—sometimes a wry playfulness.” The Menorah was donated to the museum by Anne Long.  

The nightly lighting of the Menorah symbolizes our spiritual resistance to those who would do us harm. 

Let’s remember, “not by might and not by power, but by My Spirit, says the Lord” (Zech.4:6).  

For our holiday hours, please check our home page, bethahabah.org/bama/. The Beth Ahabah Museum 

and Archives is Richmond’s museum of Jewish history and culture.  We are located at 1109 W. Franklin 

Street and are open Sunday through Thursday from 10:00 to 3:00.  


