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Celebrating in the Dark: 
 

BY RABBI NICK RENNER

I wrote all of my High Holiday 
sermons in the middle of the night.  
It’s actually when I do all of my best 
writing. There’s something about the 
peace and the stillness of the world 
outside that I find guides my hand 
and opens my creativity when I have a 
serious writing project. And if there’s 
a time of year that connects us to the 
dark, it is this season right now.  

Even without snow or ice, the shorter days are a sign of winter.
 
The holiday of Tu B’shevat gives us one lens through which 
to see this moment in our year. Tu B’shevat (the 15th of the 
Hebrew month of Shevat) is often called “the New Year for trees.”  
Sometimes it’s understood as a Jewish  Arbor Day, but curiously, 
it doesn’t come at a time in Israel when all the flowers are in 
bloom. It takes place in the dead of winter – this year falling on 
the evening of January 25th.  

Now, while the arboreal themes of the holiday are beautiful, the 
mystical themes of the holiday connect with the shortening of 
our days. There’s actually a Tu B’shevat Seder (like Passover!) that 
takes us through the mystical act of divine creation. The ancient 
Kabbalists used a range of fruits and four cups of wine to express 
their belief that Tu B’shevat celebrates the roots and the potential 

of creation – not just the final product. Even today, through the 
four cups of wine, the Tu B’shevat Seder takes us through the 
classical Four Worlds of Kabbalah: Atzilut, Beriah, Yetzirah, and 
Asiyah, which can be understood to be the worlds of divinity, 
creation, formation, and action.  

This mystical, Kabbalistic progression, leading from divine 
abstraction to the world of the physical, helps to explain why 
we would celebrate the blossoming of nature in the midst of the 
darkest, coldest days of the year.  Tu B’shevat isn’t about the tree 
at its most beautiful; it’s about the potential and the story of that 
growth.  It isn’t about the result; it is about the journey.  

Tu B’shevat is a holiday that honors the stillness of writing at 
4:00 am, when the world is dark and at peace. It uplifts our own 
creativity. For me, it evokes the process of taking a spark of
inspiration, crafting an idea, and refining it into a piece of writing 
to share with my community, all through the waning hours of 
overnight darkness.  While it’s far from being the most famous 
Jewish holiday, Tu B’shevat recognizes that not every day is our 
biggest or brightest day. This is a holiday that acknowledges how 
much unseen work goes into preparation, into our creative 
impulses, and the journey. Even far away from the spotlight, in 
these days that are shorter and colder, Tu B’shevat reminds us 
there is holiness in preparation, in creativity, and in still, 
quiet nights.

 

The Holiness of Preparation
rabbirenner@ourKI.org
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president

 BY ROBERT RESNICK
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arktandria@gmail.com
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Vision 2020 Kicks off!
The walls of KI are reverberating with the sounds of exciting conversations about our 
future! What will KI look like in 5, 10, and 20 years? What's our vision? How can we 
incorporate your ideas into our new Strategic Plan? How will we pay for it?  Who will 
participate in the conversation? Will my voice be heard? What will KI look like when 
my children step into leadership roles? These are but a few of the conversations that 
our Members, Staff, Clergy, and Board of Trustees are having.   

I am so pleased to share that the process was kicked off right on schedule, 
immediately after I announced it in my High Holy Days’ speech to the Congregation. 
Vision 2020 has launched an ongoing series of strategic conversations, gathering of 
data, and thoughtful analyses of our strengths, goals, and resources, all in a carefully 
crafted process to set our course for the future. 

Vision 2020 was the focus of our annual Board of Trustees retreat in November, as 
well as the recent KI-wide survey and ongoing conversations with our Board, Clergy 
and Senior Staff.  I also recently had Shabbat dinner with our Teen Youth Board and 
discussed KI’s future. Wow, are they ever an inspired group, full of great ideas!   

Our past Presidents will soon be coming together for an in depth conversation too.  
Eight working groups, each co-chaired by a Trustee and a Non-Trustee, are being 
formed to address specific areas of KI’s future. The overall process is being guided 
by a Steering Committee, together with KI’s Board and Executive Committee, and 
strategic planning consultant. 

Please mark your calendars for two Member Town Hall style meetings, the first Sun-
day January 10, 2016, and the second March 15, 2016. The first Town Hall will be at 
KI 6:30pm until 9:00pm. Refreshments served at 6:00pm. 

Please attend the Town Hall meetings and let your voice be heard!  Tell us what 
works and does not work, and what you envision for our children’s future. It really 
is “All About Us”… and of course, the “Us” I am referring to are all the wonderful 
people who love and have given KI so much.   

You also may have heard me talk at High Holy Days about a few of my many KI 
Heroes… those committed individuals who made their voices heard, and created the 
Kehillah (“Community” in Hebrew) we love and enjoy today! Please join that group 
of heroes, let your voice be heard, and help KI live up to its full potential for the next 
generation! The bar has been set high by those who came before us, and now it’s 
our turn to set it even higher for those whose time will 
come next. 

B’ Shalom, Robert

2015-16 
KI BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES

Members of the KI Board of Trustees 
are all smiles after a morning service at 
the Annual Board Retreat at Camp Hess 
Kramer in Malibu.
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shabbat  
touch of torah 

"Build me a 
sanctuary that 
I might dwell 
among them." 

December 5  |  Vayishlah  (Genesis 32:4-36:43)          
After 20 years estranged from his brother, Jacob prepares 
to meet Esau once again. Standing alone in the middle 
of the night before their meeting, the Torah tells us he      
suddenly is forced to “wrestle with a man until the break 
of dawn.” Only after this spiritual wrestling match, is he 
at peace within and able to go out to meet his brother. 
The rabbis believe that this mysterious “adversary” is, in 
fact, Jacob’s own conscience, challenging him to rise above 
his selfish past. Think this week of someone to whom you 
have acted selfishly in your past, and find a way to reach 
out to them as Jacob did to Esau.

December 12  |  Vayeshev  (Genesis 37:1- 40:23)       
We discover the depths to which sibling rivalry and 
jealousy will drive people in the story of how Joseph’s 
brothers first cast him into a pit, then sell him into slavery. 
They then pour animal blood over his coat of many colors 
and cruelly tell their father, Jacob, that animals have torn 
his favorite son to death. Think of times when you have 
felt jealousy at the successes of another, whether sibling, 
friend, or business associate. How might you turn those 
feelings into empathy for others who have been truly left 
out, abused or neglected in their lives?

December 19  |  Miketz (Genesis 41:1- 44:17) 
Hanukah 5th Candle  
This week we learn another lesson in one of the most 
important aspects of the Torah’s patriarchal and 
matriarchal narratives, namely the ultimate reconciliation 
of families. In each generation siblings fight and are torn 
apart by parental favoritism only to be reconciled in the 
end. This week Joseph is reunited with the same brothers 
who once sold him into slavery after overhearing them 
admit their remorse and guilt over what they had done to 
him years ago. Think of a time you forgave another, and 
perhaps someone in your life today whose relationship 
with you is in need of reconciliation and healing.

December 26  |  Vayigash (Genesis 44:18 – 47:27) 
In spite of his exalted position of power in Egypt and all 
the might and wealth of the land at his command, in this 
week’s portion Joseph readies his chariot and goes to see 
his father in Canaan. The Hebrew literally says that Joseph 
“went up to meet Israel his father,” from which the rabbis 
taught that no matter how rich or successful we are, the 
mitzvah of “Kibud Av,” “honoring your father and mother” 
is still our personal responsibility and one of the highest 
Mitzvot in Jewish tradition. Think of how you would like to 
have your children show you honor and respect and how 
you have done or are doing that for your parents.

January 2  |  Vayhi  (Genesis 47:28 – 50:26)
This week we encounter Jacob’s final death bed blessing 
of his children and Joseph’s sons Ephraim and Menasseh. 
For thousands of years traditional Jews have blessed their 
sons during the Shabbat meal by praying that God make 
them “like Ephraim and Menasseh,” and most Jews have 
no idea why these two relatively unknowns were picked 
as the models for our children. It’s because they were both 
the very first real “diaspora” Jews (born outside of Israel) 
and were the product of an interfaith marriage, since their 
mother was an Egyptian priest’s daughter. And yet they 
not only kept their sense of Jewish identity but they even 
became the heads of two of the ultimate tribes of Israel. 
Think of ways this week in which you reinforce a sense of 
Jewish identity in your life or the life of your family even as 
you equally embrace modern American culture.

January 9  |  Shemot  (Exodus 1:1- 6:1)
“A new king arose over Egypt who knew not Joseph.” 
These words have echoed throughout Jewish history as a 
reminder that we must not put too much faith in any single 
person (or group) in political power. Flexibility and 
adaptability have been the secret to Jewish survival and 
success. Take the most important task in front of you this 
week, and come up with at least three different ways you 
might approach it along with three different people you 
might turn to for help and support.

January 16  |  Va’era  (Exodus 6:2-9:35)
When Moses realizes the sacred task that is being placed 
before him, his initial reaction is fear coupled with the 
desire to avoid accepting the mantle of responsibility. Only 
after God assures him that God’s essence is “to be what 
needs to be” in every generation, age and circumstance, is 
he willing to accept the challenge. Imagine this week that 
God wants you to embark upon a sacred task on behalf of 
the community. What might that task be? What would your 
life be like if you choose to accept?

January 23  | Bo (Exodus 10:1-13:16)
This week teaches that after Pharaoh has hardened his 
heart numerous times, his very nature becomes that of 
a hardened heart whether he chooses it or not. Think 
this week of at least three ways that your own heart has 
hardened to someone in your family, at your work, in the 
present or in the past. Perhaps you can find the courage 
to soften your heart some time this week and open it to 
someone whom you have closed out.

January 30  |  Beshalah (Exodus 13:17-17:16)              
In this week’s portion we finally experience the thrill of 
escape from the slavery of Egypt and the remarkable 
crossing of the Sea of Reeds. The Midrash teaches that the 
waters parted only after the first Jew had enough faith to 
step into the sea. Find something you have been afraid 
to do or try in your life, and emulate that Israelite at the 
shores of the sea. Take just the first step this week and see 
what miracles can happen.

February 6  |  Yitro  (Exodus 18:1-20:23)
The Children of Israel have finally arrived at Mt. Sinai and 
are awaiting the revelation that Moses will bring them 
from the God who only a few months ago freed them from 
slavery. They are terrified of what God might say, afraid of 
the unknown demands and challenges that this new God 
might place upon them and unsure of exactly what their 
freedom really means. After 3,000 years we have still not 
figured out how to live our lives in accordance with the ten 
simple challenges that Moses brought down from Sinai. 
Pick one ethical value to live fully this week and then one 
each week for the rest of the year.

February 13  |  Mishpatim  (Exodus 21:1-24:18)
This week contains scores of civil, criminal, property, 
marital and ethical laws that give greater substance and 
form to what Jewish tradition expects of a “religious” 
person. They have to do with how we treat other human 
beings, having the courage to resist an evil crowd and 
stand up for what you believe in, and treating all people 
fairly and with justice. Take this week to contemplate the 
issues that you are willing to stand up for in your life, 
and decide on a course of action to champion one of 
your causes.

February 20  |  Teruma  (Exodus 25:1-27:19)
This week’s Torah portion contains the quotation that is 
inscribed on the dedication plaque on the outside wall of 
Kehillat Israel, “Build me a sanctuary that I might dwell 
among them.” God tells us that anywhere in which we 
create a sacred space together we will be able to find the 
divine. Holiness isn’t within the building, it is found within 
our relationships and through the acts of holiness we bring 
into each other’s lives. Find at least one new place to bring 
holiness into your life this week.

February 27  |  Tetzaveh  (Exodus 27:20-30:10)
The mitzvah of lighting an “Eternal Light” in the sanctuary 
is introduced in this week’s Torah portion. It is to be a sign 
of the presence of God in our lives and the suggestion that 
we forever associate God with light. The rabbis suggest 
that the ultimate light of God is generated on earth each 
time any of us perform a mitzvah for ourselves or others. 
Think of a way to bring more light and holiness into 
someone’s life this week and act as if you are the real 



Zachary Goldberger, 
son of Melanie and Andy 
Goldberger, will be called to 
the Torah as Bar Mitzvah on 
January 9, 2016 at 4:30 PM   

Revere Cares

Jonah Goodman, son of 
Dana and Steven Goodman, 
will be called to the Torah 
as Bar Mitzvah on January 
30, 2016 at 4:30 PM   

Sarah Senator, daughter 
of Beth Abrams and Stuart 
Senator, will be called to 
the Torah as Bat Mitzvah on 
January 16, 2016 
at 4:30 PM   

Zoe Berman, daughter of 
Jill and Josh Berman, will 
be called to the Torah as 
Bat Mitzvah on February 6, 
2016 at 4:30 PM  

Matthew Polson, son of 
Melissa and Glen Polson, 
will be called to the Torah 
as Bar Mitzvah on January 
23, 2016 at 4:30 PM   

Max Berman, son of Jill 
and Josh Berman, will be 
called to the Torah as Bar 
Mitzvah on February 6, 
2016 at 4:30 PM  

Zachary Berman, son of 
Jill and Josh Berman, will 
be called to the Torah as 
Bar Mitzvah on February 6, 
2016 at 4:30 PM  

Elijah Cohen, son of 
Jeannie Lurie and Adam 
Cohen, will be called to the 
Torah as Bar Mitzvah on 
February 20, 2016 
at 10:00 AM   

West Side Food Bank

Eli Nagle, son of Daphne 
Gronich and Paul Nagle, 
will be called to the Torah 
as Bar Mitzvah on February 
13, 2016 at 4:30 PM

David Orlinsky, son of 
Kathleen and Michael 
Orlinsky, will be called to 
the Torah as Bar Mitzvah on 
December 5, 2015 
at 4:30 PM   

The Human Face of 
Homelessness

Benjamin Morris Katz, 
son of Sonia and Les 
Katz, will be called to the 
Torah as Bar Mitzvah on 
December 12, 2015 
at 4:30 PM

Daniel Doran, son of 
Vladimira and Andrei 
Doran, will be called to the 
Torah as Bar Mitzvah on 
December 19, 2015 
at 10:00 AM 

Our B’nai Mitzvah

December-February
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Alessandra Somer, 
daughter of Jennifer and 
Jason Somer, will be called 
to the Torah as Bat Mitzvah 
on February 27, 2016 
at 10:00 AM

Hezron Farrell, son of Etty 
and Perry Farrell, will be 
called to the Torah as Bar 
Mitzvah on February 27, 
2016 at 4:30 PM



from the
executive director

Just recently it was Back to the Future Day (October 21, 2015). I can’t believe that it’s actually been thirty 
years since that movie was made. And while hoverboards and flying cars haven’t  quite been perfected 

yet, many other seemingly fantastical ideas found in that movie have actually come true. We now have 3D movies, google glasses, 
fingerprint technology, flat screen tv’s, tablet devices, digital restaurant menus, and even self-tying shoes -- just introduced by Nike.
Sometimes I stop and wonder to myself what the founding families of Kehillat Israel envisioned KI would look like 30, 40, 50 years into 
the future. Could they ever in their wildest dreams have imagined that we would grow to one-thousand households strong? Could 
they have anticipated that in our 65th year as a community, on Yom Kippur, our special guests sharing the bima with our esteemed 
clergy would be the mayor of our great city (the kosher burrito as he has been infamously dubbed), along with the Representative from 
our very own 33rd Congressional District, Congressman Ted Lieu? Could they possibly have imagined that we would have a second 
Emeritus Rabbi and a (still young) Cantor already in his 31st year of service to KI? 

Would they have ever dreamed of the possibility that our congregation would donate 162,549 pounds of food to the Westside Food 
Bank, providing over 130,000 meals to those in need in Los Angeles, making us the largest single organizational donor to the Food 
Bank in all of Los Angeles? What a remarkable community we are, and I am so proud to be in your midst. And so now the time has 
come for each and every one of you to imagine the future and dream big. As our President announced at the High Holy Days, we have 
officially launched our Vision 2020 strategic planning process. I hope many of you took the time to fill out the congregational survey, 
if not please still do so. Please mark your calendars for January 10 and March 15. On these dates we’ll be holding town hall meetings 
at KI. This is your opportunity to tell us what you think; what needs we should be serving in the future, what we do really well that we 
can tweak to make even better, and what areas we should work on in order to grow and stay relevant and meaningful in the lives of 
all of our congregants.

Want to get even more involved? Join a Vision 2020 working group! These committees will only meet twice this year but will distill the 
information collected from our surveys and town hall meetings and envision and crystallize a plan for their specific target area. Please 
take an active role in whatever you can and help us shape the future of KI! 

Finally, to celebrate our 65th anniversary and to mark the end of this historic strategic planning process, KI is going to the prom on 
May 21st, 2016. Mark your calendar, reserve the limo, buy your corsages and bouquets early, and make sure you reserve your family’s 
page in the KI Yearbook. Happy 65th KI!

 
BY MATT DAVIDSON

65 Years: Look How Far We've Come!

mdavidson@ourKI.org

New Staff Welcome
KI welcomes our newest staff member, Genevieve Paine as clergy/office assistant. Genevieve serves as 
assistant to Rabbis Renner and Reuben, and also provides support to the executive assistants, membership 
and programming departments. Genevieve is from Santa Barbara, CA where she got her BA in Religious 
Studies at UCSB. She comes from a diverse and exciting family of scientists and artists. Genevieve joined KI 
first as an extern through Beit T’Shuvah’s Work Therapy Program and was promptly hired. Passionate about 
volunteering, she mentors troubled teens and has performed nationwide in the musical “Freedom Song” in 
hopes of promoting dialogue on addiction, family and trauma. Genevieve delights in how progressive the 
KI community is and enjoys supporting its commitment to Tikkun Olam. She is the mother of an adorable 
three and a half year old son, Cruz, with whom she has magical adventures she delights in sharing.
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education
early childhood center

“Piglet noticed that even though he had a Very Small Heart, it could hold a rather large 
amount of Gratitude.”  - A.A. Milne, Winnie-the-Pooh

Before I had children it was a habit of mine to write down 5 things each night I was grateful for. Some 
nights it was easy, others it was not, but I made the commitment to myself that it would be no less than 
five.  Sometimes I was too tired and frustrated and fell back on what I called my “standard gratitude:” 
gratitude for my family, pets, and health. While those are certainly wonderful things to be grateful for, the 
goal was to get away from the obvious, dig deeper and find gratitude in the challenges and the little things 
that may go unnoticed. 

I kept it up for nearly a year -- sometimes with great enthusiasm and sometimes with guilt -- recognizing 
that I didn’t want to renege on a promise I made to myself. Then I stopped.  

I can’t recall exactly why or when, but I do remember staring at the journal and feeling nagging guilt and then eventually moving it 
from the top of the nightstand to the inside and then from the inside to the back of the drawer -- eventually forgotten.
Life went on, my focus changed and at the end of one particularly trying day (which was preceded by about a month of particularly 
trying days) I sat down, and realized that now more than ever 
-- when life can be beyond overwhelming -- that gratitude is the 
nourishment I need. Gratitude feeds my soul and connects me to 
those I care about and to the bigger world. 

I recalled that when I was consciously noting my gratitude, I was 
happier, calmer and focused on the positive in all aspects of my life.  
With Hanukah upon us – a time when craziness and commercialism 
prevails, it’s time again to shift the focus back to gratitude.  I 
ask you to join me as you light your hanukyah each night -- 
remembering the miracle of the oil – that we all have miracles 
to celebrate.  I’m asking my family to help me start my 5 a night 
gratitude list and perhaps you’d like to do the same. This seems like 
the right time -- when the days are at their shortest that we light a 
candle, adding to the glow each night until the hanukyah is lit in its 
entirety, illuminating the miraculous gifts that surround each one 
of us.   

Allowing Gratitude
to Light the Way

 
BY JULIE DUBRON, 

DIRECTOR, EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER 
jdubron@ourKI.org
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jewish experience center

Pop-up Sukkah Means 
Pop-up Learning

In the 2015-16 year, KI is expanding the 
definition of “religious school,” to be 
in alignment with our philosophy that 
exploring Judaism in a variety of settings 
and locations, and through different 
modalities, is what will help children 
develop a strong, lifelong connection with 
Judaism and Jewish learning.  

This past High Holy Day season, KI families 
had an opportunity to have two JEC team 

members come to their home and set up a Pop Up Sukkah! Each family 
signed up for a one hour time slot in which they had a chance to shake 
the lulav and etrog in the sukkah and decorate a banner to hang 

inside. Families seized 
the opportunity to invite 
neighbors, grandparents 
and friends.  A great time 
was had by all!

In the Spring, KI families 
will have another chance 
to participate in similar 
programming tailored to 
Passover.  

Seventh graders in the JEC 
program have an opportunity 
to study a variety of interest-
ing and meaningful topics 
-- including Jewish Identity, 
Comparative Judaism, Hunger 
and Homelessness, Israel, 
and the Holocaust. In addi-
tion, students get to choose 
electives that each of our 
teachers facilitate based on 

their own interests.  This year, students are choosing from 
storytelling, yoga, jam band, cooking, arts and crafts, and 
current events.

Over the past couple of years we have received feedback 
from 7th grade parents that they want to learn what their 
children are learning. So, starting this year, we are 
adding a parallel learning track for the parents of 7th 
grade students. On ten Tuesday evenings throughout the 
year we will facilitate a parallel learning activity.  The 
parents will study the same lesson as the 7th grade 
students with Rabbi Carrie, Brian, or Rose.  

Not only will our new program give parents an opportu-
nity to study the same material as their child, it will also 
allow parents and students a chance to continue 
discussing the material in a meaningful way at home 
after the lesson. We believe our new parallel learning 
opportunity will help strengthen the partnership between 
the JEC team and parents to give our students the most 
complete educational experience possible.
  

BY RABBI CARRIE VOGEL, 
DIRECTOR, JEWISH EXPERIENCE CENTER

BY BRIAN AVNER
JEC ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, EXPERIENTIAL EDUCATION

rabbivogel@ourKI.org bavner@ourKI.org

Parallel Learning for Parents 
of 7th Grade Students:  

early childhood center

Allowing Gratitude
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July 13-24, 2016
Led by Rabbi Bernstein, Cantor Frenkel, Rabbi Renner and Executive Director Matt Davidson

This trip will have something for everyone: the classic Family Trip for parents with kids of all ages, to veteran travelers returning 
to Israel for a second or third time, to adult learners who want to have a deeper, in-depth look at Israeli society and the issues 
currently facing Israelis. We will be running concurrent itineraries and multiple buses to meet everyone’s needs.
 
Info Session #2 (Offering details for the Adult learners/Veteran’s track)
Wednesday, December 2, 6:00-7:00 PM at KI
All are welcome to attend!
 
To RSVP for the info session please contact Matt Davidson at mdavidson@ourKI.org or 424.214.7454.

Join Us on a Journey of a Lifetime!
Kehillat Israel's Biannual Congregational Trip to Israel

Connecting Grandparents 
to their Grandkids 
through Technology
Tuesday, February 2 
10:00 -11:30 AM at KI
Come learn from Jeffrey Schein, 
Reconstructionist Rabbi, 
educator and director of a 
national research project on 
social media and Jewish life as 
he shares:

·  How does Reconstructionism view the relationship 
    with Technology?
·  How does your grandchild’s generation use technology?
·  How might we recapture a “lost” Jewish language?

Teen Discussion on Social Media and Technology 
Tuesday, February 2, 6:00 -7:30 PM at KI
Calling all Teens grades 10 -12! We want your advice! 
Participate in a discussion where we will explore and develop 
advice for tweens and their parents about social media, 
technology and Jewish values. Dr. Jeffrey Schein, 
Reconstructionist Rabbi and educator, is director of a national 
research project on social media and Jewish life. He will be 
leading the discussion along with Rabbi Amy and Rabbi Nick.

L'Dor V'Dor: How Technology Enriches, Changes, and 
Disrupts the Bonds Between Jewish Generations
Wednesday, February 3, 5:30 PM at KI
Calling parents and their children grades 3 - 8 to a fascinating 
evening of family dialogue and discovery about social media, 
Jewish values, and modern family life. Dr. Jeffrey Schein, 
Reconstructionist Rabbi and educator, is director of a national 
research project on social media and Jewish life. He will be 
joined by facilitators from Common Sense Media and the JEC 

jewish experience center
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Dear KI family,
Sixty-five years ago, 10 courageous families pioneered the new Jewish frontier and founded 
a synagogue in Pacific Palisades, California. Known as the JCPP (Jewish Community of Pacific 
Palisades), this small shul would eventually become Kehillat Israel – the community of Israel – 
and develop into a thriving community of 1,000 families.

This year, we will celebrate this major milestone by creating a special yearbook of those 
families who are now part of this sacred place we call home. We want to capture this moment 
in time in our history, and to sanctify the power of memory. The historic book will also serve 

as a vehicle to raise needed funds to sustain our mission as we look to the future with pride, joy and hope for our children 
and their children, L’dor V’dor. To ensure the success of this huge undertaking, our goal is 100 percent participation. Please 
look for more information in the coming days, weeks and months ahead. 

If you want to be part of helping create this treasure, or wish to learn more about how to purchase a special family page, 
PLEASE contact Cantor Chayim Frenkel at cfrenkel@ourki.org. 

Imagine 65, 75, or even 100 years from now when your children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren pick up this 
monumental book and revel in the naches (pride and joy) of knowing their family helped build a sanctuary for 
peoplehood, community and yiddishkeit. Let’s cherish this time together!

Mazel tov to all of us.
Cantor Chayim Frenkell

• Purchase your family's page in the yearbook
• Make plans to attend the KI Prom on May 21, 2016

Join Us on a Journey of a Lifetime!
Kehillat Israel's Biannual Congregational Trip to Israel
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Wednesday, December 9, 6:00-6:30 PM

Hanukiyah
K I  L I G H T S

ON 3RD STREET PROMENADE

the
HANUKAH 
F I L M  S C R E E N I N G

ANNUAL SUSTAINABLE

Thursday December 3
7:00 PM at KI

Please join us for a life-changing 
look at what our throwaway 
culture is doing to the planet. 
This FREE event will include 
dinner and popcorn.

"Inside the Garbage of Our World," an 
informative, in-depth exposé that unveils 
how plastic pollution is affecting our lives, 
and how every individual can take simple 
action for actual change.  Following the 
80-minute film, we will have a discussion 
with the following esteemed panelists:

Phillipe Carillo - Producer and director.
Lisa Boyle - Founding Director of World 
Surf League P*U*R*E (Progressive 
Understanding and Responsibility for the 
Environment), cofounder of the Plastic 
Pollution Coalition, board member for 
5Gyres, and long-time legal advocate and 
policy advisor on environmental issues.

Evelyn Wendel - Founding Director of 
WeTap, an organization that works to 
improve appreciation, access and use of 
public drinking fountains and fill stations 
to reduce dependence on single use plastic 
water bottles.

Family Shabbat and 
Community Hanukah Celebration 
& Launch of KI Connects!

Israel Matters Speaker Series
with Israel Consul General of 
Los Angeles, David Siegel

KI Community Hanukah Concert
Featuring "Guys & Meidels"
Hanukah Latkes & Dessert Reception 
immediately following

Friday, December 11

Sunday, December 13, 4:00-5:15PM at KI
Reception 5:30-7:00PM at KI
Concert co-sponsored by 
Jackie Maduff and Arnie Wishnick

Thursday, December 10, 7:00 PM at KI
RSVP required. www.ourKI.org

Fun for the entire family. All are welcome!

community
hanukah

6:15 PM 
Shabbat Dinner

7:00 PM 
Shabbat Service
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Friday, December 11

Thursday, December 10, 7:00 PM at KI
RSVP required. www.ourKI.org
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PARENTING CLASSES
In Partnership with Sleepy Planet Parenting

Mom and Baby Group 
Thursdays, starting January 7, 8 sessions 
9:30-11:00 AM 
Ages: 0 -12 months old
Instructor: Jill Spivack, LCSW 
Tuition: $412
No caregivers please

Preschool Nights Parenting Group Series
Wednesdays, February 17, March 2, April 20, May 2
7:00-9:00 PM
Instructor: Jill Spivack, LCSW
Tuition: $227 per person
No caregivers please

Mindful Parenting
Thursdays, February 4, 11, 18 
(NO CLASS Feb 25), March 3, 10
7:00-9:00 PM
Instructors: Jennifer Waldburger, MSW and Ian Hoge, MFT
Tuition: $206 per person and $310 per couple

education
family center

FAMILY CENTER WINTER 2016 CLASS SCHEDULE

BABY & ME CLASSES
Tinker Time: A Sensory Class
Wednesdays, starting January 13 
9:15-10:00 AM
Ages: 6-12 months
Instructor: Sheri Vinnecour Gerrman
Tuition: $310 

Bubbie, Zadie & Me
Wednesdays, starting January 13 
10:30-11:45 AM
Ages:12-23 months
Instructor: Sheri Vinnecour Gerrman
Tuition:  $310

Shabbat Shalom 
Fridays, starting on January 8 
9:30-11:00 AM 
Ages: 12-23 months
Instructor: Sheri Vinnecour Gerrman
Tuition: $310

Mishpaha & Me: A Family Class
Sundays, January 10, February 7, March 13, April 10
10:30-11:45 AM
Ages: 12 months-24 months old, and siblings up to age 5
Instructors: Diane Germansky and 
        Sheri Vinnecour Gerrman
Tuition: $165

For more details and to register visit: 
www.ourki.org/familycenter. 
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DINNER
5:00 PM

CRAFTIVITY
5:30 PM

SERVICE
6:00 - 6:30 PM 

Family-style dinner
Jewish arts and crafts

Great music
Storytelling & lessons from the Torah

For more details, visit www.ourKI.org/ECC

TOT SHABBAT
BRING SOME OF THE MAGIC OF SHABBAT TO YOUR WEEK...

TGIFS
Thank God It's Family Shabbat!

Community Dinner:  FREE!
Babysitting:  FREE!
Corkage fee:  FREE!

PLUS, LIVE BAND!

Bring your own wine and dine among friends.
Celebrate Shabbat in an engaging, 
kid-friendly service! (K-7th Grade)

CELEBRATING SHABBAT 
HAS NEVER BEEN SO MUCH FUN! 

BRING YOUR TOT (0-6 YEARS OLD) AND JOIN US 
FOR TOT SHABBAT EACH MONTH AT KI!

DINNER  
6:15 -7:00 PM

SERVICE 
7:00 – 7:50 PM

DECEMBER 11   •  JANUARY 8  •  FEBRUARY 12    
MARCH 11  •  APRIL 8  •  MAY 13

DECEMBER 4  •  FEBRUARY 5
MARCH 4  •  APRIL 1  •  MAY 6  •  JUNE 3

LOVED BY ADULTS!

LOVED 

BY KIDS!

BABY ENRICHMENT 
CLASSES
Picasso, Baby and Me!
Mondays, starting January 11, 10 sessions
10:00-10:45 AM 
Ages:15-23 months old
Program Presented by Art To Grow On 
Children's Art Center, Inc.
Instructor: Lauren Perelmuter
Tuition: $310
 
Ladybug Music
Tuesdays, starting January 19, 10 sessions
9:30 AM, 10:30 AM and 11:30 AM 
Ages: Infant-4 years old
Instructor: Molly McCormick
Tuition: $250 for a new Ladybug family, or $240 for a 
returning family, + $140 for a sibling (siblings born after 
05-21-15 are free!)

For more details and to register visit: 
www.ourki.org/familycenter. For questions, 
contact Sheri Vinnecour Gerrman at 
sgerrman@ourki.org.
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tikkun olam
community

Meaningful and enriching opportunities to 
help heal our community and our world…

Holiday Gifts
KI has adopted 10 
families in need for 
the holidays through 
Jewish Family Service 
LA. In addition, we 
will once again be 
buying holiday gifts 
for our formerly 
homeless ImagineLA family. If you would like to 
participate, contact Michelle Ross at 
michellelross@me.com.

ImagineLA has a need for mentors for young women with 
children who have aged out of the foster care system and 
fallen into homelessness. Young women in foster care are 
nearly twice as likely as their peers to become pregnant by 
age 19; and babies born to adolescent parents are more 
likely to become homeless and to enter the foster care 
system themselves. If you are interested in making a 
two-year commitment to help mentor one of these young 
families toward self-sufficiency, please contact Angela 
Milstein at tikkunolam@ourKI.org.

One-on-One Outreach 
KI is once again collecting NEW UNWRAPPED toys and 
books ($10-15 value per gift) for One-on-One Outreach. 
One-on-One serves 170 low-income families in South 
Los Angeles by delivering boxes of groceries each month 
from January through October, Thanksgiving turkeys 
in November, and children’s holiday gifts in December. 
Please drop 
donations in the 
silver drop-box 
in the parking 
garage at KI. If 
you would like to 
help distribute the 
toys to families on 
Christmas day, please contact Michael Schwartz at 
Michael@oneononeoutreach.org.

One-on-One delivery dates for 2016:
January 24, February 21, March 20, April 24, May 
22, June 26, July 24, August 28, September 25, 
October 20, November 20, December 25

Turning Point Transitional Housing 
For more than a decade, KI members have prepared and 
served dinner once per month for the residents of 
Turning Point Transitional Housing in Santa Monica. 
If you would like to be a part of this tradition, please 
contact Angela Wilder at angelawilder702@
yahoo.com.

Turning Point dates for 2016:
February 6, March 5, April 2, May 7, July 2, Aug 
13, September 3, October 15,  
November 24 (Thanksgiving), December 17
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tikkun olam

Faith Connect Event:
Kehillat Israel is proud to be a member of the Faith 
Committee of the Westside Shelter and Hunger Coalition. 
This year, the committee will be presenting its annual 
Faith Connect event on December 9 at 6:00pm at the 
West LA Winter Shelter. KI will be on hand to distrib-
ute heavy-duty rain ponchos to the homeless, as other 
congregations and agencies provide other much-needed 
clothing and services to shelter residents. Please contact 
tikkunolam@ourKI.org if you’d like to volunteer. 
(Age 18+ only)

Interested in getting more involved with 
Tikkun Olam? 
We’d love to have you! The first committee meeting of the 
year is Tuesday, September 8, 8:30 AM at KI. Please 
email tikkunolam@ourKI.org for more information.

Please consider a donation to the Tikkun Olam Restricted 
Fund to support KI’s ongoing efforts to heal the world.

Serving our Homeless Neighbors
KI is doubling its commit-
ment to serving homeless 
Angelenos in 2016. If you 
would like to cook and/or 
serve at one of the tran-
sitional living facilities or 
drop-in centers for adults, 
women, families or youth 
in the coming year, please 
contact Michelle Ross to arrange a date and 
location that works for your group. Groups of all sizes 
and ages can be accommodated, as can special requests 
for days and times. There is a need for people to serve from 
morning til night, seven days a week, all over Los Angeles.  
We urge everyone to commit to just one meal, though we’d 
love it if you committed to more!

4th Annual Hanukah 
Sustainability Film Screening and Discussion
Thursday, December 3, 7:00 PM at KI
See page 8 for more details. 

Tu B’Shevat 
On January 24, KI will be working outdoors in honor 
of Tu B’Shevat.This will be an offsite project to benefit 
the environment. For more information, contact 
Angela Milstein at tikkunolam@ourKI.org.

And on February 28 at 
5:00pm, our Annual 
(Almost) Monthly Oscar 
Night event returns to the 
Social Hall. This year we will be 
packing 1,500 sack lunches for 
homeless Angelenos to be 
distributed through local 
agencies. And, of course, we’ll 
have dinner and watch the 
Academy Awards broadcast. 
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Enrichment at KI infuses life-long Jewish learning into our community by offering a wide range of arts, cultural and 
educational experiences. Choose a class, workshop, program or event that will expand your horizons and deepen 
your spiritual connection to Judaism. Featured events this winter include:

For more details and to RSVP to all programs and events please go to www.ourKI.org.

community
enrichment

Jewish Mysticism
December 2 
7:00-8:30 PM at KI 
Taught by Rabbi Amy Bernstein 
Explore its meaning and relevance for 
our modern life. This is a continuation of 
last year's study group: Bringing Jewish 
Spirituality into the Jewish 
Experience, and will use the same book, 
“Jewish Mysticism and the Spiritual Life.” 

 
Synagogue Collaborative  
Hartman Westside Lecture Series 
Sundays, December 13, January 31, March 6 and April 3 
4:00-6:00 PM off-site 
Kehillat Israel is proud to co-sponsor a six-part lecture series that 
will have all of Jewish Los Angeles talking! FREE admission to all 
who RSVP. 
 

What Judaism Teaches about 
Death, Dying and the 
Afterlife "What Happens When 
We Die?" 
Monday, December 14
7:30 PM at KI 
Taught by 
Rabbi Steven Carr Reuben 
Does Judaism believe in reincarna-

tion? Does the soul live on when the body dies? What are Jewish 
attitudes about suicide and ending our own lives?  Rabbi Reuben 
will explore these and other Jewish attitudes about a wide range 
of questions related to death, dying and afterlife in part three of 
this three-part adult Jewish studies series.  
 

"Tales of the Talmud"
Wednesdays, December 16, January 20, 
February 17, March 16, May 18, 
7:00-8:30 PM at KI 
Taught by Rabbi Nick Renner 
In this series, we'll visit some of the stories 
and characters I have found to be most 
powerful throughout my own Jewish journey.

These stories resonate with our lives and reality, our relationship 
to Judaism and the divine – and our own spirituality.   

Shabbat Dinner with 
Rabbi David Teutsch 
Friday, December 18 , 6:00 PM at KI 
Rabbi David Teutsch, Ph.D., is director of the 
Center for Jewish Ethics and the Louis & Myra 
Wiener Professor of Contemporary Jewish 
Civilization at the Reconstructionist 
Rabbinical College, where he previously 

served as president. The editor-in-chief of the groundbreaking 
seven-volume Kol Haneshamah Reconstructionist prayer book 
series, Rabbi Teutsch is also the author of Spiritual Community: 
The Power to Restore Hope, Commitment and Joy (Jewish Lights, 
2005) as well as dozens of other books and articles. Of special 
interest to Reconstructionists throughout the world, he published 
four essential Reconstructionist guides to Jewish practice.

Miracles, Magic and Mystery-Life 
Lessons from Hasidic Masters  
Mondays, January 11, 
February 22, March 7, 7:30 PM at KI
Taught by Rabbi Steven Carr Reuben
Jewish wisdom comes in many forms and 
some of the greatest sources have always 
been the stories of Hasidic Masters of Eastern 
Europe in the 18th century. Funny, poignant, 

powerful and profound, Rabbi Reuben will share stories that 
inspire and teach some of the most important life lessons that 
Jewish civilization can teach us about living a life that matters.
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enrichment

January 28 at KI
GETT: The Trial of Viviane Amsalem
An Israeli woman (Ronit Elkabetz) 
seeking to finalize her divorce from her 
cruel and manipulative husband finds 
herself effectively put on trial by her 
country's religiously-based marriage 
laws, in this riveting drama from sibling 
directors Shlomi and Ronit Elkabetz 
(who is also one of Israeli cinema's 

most acclaimed actresses). In Israel only rabbis can legalize a 
marriage or its dissolution, which is only possible with the 

husband's full consent, but her husband Elisha will not agree. 
Viviane's determination to fight for her freedom, and the 
ambiguous role of the judges shape a procedure in which 
tragedy vies with absurdity, and where everything is brought 
out for judgment. © Music Box Films  RSVP online at 
www.ourKI.org.

More great movie screenings to come: February 
25, March 31, April 28, May 26, and June 23. Films 
being considered include: "Dough," "Ten from your show of 
Shows," "Numbered,"and "Phoenix."

6:45 PM Seating I 7:00 PM Screening
Popcorn and dessert will be served
Q&A session follows each screening

David Siegel, 
Consul General 
of Israel in 
Los Angeles
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WE DID IT!
Thanks to our congregation's extraordinary advocacy 
and generosity, KI provided 162,549 pounds of food to 
the Westside Food Bank during our 2015 High Holy Days Food 
Drive –  we surpassed our goal by over 20%! 
 
Even more, KI donated more than any other single organization. 
Way to go, KI! As a result, this year alone, we will provide over 
130,000 meals to those in need. Since KI's inaugural High Holy 
Days Food Drive in 2001, we have distributed 320 tons of food 
through the Westside Food Bank. 

 
We can truly be proud of the role we play as a faith community in helping to end hunger on the 
Westside. Next year's goal: 165,000 pounds!

High Holy Days Food Drive

Honoring distinguished leaders of our congregation: 

Barbara & Ed Dreyfus • Carol & Bert Kleinman
Recipients of the 2016 Kehillah Builders Award for their years 

of dedication and service to Kehillat Israel.

Kehillah Builders Luncheon
11th Annual

Sunday, January 17, 2016
11:30 AM - 1:00 PM at Kehillat Israel

While there is NO CHARGE for the luncheon, join us in honoring Barbara, Ed, Carol and Bert
by including your name in our program book. Suggested donation is $100, but any amount is greatly appreciated. 

 
Please RSVP by January 11 online at www.ourKI.org, 

by sending in your invitation reply card, or by calling Fontana at 424.214.7459.
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Many know the song “Al Shlosha 
D’varim,” which interprets the pillars 
to be Torah, Avodah (service) and 
Gemilut Hasadim (Acts of Loving-
kindness). Fits synagogue life quite 
well, no?

What I just learned, though, is that 
the word kayam (from the verb 
kiyem) in “Al shlosha d’varim haolam 
omed kayam,” introduces the notion 

of “bringing into existence.”  These pillars are not just there; we 
humans have to create and sustain them. Given that the heart 
and soul of KI is people, we truly rely on one another to create 
a sense of belonging and to make meaning in our lives and the 
lives of others.

I witness this all the time at KI.  

The Social Hall overflows with volunteers at our (Almost) Monthly 
Tikkun Olam events. Our KI Sages Shabbat dinners buzz with 
conversation and sparkle with the sweetness of our 7th grade 
server volunteers. The ECC and JEC curricula are full of lessons 
about belonging and living according to Jewish values. Even 

more importantly, the lessons are put into action in the classroom 
through our teens’ B’nai Mitzvah projects, and at events like the 
ECC Westside Food Bank Sort.

KI Encore! (age 60+) members are giving back and lending their 
talents and experience by leading others. JNet, Next Dor, 
Boychicks, and 20|30 offer additional venues for communities 
within our KI community to thrive. KINCaring – the volunteer 
“heart and soul” of KI, ensures that members experiencing a 
birth, death, illness or surgery, know that their KI family cares 
about them.  

Take a moment to reflect on your current engagement within the 
three pillars – Torah, Avodah (service) and Gemilut Hasadim (Acts 
of Lovingkindness) – and consider which one needs nurturing. 
How might you bring your unique existence into action at KI? 
My door is always open to help you navigate and to listen.

Building Kehilla 
BY DEVORAH SERVI

MEMBER ENGAGEMENT ASSOCIATE
dservi@ourKI.org

On Top of Three Things the World Stands: 
Emet (Truth), HaDin (the Law) 
and HaShalom(Peace)  
- Pirke Avot  

KI's KINCaring program is a wonderful opportunity to give back to the community in a meaning-
ful way. Through our KINCaring volunteers we bring the values of KI into the lives of those who 
are most in need of community support in a variety of ways.

Watch the KINcaring video at www.ourKI.org to learn more about KINCaring and how YOU can 
get involved.

Please contact KINCaring to offer a hand or request assistance by emailing Marcia DePaula, 
KINCaring Chair, at KINCaring@ourKI.org

community
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community
events

Chapter Meetings
Wednesdays, 
December 16 
January 20
February 17 
6:30 PM Networking
7:00 PM Meeting 
Network, grab a bite, and 
learn more about making 
business connections within 
the ever-growing com-
munity of Jewish business 
people, professionals, trades 
people, and corporate ex-
ecutives. RSVPs appreciated. 

December 16 is the 
JNET Palisades Holiday 
Party!

Your first two meetings 
are free. 

For more information 
about JNET, visit us 
online at:
www.jnetonline.org. 
To RSVP, contact 
programs@ourKI.org 
or call 424.214.7459.

KI Connects Launches 
Friday, December 11 at Family Shabbat!
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5TH ANNUAL 
KISS WOMEN’S RETREAT 
Omni Rancho Las Palmas Resort & Spa
Friday-Sunday, February 26-28, 2016
Visit www.ourKI.org for registration details.

KISS is off to a winning start this season! 

We hosted our annual Staff Appreciation Luncheon 
for the clergy and staff for their magnificent work for 
the High Holidays (and our KISS volunteers enjoyed a   

  lovely off-site luncheon as well.)  
  
We schmoozed over a delicious brunch as we created decorations for the KI 
Sukkah during Sukkot. And how about this year’s KISS kick-off event? We had 
a wonderful time dining over an extensive potluck dinner and giggling over the 
vintage film, “Bell Book & Candle." Fun was had by all. 

Please join us for some rejuvenating fun at the Annual KI Women’s retreat in 
Palm Desert at the Omni Rancho, where we will return once again February 26-28, 2016. While studying Torah, doing yoga, art and a 
little swimming we’ll be sure to rekindle old friendships and establish new ones.
 
Of course we all look forward to the Annual Hanukah party at the beautiful home of one of our KI congregants, to help us bring in 
the new year. And we look forward to more wonderful events in 2016 – like the Women’s Passover Celebration, the new “Legacy 

Stories” performance event and the opportunity to create holiday platters at “Color Me Mine.”
  
All women of KI are automatically KISS members and we cannot wait to see you at the upcoming events 
and programs.

To learn more about KISS, please contact me or Fontana Cohen, Program Director at KI. 

Warmest regards,
Sari Ehrenreich 
310.849.2822
sariehrenreich@gmail.com

December 8     KISS Hanukah Party 

December 23   Holidays Girls' Night Out 

January 27   Empowered Eating Event 

February 26-28   Women's Retreat 

March 6   Legacy: Stories for the Generations  

UPCOMING KISS EVENTS 

eventsevents
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Personal stories by members presented in the spirit of 
popular events. SUBMIT YOUR STORIES BY 
JANUARY 15!  
  
Join us by submitting your own stories for consideration 
(12 will be selected). Perhaps you have a family story 
steeped in Jewish tradition, or experienced a life-changing 
moment at KI that enriched your own story, or an event as 
a Jewish single, partner or parent that must be told - share 
them with us and create your own legacy! Storytellers must 
be available for each of the dates below. Selection will 
be based on blind submissions and criteria listed on the 
submission form.  

January 15    Story submissions due
February 5    Announcements of Selected Stories
February 21  Rehearsal   
February 28  Rehearsal 
March 6         EVENT

Visit www.ourKI.org to submit your story.
 

LEGACy: STOrIES FOR THE GEnErATIONS 
K I ' S  F I R S T  A N N U A L  L I V E  S T O R Y T E L L I N G  E V E N T ! 

“There's a story behind everything. How a picture got on a wall. 
How a scar got on your face. Sometimes the stories are simple, 
and sometimes they are hard and heartbreaking. But behind all 

your stories is always your mother's story, because 
hers is where yours begin.”  

Mitch Albom, For One More Day

KI Encore! is a new group that is exploring how KI can best connect 
its 500 members age 65+ and we'd like to invite you to join in the fun! For 
more information or to RSVP for KI Encore! events, contact Devorah Servi, 
Member Engagement Associate at 424.214.7463 or DServi@ourKI.org.

Upcoming Events 
Shabbat Dinner
Friday, December 18, 2015 
6:00 PM at KI 
Join KI Encore! table at the  
Shabbat Dinner with Rabbi David Teutsch 

Life Journeys 
Through Creative Journaling 
Mondays, January 11, January 25, 
February 1 and February 8  
10:00 AM-12:00 PM at the home of Judith Ubick 

Led by our very own Judith Ubick, this hands-on keepsake-
making workshop is for members who want to record 
significant events, travel and the lives of loved ones by sharing 
personal memories artistically. No prior art experience 
necessary as basic skills will be taught. Just come with a 
kavannah (intention) to free your spirit as you create a 
precious legacy for future generations. Contact Devorah 
Servi to RSVP and receive directions. 

UCLA Memory Training Class  
Thursdays, February 4, 11, 18, 25 
10:00 AM- 12:00 PM at KI 
Led by Frank Damon and Shelly Rosenberg.   

community
events

ENCORE!
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DECEMBER
2    Wed.  1:00-3:30 PM Bridge (Chapel)
14  Mon. 6:30-7:30 PM Savvy Sages with 
   Justin Grant (Chapel)
16  Wed. 3:00-4:30 PM Movie Club (Chapel)

JANUARY
6    Wed.  1:00-3:30 PM Bridge (Chapel)
11  Mon. 6:30-7:30 PM Savvy Sages with 
   Justin Grant (Chapel)
20  Wed. 3:00-4:30 PM Movie Club (Chapel)
22  Fri.    5:45-7:00 PM Shabbat Dinner 
   (Social Hall)
   Doors open 5:30 PM

FEBRUARY
3    Wed.  1:00-3:30 PM Bridge (Chapel)
8    Mon. 6:30-7:30 PM Savvy Sages with 
   Justin Grant (Chapel)
17  Wed. 3:00-4:30 PM Movie Club   
   (Chapel) 

C A L E N D A R

PLEASE NOTE:  The start time for the Shabbat Dinners 
is 5:45 PM. Shabbat Services start at 7:00 PM. Shabbat 
Dinners are held in the Social Hall. Activities and classes 
are held in the Chapel or Library.   
          
For Transportation to our events, please contact our 
KINCaring Volunteer Bert Kleinman at 310.295.9963.

For Shabbat Dinners, RSVP to Masha Fleissig at 
mfleissig@ourKI.org or 310.459.2328

Join us for our first event of 5776 as 
Rabbi Nick lights the hanukiyah on the 
3rd St. Promenade on the 4th Night of 
Hanukah (December 9th ). Festivities 
begin at 6:00 PM. After we light the 
hanukiyah, we will grab drinks and 
appetizers in the area and have a 
conversation about the miracle of lights – 
among other things. We look forward to 
seeing you!

For more information about 20|30, 
contact Fontana Cohen at 
fcohen@ourKI.org or call 424.214.7459.

Next Dor welcomes adults 45+ who are 
looking to stay connected with others in the 
congregation and enjoy events at KI and 
beyond. Next Dor comes together for social, 
spiritual and educational events-including 
Shabbat dinners, date nights and 
speaker series. 
 
Let's enjoy the next dor (generation) of our 
lives together, as a community! 
Upcoming Events:

Hanukah Concert & Latkes Reception   
December 13, 4:00 PM at KI

             Potluck Social & Game Night
             February 6, 6:30 PM 
             at Millie Wexler’s house

Visit www.ourKI.org/NextDor to learn more or RSVP.  Contact Lainie 
Sugarman at NextDor@ourKI.org or 310.795.8954 to get involved and/
or help plan events.

20|30

21
35

are you

years 
old?

TO

NEXT DOR

eventsevents
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Tribute cards are a wonderful way to remember your friends 
and relatives on important occasions: birthdays, anniversaries, 
recoveries from illness, as well as condolences. A tribute card 
will be sent in your name and an acknowledgment published in 
the KI Quarterly. The synagogue extends its sincere appreciation 
for the following donations:  

ANNUAL GIVING CAMPAIGN
• M. A. Beck 
• Kate Botel
• Justin and Ilana Farar
• Gisele Goldwater Feldman 
• William and Nancy Hirsch
• Jeffrey and Linda Mohr 

In Honor of
• Stephanie Blackman Lamm family by Seth Radwell 

In Memory of
• Lawrence and Leona Chudacoff by Ivan and Marsha Barrett 
• Arthur Barrett by Ivan and Marsha Barrett 
• Edgar Adler by Andrei and Vicki Doran 
• James Doran by Andrei and Vicki Doran 
• Ruth Mirvis by Robert and Robin Eatman 
• Charlotte Winokur by Tom and Marilyn Elias 
• Leon Hart by Nancy Hart 
• Charlotte Winokur by Donald and Carolyn Haselkorn 
• Murray Haselkorn by Donald and Carolyn Haselkorn 
• David Giesser by Philip and Barbara Kanof 
• Claire Klausner by Jeff and Tammy Klausner 
• Charlotte Winokur by Dennis and Janet Mendel 
• Bella Berger by Michael and Francine Ostrow 
• Grete Friedheim by Dorian Parker 
• Arlene and Richard Pillar by Matt Pillar 
• Leo Schiffer by Bernie and Terrie Schiffer 
• Leon Salter by Bernie and Terrie Schiffer 
• Jean Schiffer by Bernie and Terrie Schiffer 
• Max Tenzer by Isobel Tenzer 
• Bertha Tenzer by Isobel Tenzer 
• Anne Koplik by Isobel Tenzer 
• Edwin Pierson by Daniel and Lisa Weinberger 
• Morton Berdy by David and Carole White 
 
BEAUTIFICATION FUND 
In Memory of
• Hyman Kalan by Arnold and Joan Kalan 
• Andrew Weisz by Judith Ubick 

BERRIE LIBRARY FUND 
In Memory of
• Dorothy Rosenberg by Ken and Shelly Rosenberg 
• George Sheff by Ken and Shelly Rosenberg

BURTON J. MORRISON MUSIC FUND 
• Cantor Chayim and Marsi Frenkel 

In Honor of
• Lyn and Al Avins 65th wedding anniversary by Ernest and 
   Barbara Marx 

In Memory of
• Irv Bauer by Margot Morrison 
• Charlotte Winokur by Margot Morrison and family 
• Bill Ingles by Margot Morrison 

CANTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
Officiating at
• Her mother’s unveiling by Robert and Karen Cypers 
• Her husband Nathan’s unveiling, by Eleanor Leanse 

In Appreciation of
• Cantor Frenkel’s Soul and In Memory of Jeff Galant by Ross 
   and Nicole Levinsohn 
• Cantor Frenkel being able to assist others by David and 
   Dianne Markman 
• A Happy and Healthy New Year by Amy and Brad Pearl 
• Wonderful clergy by Pat and Roberta Wilson 
• Our mother’s unveiling by Alan Yellin 

In Gratitude for
• High Holiday Services by Stuart and Yvonne Lasher 

In Honor of
• Marley Abowitz’s Bat Mitzvah support by Andy Abowitz 
   and Michael Levin 
• Leo’s Bar Mitzvah by Justin and Miriam Bookey 
• High Holiday Services by Debra Brunstein 
• Nicole Feig’s Bat Mitzvah by Glenn and Kathy Feig 
• Lifting the Torah at Rosh Hashanah by Jules and Jodi Freeman 
• Craig and Marty’s wedding ceremony by David Friedman
• Lauren’s Bat Mitzvah by Zac and Kimberly Hartog 
• A Happy and Healthy New Year by Sofie Howard 
• Their wedding by Justin and Gilli Joseffy 
• Their daughter Meredith’s wedding by Charlie and Jo Ann Kaplan 
• Cantor Frenkel by Laura Kuper 
• Jake’s Bar Mitzvah by Cliff and Lori Lyon 
• Cantor Frenkel’s Musical Spirit by Ron and Gloria Malkin 
• Cantor Chayim Frenkel by Jessica Nadel and the Feffer family
• A Happy and Healthy New Year by Roger and Marlene Schaffner 
• Sophia’s Bat Mitzvah by Carole Schwartz 
• High Holidays with Cantor Frenkel by Rhonda Slater 
• Their wedding anniversary by Paul and Millie Wexler 
• High Holidays by Deborah Lehman and Marc Wishingrad
• Hanukah concert by Jackie Maduff and Arnie Wishnick
• Their wedding ceremony by Jackie Maduff and Arnie Wishnick
• High Holiday Services by Carol and Alan Yellin

In Memory of
• Pete Caubisens by Todd and Denise Bonder 
• Mother and grandmother, Marsha Boxer, by Brian and 
   Selina Boxer Wachler 
• Beatrice Burstein by Andrew Besser and Joannie Burstein Besser 
• Maurice Cohen by Mitchell and Judy Cohen 
• Phillip Ginsburg by Jeffrey and Debra Colbert 
• Larry Brezner by Janice and Billy Crystal
• Charlotte Winokur by Thomas and Peter Elias 
• Mary Bregman by Gordon Gerson 
• Father and grandfather, George Gottesman by Richard and 
   Eve Gottesman 
• Charles Silverman by Marcy, Chance and Carson Horky
• Mildred Schurgin by Michelle Schurgin Indursky
• Adele Morse Platt by Susan Lebow 
• Mollye Jochnowitz by Norm Beegun and Harriet Leva 
• William Lippman by Sy and Lany Lippman 
• Douglas Midwin by Ronald and Marka Midwin 
• Gilbert Morton by Robert and Jenny Morton 
• Bob Murray by Gloria Murray 
• Dorothy Nadohl by Allan and Aileen Nadohl 
• Milt Sampson by Adam and Debra Silbar 
• Larry Druss by Jeff and Lisa Simon 
• Lester Schwartz by Randall and Lisa Davidson and Carol Solomon 
• Milton Shatsky by Stan and Elaine Swartz 
• Cantor Uri Frenkel by Corey Weiss 
• Cathie B. Wishnick by Arnie Wishnick 
• David Schwartz by George Wolkon 
• Sara Zionts by Sunny and Lewis Zionts   

CONGREGATIONAL COMMITMENT ASSISTANCE FUND 
In Memory of
• Charlotte Winokur by Tom and Marilyn Elias 

DONALD GOLDBERG MEMORIAL 

CHILDREN’S BOOK FUND 
In Memory of
• Donald Goldberg by Diane Goldberg 

EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER FUND 
In Honor of
• Julia Lurie’s birthday by Louis Lurie 

ISRAEL TRAVEL AND STUDY FUND 
• Richard and Barbara Bergman
• Robert and Robin Burg
• Les and Diane Hajnal
• Marshall and Kathy Wax 

KIN CARING FUND 
In Gratitude to
• Marcia De Paula’s devotion to KINCaring and generosity to KI by
   Rabbi Amy Bernstein and Matt Davidson 

In Memory of
• Sally Kanowith by Marvin Klein and Susan Kanowith-Klein 

KEHILLAT ISRAEL GENERAL FUND
In Honor of
• Their warm welcome to the KI community by Jeff and Layne Lepes 

In Memory of
• Larry Dubey, Mitchell Dubey, William Dubey - in appreciation 
   to the KI staff by Ruth Dubey 

RABBI BERNSTEIN’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
• Bart Lynn and Beverley Auerbach
• Marshall and Kathy Wax 

In Appreciation of
• Yizkor Services by Marcy and Alan Honig 

In Gratitude for
• Torah Study classes by Tikva Kaszas 
• The fabulous High Holy Day Services by Carol and Alan Yellin 
• The moving Rosh Hashanah Services by Sofie Howard 
• Their wedding by Jackie Maduff and Arnie Wishnick 

In Honor of
• Francine and Michael Ostrow’s 50th wedding anniversary by
   Richard and Jane Abrams 
• Nicole Feig’s Bat Mitzvah by Glenn and Kathy Feig 
• The wedding of Jackie Maduff and Arnie Wishnick by 
   Audrey Wishnick Greenberg
• The wedding of Jackie Maduff and Arnie Wishnick by Laura 
   and Elliot Gross 
• The wedding of Meredith Kaplan and Josh Nelson by Charlie 
   and Jo Ann Kaplan 
• Rabbi Amy Bernstein by Laura Kuper 
• Judie Rodman’s unveiling by Matthew and Rene Rodman 

In Memory of
• Mary Brooks by Mel Brooks 
• Beverly Ostrov and Samuel Finger by Marlene Clark 
• George Gottesman by Anthea-Jeanne Cribbs 
• Charlotte Winokur by Tom and Marilyn Elias 
• Mary Bregman by Gordon Gerson 
• George Gottesman by Richard and Eve Gottesman and 
   Daniel and Matthew Gottesman
• Daniel Hillman by Jana Gustman 
• Julius Guthman by Laura Guthman 
• Robin Oblath by Danice Hertz and Lisa Hertz 
• David Thompson by Michael and Kathleen Orlinsky 
• Jennie Garelik by Blanche and Reuben Rosloff 
• Adele Selman by Neil Selman 
• David Louis Selman by Neil Selman 
• Larry Druss by Jeff and Lisa Simon 
• A. L. Swartz by Stan and Elaine Swartz 
• George Shatsky by Elaine and Stan Swartz 

community
tributes/contributions  
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• To Deekla and Jonathon Weiss, on the birth of their son, 
   Collin J. Weiss
• To Leyna and John Unger, on the birth of their daughter, 
   Astoria “Story” Arden Unger
• To Rebeka and Paul Sinclair, on the birth of their son, 
   Carter Sinclair
• To Meagen and Brian Midwin, on the birth of their daughter,
   Charlotte Arianna Midwin
• To Marka and Ronald Midwin, on the birth of their 
   granddaughter, Charlotte Arianna Midwin
• To Sami and Brian Avner, on the birth of their son, Eyal Seth Avner

 

Thank you to the following people who supported the Scrip 
Program in August, September, and October.

• KI raised over $17,000 to help send kids to Jewish 
   Summer Camps via "Tour de Summer Camps."
• We congratulate KI congregants Dr. Gilbert & Patricia Martin 
   on the Dedication of the Gilbert & Patricia Martin Family Birth
   & Newborn Center at the Queen of the Valley Hospital in West
   Covina. We commend your leadership and well-deserved honor
   commemorating your tireless commitment to critically ill infants.
• Congratulations to KI Congregants Andrew K. Besser and 
   Robert Landes who are being honored at the annual Beit
   T’Shuvah fundraising Gala in January 2016 for their pioneering
   work to normalize the conversation about drug addiction and
   mental health issues in our families and in our communities.
• Congratulations KI on 65 years of Building Community!  
   Happy Anniversary, KI!
  

• The Snyder Family on the death of their family member, 
   Neely Snyder 
• Garth Green, Kelly Green-Koffman, and Stacy Green-Kirshbaum,
   on the death of their uncle, Elliott Maltzman 
• Claire and Jonas Rawson-Dannenbaum, on the death of their
   godparent, David Wile 
• Lisa Dannenbaum and Kathleen Rawson, on the death of their
   chosen family member, David Wile 
• Rabbi Avi Winokur and Shana Winokur, on the death of their
   mother, Charlotte Winokur 
• Greg Nathanson, on the death of his wife,  Jodi Nathanson 
• Jeff and Audra Nathanson, on the death of their sister-in-law,
   Jodi Nathanson 
• Sandra Hieronymus, on the death of her mother, Ann Smith  
• Dave Hieronymus, on the death of his mother-in-law, Ann Smith  
• Sophie Hieronymus, on the death of her grandmother, Ann Smith  
• Liz Wiener, on the death of her mother, Sylvia Wiener 
• Bob Schibel, on the death of his friend, Merv Adelman 
• Lexi, Ellie, Gary and Andrew Adelson and Ava Nesis, on the 
  death of their father, Merv Adelman 
• Avi Albek, on the death of his mother, Chanina Berta Albek 
• Lewis Zionts, on the death of his mother, Sara Zionts 
• Melanie Green, on the death of her friend Paula Faire’s father,
   Robert Clark 
• Danice Hertz, on the death of her mother, Robin Oblath 
• Bess Lurie, on the death of her longtime friend, Bill Hiller 
• Donald Haselkorn, on the death of his sister, Marla Osband 
• Philippe Elmaleh, on the death of his father, Jacques Elmaleh 
• Joan Herman, on the death of her father, Roland Herman 
• Gail Moore, on the death of her aunt, Dorothy Landay 
• Sheri Gerrman, on the death of her grandmother, Edith Baker 

Gelsons $175.00
Barbara and Martin Druss
Anne Roberts and Wayne Neiman 
Linda and Tony Rubin 

Ralphs $48.45
Due to Ralphs privacy policy no names are provided

Joy Dabby and Joel Ball
Kathy and Andrew Bobrow
Tamy and Marc Cohen
Gabrielle Cohen and 
  David Davidson 
Adriana and Michel Eberhardt
Elise and James Edwards
Jacqueline and Keith Elkins
Melissa and Steve Glazer
Leslye and Robert Goldberg
Alissa and Kevin Grayson
Tamara and Philip Heller
Jenn Leitzes and Jon Hoeber
Alison and David Hoffman
Stacy Katz
Amy Bolker-Kaufman and 
  Craig Kaufman
Kim and Sam Lee
Amy and Scott Lehr

Elissa and Michael Linowes
Arin Mathern and Ariel Aguirre 
Gail Moore
Nancy Herrera 
  and Stuart Newmark
Jennifer Rich
Jennifer and Michael Richter
Carrie and David Ring
Natasha Roland
Paige and Matt Tolmach 
Eileen Sheiniuk
Vida Simon
Sara and Andy Singer
Ruth Snyder
Rachel and Nicholas Starkman
Jessica and Gil Weisblum
Amanda Weitzman
Cecile and Richard Willis
Elise Zuckerman

• Sara Zionts by Lewis and Sunny Zionts 

RABBI RENNER DISCRETIONARY FUND
In Gratitude for
• Rabbi Renner’s caring by Daniel and Enid Lambert 

In Honor of
• The Teen Talmud class by Justin and Miriam Bookey 
• High Holy Day Services at KI by Arnold and Joan Kalan 
• Rabbi Renner by Laura Kuper 

In Memory of
• Charlotte Winokur by Tom and Marilyn Elias 
• George Gottesman by Eve and Richard Gottesman 
• Charlotte Winokur by Joel Hecker 
• Robert S. Prentice by Bea Prentice 
• Larry Druss by Jeff and Lisa Simon 

RABBI REUBEN’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
• Pat and Roberta Wilson 

In Gratitude for
• Recovery of Adam Anderson by Caroline Anderson 

In Honor of
• Their daughter Meredith’s wedding by Charlie and Jo Ann Kaplan 
• Jack Fuchs’ Bar Mitzvah by Doug Fuchs and Caroline Wittcoff 

In Memory of
• Charlotte Winokur by Tom and Marilyn Elias 
• William Friedman by Denise Friedman 
• Merv Adelson by Ellen Ross Goldstein 

RABBI SHERYL LEWART ADULT EDUCATION FUND 
• The clergy and choir for Selichot Services by Gerry and 
   Linda Owen 

SENIORS FUND 
In Honor of
• Bert Kleinman by Laura Kuper 
• Phyllis Braveman by Libby Schwartz 

In Memory of
• Jennie Moskowitz by Leah Manning 

SHULI WITIES TORAH BEAUTIFICATION FUND 
In Memory of
• Larry Kalan by Arnold and Joan Kalan 

THE PEPPY STERN ADULT B’NAI MITZVAH FUND 
In Memory of
• Charlotte Winokur by Chuck and Mary Rapoport 

TIKKUN OLAM FUND 
In Memory of
• Wilodean Silvernail by Bert and Carol Kleinman 
• Charlotte Winokur by Carleen Riach 
 

let the ki community share 
in your life-cycle events. 

let us know!  

Help the KI Scrip Program 
by registering your Ralphs card to 

support KI. If you need help 
online, please contact 

Devorah Servi at dservi@ourKI.org 
or call 424.214.7463.

If you would like to announce a 
birth or death in the KI Quarterly, 
please contact Devorah Servi at 
424.214.7463. Or if you would like 
to congratulate someone for an 
event or accomplishment in Kvell 
Corner, please send to Anita Lane 
at alane@ourKI.org.
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