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What Lies Beneath
BY RABBI AMY BERNSTEIN

Ironically, until I lived
in northern Minnesota,
the real meaning of Tu
B’Shevat had been lost
on me. The celebration
of the first pulling of
sap into trees on the
15th day of the lunar
month of Shevat (which
most often occurs in
February) had never
held much significance
for me, but in Duluth it
had even less meaning
because everything
was frozen. As a rabbi,
I struggled with how to
make a holiday about
the first flowing of sap
and the first hint of blossoming meaningful for Jewish people
who saw nothing but snow, ice, frozen ground, and no vegetation
anywhere. This holiday seemed completely irrelevant to my
congregation. So I knew I had to go and learn….
In reading (voraciously) about this holiday, I learned that more
than half a tree is underground and that the forces that ultimately
result in fruition begin long before we have evidence that they
are hard at work. We had no reliable evidence that spring would
ever return to the Northland, and yet Jewish tradition, like natural
science, teaches that most of the powers that lead plants and
humans to real growth are unseen.

As Jews and as human beings longing to be different from what
we are, on Tu B’Shevat we must wait and struggle with our own
impatience. This is the beauty and challenge of Tu B’Shevat. We
tend and we act as if we trust that there will be a blossoming of
new life, even as we face the bare branches of our losses, hurts
and disappointments.
So often we focus on the liberation of Pesah and ignore the heartchilling realities that define us and ready us for redemption. I take
pride in the fact that we are a people who declare that, in the
face of the most unspeakable acts of human cruelty, as well as
the great kindness and compassion people can show one another,
there is a holy place of becoming that we cannot yet see.
I told my congregation in icy Duluth: “Hold on. Passover, freedom,
is coming!” But what Duluth taught me is that the seeds of
Passover are already here: Redemption, freedom, rebirth, and
renewal are already here in the frozen places. We are called to
affirm our trust that the sap is rising, the tree will blossom, the
sun will rise, and that we owe a debt of gratitude to the Source of
Life in whom we move and have our being.
To me, the Jewish questions of this season are: What in our lives
remains underground and needs our tending? What is it that we
are not ready to acknowledge that so yearns to grow? What is
required of us right now, in the shadow of our own self-doubt,
that we reach deeply into who we are meant to become?
The months from February through April are an arc from Tu
B’Shevat to Purim to Passover. During this season, may we do the
work of reaching deep into the dark and frozen part of our lives
and journeying through the corridor of joy that is Purim. May we
emerge a people truly liberated to fulfill our mission of building a
world community of justice and peace.

from the

president

BY MICHAEL LUREY

On many occasions that I have spoken to our Congregation -- at High Holidays, annual membership
meetings and other gatherings -- I have shared how much I enjoy being President and having the
opportunity to work closely with our Clergy, Trustees, Senior Staff and other staff members. I have
encouraged you to get involved in temple activities. For me, Judaism is not just a religion; it is a way of life. I hope I bring our shared
Jewish values to everything that I do. I am reminded of Harvard math professor, Tom Lehrer, who wrote satirical music for a TV show
in 1964 called “That Was the Week That Was.” A favorite song of mine was entitled the “Vatican Rag.” Lehrer said if you want to sell
religion, you need to have a catchy theme song.
I grew up in Chicago, near the boundary with Skokie, IL. My father wasn’t particularly religious, but, fortunately for me, my mother
was. The family attended a Conservative temple in Skokie and my mother pushed me to go through religious training and become Bar
Mitzvah. Typical of that era, the joy of Hebrew school was not afforded to either of my sisters.
When I moved to Malibu following law school, it was natural to look for a temple to join. The Jewish Congregation of Pacific Palisades,
as KI was then known, was the “neighborhood shul.” So I attended a Friday night service and found it to be a pleasant place, with
lots of English in the readings (unlike in my Conservative upbringing). Rabbi Winokur and Cantor Bienenfeld were engaging, and we
joined the Temple. I don’t recall either the rabbi or cantor playing the guitar at a service. The temple building was a single story California ranch style affair. Even in 1971, ceiling tiles were in need of repair or replacement. I’m not sure when I learned that I had joined
a Reconstructionist community or how long it took me to understand what that meant. But as I came to understand Reconstructionist
Judaism, it brought our religion closer to me.
My family and I grew up with KI, and my children became Bat and Bar Mitzvah here in the early 1980’s. A young, gregarious cantor
named Chayim Frenkel joined us in the mid 1980’s followed a year later by a learned rabbi named Steven Carr Reuben. KI had joined
the 20th Century.
I attended temple religious and social events and got to know the Clergy and some of the lay leaders of our congregation. I made
life-long friends through these activities and joined a havurah. Decades later, we still share tickets for Disney Hall with those friends.
Someone asked me to join the Board, which I did in the late 80’s, and I found it a terrific experience to devote time and thought to our
religious community and to direct some energy away from my business world.
I was around when the dream of our present sanctuary took shape, and wound up part of the capital campaign in the early to mid1990s which resulted in the construction of our beautiful religious home in 1997.
Many families let their temple memberships lapse when their children are off to college. For me, I found I could devote more time to
our religious community then, and continue to engage with life-long friends we had made through our shared experiences. I also had
time to explore the tenets of our religion in ways I hadn’t paid attention to before. To this day, each High Holiday period is a chance to
pause and reflect on the year just ended and ponder our future. The High Holy Days provide a framework for my life.

KI Quartery

2

In recent years, KI has expanded our Clergy and staff. Assistant Rabbi Nick Renner joined us this year and is an outstanding addition to
our Clergy. I am grateful for the chance to hear him educate our Board with a D’var Torah at our monthly meetings from time to time.
And our terrific Member Engagement Associate, Devorah Servi, who joined us last year, is available to assist our members to enjoy your
participation in our Congregation. One of her tasks is to connect our members with just the right activities at KI for you. We have a vast
variety of educational and social activities. Give them a try.

prayer

shabbat

TOUCHOFTORAH
BY RABBI EMERITUS STEVEN CARR REUBEN, PH.D.
April 4 | Pesah
Every year we retell the story of the Exodus from Egypt,
and how “with a strong hand and an outstretched arm”
God freed us from slavery. This week you might identify
the things in your life to which you are currently enslaved,
and the kind of “strong hand” that you need to help free
you from that enslavement. Find someone to whom you
can stretch out your arm in friendship, support or love and
thereby help free them as well.

March 14 | Vayakhel-Pekudey (Exodus 35:1-40:38)
Moses asks the people to voluntarily contribute their gold
and silver to help build the sanctuary in the desert, and this
first building campaign in Jewish history had to be called
off because the people were so generous that they had
more money than they needed. Perhaps this is the week to
pick a personal tzedakah project for you or your family and
follow in our ancestor’s footsteps.

April 11 | 8th Day of Pesah
(7th day of the counting of the Omer)
As we reach the end of Pesah we realize we have
barely begun our traditional seven week journey called,
“Counting the Omer” which is the spiritual time in our
ancestor’s liberation between the Exodus from Egypt and
receiving the Torah at Mount Sinai. This is a perfect time to
begin counting your own life blessings, the many moments
of person freedom and liberation you have experienced
along your own life journey while seizing this spiritual
opportunity to redirect your life to creating your own
“Torah” of wisdom, giving yourself permission to discover
a path of even greater personal fulfillment and satisfaction.

March 21 | Vayikra (Leviticus 1:1-5:26)
The book of Leviticus is filled with descriptions of offerings
and sacrifices that the people had to bring to the temple.
The very first portion contains the Biblical expectation
that both rulers and common people will sin. Judaism
is fundamentally a democratic and egalitarian spiritual
civilization, expecting both the best and the worst from
everyone. Think this week of things you have done that you
regret and choose a way of making amends to yourself or
to others.
March 28 | Tzav (Leviticus 6:1-8:36)
This portion teaches the Children of Israel the details of the
different kinds of animal sacrifices they were to bring to
the Priests in the temple. What is the nature of “sacrifice”
today? You might think about what you are willing to
sacrifice to achieve success, fulfillment and a sense of
meaning and purpose in your life. What are the ways in
which you demonstrate your thanks or gratitude for the
blessings that surround you each day?

April 18 | Shemini (Leviticus 9:1-11:47)
This week’s portion outlines the traditional Jewish dietary
laws of what is and is not permissible to eat. “Kosher”
really means “spiritually fit” to consume, so perhaps this
week you can heighten your awareness of what you put
into your body, and the impact on your spiritual side of
the food you eat. You might make one decision this week
not to eat something that causes harm to your body as a
spiritual gift to your soul.
April 25 | Tazri’a-Metzora (Leviticus 12:1-15:33)
These two portions (one of three double portions this
month) teach the Torah laws of how to treat those who are
sick with socially fearful illnesses. We learn of compassion
for the suffering and the natural fears that affect the
healthy. You might think of the times you have been sick
and how lonely it can feel. Think of one thing you might do
this week to reach out to someone who is alone, recently
divorced, ill, or recently experienced the death of a loved
one and remind them that who they are matters regardless
of the specific circumstances of their lives.

May 2 | Aharey Mot-Kedoshim (Leviticus 16:1-20:27)
The center of the Torah is contained in this portion, and
the central message of the Torah is “Kedoshim te’heyu”
“Be Holy!” We all search for holiness in life and the Torah
teaches this week that holiness is found in the way we
treat ourselves and others and our actions that can create
holiness in the world. Find ways this week to bring more
holiness into your own life each day.
May 9 | Emor (Leviticus 21:1-24:23)
This portion teaches ethical lessons by way of specific
ritual rules for priests. Thus, we are not to consume blood
to learn sanctity of life, we don’t eat scavengers so that
we shun such behavior ourselves, and we treat animals
in such a way as to avoid unnecessary pain to sensitize
us to the pain of all living creatures. Notice this week the
many ethical lessons that you can learn from the animals
in your life.
May 16 | Behar-Behukotay (Leviticus 25:1 – 27:34)
The Torah commands us to give even our land a rest
every 7 years. It is a profound teaching of respect for
the earth and our responsibility to nurture and protect
our environment. Find several ways you can encourage
the earth and our natural resources to rest from the
destruction of modern technology and industry this week.
May 23 | Bemidbar (Numbers 1:1-4:20)
We begin the Book of Numbers this week with a census of
the Israelite tribes and the Jewish people. Think of the ways
in which you are also willing to “stand up and be counted”
within the Jewish community as well.
May 30 | Naso (Numbers 4:21-7:89)
This week’s portion contains words of blessing recited
more often than any other in Jewish history. It is the
traditional “priestly benediction,” which the rabbis and
cantor recite over every bar and bat mitzvah, wedding
couple and special occasion in Jewish life. It begins, “May
God bless and protect you.” Think of three ways you have
been blessed this week. The second part says, “May God’s
face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.” See if you
can think of three ways this week in which you experience
the face of God in your life.
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March 7 | Ki Tisa (Exodus 30:11-34:35)
In this week’s portion we find another example of Biblical
characters modeling human flaws. Aaron tries to duck
personal responsibility for the Golden Calf by telling Moses
that he took the gold that was given to him “...and I cast
it in the fire, and there came out this calf.” (Ex. 32:24).
Think of ways that you too, avoid accepting responsibility
for results in your life, and resolve to take back the
responsibility for your own life.

Our B’nai Mitzvah
Caleb Crain, son of Amy
Bersch and Christopher
Crain, will be called to the
Torah as a Bar Mitzvah on
March 7, 2015 at 10:00 AM

Lea Fleck, daughter of
Rochelle Huppin and Gary
Fleck, will be called to the
Torah as a Bat Mitzvah on
March 7, 2015 at 4:30 PM

Access Books and Koreh LA

Grace Milstein, daughter
of Angela and Mark
Milstein, will be called to
the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah
on March 14, 2015 at
4:30 PM

Soup Sisters

Jack Kendall, son of
Wendy Bishop and David
Kendall, will be called to the
Torah as a Bar Mitzvah on
March 21, 2015 at 4:30 PM

Seal Beach
Animal Care Center

Photo
not available

Ruby Solomon, daughter
of Dana and Jerry Solomon,
will be called to the Torah
as a Bat Mitzvah on March
14, 2015 at 10:00 AM

Leah Alkin, daughter of
Michelle and Grant Alkin,
will be called to the Torah
as a Bat Mitzvah on March
28, 2015 at 4:30 PM

Stella Koondel, daughter
of Staci and Scott Koondel,
will be called to the Torah
as a Bat Mitzvah on
April 11, 2015 at 10:00 AM

The Friendship Circle
Schneider Children's
Medical Center of Israel

One Simple Wish

Dylan Leight, daughter of
Brit and Larry Leight, will be
called to the Torah as a Bat
Mitzvah on April 25, 2015
at 4:30 PM

Sara Stohl, daughter of
Ashly and David Stohl, will
be called to the Torah as
a Bat Mitzvah on May 2,
2015 at 10:00 AM

Emma Kendall, daughter
of Wendy Bishop and David
Kendall, will be called to
the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah
on March 21, 2015 at
4:30 PM

Seal Beach
Animal Care Center

Naomi Shacham,
daughter of Dana Berez
and Eitan Shacham, will be
called to the Torah as a Bat
Mitzvah on April 11, 2015
at 4:30 PM

Talia Koch, daughter of
Ilana and Klaus Koch, will
be called to the Torah as
a Bat Mitzvah on May 2,
2015 at 4:30 PM

Tree People
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Felix Ziering, son of
Godeleine and Ira Ziering,
will be called to the Torah
as a Bar Mitzvah on May 9,
2015 at 10:00 AM

Joby Levit, daughter of
Ann and Steve Levit, will be
called to the Torah as a Bat
Mitzvah on May 9, 2015
at 4:30 PM

Tutor for School on Wheels

Amelia Nathanson,
daughter of Audra and Jeff
Nathanson, will be called to
the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah
on May 16, 2015 at
10:00 AM

Food Forward

March - May
Tessa Levy, daughter of
Serena and Shawn Levy, will
be called to the Torah as
a Bat Mitzvah on May 16,
2015 at 4:30 PM

Sabrina De Paula Da
Silva, daughter of Marcia
De Paula and Lucas Da
Silva, will be called to the
Torah as a Bat Mitzvah on
May 30, 2015 at 10:00 AM

3 R D A N N U A L K I FA MILY R E T R EAT
May 1-2 at Brandeis Bardin in Simi Valley

There are two ways to participate:
• Join us for the entire retreat •
• Come for Shabbat, including services, dinner, and a family campfire •

To register, go to the ECC or JEC webpages at www.ourKI.org.

Interview with Rabbi Bernstein
BY CONGREGANT JUDY SILK
PUBLISHED, IN PART, IN THE PALISADES NEWS
I had the good fortune to travel through Israel with our Senior
Rabbi Amy Bernstein last summer with KI. I had a chance to talk
with her at the home she shares with daughter, Eliana, and her
partner, Judy, for an interview for the Palisades News.

back into religious life. I participated in Hillel, which is very liberal.
But still, it didn’t hit me at my core, as the services were all in
English and I was used to a more profound practice. But as a
feminist I wasn’t welcome at the Chabad.

JS: Were you raised as a Reconstructionist?

JS: So the very reform worship was too lax and Chabad was too

restrictive? Is that when you discovered Reconstructionism?
AB: No. My father had come from an Orthodox family, but

was not an observant Jew and my mother was a southern Baptist
who chose to convert. The irony of growing up that way was
that I understood there were lots of ways into Jewish identity
and practice.
JS: When did you transition from Orthodoxy?
AB: At 16. I left the Orthodox yeshiva,

as my feminist roots were at odds with
Orthodox practice. Girls were not allowed to study Talmud, and the boys
seemed unappreciative and derisive.
And I wanted so much to continue to
study in that way.
JS: You were a little Yentle-like.
AB: Yes. I got all kinds of answers, like

‘girls are naturally more spiritual than
boys so they don’t need to study.” But I
was inquisitive, wanting to question and
argue and learn. So, I left the yeshiva
and went to a high school for the performing arts summer program.
I auditioned for and got into their
touring company.
JS: That sounds very different than what

you’d been used to.
AB: I went from a small community
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to another small community. It was
more similar than you would think; we
rehearsed, had a cultural identity, rituals.
JS: Where did you go to college?
AB: I went to Northwestern. I was a

double major in English lit and anthropology and I was searching for a way

AB: When I moved back to Atlanta after college, my friends

encouraged me to go to a gay and lesbian synagogue in Atlanta. I
was skeptical. This was Reconstructionist. I didn’t know what that
was. Reconstruction what? But I was welcomed, brought in. The
rabbi was an open lesbian and was able to perform all the rituals.
She wore the kippah and prayer shawl, which was not what I
was used to from Orthodoxy and Conservative practice. She was also was tone deaf
– couldn’t carry a tune in a bucket – so
when she learned that I could read Hebrew and I knew all the prayers, and could
also chant, she asked me to be Cantor for
Yom Kippur Services. It was the first time I
had ever heard a woman’s voice chanting
Kol Nidre, the most moving and symbolic
piece of music in our liturgy, and it was my
own voice. It was a powerful moment. I
cried. I knew something had changed.
I was at a time in my life when I had to decide what I was going to do – go to graduate school or continue performing. I knew
that I wanted to do something where I
could serve people and have a diverse life
and something that I could grow with. So
I chose to go to the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College in Philadelphia. It wedded
the best of what Judaism had to offer: the
richness of traditional elements, the ritual,
the Hebrew, the melodies with a socially
progressive, egalitarian liberal approach.
JS: Were you offered the job in Duluth

from there?
AB: Yes. I was first a visiting rabbi. I

wasn’t sure they were ready for a gay
rabbi, but they came to the conclusion that
they were. I stayed there for 14 years until
I got the offer from KI.

JS: Kehillat Israel takes congregants to Israel every other year.

JS: What was it like to see your name on the banner welcoming

Our congregation was there just as the war was beginning. What
would you like people to know about Israel?

us to the hotel in Jerusalem?

AB: The reality of the Middle East today is extremely complicated

into Jerusalem, see the walls of the old city and then a banner
with my name on it on the wall of the hotel. I didn’t think I’d live
to see that in my lifetime. It was very moving.

and nuanced and too often we paint things with a broad stroke.
The conversation becomes binary, left/right, right/wrong, and that
is not productive. We devolve into arguing from our emotional
attachments rather than an exploration of the real issues. And
that is troubling to me.

AB: It was a remarkable thing for me, very emotional, to come

Read the entire interview at www.ourKI.org.

from the
executive director

BY MATT DAVIDSON

You are not alone
Ever wonder what our name, Kehillat Israel means?

Kahal
a theocratic organizational structure in ancient Israelite society, and a quasi-governmental authority in Jewish communities
of the Middle Ages.
Kehilla (modern) (pl. Kehillot)
the elected local communal (secular as well as religious) Jewish structure in Central and Eastern
Europe (Poland’s Second Republic, the Baltic States, Ukrainian People’s Republic) during the interwar period (1918–1940)
Kehilla (modern)
community or congregation
Add the "t" to Kehilla, and you get: community or congregation of Israel.
Community (as defined on dictionary.com)
1. a social group of any size whose members reside in a specific locality, share government, and often have a common
cultural and historical heritage.
2. a locality inhabited by such a group.
3. a social, religious, occupational, or other group sharing common characteristics or interests and perceived or perceiving
itself as distinct in some respect from the larger society within which it exists (usually preceded by the): the business community;
the community of scholars.
4. a group of associated nations sharing common interests or a common heritage: the community of Western Europe.
5. Ecclesiastical. a group of men or women leading a common life according to a rule.
Kehillat Israel is your community.
KI Quarterly
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Whether you connect to members of KI through social, religious, cultural, educational, occupational, recreational, or environmental
interests (to name only a few), whatever you are searching for in community can be found here at KI. Be a seeker. Explore all that KI
has to offer. Try something new in 2015. Volunteer with KINCaring. Come to a JNet meeting. Check out a Next Dor event. Connect to
your community in new ways. Join us for a monthly Tikkun Olam project and dinner. Sit on a committee. Travel with KI to Israel, Cuba,
or Eastern Europe. Life is too short to live it in isolation. You are not alone. Engage in your Kehillat Israel. Our arms are wide open. The
opportunities are limitless. It’s all up to you.

community

enrichment

Enrichment at KI infuses life-long Jewish learning into our community by offering a wide range of arts, cultural and
educational experiences. Choose a class, workshop, program or event that will expand your horizons and deepen
your spiritual connection to Judaism. Featured events this spring include:
KI Sacred Circle
1st Wednesday of each month
March 4, April 1, May 6, 7:00-9:00 PM at KI
Facilitated by Carmen Wurgel of The Ojai Foundation’s Center for Council
Practice, this circle is for everyone, including those experiencing life’s joyous
milestones, going through challenges or transitions, losing a loved one,
starting or ending a relationship, celebrating success or just struggling with
being human - whatever we find ourselves experiencing. This is a space to
join together, share stories, and connect.

KI Sacred Circle

Jewish Mysticism
2nd Wednesday of the month
March 11, May 13, June 10, 7:00-8:30 PM at KI
(No class April 8 due to Women's Passover Celebration)
Jewish Mysticism is a continuation of last year’s study group: Bringing Jewish Spirituality into the
Jewish Experience, and uses the same book, Jewish Mysticism and the Spiritual Life. This learning
opportunity will enable congregants to gain familiarity with the rich history and texts of our ancient
tradition. Together, we will delve into major teachings and consider rich, meaningful practice in our
everyday life.

Tales of the Talmud: What are the Rabbis Telling Us?
4th Wednesday of each month
March 25, May 27, June 24, 7:00-8:30 PM at KI
(No class April 22 due to Israel Matters Week)
Join Rabbi Renner for the last sessions of Tales of the Talmud. Together, the group will
delve into the fascinating stories and characters found in the Talmud, and you may find
that they resonate with your own life, relationship to Judaism and the divine. Materials
are supplied and texts will always be available in English.
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Community Celebration: Rabbi Bernstein Turns 50!
Friday, March 20, 7:00 PM at KI
Come to a special Shabbat as we wish a Happy Birthday to Rabbi Bernstein. Help us welcome Rabbi
Bernstein into her 50th year at a lovely Shabbat service and extended Oneg. After the service we will
enjoy birthday cake and festivities, including music and a fun photo booth. Let’s celebrate with
Rabbi Bernstein!

enrichment
Pesah Play: “Freedom Song” from Beit T’shuvah
Sunday, March 29, 4:00 PM at KI
Freedom Song is a transformative musical performed by Beit T’shuvah treatment center clients
coping with addiction. By interweaving a Passover Seder with personal stories of addiction,
Freedom Song poses one stark question: “What are you a slave to?” The cast of Freedom Song
is not a cast of actors; they are actual addicts in recovery that have broken off the shackles of
drugs, alcohol, gambling, and other destructive behaviors. Using song and dance, tears and
laughter, and an intense post show discussion with the cast, Freedom Song will open your eyes
to the real life struggle against the ‘bondage of self’ that we fight every day.
Israel Matters Week
April 19-24
A week-long opportunity to engage with Israel through dialogue, education, action, and celebration. This
exciting week will include opportunities to learn together about Israel’s trials and successes, its history and
future. Some of the highlights include:
Thursday, April 23 at 7:00 PM: Screen a fantastic Israel-themed film at KI’s Movie Night, “The Other
Son,” the story of two sons, one from an Israeli family and one from a Palestinian family, who discover they
were accidentally switched at birth.
Friday, April 24 during Shabbat: Let’s Party! In honor of Yom Ha’Atzmaut, Israel’s Independence Day,
we will celebrate with delicious Israeli food, song, and dance. Join us for Shabbat and stay after for a fun
Israeli folk dance party.
Put Israel Matters Week on your calendar and stay tuned for more exciting details about the
week’s festivities!

6:45 PM Seating I 7:00 PM Screening
Popcorn and dessert will be served
Q&A session follows each screening
March 26: “Brave Miss World” with Q&A with Miss Israel, Linor Abargil. At the age of 18, Miss Israel Linor
Abargil was a rape victim just six weeks before she was crowned Miss World. This film follows her inspiring story
from being a victim of sexual assault, her crowning of Miss World, and now her activism against sexual assault as
a lawyer.

Save the Date: May 28
For more details and to RSVP for all programs and events, please go to www.ourKI.org.

9
KI Quarterly

April 23: “The Other Son” with TBD Q&A. As he prepares to join the Israeli army for his national service, Joseph
discovers he is not his parents’ biological son, but that he was inadvertently switched at birth with Yassin, the
son of a Palestinian family from the West Bank. This revelation turns the lives of these two families upside-down,
forcing them to reassess their respective identities, their values and their beliefs.

KasIno Night


SATURDAY, JANUARY 31, 2015

Kehillat Israel friends and family came together on Saturday, January 31st
for the perfect evening of fun and gambling benefiting the KI Annual Fund.
The night was filled with the cheers of winning hands, a thrilling poker tournament,
exciting live auction, heated silent auction competition, music and more. We are grateful to our
KasIno Night committee and sponsors for supporting KI through this wonderful night.

KasIno Night exceeded our expectations, bringing in over $200,000!
KI Quartery
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Due to the phenomenal success of this event,
we are 93% of the way toward bridging
the daunting $1,000,000 Annual Fund budgetary deficit.
But, we still need your help!
Help us get to 100% by giving now: www.ourKI.org/donate




A special thank you to our extraordinary

KasIno Night committee:

Melissa Arman
Rachel Asher
John Benun

Laurie Haller
Courtney Harrow
Kristen Klein

Janet Leahy
Marty Nislick



KI is honored to acknowledge the members who sponsored
KasIno Night
Full House Sponsor: $ 10,000
Anonymous
Melinda Goodman
Ellie Kanner
Rosalind & Mark Schurgin
Dave Zuckerman

HIgh Roller Sponsor: $ 5,000
Anonymous
Pam and Alan Bergman
Rabbi Amy Bernstein
& Judy Griffith
Richard Chanin
Judy & Mitchell Cohen

Janice & Billy Crystal
Davey Family
Anna Sanders Eigler
Laurie & Jon Feltheimer
Marsi & Cantor Chayim Frenkel
Laura and Louis Karasik

Marla & Brett Messing
Audra & Jeff Nathanson
Wendi & Robert Resnick
Rebecca & Steven Schwartz
Miranda & Brett Tollman
Kevin Yorn

Patron Sponsor: $2,500
Anonymous
Kira & Craig Cooper
Priscilla & Jamie Halper
Eve & Glenn Jaffe
Rachel & Bruce Jeffer
Jo Ann & Charlie Kaplan
Shanaz & Jack Langson
Wendy & Gary Leshgold

Lois Yaffee & Steven Lewis
EJ & Gregory Milken
Family Foundation
Angela & Mark Milstein
Kerry & Robert Morris
Lisa & Richard Rogg
Linda & Michael Rosen

Linda & Tony Rubin
Stephanie & Jordan Schur
Carole & Sophia Schwartz
Shinderman Family
Marcie & Greg Sinaiko
Miriam & Larry Stein
Amy & Brian Weitman



Thank you to our event committee, our sponsors,
and our generous membership for making the evening such a success!
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education

early childhood center

Great Guide for Parents
BY JULIE DEBRON
DIRECTOR OF EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER

Parent education is one of the most
important aspects of the ECC. It is
impossible, and unacceptable to
work with children without working
with their parents. These learning
moments build skills and most
importantly relationships with
everyone involved, whether as
doorway conversations, conferences,
email exchanges or notes. Their
value is immeasurable.
As a parent, I understand the need to continually educate myself
with new ideas, try new methods and arm myself with as many
skills as possible to handle the predictable and unpredictable
experiences that make up the treasured memories of parenthood.
I’m so enamored with the idea of knowledge that my nightstand
(and I admit, an area under my bed) have become the impromptu

parenting library in my home. My children will ask what I’m
reading (we try to read 20 minutes each night together all
sprawled on my bed) and I’ve answered “parenting books.” My
youngest asked, “Do you have to go to school to be a parent? Is
this your homework?” I thought about it and in my mind thought,
“Hey, that should be required,” but chose to respond with,
“Nope, I don’t have to go to school but I like to learn, so I read.”
His response: “You know you can Google it, right?”
So YOU don’t have to Google it, I’d like to recommend a few
books from my personal library that I have found immensely helpful and hope you will too. P.S. If you have any good recommendations please don’t hesitate to email me at jdubron@ourKI.org. I’d
love to add them to my nightstand list.
Reviews on the next page.

ECC Parent Speaker Series:
Belonging, Believing, Behaving: the Many Benefits of
a Positive Jewish Identity in Children
Thursday, May 14 at KI
7:00 PM refreshments, 7:30 PM Rabbi Amy speaks
Learn why and how creating a positive Jewish identity in children increases their sense of security,
develops their capacity for empathy, and contributes to moral and ethical development.
KI Quartery
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Studies suggest that children who are raised as part of a faith-based community experience many lifelong
benefits. These benefits are especially protective against risky behavior in adolescence. Jewish identity
confers added benefits related to belonging to a people.
Join Rabbi Bernstein for a lively, spirited, uplifting conversation about why a Jewish identity matters more
than ever. Everyone is welcome, no fee to attend but RSVP required. Visit www.ourKI.org/ecc

early childhood center
“In this influential work about the staggering divide between children and the outdoors, child advocacy
expert Richard Louv directly links the lack of nature in the lives of today's wired generation -- he calls it
nature-deficit -- to some of the most disturbing childhood trends, such as the rises in obesity, attention disorders, and depression. Last Child in the Woods is the first book to bring together a new and growing body of
research indicating that direct exposure to nature is essential for healthy childhood development and for the
physical and emotional health of children and adults. ”http://richardlouv.com
The title says is all and when I say it works, I mean IT WORKS!!! From day one I
read the comics that are included and tried them on my own children.
MIRACULOUS!!! Imagine going from, “Put the milk away, please,” 100 times
until you scream, “How many times have I asked you to put the milk away?” to,
“Milk left out turns sour." That’s a direct quote from the book and would you
believe it worked? I said it as calm as can be and like magic, my son looked up
at me and said, "Ok," and walked to the table, got the milk and put it away.
This is the easy, breezy book to use in those crunch time situations when you are
ready to pull your hair out but have the cognizance left to leave the room for a
few moments. During that brief interlude this book reads like a recipe. Locate your
topic in the table of contents and then turn to the pages where it presents natural
and logical consequences for children who are cooperative and children who are not. I don’t always agree
with the solutions, but just taking the time away from whatever is happening and getting a different
perspective allows my own creative juices to begin to flow, and then I can problem
solve with my children more productively.
I distinctly remember hearing “You’re not the boss of me,” the first time from my own children. It was an
under the breath murmur that indicated he knew he crossed the line. And he did. My choices: explode or
calmly remember some of the user friendly teachings that help support the values of gratitude and honesty
among others. The concepts outlined help in so many situations. I often remind myself in those crazy
moments of a simple line in chapter three: “Life is filled with decisions that need to be made." So true,
and you can read more about help with that in this great read.

Your kids will love spending the summer at KI. Summer Camp begins June 29
and runs until August 7. To learn more or enroll your son or daughter, contact the
ECC! And don’t forget – ECC enrollment is happening now. Enroll your kids for
the fall school year at www.ourKI.org/ecc
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education

jewish experience center

Social Action is Alive and
Well for KI Teens

BY BRIAN AVNER
DIRECTOR OF EXPERIENTIAL EDUCATION

On January 16-19, I had the pleasure
of traveling with eleven of our teens
to New Orleans for a weekend
of Social Action. Joining us were
nine other teens from Wilshire
Blvd. Temple and Santa Monica
Synagogue. Throughout the weekend,
we celebrated Shabbat at Touro
Synagogue, the oldest synagogue
outside of the original 13 colonies,
visited Tulane University Hillel,
experienced worship at the Calvary Baptist Church, and took part
in two amazing social action projects.
On Saturday afternoon we partnered with Youth Rebuilding New
Orleans to clear space for new houses to be built in an area
still trying to recover from Hurricane Katrina. That organization
has built over 300 homes since Katrina struck and sells them
to teachers at a discounted rate as an incentive to move to New Orleans to help improve the educational system in the hardest hit
areas of the city. On Sunday, we visited Our School at Blair Grocery in the Lower Ninth
Ward. We learned that when Katrina hit, that part of the city was completely flooded;
most houses were submerged and destroyed. Our School at Blair Grocery started with
one strawberry plant and has grown to cover over a dozen lots in the neighborhood
with trees, plants, chickens, goats, and a pig! Our teens worked on various projects with
Blair Grocery to help them prepare a garden filled with organic foods with the goal of
continuing the process of recovery in the Lower Ninth Ward.
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We also experienced some of New
Orleans culture including the French
Quarter where we loved eating
beignets at Café Du Monde! I am
so proud of each of the teens who
participated in the experience; they
were outstanding representatives of
our synagogue and the LA Jewish
community. I also want to thank
Zach Zysman and Ariella Rohr for
chaperoning the trip with me.

15

29

4:00 PM Freedom Song by
Beit T’Shuvah

30

No JEC Weekly Sessions

No JEC Weekly Sessions

1:00 PM Avodah

23

16

7:00 PM Phone-a-Thon

9

2

22

9:00 AM 3rd Grade Parent
Day

12:30 PM 6th Grade
Experiential Program (Sofer
Visit)

11:30 AM 3G

10:00 AM KI (Almost)
Monthly Tikkun Olam
Project (Offsite)

8

4:00 PM Hartman Westside
Synagogue Collaborative
Lecture Series (Offsite)

3:30 PM KI Tzedakah Teens
(KITT) Meetings

Daylight Saving Starts

1

31

No JEC Weekly Sessions

24

17

10

11:00 AM KISS Beach
Walk & Brunch (Offsite)

3

1:30 PM KI Sages Bridge

25

7:00 PM Tales of the
Talmud: What Are the
Rabbis Telling Us?

18

6:30 PM JNET Meeting

11

7:00 PM griefHaven Parents Meeting

7:00 PM Jewish Mysticism

4

7:00 PM KI Sacred Circle

Erev Purim

5

26
7:00 PM KI Movie Night

9:00 AM ECC Passover
Seders

19

6:00 PM KI Sages Writing
Workshop

12

10:00 AM KIPA Meeting

9:15 AM ECC Parent
Association Meeting

Purim

tuesday wednesday thursday

9:00 AM OJE Parent Day

monday

2015

8:45 AM OJE

sunday

march
6

saturday

7
9:00 AM Torah Study

27

28

21
9:00 AM Torah Study
11:15 AM Jewish Meditation 4:30 PM Shabbat Service - Leah Alkin
becomes Bat Mitzvah
7:00 PM Shabbat Service

9:45 AM Torah Study

20

9:00 AM Torah Study
11:15 AM Jewish Meditation 4:30 PM Shabbat Service - Emma and
Jack Kendall become B’nai Mitzvah
6:00 PM Shevet Achim
7:00 PM Shabbat Service & 5:30 PM Haverim
Celebration of Rabbi Amy
5:30 PM Yahad 45
Bernstein’s 50’th Birthday

9:45 AM Torah Study

14

4:30 PM Shabbat Service - Grace
Milstein becomes Bat Mitzvah
7:00 PM Family Shabbat
Service

13

10:30 AM KI Monthly Minyan

Dinner

11:15 AM Jewish Meditation 10:00 AM Shabbat Service - Ruby
Solomon becomes Bat Mitzvah
6:15 PM Family Shabbat

9:45 AM Torah Study

9:00 AM Torah Study
11:15 AM Jewish Meditation 10:00 AM Shabbat Service - Caleb
5:00 PM Purim Extravaganza Crain becomes Bar Mitzvah
4:30 PM Shabbat Service - Lea Fleck
7:00 PM Shabbat Service
becomes Bat Mitzvah
and Megillah Reading

9:45 AM Torah Study

friday

* Check online calendar for updates and
full schedule of events.

KI monthly calendar

* Tear out the calendar and post it in your home!

6

5

26

Last Sunday JEC

19

5:00 PM KI (Almost)
Monthly Tikkun Olam Project
& Get to Know Rabbi
Renner BBQ

4:00 PM New &
Prospective Member Social

9:00 AM 3rd Grade Nature
Hike Experiential Program

Israel Matters Week

12

3:30 PM KI Tzedakah Teens
(KITT) Meeting

8:45 AM OJE

27

13

No JEC Weekly Sessions

No JEC Weekly Sessions

Pesah

monday

sunday

april

28

21

14

ECC Resumes and Crazy
Hair Day!

No JEC Weekly Sessions

8

29

22

Yom Hazikaron

15

6:30 PM JNET Meeting

Yom Hashoah

7:00 PM griefHaven Parents meeting

5:15 PM Women’s Passover
Celebration

1

7:00 PM KI Sacred Circle

1:30 PM KI Sages Bridge

2

3

9:00 AM Torah Study

9:00 AM Torah Study

Pesah Second Seder

saturday

4

9:00 AM Torah Study

30

5:00 PM Family Night

23

7:00 PM griefHaven

8:15 PM Israeli Dance Party

24

7:00 PM Shabbat Service

* Tear out the calendar and post it in your home!

25

11:15 AM Jewish Meditation 4:30 PM Shabbat Service - Dylan
5:45 PM KI Sages Shabbat Leight becomes Bat Mitzvah
Dinner

18
9:45 AM Torah Study

9:00 AM Torah Study

5:30 PM Yahad 45

11

7:00 PM KI Movie Night

17
7:00 PM Shabbat Service

6:00 PM Shevet Achim

11:15 AM Jewish Meditation 5:30 PM Haverim

9:45 AM Torah Study

10

10:30 AM KI Monthly Minyan

7:00 PM Family Shabbat and 4:30 PM Shabbat Service - Naomi
Pesah Yizkor Service
Shacham becomes Bat Mitzvah

Dinner

11:15 AM Jewish Meditation 10:00 AM Shabbat Service - Stella
Koondel becomes Bat Mitzvah
6:15 PM Family Shabbat

9:45 AM Torah Study

7:00 PM Shabbat Service

11:15 AM Jewish Meditation

9:45 AM Torah Study

ECC closes for Spring
Break

Pesah First Seder

friday

Yom Ha’atzmaut

16

6:00 PM KI Sages Writing
Workshop

11:00 AM KISS Tea by the
Sea (Offsite)

9

10:00 AM KIPA Meeting

9:15 AM ECC Parent
Association Meeting

tuesday wednesday thursday

2015

* Check online calendar for updates and
full schedule of events.

KI monthly calendar

monday

24
31

25

Memorial Day Ofﬁces
and schools closed

7:30 PM KI Broadway Musical: Grease

3:00 PM KI Broadway Musical: Grease Preview Show

5:00 PM Shavuot Yizkor
Service

Shavuot

17

4:00 PM Vibrant Aging
Workshop

18

11

10

Yom Yerushalayim

4

3

9:00 AM Avodah

9:00 AM Mega Mitzvah Day Last Monday JEC

sunday

may

5

19

12:00 PM KISS Health
Luncheon

12

Last Tuesday JEC

7

27

7:00 PM Tales of the
Talmud: What Are the
Rabbis Telling Us?

20

6:30 PM JNET Meeting

28

7:00 PM KI Movie Night

21

7:00 PM Annual Members
Meeting

6:00 PM KI Sages Writing
Workshop

14

7:00 PM ECC Speaker
Series

13

10:00 AM KIPA Meeting

7:00 PM griefHaven Parents Meeting

7:00 PM KISS Girls Night
Out (Offsite)

9:15 AM ECC Parent
Association Meeting

Lag B’Omer

7:00 PM Jewish Mysticism

6

7:00 PM KI Sacred Circle

1:30 PM KI Sages Bridge

tuesday wednesday thursday

2015

1

saturday

2

9:00 AM Torah Study

9
9:00 AM Torah Study

16

4:30 PM Shabbat Service - Joby Levit
becomes Bat Mitzvah

10:30 AM KI Monthly Minyan

29

9:00 AM Torah Study

30

23

4:30 PM Shabbat Service - Tessa Levy
becomes Bat Mitzvah

9:00 AM Torah Study
11:15 AM Jewish Meditation 10:00 AM Shabbat Service - Sabrina
De Paula Da Silva becomes Bat
7:00 PM Shabbat Service
Mitzvah

9:45 AM Torah Study

7:00 PM Shabbat Service

22

5:45 PM KI Sages Shabbat
Dinner

11:15 AM Jewish Meditation

9:45 AM Torah Study

ECC closes at noon

15

11:15 AM Jewish Meditation 10:00 AM Shabbat Service - Amelia
Nathanson becomes Bat Mitzvah
7:00 PM Shabbat Service

9:45 AM Torah Study

7:00 PM Family Shabbat
Service

8

Dinner & Celebration in
honor of Alice Greenwald

11:15 AM Jewish Meditation 10:00 AM Shabbat Service - Felix
Ziering becomes Bar Mitzvah
6:15 PM Family Shabbat

9:45 AM Torah Study

7:00 PM Shabbat Service

9:00 AM Torah Study
11:15 AM Jewish Meditation 10:00 AM Shabbat Service - Sara Stohl
5:00 PM Tot Shabbat Picnics becomes Bat Mitzvah
4:30 PM Shabbat Service - Talia Koch
5:30 PM Tot Craftivity
becomes Bat Mitzvah
6:00 PM Tot Shabbat

KI Family Retreat
9:45 AM Torah Study

friday

* Check online calendar for updates and
full schedule of events.

KI monthly calendar

* Tear out the calendar and post it in your home!

Wednesday, April 8, 2015 at Kehillat Israel
5:15 pm Hors d’oeuvres in the foyer
6:00 pm learn with Rabbi Bernstein in the Sanctuary
7:00 pm Dinner & Music in the Social Hall
Led by Rabbi Amy Bernstein

Music by Julie Silver

tikkun olam projects:
Local: Wendy’s Walk, Miriam’s House
Global: KIVA Microloans - contributions welcome
to support women entrepreneurs globally
CLIP HERE and return RSVP form

RSVP By april 1, 2015

(return this form, or RSVP online
at www.ourKI.org)
If possible, please seat me with:

KI Quartery
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Fish
Chicken
Vegetarian

Name:
Home or Cell Phone:

Yes, I plan to celebrate!
Number attending @ $75/person
Number of young women,
age 12-18 @ $40/person
KI Sages @ $40/person

$

My donation to KIVA (any amount appreciated)
I’d like to help underwrite the event
or help sponsor a guest.

$

Total Enclosed:

$
$

$
$

Please make checks payable to Kehillat Israel. Tickets will be held at the door. This is an “at cost” event.
For more information, please contact Fontana Cohen at fcohen@ourKI.org, or 424.214.7459.

Dear Women of KI,
We KISS women had a busy Hanukah season, which included our potluck feast and gift exchange, graciously hosted by Lora Fremont, and our dinner gathering at Casa Nostra. Perhaps next year we’ll add a latke
cook-off or other fun Hanukah festivities!
By the time you receive this newsletter, we will already have had our fourth annual Women’s Retreat in February at the Omni Rancho
Las Palmas. Each year we gather for a weekend of restorative, spiritually elevating, and memorable experiences for all. If you have yet
to join us for these trips please make a new year’s resolution to treat yourself next year.
Plans for this year's Women's Passover Celebration are under-way, and we hope to see you then. Please
bring your mom, daughter or special woman in your life, and share this inspirational evening with us on
Wednesday, April 8 at KI.
I am so proud that KISS is a multigenerational group of women. I love watching older moms mentor new
moms, old friends spend time together in community, and new friendships being fostered as we share life’s
journey.
See you next time,
Sari Ehrenreich
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Heart Disease is the leading

cause of death for women in the US?
KISS Health Luncheon
Tuesday, May 19 at KI
With special guest presenter Dr. Chrisandra Shufelt
Join the women of KISS for a fun luncheon filled with important information on
important women’s health topics. Dr. Chrisandra Shufelt NC MP, is Associate Director
of the Barbara
Streisand Cedars Sinai Heart Health Institute, Director of the Women’s Hormone and
Menopause Program, and a board certified internist with advanced training in preventative cardiology and women’s health.

Save the date and look out for more information in April for this
exciting event.
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During the luncheon, Dr. Shufelt will present breakthrough research on hormone
and heart health in an interactive format you won’t want to miss.

Brett and Miranda Tollman
Kindness. Tolerance. Compassion. These three values are incredibly important to Brett and Miranda
Tollman, and they joined KI for these very reasons. The Tollmans sought out an open, warm,
welcoming Jewish community for themselves and their three children – fourteen year old Ella, eleven
year old Jacob, and eight year old Maxwell – and they cite KI’s message that we are all in this
together as a core reason they joined our congregation. They believe that, though we may all be from
different walks of life, it doesn’t matter at KI because the sense of belonging is equal for everyone.
And this is what makes KI truly special.
Though still new members, the Tollmans are making many memories at KI with their children and KI
is serving as a special place of not only joy, but support. Two moments in time stand out to Miranda
and Brett thus far; “hearing my father’s name mentioned at services after his passing was for me a
very comforting moment. To know that others were thinking of my family and that warmth and
strength was being sent our way... meant a lot.” They also note that one of the most incredible moments for their family was, “having
our daughter’s Bat Mitzvah in Israel. Cantor Frenkel officiated and it was one of the most special, beautiful and memorable days. He
made it all the more poignant and personal because he was able to be there.”
For the Tollmans, giving back to the community is just as essential as it is for KI as a whole. “KI holds a special place in the West Side
of LA and whatever we can do to contribute to the ongoing excellent work that is being done is not only necessary, but an honor for
us”. Miranda has volunteered to help deliver meals to the elderly and is happy to see that our community is one that gives back. The
Tollmans see KI as a place of worship, education and community, saying “KI has so many wonderful outreach programs for people
in the community in need, from bereavement support, to helping kids who are struggling, to supporting the elderly who may need
companionship. We are always so touched and impressed with all that this community does for others.”
They look forward to celebrating Jacob’s Bar Mitzvah, which he is studying for now. The Tollmans appreciate the ability to include their
children in everything KI has to offer. This includes Shabbat at the Beach, which the family finds as such a welcoming, modern Shabbat
service. It is so important for KI to include children, like Jacob, Ella, and Maxwell in our community activities as we look to keep the
legacy of our loving and welcoming community alive for the next generation.

New Twist On A Hanukah Tradition
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In December, dozens of Reconstructionist college
students throughout the United States received a special
care package from RRC and Jewish Reconstructionist
Communities. This includes several KI kids whose
parents requested we send a package to their sons and
daughters who are at college right now. Though they
spent Hanukah away from home, they did not have to
forgo their favorite holiday staples. Each college student
received a package containing fair trade chocolate gelt, a
potato, some oil and a small grater. Also included was an instruction sheet explaining
how to make latkes in a dorm room microwave.
This was done as a project of the RRC’s Community Engagement Department. As an
affiliated community, KI was able to offer this special treat to our college kids.

Help the KI Scrip Program
by registering your Ralphs card to
support KI. If you need help
online, please contact
Devorah Servi at dservi@ourKI.org
or call 424.214.7463.

club 20|30
21
35
TO

years
old?

Come socialize, meet new people and find
answers to big questions. Drinks and apps
are on KI! Join us for Beer and Big
Questions with Rabbi Nick Renner.
For more information about Club 20|30,
contact Fontana Cohen at
fcohen@ourki.org or call 424.214.7459.

NEXT DOR
Next Dor welcomes adults (45 and up) whose kids have flown the nest
(and perhaps returned), are soon to fly away,
and those who are not parents. KI's exciting
new empty-nesters group joins together for
social, spiritual, and educational programming, including Shabbat dinners, date nights
and speaker series. Let's enjoy the next dor
(generation) of our lives together, as a community.
To participate or help plan events, please
contact Lainie Sugarman at
lainie@cureourchildren.org or call
310.795.8954.

JNET Chapter Meetings

Wednesdays, March 18, April 15, and May 20
6:30 PM Networking | 7:00 PM Meeting
Network, grab a bite, and learn more about making business
connections within the ever-growing community of Jewish
business people, professionals, trades people, and corporate
executives. RSVPs appreciated.
Your first two meetings are free! For more information
about JNET, visit www.jnetonline.org.
To RSVP, contact programs@ourKI.org or call
424.214.7459.

C A LE N D A R

PLEASE NOTE: The start time for the Shabbat
Dinners is now 5:45 PM. Shabbat Services now start
at 7:00 PM. Shabbat Dinners are held in the Social
Hall. Activities and classes are held in the Chapel or
Library.
For Transportation to our events, please
contact our KINCaring Volunteer Bert Kleinman at
310.295.9963.
For Shabbat Dinners, RSVP to Leslie Zimmer at
lzimmer@ourKI.org or 424.214.7466.
MARCH
4 Wed. 1:30-3:30 PM Bridge (Chapel)
19 Thu. 6:00-7:30 PM Writing Workshop
			(Library)
APRIL
1 Wed. 1:30-3:30 PM Bridge (Chapel)
16 Thu. 6:00-7:30 PM Writing Workshop
			 (Library)
24 Fri. 5:45-7:00 PM Shabbat Dinner
(Social Hall) (Doors open
			
at 5:30 PM, services
			
now start at 7:00 PM
			
on Friday evenings)
			
RSVP to Leslie
MAY
3 Sun. 4:00-6:00 PM Vibrant Aging Workshop
		
(Sanctuary and Foyer)
6 Wed. 1:30-3:30 PM Bridge (Chapel)
21 Thu. 6:00-7:30 PM Writing Workshop
		
(Library)
22 Fri. 5:45-7:00 PM Shabbat Dinner
(Social Hall) (Doors open
			
at 5:30 PM, services
			
now start at 7:00 PM
			
on Friday evenings)
			
RSVP to Leslie
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are you

community

tikkun olam

Mega
Mitzvah
Day
All activities are family-friendly.
Don't miss this wonderful chance to come together
as a community to help heal the world.
We need help in planning projects and engaging our
community in this great big, wonderful tikkun olam
extravaganza. To help, email Fontana Cohen at
fcohen@ourKI.org.
You can help us replenish the Tikkun Olam Fund by
underwriting a project and making the world a better
place. Details to follow.

What you do matters!

KI Quartery
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Save the Date:
Sunday, May 3
9:30 AM - Noon at KI

tikkun olam
A Voice for the Disenfranchised Kids of L.A.
BY DANIELLE BERRIN, SENIOR WRITER, JEWISH JOURNAL
For 18 years, Harriet Zaretsky has been devoting her time to helping the
abused, abandoned and neglected foster children that the rest of society
tends to forget.
Beginning in 1996, she became a court-appointed special advocate with
CASA of Los Angeles, serving as a case manager for some of the most
troubled children in the foster-care system. Out of an estimated 28,000
children in foster care in L.A., CASA takes on approximately 800 cases each
year that are deemed to be the most dire. “This program brings foster kids
in, only when they’re failing,” Zaretsky said. “We’re dealing with the worst
30 percent of foster kids in L.A.” -- meaning, the most vulnerable. In her
role, Zaretsky acts as both an advocate and overseer, tracking individual
cases from start to finish as children make their way out of broken homes
and into the tortuous world of foster care.
To read the full article visit www.ourKI.org/ki-in-the-news

How do YOU want to help
heal the world?
As a Reconstructionist congregation, our membership leads the way.
To share your passion and goals and help the Tikkun Olam Committee
in forging new and innovative paths, contact KI’s Tikkun Olam board
members Laura Diamond at laurandiamond@gmail.com, Michelle Ross at
michellelross@me.com, or Natalie Blake at loonb@aol.com.

Sunday, March 15, 10:00 AM

This month, help “welcome home” a formerly homeless family, with PATH Beyond Shelter. You can
still donate household goods and furniture. Move in day is March 15: together we can move a
grateful family into their brand-new home. Sign up to donate furniture or volunteer for moving day
at www.ourKI.org.
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KI (Almost) Monthly Tikkun Olam Project

community

tikkun olam

The Dirt on "Dirt!" at KI
On December 18 the annual Tikkun Olam Sustainable Film Screening was held in conjunction with NRDC to
feature "Dirt! The Movie," produced and created by KI congregants Bill and Laurie Benenson. The film, which
was an official selection at the Sundance Film Festival in 2009, is inspired by William Bryant Logan’s book,
Dirt! The Ecstatic Skin of the Earth.
"Dirt! The Movie" features inspiring activists and environmentalists, and covers topics including the harmful
effects of deforestation, pesticides and mono-culture farming methods that contributed to the Dust Bowl. It
also showcases children playing in the dirt, replacing concrete “playgrounds” with trees and garden areas,
successful prison garden rehab programs, and the benefits of green rooftops.
Dirt has given us food, shelter, fuel, medicine, ceramics, flowers, cosmetics and color – everything needed for
our survival. For most of the last ten thousand
years we humans understood our intimate bond with dirt and nature.
We took care of the soils that took care of us. But, over time, we lost
that connection. We still depend on dirt, but now we abuse and ignore
it. We are destroying our last natural resource with our agriculture, our
mining, and our paving over the planet for cities. We turned dirt into
something “dirty.”
"Dirt! The Movie" helps change that. The film leaves you with a sparkle
of hope and inspiration. Chances are you will be moved by how dirt has
the power to heal just as we have the power to heal the earth.
“What we have destroyed, we can heal.”
More info at www.dirtthemovie.org

KI's KINCaring program is a wonderful opportunity to give back to the community in a meaningful way. Through our KINCaring volunteers we bring the values of KI into the lives of those who
are most in need of community support in a variety of ways.
Watch the KINcaring video at www.ourKI.org to learn more about KINCaring and how YOU can
get involved.
KI Quartery

24

Please contact KINCaring to offer a hand or request assistance by emailing Marcia DePaula,
KINCaring Chair, at KINCaring@ourKI.org

PURIM
EXTRAVAGANZA
Friday, March 6, 5:00 PM at KI

Wristbands: $15.00
$15.00 until
until March
March 5;
5; $20
$20 at
at the
the door
door
Wristbands:
Enjoy circus performers, a great DJ, the JEC Youth Board dunk tank,
flash tattoos, face painting, free dinner, family friendly Shabbat service
and Megillah reading and... the carnival!
This year's Extravaganza features a tot carnival in the ECC
and a carnival for older kids in the KI Courtyard.
Kids of all ages can enjoy the games and win fun prizes!
Wristbands include access to all games.
Cotton Candy, Popcorn and more will be available for purchase,
all benefiting the KI Youth Scholarship Fund. Come in costume, win prizes!
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community

tributes/contributions

Tribute cards are a wonderful way to remember your friends
and relatives on important occasions: birthdays, anniversaries,
recoveries from illness, as well as condolences. A tribute card
will be sent in your name and an acknowledgment published in
the KI Quarterly. The synagogue extends its sincere appreciation
for the following donations:
ANNUAL GIVING CAMPAIGN
• Hannah Fabrikant
• Harvey and Judith Freed
• Roger Katz and Royce Younger
• David and Carole White

In Honor of
• KI's outreach of support for her son Ben during his run
for State Senate by Elena Allen
• Kehillah Builders' Luncheon by Norman and Eleanor Axe
• Rabbi Amy Bernstein and Cantor Chayim Frenkel by
Samuel Bachner
• Rabbi Nick Renner's installation by Steven and Didi Carr Reuben
• Rabbi Amy Bernstein's installation by Steven and
Didi Carr Reuben
• Matt and Sari Ross by the Lester & Gertrude Roth Foundation
• Fran Leb, Bobbie Farberow and Arnie Wishnick by Donald
and Carolyn Haselkorn
• Daniel Leanse by Todd Kurtin
• Kathy Barnett Feig by Michael and Nancy Weiss
• Laura Kuper by Jocelyn Weston
In Memory of
• Slioma Yaker by Rebeca Appelbaum
• Leona Chudacoff by Ivan and Marsha Barrett
• Hattie Bilson by Wesley and Christine Bilson
• Anna Hershkowitz and Harvey Elfant by Florence Elfant
• Jack Schwartz, Millie Schwartz, Bernice Stewart
by Susan Friedman
• Yetta Guthman by Laura Guthman
• William Deitch by Donald and Carolyn Haselkorn
• Fay Haselkorn by Donald and Carolyn Haselkorn
• Michael Read by Bruce and Fay Kagan
• Leon Rudelson by Daniel and Enid Lambert
• Bessie Heller by Leah Manning
• Bernard Nadohl by Allan and Aileen Nadohl
• Harry & Bertha Regenbogen, Samuel & Dora Rosenbaum,
Edward Rosenbaum, Judith Gibbs by Donald and
Bette Rosenbaum
• Lucy Tralla by Mary Saltzburg
• Jennie Daniels by Bernie and Terrie Schiffer
• Jean Schiffer by Bernie and Terrie Schiffer
• Sydney Sherman by Charles Sherman
• Scott Aaron Soll by Barbara Soll
• Hans Georg Stern by Emilie Stern
• Lottie and Harry Kluner by Jack and Geraldine Weichman
• Elon Wertman by Adlai Wertman and Janet Ambrosi Wertman
AUERBACH FAMILY JEC FUND
• Joe and Ami Cohen
BEAUTIFICATION FUND
In Memory of
• Joseph Midwin by Ronald and Marka Midwin
• Louise Truelson and Paul Levinson by Judith Ubick
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BERRIE LIBRARY FUND
In Memory of
• Ken Rosenblum by Ken and Shelly Rosenberg
BURTON J. MORRISON MUSIC FUND
In Honor of
• Bobbie Farberow by Bob and Debbie Feinberg
• The recipients of Kehillah Builders Award 2015 by Felicia Lopez

In Memory of
• Sydney Macofsky by Laura Goodfriend
• Murray Schulman by Margot Morrison and family
• Sid Macofsky by Margot Morrison
CANTOR'S DISCRETIONARY FUND
• Richard Farber and Janet Leahy

In Appreciation of
• Signing our Ketubah in Israel by Jeff and Marci Dinkin
• Cantor Frenkel's work with KI Youth by Tom and Marilyn Elias
• Cantor Chayim Frenkel by Eric Lawton and Gail Schenbaum
In Gratitude
• Cantor Chayim Frenkel by Roselle and Milton Cohen
• Tikkun Olam by Sy and Lany Lippman
In Honor of
• Molli Frenkel's Bat Mitzvah by Richard and Jane Abrams
• Cantor Frenkel's support of her son, Ben, by Elena Allen
• Molli Frenkel's Bat Mitzvah by Steve Birnbaum and Bonnie Baehr
• Jesse and Samantha's wedding by George Billauer
• Zack Blake's Bar Mitzvah by the Blake family
• Cantor Chayim Frenkel by David Boyle and Lisa Kaas Boyle
• Jake's Bar Mitzvah by Bobby and Kate Cohen
• Their daughter Sophia's baby naming by Andrew and
Dvora Davey
• Their daughter Belle's Bat Mitzvah by Kirk D'Amico and
Zanne Devine
• Cantor Chayim Frenkel by Leslee Feldman
• Cantor Chayim Frenkel by Jeffrey and Patti Finkelstein
• Molli Frenkel's Bat Mitzvah by Gary Fleck
• Their son Rafe's Bar Mitzvah by David and Jacquie Israel
• Emma Klein's Bat Mitzvah by Kristen Klein
• Their son Gabriel's Bar Mitzvah by Lorri Kline
• Her birthday by Laura Kuper
• Cantor Chayim Frenkel's blessing by Jill Leanse
• Cantor Chayim Frenkel by Dale and Shideh Miller
• Their daughter Billie's Bat Mitzvah by Robert and Jenny Morton
• Molli Frenkel's Bat Mitzvah by Michael and Francine Ostrow
• Molli Frenkel's Bat Mitzvah by Daniel and Fala Powers
• Their daughter Juliana's naming by Nicole Sakoun and
Jonathan Rosenoer
• Molli Frenkel by Michael and Carrie Scott
• Their granddaughter's baby naming by Marshall and Kathy Wax
In Memory of
• Celia Abram by Steven and Deborah Abram
• Her father, Avram Pinchas Zajdman, by Elena Alcalay
• Sarah Lee Finkelstein by Steve Birnbaum and Bonnie Baehr
• Esther Russo by Alan and Pamela Bergman
• Pete Caubisens by Todd and Denise Bonder
• Arnold Klein by David Cranston and Beth Klein Cranston
• David Goodman by Melinda Goodman
• Jack Green's yahrzeit by Neal and Pam Green
• Amram Grundstein by Estelle Grundstein
• Nechama Palefsky by Stewart and Marilyn Lonky
• Douglas Midwin by Ronald and Marka Midwin
• Ken Rosenblum by Michael and Francine Ostrow
• Elizabeth Mulvey by Yair Landau and Susan Purcell
• Dora Meyer by Gary and Gail Rachelefsky
• Jeanette Sheff by Ken and Shelly Rosenberg
• Hilda Abramowitz by Ken and Karen Scopp
• Laurel Shedler, Albert Shedler, Helen Crystal Greenfield,
Jack Crystal, David Goldfinger by Michael Shedler
• Marty Silver by Richard and Paulette Silver
• Abe Hirsch by Richard and Paulette Silver
• Sam Elster by Judy Wexler
• Sam and Toby Elster by Paul and Millie Wexler
• Irving Zaretsky by Steve Henry and Harriet Zaretsky

COMMUNITY FUND
In Honor of
• Arnie Wishnick by Bob and Debbie Feinberg

In Memory of
• William Orenstein by Allan and Janie Orenstein
• Bob Prentice by Bea Prentice
EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER FUND
In Honor of
• David Haller's wonderful teachers at KI ECC by Evelyn Zink

In Memory of
• Marcie Greenberg by Jan Levine
KIN CARING FUND
• Stuart and Moira Tenzer

In Memory of
• Sally Kanowith by Marvin Klein and Susan Kanowith-Klein
KEHILLAT ISRAEL GENERAL FUND
In Memory of
• Morton Axe by Norman and Eleanor Axe
• Ken Rosenblum by Felicia Lopez
• Roslyn Baim and Richard Homer by Brian and Jill Weintraub
MAIBAUM CONFIRMATION SCHOLAR FUND
In Memory of
• Richard Maibaum by Paul, Julie and Shanna Maibaum
RABBI BERNSTEIN'S DISCRETIONARY FUND
• Richard Farber and Janet Leahy
• Sy and Lany Lippman
• Bart Lynn and Beverley Auerbach
• The Shinderman Family

In appreciation of
• Good health and Rabbi Bernstein's blessings by Ann Freeman
In Gratitude for
• Rabbi Bernstein for her Blessing of the Animals
by Shirlene Comfortes
• Rabbi Bernstein's efforts with KI's Scholar-in-Residence weekend
by Sumner and Dana Fein
• The Rabbi's blessing by Jill Leanse
In Honor of
• Rabbi Amy Bernstein by Elena Allen
• Rabbi Bernstein's installation as Senior Rabbi by Tom
and Marilyn Elias
• Sophia Davey's baby-naming by Dvora and Andrew Davey
• Rafe Israel's Bar Mitzvah by Jacquie and David Israel
• Emma Klein's Bat Mitzvah by Kristen Klein
• Emily Kurtin's Bat Mitzvah by Nancy and Todd Kurtin
• Happy New Year by Doris and Dick Littlestone
• Reuben Rosloff's 92nd birthday by Cooper Zale and Sally Rosloff
• Treven Walter by David Walter
In Memory of
• Joan Peters Caro by John and Rosalind Arenson
• Esther Auerbach and Yetta Greenspon by Beverley Auerbach
• Seymour Finkelstein by Bonnie Baehr and Steve Birnbaum
• Anna Kessler by Harriet Balter
• Jeanette Cohen by Martin and Barbara Druss
• William Dubey by Ruth Dubey
• Ruth Fried by David and Deborah Fried
• Celeste Orkin by Lynn Koff
• Vira Lawton by Eric Lawton and Gail Schenbaum
• Bella Kramer by Aileen Stein
• Betty Cherroff by Ruthe Newmann
• Irving Weinstein by Miriam Pulitzer
• Alex Rosloff by Reuben Rosloff
• Bob Schuster by Shelley Schuster

RABBI RENNER DISCRETIONARY FUND
In Honor of
• Rabbi Renner for his outreach and support to her son, Ben,
during his run for State Senate by Elena Allen
• Rabbi Renner by Mickey and Florence Bienenfeld
• Zachary Blake's Bar Mitzvah by Blake family
• Belle's Bat Mitzvah by Kirk D'Amico and Zanne Devine
• Rabbi Renner by Sumner and Dana Fein
• Jesse Greenberg's Bar Mitzvah by Jonathan and
Stefanie Greenberg

In Memory of
• Sam Elster by Judy Wexler
RABBI REUBEN'S DISCRETIONARY FUND
In Appreciation of
• Rabbi Reuben for the Mikvah for Julian and Jaden Andreone
by Leah Andreone
• Rabbi Reuben's wonderful officiating at the funeral and memorial
service of Barbara Azar by Michael Lurey and Laurie Hasencamp

In Honor of
• Emma Klein's Bat Mitzvah by Kristen Klein
In Memory of
• Dorothy Brizman by Michael and Nanette Schneir
RESNICK FUND FOR CHILDRENS’ PROGRAMMING
& FACILITIES
In Memory of
• Reva Kaplan by Wendell New and Hillar Kaplan-New
SENIORS FUND
In Honor of
• Miriam Braveman by Randy and Judy Levinthal and Leff

In Memory of
• Pesla Kupferman by Laura Kuper
SHULI WITIES TORAH BEAUTIFICATION FUND
In Memory of
• Abe Cohen by Arnold and Joan Kalan
• Celia Kalan by Arnold and Joan Kalan
TIKKUN OLAM FUND
In Honor of
• Tikkun Olam Committee by Jeff and Therese Lotman

In Memory of
• Rosalind Jeffer - for Mitzvah Day by Bruce and Rachel Jeffer
ZIERING TZEDAKAH TEEN FUND
In Honor of
• KITT - Phone-a-thon by Alan and Pamela Bergman
• KITT - Phone-a-thon by Lisa Bergmann
• KITT - Phone-a-thon - Reid Broudy by Sarah Beyeler
• KITT - Phone-a-thon by Steven Schwartz and Natalie Blake
• KITT - Phone-a-thon - Herbie Schwartz by Douglas Bond
and Therese Blake
• KITT - Phone-a-thon - Micah by Barry Cohen and Ellyce Cooper
• KITT - Phone-a-thon by Brian and Tobi Coughlin
• KITT - Phone-a-thon - Reid Brody by Howard Dragutsky
• KITT - Phone-a-thon - Lauren Reichwald by Altshuler Sherm
Family Trust
• KITT - Phone-a-thon - Lauren Reichwald by Jordan and
Lisa Bender Family Trust
• KITT - Phone-a-thon - Kyle Entin - by Ann Freeman
• KITT - Phone-a-thon by Meg Freeman
• KITT - Phone-a-thon - Emma Milstein by Cantor Chayim
and Marsi Frenkel
• KITT - Phone-a-thon by Barry and Beverly Gold
• KITT - Phone-a-thon - Caleb Zakarin by Alice Greenwald
• KITT - Phone-a-thon - Chloe Hartog by James and
Kimberly Hartog
• KITT - Phone-a-thon by Max Hernand
• KITT - Phone-a-thon - Lauren Reichwald by Bruce and Tani Isaacs
• KITT - Phone-a-thon - Caleb Zakarin by Declan Jacobs
• KITT - Phone-a-thon - Sophie Levy by Hank Millner and
Rachael Jeck
• KITT - Phone-a-thon - Caleb Zakarin by Sebastian Jones

• KITT - Phone-a-thon by Jeffrey and Erin Karish
• KITT - Phone-a-thon by Thomas Klein
• KITT - Phone-a-thon - Veronica Pickard by Daniel Leanse
• KITT - Phone-a-thon - Veronica Pickard by Eleanor Leanse
• KITT - Phone-a-thon - Veronica Pickard by Jill Leanse
• KITT - Phone-a-thon by Gary and Wendy Leshgold
• KITT - Phone-a-thon by Ron and Gloria Malkin
• KITT - Phone-a-thon - Lauren Reichwald by Jane Mass
• KITT - Phone-a-thon - Emma Milstein by Mark and
Angela Milstein
• KITT - Phone-a-thon - Emma Milstein by Eileen Milstein
• KITT - Phone-a-thon - Emma Milstein by Audra
and Jeff Nathanson
• KITT - Phone-a-thon - Sammy Speiser by Amy and Brad Pearl
• KITT - Phone-a-thon - Tara Coughlin by Melvin Reiter
• KITT - Phone-a-thon - Adam and Kyra by Michael and
Linda Rosen
• KITT - Phone-a-thon - Chloe Hartog by Michael States
• KITT - Phone-a-thon by Lilah Sugarman
• KITT - Phone-a-thon by Craig and Cynthia Wadler
• KITT - Phone-a-thon - Maci Zakarin by Hannah Wasserman
• KITT - Phone-a-thon by Matthew Waterman
• KITT - Phone-a-thon by Benton Weinstock
• KITT - Phone-a-thon by Benjamin Weiss
• Molli Frenkel's Bat Mitzvah by Alberto and Deborah Mizrahi

mazal tov
• To Rabbi Carrie and Brian Vogel, on the birth of their son,
Jonah Daniel Vogel
• To Robin and Robert Burg, on the birth of their grandson,
Lincoln James Armstrong; to Kevin and Nicole Armstrong
on the birth of their son
• To Joe and Rita Cohen, on the birth of their granddaughter,
Golda Ruth Louise Sleiss
• To Barry and Rhonda Friedman, on the birth of their grandson,
Nathan Sander Friedman; to Carrie Friedman, on the birth
of her son
• To Fran and Michael Leb, on the birth of their grandson,
Rhys Bernard Kramer
• To Jason and Heather Axe, on the birth of their daughter,
Sabrina Avery Axe
• To Stephanie Antonville and Erik Howard, on the birth of her
daughter, Hailey Jordan Howard
• To Tracey Smith, on the birth of her granddaughter, Kiera Jackson;
to Camille and Daniel Jackson, on the birth of their daughter
• To Michael Freedman and Rebecca Craemer, on the birth of thei
daughter, Leoni Freedman
• To Barbara Edelman, on the birth of her grandson, Theodore
Archer Edelman; to George and Kimberly Edelman, on the birth
of their son
• To Jennifer and Gavin Bates, on the birth of their daughter,
Chloe Bates
• To Fred and Marta Samulon, on the birth of their grandson,
Leo Samulon Shapiro; to Danielle Samulon and Jesse Shapiro,
on the birth of their son
• To Joli and Andrew Altshule, on the birth of their son,
Winston Abe Altshule

let us know!

let the ki community share
in your life-cycle events
If you would like to announce a
birth or death in the
KI Quarterly, please contact Leslie
Zimmer at 424.214.7466. Or if you
would like to congratulate someone
for an event or accomplishment in
Kvell Corner, please send to
mgrosz@ourKI.org.

new members
Majorie Frank & Robert Altfest
Joli and Andrew Altshule
Helen Berman
Angela Cortin &
Lisa Eisenpresser
Jana Fein
Natalie & Jonathan Fischer
Jennifer & George Hesse

Lynne & Phillip Himelstein
Allison Silvers & Daniel Hipskind
Betsy Meyers
Pheng & Jonathan Port
Cindy & George Teitelbaum
May & Ricahrd Ziman
Elise & Jason Zuckerman

nahamu

words of comfort

• To Steven Schwartz, on the death of his father, Wilbur Schwartz
• To Linda Waxman on the death of her father, Aaron Kumetz
• To Bob and Linda Schibel, on the death of their aunt,
Harriet Joseph
• To Stephen Hirsch, on the death of his mother, Miriam Hirsch
• To Carole Schwartz, on the death of her husband,
Jeffrey Schwartz
• To Marshall Wax, on the death of his brother, Gary Wax
• To Jana Gustman, on the death of her father, Dr. Dan Hillman
• To Eric Lawton, on the death of his mother, Vira Lawton
• To Barbara Kreitzer, on the death of her brother,
David Mark Kreitzeer
• To David Taft, on the death of his mother Elaine Duitch Taft
• To Judith Ubick, on the death of her stepson, Paul Levinson
• To Vicki Fox and Rosalind Wolf, on the death of their cousin,
Wendy Urbach
• To Barbara Rosenblum, on the death of her mother, Bea Menschel
• To Barbara Rosenblum, on the death of her husband,
Ken Rosenblum
• To the KI Community, on the death of their friend, Sid Macofsky
• To Josh Epstein, on the death of his grandmother, Ruth Kizell
• To Maxine Koven, on the death of her father, John Kozler
• To Barry Friedman, on the death of his sister, Joan Peters Caro
• To Laura Goodfriend and Margot Morrison, on the death of their
dear friend, Louise Buonaguro
• To Ellie Kanner-Zuckerman, on the death of her father,
Sidney Kanner
• To Rabbi Steven Carr Reuben, on the death of his aunt,
Constance Goldman
• To Lorie Kraus, on the death of her father, Richard Homer
• To Mieke ter Poorten and Mickey Zussman, on the death of their
friend, Dr. Michael Davidson
• To Bryce Megdal, on the death of her grandmother,
Charlotte Megdal

kvell
• Congratulations to Daniel William White, son of David
and Carole White for attaining the rank of Eagle Scout.
• Congratulations to congregant Ed Massey and Portraits
of Hope for receiving the official approval to makeover
LA’s iconic MacArthur Park with the help of more than
5,000 - 7,000 children and adults.

ki scrip program
Thank you to the following people who supported the Scrip
Program in November and December 2014, and January 2015.
Gelsons $285.00
Barbara and Martin Druss
Anne Roberts and Wayne Neiman
Linda and Tony Rubin
Lisa and Jeff Simon
Nancy and Michel Sitrick
Harold Yeoman
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• Rose Spinak by Ronda Spinak
• Elsie and Edward Jaffe by Mady Steinberg
• Frances Walter by David Walter
• Sam Elster by Judy Wexler
• Sigi Ziering by Rosanne Ziering
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greater community.
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