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The privilege to serve
BY Rabbi STEVEN CARR REUBEN, PH.D.

running that very same clinic in Africa today) and her husband
and three daughters were actually members of my own
congregation. I felt as if I had been given a profound gift, for
suddenly the privilege to serve part of his family, the man whose
entire life was dedicated to service, had become mine.
From Bat Mitzvahs, to weddings, to funerals, I have had the
blessing of being part of the cycles and rhythms of their lives for
all these years. It was actually something Albert Schweitzer once
wrote that I read in college that was part of the very reason I
became a rabbi in the first place, and has served as a constant
source of inspiration. Schweitzer wrote, “I don’t know what your
destiny will be, but one thing I know; the only ones among you
who will be really happy are those who have sought and found
how to serve.”
That has been the greatest gift of my rabbinate all these years
– having “sought and found how to serve.” For long ago I
realized that although having Schweitzer’s granddaughter in
the congregation was indeed a privilege, it was the exact same
privilege I was afforded by every other family in KI, every other
bar or bat mitzvah, every baby I have named, every couple I have
married, every family I have comforted at the death of a loved one
and helped through the difficult and challenging transitions of
loss and grief. The real gift, the real privilege of being a rabbi, is
that all of you have opened your hearts and families and allowed
me to be part of the most precious, powerful, and meaningful
moments of your lives.
I have always felt a particular closeness and spiritual connection
to Albert Schweitzer. His remarkable story of life-long service to
others, his willingness to leave the comfort of home to travel to
Africa and dedicate his life to creating a medical clinic that to this
very day continues to bring hope and healing to the poorest of
the poor in that troubled continent is a never-ending source of
inspiration and wonder.
So imagine my surprise and delight when I became the rabbi
of Kehillat Israel some 27 years ago to discover that Albert
Schweitzer’s granddaughter, Christianne Engel (who is now

I feel blessed every day to have this privilege and I cherish it more
than anyone can ever know. All transitions are challenging, and
as I transition over the next year and a half from “Senior rabbi”
to “Rabbi Emeritus” and hand over the rabbinic leadership to the
remarkable Rabbi Bernstein, I am sure there will be emotional
highs and lows along the way. Knowing that as emeritus I will
continue to be a part of the KI clergy and congregational family
for the rest of my life will make it that much easier as my new role
emerges over time. The privilege to serve has been the guiding
principle of my life and I am grateful and excited that Didi and my
life and the life of KI will be inextricably intertwined forever.

from the

president

BY KATHLEEN RAWSON

By now most of you know that we have commenced our 18-month celebration of Rabbi Reuben's
transition to Rabbi Emeritus and Rabbi Bernstein’s promotion to Senior Rabbi July 2014. As part of these
exciting changes we have begun the all-important search for a new Associate or Assistant Rabbi to join our KI Family. I wanted to take
the time in this quarter’s newsletter to share with you the process that we are going through to find the right person for KI.
The Board of Trustees is well equipped to embark on this work. The expertise and experience is remarkable for a volunteer board,
and we are again blessed to have such dedicated lay leadership and staff as we move forward in hiring. There are no professional
recruitment services to find a rabbi so as is our practice, a Search Committee has been formed. The committee consists of Clergy,
congregants, past Presidents, Board Members and myself. The Reconstructionist movement provides some assistance to congregations
seeking new rabbis, but ultimately the committee and Board will work through the process. And unlike most professions, there is
actually a rabbinical hiring season that runs from winter to early spring, so our search has begun in earnest. It’s our desire to have a
new Associate or Assistant Rabbi in place by July 1st of this year.
The goal of the entire Board as we work through the transition plan together is to provide a full year of overlap to allow our newest
member of the clergy time to settle in and become an integrated part of the congregation under the tutelage of Rabbis Reuben
and Bernstein.
As you probably guessed with even the greatest of intentions there is unquestionably some luck and serendipity that must take place
during the process. As a mature congregation entering its 62nd year with almost 1,000 families, we are naturally looking for someone
with a number of years of experience to complement our already outstanding clergy and staff. And being the largest Reconstructionist
Congregation in the country, it is of utmost importance to us that we seek to hire, if possible, a Reconstructionist rabbi.
Finding the right candidate is imperative -- the closeness and mutual admiration our clergy share with each other is one of the
hallmarks that make Kehillat Israel such an extraordinary place.
With Rabbi Reuben’s lifelong commitment to maintaining a close tie to our synagogue and the continued love and support from
Chayim and Rabbi Bernstein, we are certain we can preserve the blessing of unity that is KI.

A Week of Civil Discourse in Los Angeles

Sponsors: KI, UCLA, LMU and CLUE-LA
Featured Event: An evening with Dr. Izzeldin Abuelaish
Wednesday, April 17, 7:30 PM at KI	
Program underwriting provided by the Silton Family Foundation
Our world is desperately in need of
simple civil discourse and our own
community is no exception. We can't
help but hear the echo of Rodney
King's famous plea, "Can't we all
just get along?"
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We all need an opportunity to talk
to each other with respect and dignity, to open up to allow another to
feel our personal sorrows, share our
personal struggles, and support each other in our mutual desire
to live lives of meaning and purpose. That is why we have joined

together to sponsor "A Week of Civil Discourse" in Los Angeles,
April 16-21 featuring the remarkable humanitarian and author,
Dr. Izzeldin Abuelaish, author of "I Shall Not Hate," who will
appear at venues throughout Los Angeles leading conversations
that will help each of us discover the common humanity within us
all. Join us in this unprecedented Week of Civil Discourse which
we believe can help transform our community from a world in
pieces to a world where peace is not merely a dream.
Please check our website for event details. If you can’t
make the event at KI, Dr. Abuelaish will be speaking in
the evening at LMU on Tuesday the 16th, and UCLA on
Thursday the 17th.

prayer

shabbat

t o u c h o f t o r a h
April 6 | Shemini
(Leviticus 9:1-11:47)
This week’s portion outlines the traditional Jewish dietary
laws of what is and is not permissible to eat. “Kosher”
really means “spiritually fit” to consume, so perhaps this
week you can heighten your awareness of what you put
into your body, and the impact on your spiritual side of
the food you eat. You might make one decision this week
not to eat something that causes harm to your body as a
spiritual gift to your soul.

March 9 | Vayakhel-Pekudey
(Exodus 35:1-40:38)
Moses asks the people to voluntarily contribute their gold
and silver to help build the sanctuary in the desert, and
this first building campaign in Jewish history had to be
called off because the people were so generous that they
had more money than they needed. Perhaps this is the
week to pick a personal tzedakah project for you or your
family and follow in our ancestor’s footsteps.

April 13 | Tazri’a-Metzora
(Leviticus 12:1-15:33)
These two portions (one of three double portions this
month) teach the Torah laws of how to treat those who
are sick with socially fearful illnesses. We learn of
compassion for the suffering and the natural fears that
affect the healthy. You might think of the times you have
been sick and how lonely it can feel. Think of one thing you
might do this week to reach out to someone who is alone,
recently divorced, ill, or recently experienced the death of
a loved one and remind them that who they are matters
regardless of the specific circumstances of their lives.

March 16 | Vayikra
(Leviticus 1:1-5:26)
The book of Leviticus is filled with descriptions of offerings
and sacrifices that the people had to bring to the temple.
The very first portion contains the Biblical expectation that
both rulers and common people will sin. Judaism is
fundamentally a democratic and egalitarian spiritual
civilization, expecting both the best and the worst from
everyone. Think this week of things you have done that
you regret and choose a way of making amends to yourself or to others.
March 23 | Tzav
(Leviticus 6:1-8:36)
This portion teaches the Children of Israel the details of
the different kinds of animal sacrifices they were to bring
to the Priests in the temple. What is the nature of “sacrifice” today? You might think about what you are willing
to sacrifice to achieve success, fulfillment and a sense of
meaning and purpose in your life. What are the ways in
which you demonstrate your thanks or gratitude for the
blessings that surround you each day?
March 30 | Pesah
Every year we retell the story of the Exodus from Egypt,
and how “with a strong hand and an outstretched arm”
God freed us from slavery. This week you might identify
the things in your life to which you are currently enslaved,
and the kind of “strong hand” that you need to help free
you from that enslavement. Find someone to whom you
can stretch out your arm in friendship, support or love and
thereby help free them as well.

April 20 | Aharey mot - Kedoshim
(Leviticus 16:1-20:27)
The center of the Torah is contained in this portion, and
the central message of the Torah is “Kedoshim te’heyu”
“Be Holy!” We all search for holiness in life and the Torah
teaches this week that holiness is found in the way we
treat ourselves and others and our actions that can create
holiness in the world. Find ways this week to bring more
holiness into your own life each day.
April 27 | Emor
(Leviticus 21:1-24:23)
This portion teaches ethical lessons by way of specific ritual
rules for priests, thus we are not to consume blood to learn
sanctity of life, we don’t eat scavengers so that we shun
such behavior ourselves, and we treat animals in such a
way as to avoid unnecessary pain to sensitize us to the
pain of all living creatures. Notice this week the many ethical lessons that you can learn from the animals in your life.

May 4 | Behar - Behukotay
(Leviticus 25:1-27:34)
The Torah commands us to give even our land a rest every
7 years. It is a profound teaching of respect for the earth
and our responsibility to nurture and protect our
environment. Find several ways you can encourage the
earth and our natural resources to rest from the
destruction of modern technology and industry this week.
May 11 | Bemidbar
(Numbers 1:1-4:20)
We begin the Book of Numbers this week with a census of
the Israelite tribes and the Jewish people. Think of the ways
in which you are also willing to “stand up and be counted”
within the Jewish community as well.
May 18 | Naso
(Numbers 4:21-7:89)
This week’s portion contains words of blessing recited
more often than any other in Jewish history. It is the
traditional “priestly benediction,” which the rabbis and
cantor recite over every bar and bat mitzvah, wedding
couple and special occasion in Jewish life. It begins, “May
God bless and protect you.” Think of three ways you have
been blessed this week. The second part says, “May God’s
face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.” See if you
can think of three ways this week in which you experience
the face of God in your life.
May 25 | Beha’aloteha
(Numbers 8:1-12:16)
When the children of Israel experience the hardship of the
desert in this week’s portion, they immediately begin to cry
out with longing for their former lives in Egypt. Instead of
excitement over the chance to create a new life with new
freedom and unlimited opportunity, they keep their eyes
firmly focused on a reinvented past. They actually claimed
to miss the time of their enslavement to Pharoah, over the
struggles of freedom. Make a commitment this week to
keep your life focus pointed forward, toward the meaning
and success that you can create as you face each new day.

“May God bless you
and protect you.”
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March 2 | Ki Tisa
(Exodus 30:11-34:35)
In this week’s portion we find another example of Biblical
characters modeling human flaws. Aaron tries to duck
personal responsibility for the Golden Calf by telling Moses
that he took the gold that was given to him “…and I cast
it in the fire, and there came out this calf.” (Ex. 32:24).
Think of ways that you, too avoid accepting responsibility
for results in your life and resolve to take back the
responsibility for your own life.

Our B’nai Mitzvah

KI News

4

Alice Grainge,
daughter of Caroline
and Lucian Grainge
will be called to the
Torah as a Bat Mitzvah
on March 2, 2013
at 10:00 AM

Riley Aronson,
daughter of Robin
and Daniel Aronson will
be called to the Torah as
a Bat Mitzvah on
March 2, 2013
at 4:30 PM

Alexis Gorlick,
daughter of Eileen
and Mark Gorlick will be
called to the Torah as a
Bat Mitzvah on
March 9, 2013
at 4:30 PM

Brendan Alec Sharpe,
son of Sheri and David
Sharpe will be called
to the Torah as a Bar
Mitzvah on March 16,
2013 at 10:00 AM

Emma Milstein,
daughter of Angela
and Mark Milstein will
be called to the Torah
as a Bat Mitzvah on
March 16, 2013
at 4:30 PM

Felix Aron Massey,
son of Dawn and Ed
Massey will be called
to the Torah as a Bar
Mitzvah on March 23,
2013 at 10:00 AM

McKenna Latt,
daughter of Melissa and
Brian Latt will be called
to the Torah as a Bat
Mitzvah on March 23,
2013 at 4:30 PM

Sydney Leib,
daughter of Caren and
Dave Leib will be called
to the Torah as a Bat
Mitzvah on April 6, 2013
at 10:00 AM

Kyla Kirshner,
daughter of Gaby and
Randy Kirshner will be
called to the Torah as a
Bat Mitzvah on April 6,
2013 at 4:30 PM

Josh Norris Dembo,
son of Mary Norris
Dembo and Chuck
Dembo will be called
to the Torah as a Bar
Mitzvah on April 13,
2013 at 4:30 PM

Sam Schiff, son of
Lauren and Anton Schiff
will be called to the
Torah as a Bar Mitzvah
on April 20, 2013
at 10:00 AM

Brett Bergman,
son of Pam and Alan
Bergman will be called
to the Torah as a Bar
Mitzvah on April 20,
2013 at 4:30 PM

Daniel Gottesman,
son of Eve and Rick
Gottesman will be called
to the Torah as a Bar
Mitzvah on April 27,
2013 at 10:00 AM

Katherine Lutz,
daughter of Kimberly
Lutz will be called to
the Torah with her sister
Katherine as a Bat
Mitzvah on April 27,
2013 at 4:30 PM

Alexandra Lutz,
daughter of Kimberly
Lutz will be called to
the Torah with her sister
Katherine as a Bat
Mitzvah on April 27,
2013 at 4:30 PM

March-May
Sophie Ara Kaviar,
daughter of Sara and
Brent Kaviar will be
called to the Torah as a
Bat Mitzvah on May 4,
2013 at 10:00 AM

Hannah Megery,
daughter of Laurie and
John Megery z”l will be
called to the Torah as a
Bat Mitzvah on May 4,
2013 at 4:30 PM

Samantha Erica Yorn,
daughter of Julie and
Kevin Yorn will be called
to the Torah as a Bat
Mitzvah on May 11,
2013 at 10:00 AM

Nicky Wayne, son of
June Murphy and Lucy
Wayne will be called
to the Torah with his
brother Jamie as a Bar
Mitzvah on May 11,
2013 at 1:00 PM

Jamie Wayne, son of
June Murphy and Lucy
Wayne will be called
to the Torah with his
brother Nicky as a Bar
Mitzvah on May 11,
2013 at 1:00 PM

Oliver Nathan Wilder,
son of Angela and Rex
Wilder will be called
to the Torah as a Bar
Mitzvah on May 11,
2013 at 4:30 PM

Sidney Schwartz,
son of Rebecca and
Steven Schwartz will be
called to the Torah as a
Bar Mitzvah on May 18,
2013 at 10:00 AM

Joseph Adin
Suddleson, son of
Anna and Eric Suddleson
will be called to the
Torah as a Bar Mitzvah
on May 18, 2013
at 1:00 PM

Maci Isabelle Zakarin
daughter of Debra
Mostow Zakarin and
Scott Zakarin will be
called to the Torah as a
Bat Mitzvah on May 18,
2013 at 4:30 PM

Sarah Fahn,
daughter of Jewlz and
Terry Fahn will be called
to the Torah with her
sister Hannah as a Bat
Mitzvah on May 25,
2013 at 4:30 PM

Hannah Fahn,
daughter of Jewlz and
Terry Fahn will be called
to the Torah with her
sister Sarah as a Bat
Mitzvah on May 25,
2013 at 4:30 PM

Mega Mitzvah Day
Sunday, May 5 | Big Sunday Kick-off - 9:30 am Continental Breakfast
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Don’t miss the opportunity for your whole family to take part in Mega Mitzvah Month as the KI community
comes together to heal the world, one mitzvah at a time. Please join us for the continental breakfast and Big
Sunday Kick-off at 9:30 AM at KI, as hundreds of KI families will volunteer in dozens of projects serving those in
need in our community. Check the Mega Mitzvah brochure you will receive in the mail (brochures also available
at KI) and then register for Mega Mitzvah Day projects on the RSVP page on the KI website. There is no charge
to participate in Mega Mitzvah Day, but we would greatly appreciate donations to help defray KI’s event costs.
Suggested donation is $18 for individuals or $54 for families, but donations of any kind are welcome.
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31

JEC Beginning of Passover
break

Erev Pesah - KI Closed

1st Day of Pesah - KI Closed

27
3:00 PM KI Sages Hoogim
(Activities)

3:00 PM KI Sages
Documentary and Discussion
7:00 PM JNet

19

7:30 PM A Priest, a Rabbi & a
Sheikh walk into... King Fahad
Mosque

18

17

9:00 AM 3rd Grade Yom
Hamishpaha
12:00 PM NOLA Post-trip
Meeting

5:15 PM KISS Women’s
Passover Celebration

13

6

12

1:30 PM KI Sages Bridge

11

11:15 AM Avodah
3:30 PM KITT Meetings

AIPAC CONVENTION IN DC
9:00 AM OJE
4:00 PM “I Love Lucy” Show

10

5

28

21
3:00 PM KI Movie Night
“The Matchmaker”

14

1

30
*New* Tear out the calendar and post it in your home!

9:00 AM Torah Study

29
9:45 AM Torah Study
11:15 AM Spiritual Teaching
7:30 PM Tikkun Olam Shabbat
- Human Trafficking

23
9:00 AM Torah Study
10:00 AM Shabbat Service - Felix
Massey becomes Bar Mitzvah
4:30 PM Shabbat Service - McKenna
Latt becomes Bat Mitzvah

9:00 AM Torah Study
10:00 AM Shabbat Service - Brendan
Sharpe becomes Bar Mitzvah
4:30 PM Shabbat Service - Emma
Milstein becomes Bat Mitzvah
6:00 PM Yahad 45
6:00 PM Haverim

16

9

2
9:00 AM Torah Study
9:00 AM Tikkun Olam Beach Cleanup
10:30 AM KI Monthly Minyan
4:30 PM Shabbat Service - Alexis
Gorlick becomes Bat Mitzvah
7:30 AM ECC Parent Social

9:00 AM Torah Study
10:00 AM Shabbat Service - Alice
Grainge becomes Bat Mitzvah
4:30 PM Shabbat Service - Riley
Aronson becomes Bar Mitzvah

saturday

22
ECC Last day before break
9:45 AM Torah Study
11:15 AM Spiritual Teaching
7:30 PM Shir Shabbat Cantor’s Concert Honoring
Marilyn & Stewart Lonky

15

8

9:45 AM Torah Study
11:15 AM Spiritual Teaching
6:15 PM Family Shabbat
Dinner
7:00 PM Family Shabbat
Service

9:45 AM Torah Study
11:15 AM Spiritual Teaching
6:00 PM Tot Shabbat
7:30 PM “On the Rabbi’s Mind”
Shabbat

friday

KI monthly calendar

7:00 PM B’nai Mitzvah Retreat 9:45 AM Torah Study
Orientation
11:15 AM Spiritual Teaching
7:00 PM KI Sacred Circle
6:30 PM KI Sages Shabbat
Dinner
7:30 PM Limmud Shabbat

7

7:00 PM B’nai Mitzvah Retreat
Orientation
7:00 PM Foster Youth
Co-mentoring Orientation

tuesday wednesday thursday

4

monday

2013

3

sunday

march
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KI monthly calendar

friday

5

9:00 AM Torah Study
10:00 AM Shabbat Service - Sydney Leib
becomes Bat Mitzvah
4:30 PM Shabbat Service - Kyla Kirshner
becomes Bat Mitzvah

4

7:00 PM Foster Youth
Co-mentoring Orientation

9:45 AM Torah Study
11:15 AM Spiritual Teaching
6:00 PM Tot Shabbat/New
Members Shabbat
7:30 PM “On the Rabbi’s Mind”
Shabbat

9:00 AM Torah Study
10:30 AM KI Monthly Minyan
4:30 PM Shabbat Service - Josh Dembo
becomes Bar Mitzvah

18

19

26

27

20

13

9:45 AM Torah Study
11:15 AM Spiritual Teaching
5:00 PM KISS Women’s
Retreat begins
6:15 PM Family Shabbat
Dinner
7:00 PM Family Shabbat
Service

9:00 AM Tikkun Olam Beach Cleanup
9:00 AM Torah Study
10:00 AM Shabbat Service - Samuel
Schiff becomes Bar Mitzvah
4:30 PM Shabbat Service - Brett
Bergman becomes Bar Mitzvah

25
7:00 PM KI Movie Night
“Wunderkinder”

12

9:45 AM Torah Study
11:15 AM Spiritual Teaching
6:30 PM KI Sages Shabbat
Dinner
7:30 PM Limmud Shabbat

11
7:00 PM KI Sacred Circle

KI Family Retreat
9:45 AM Torah Study
11:15 AM Spiritual Teaching
7:30 PM Shir Shabbat Service

KI Family Retreat
9:00 AM Torah Study
10:00 AM Shabbat Service - Daniel
Gottesman becomes Bar Mitzvah
4:30 PM Shabbat Service - Katherine &
Alexandra Lutz become B’not Mitzvah

page 2)

*New* Tear out the calendar and post it in your home!

-20 (see article on
ourse Week April 16
Don’t miss Civil Disc

3:00 PM KI Sages Hoogim
(Activities)

3:00 PM KI Sages
Documentary and Discussion
7:00 PM Civil Discourse with
Dr. Izzeldin Abuelaish
7:00 PM JNet

1:30 PM KI Sages Class Jewish Perspectives on Current
Events

1:30 PM KI Sages Bridge

tuesday wednesday thursday

2
9

16
23
30
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8
15
22
29

Yom Ha’atzmaut

7th Day of Pesah - KI Closed ECC Returns to School
9:00 AM Pesah Yizkor Service

monday

april

7

sunday

3:30 PM KITT Meetings

14

21

9:00 AM JWW Walk to End
Genocide
9:00 AM OJE
9:00 AM Pre-madrihim
Meeting

11:30 AM 3G
1:00 PM Avodah

28

3:30 PM KITT Meetings

7

21

28

20

27

26

Memorial Day - KI Closed

7:00 PM KI Presents “Guys &
Dolls”

19

7:00 PM KI Presents “Guys &
Dolls”

ECC no school - Teacher
In-service

7:00 PM KI Presents “Guys &
Dolls”

14

7:30 PM Erev Shavuot Confirmation Ceremony

7

13

JEC Last Tuesday

12

JEC Last Sunday
9:00 AM Avodah
9:30 AM Mega Mitzvah Day

3

23
29
3:00 PM KI Sages Hoogim
(Activities)

30

7:00 PM KI Movie Night “The
Invisible War”

4

25
9:00 AM Torah Study
4:30 PM Shabbat Service - Sarah &
Hannah Fahn become B’not Mitzvah

18
9:00 AM Tikkun Olam Beach Cleanup
9:00 AM Torah Study
10:00 AM Shabbat Service - Sidney
Schwartz becomes Bat Mitzvah
1:00 PM Shabbat Service - Joseph
Suddleson becomes Bar Mitzvah
4:30 PM Shabbat Service - Maci Zakarin
becomes Bat Mitzvah

11
9:00 AM Torah Study
10:00 AM Shabbat Service - Samantha
Yorn becomes Bat Mitzvah
10:30 AM KI Monthly Minyan
1:00 PM Shabbat Service - James &
Nicholas Wayne become B’nai Mitzvah
4:30 PM Shabbat Service - Oliver Wilder
becomes Bar Mitzvah

9:00 AM Torah Study
10:00 AM Shabbat Service - Sophia Kaviar
becomes Bat Mitzvah
4:30 PM Shabbat Service - Hannah
Megery becomes Bat Mitzvah
6:00 PM Yahad 45
6:00 PM Haveim

saturday

*New* Tear out the calendar and post it in your home!

31
9:45 AM Torah Study
11:15 AM Spiritual Teaching
7:30 PM Shabbat Service
Featuring Beit Teshuva

24
9:45 AM Torah Study
11:15 AM Spiritual Teaching
7:30 PM Shir Shabbat A Shabbat in Song

9:45 AM Torah Study
11:15 AM Spiritual Teaching
7:30 PM Limmud Shabbat Jewish World Watch - KI Goes
to College Graduating Seniors
Send-off

22
3:00 PM KI Sages
Documentary and Discussion

7:30 PM Annual KI Members
Meeting

17

Shavuot - KI Offices Closed
9:00 AM Shavuot Yizkor
Service
7:00 PM JNet

16

9:45 AM Torah Study
11:15 AM Spiritual Teaching
6:15 PM Family Shabbat
Dinner
7:00 PM Family Shabbat
Service

9:45 AM Torah Study
11:15 AM Spiritual Teaching
6:00 PM Tot Shabbat
7:30 PM “On the Rabbi’s Mind”
Shabbat

15

7:00 PM ECC Speakers Series
7:00 PM KI Sacred Circle

2

7:00 PM Foster Youth
Co-Mentoring Orientation

10

8

1

friday

KI monthly calendar

9

JEC Last Wednesday
1:30 PM KI Sages Class Jewish Perspectives on
Current Events

1:30 PM KI Sages Bridge

tuesday wednesday thursday

6

monday

2013

5

sunday

may
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My most meaningful experiences
as a congregational rabbi have
always been about relationships.
In Duluth, where I had the honor
of serving as the only rabbi for
three hours in any direction for
fourteen years, I had the joy of
officiating at life cycle events for
several generations of families. I
named the babies of students I
had taught and stood next to on
the bimah when they were thirteen.
I deeply loved and valued my rabbinate in Duluth but over the
years I also became extremely lonely in my work and knew there
was little opportunity to grow and change without a true
mentor and new challenges. Because I had so valued my long
term relationships with my congregation, I knew that I wanted to
take a pulpit where there would be a real possibility of once again
building deep and long-term relationships. My initial conversations with Rabbi Reuben and later with Cantor Frenkel made me
certain that these were partners I wanted to learn and journey
with. Within three minutes of stepping inside the walls of KI and
moments into conversation with KI leadership, I knew that this
was a synagogue where warmth and welcome are lived congregational values and conversations with KI congregants quickly
confirmed that this was a unique and very special place.
I knew I was home.
Whatever I imagined I would love about having a mentor pales in
comparison to all that I have gained from my time working with
Rabbi Reuben. There is a famous Hasidic legend about a Hasid
who was going to learn from the Rebbe. When asked what Torah
the Hasid would be studying with the Rebbe he said, “watching him tie his shoes.” This is the closest I can get to describing
what it has meant to be the protégée of Rabbi Reuben. I have
learned from every single interaction, every conversation, every
meeting, every meal, every single day since coming to KI. I have
learned from his holy ability to hold people in their fullness in
such a gentle, supportive, and encouraging way as well as how

BY Rabbi AMY BERNSTEIN
to champion even controversial causes without rancor. I have
never met a man more devoted to humility as a spiritual discipline
nor one who is so truly respectful of every person he encounters.
Much of what makes KI so special is his dedication to opening the
tent pegs ever wider and making it hard for people to resist his
offer of coming inside. He is as smart as he is warm, as funny as
he is serious and he has dedicated his life and gifts to creating a
safe and welcoming community. I cannot express what an honor
it is to have him trust me with this congregation and to have his
wholehearted support and guidance going forward.
There is much work to do in ensuring the fiscal and spiritual
health of our synagogue. There are opportunities to maximize and
challenges to navigate. Our Jewish tradition has timeless wisdom
to bring to our most pressing questions as a congregation and
I am excited to explore and share them with you. I have gotten
to know the fantastic talented and committed staffing team that
makes KI so special and look forward to our future together
working to further the mission of our vibrant KI community.
I am becoming Associate Successor of KI with such a sense of
excitement and confidence knowing that Cantor Frenkel will
continue to partner with and advise me as we take our rich and
spiritually powerful partnership to the next level and that Rabbi
Reuben, as Rabbi Emeritus, will continue to serve as my mentor,
exemplar, teacher, and close friend. After my daughter, I honestly
count it as my greatest blessing that I am fulfilling my life's dream
of serving such a warm and dynamic inclusive congregation. Judy,
Eliana, and I couldn’t be happier about our future here and look
forward to the many ways our family will now truly be
part of yours for what we trust are many happy and healthy
years together.
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"Life of Pi:"

Can a Movie Make You
Believe in God?

BY Rabbi Nancy Fuchs-Kreimer, Ph.D.
Director of the Dept. of Multifaith Studies and Initiatives,
Reconstructionist Rabbinical College

While there are many new films in the theaters this holiday
season, “Life of Pi” seemed to be required viewing for me. As an
interfaith educator, how could I not see a film, whose protagonist,
a boy named Pi, is born a Hindu, loves Jesus and practices Islam?
While Pi’s co-star is a 450-pound carnivorous Bengal Tiger and
I am not a fan of animal movies, the theme of interspirituality
intrigued me. And as a person of faith, how could I pass up the
opportunity to see a story that claims it will “make you believe
in God?"
I went with my daughter and returned a week later to see it again
with my husband. I will gladly go back a third time with anyone
who will come along, if only for the magnificence of Ang Lee’s
visuals, the brilliance of first-time actor Suraj Sharm, and the opportunity to hear if my companion agrees with the critics. I do not.
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The reviewers seem to agree that Ang Lee’s gorgeous film, based
on Yann Martel’s 1991 novel, is a stunning technological achievement. No argument there. The more sophisticated ones, however,
refuse to be taken in by its alleged theology. The film “invites you
to believe in all kinds of marvelous things,” says the New York
Times, but “leaves you wondering if you saw anything at all.” Or
to put it as Salon did, it is “radioactive hokum.”

I think the critics are missing something. The film tells a single
story in two versions, only one of which is shown on the screen.
At the end, it poses a question: “Which version do you prefer?”
followed by the comment: “So it goes with God.” The New
Yorker reviewer called that, “the most howlingly presumptuous and vapid line of dialogue I’ve heard in a movie this year.”
If I saw that exchange as the key to the meaning of the film, I
might agree. And though I would not say it so arrogantly, I might
also agree with the one line Twitter comment: “Ang Lee’s Life of
Pi brings you closer to God the way Skittles bring you closer to
rainbows."Fortunately, I do not think that is the point.
No doubt, the film does want to contrast, as Pi puts it, “dry,
yeastless factuality” with the power of the imagination. On one
level, the movie is—as some critics have noted—about believing
in art. It is not incidental that the overall frame of the screenplay
has the adult Pi telling his story to a novelist who is in search of a
new plot. But the ability of stories to create transcendent meaning is just the start. I do think the movie is about God, but not the
kind of God one chooses to “believe in” or not, who is featured in
lush stories with animals rather than in dryer, flatter, more prosaic
accounts. It is certainly not about a God who explains why people
suffer and redeems all evil. This is not a God whose story one
necessarily would “prefer.”

Richard Parker is magnificent, terrifying and inscrutable. Often, he is hiding.
Pi soon despairs of ever fully taming Richard Parker, but, as Pi puts it, he
tries to at least “train him.” At one point, Pi has the option to be rid of the
tiger forever, but he chooses to take him back, knowing that his struggle
with Richard Parker is keeping him alive. Pi wants more than to simply triumph over his companion or even to reach a détente, to endure. Pi wants
a relationship.
Later in the film, Pi narrates another version of the story, not shown on the
screen, one that is quite horrifying and lacks any wondrous animals. But,
as Pi says, neither version of the story explains why the boat sank in the
first place; neither version is without its terror. The story with the animals,
presumably the “God” story, is no sweet pie-in-the-sky theology, as the
critics seem to assume. The Slate critic asks: “If the tiger isn’t just a tiger but
a stand-in for God or nature or the universal Other, do we still need to worry
about him chomping off Pi’s arm?” I don’t know about you, but my God
takes arms, not to mention whole persons, frighteningly often. This is not a
simple story of the value of enchantment, a “sugar coated revelation.”
In one of the last scenes in the movie, Richard Parker reveals that Pi’s love
for him is not reciprocated. In fact, he apparently has no interest in Pi at all.
It is an absolutely devastating moment, one so powerfully realized that I
completely forgot the tiger was only an animal, and a computer generated
image at that. I wept. In the end, it is not about preferring one version or
another, of “believing” in God or not believing in God. Like Pi, some people
simply can’t help but see the universe as Thou, even if that Thou— at once
gorgeous and terrifying—is largely indifferent to us. Nevertheless, the effort
to connect sustains us.

A POSTSCRIPT TO

Rabbi Sheryl Lewart
BY HER HUSBAND, BOB AUERBACH
I wanted to thank the KI community for all
of the love and caring that was given to my
wife during and after her death. The memorial service was fitting for Sheryl and was
memorable for her family. This caring has
overflowed to include me and I personally
thank the community for that as well.
Below you will find a poem that was on her
hard drive and, I think, is appropriate for her:
When I die,
if you need to weep,
cry for someone
walking the street beside you.
And when you need me,
put your arms around others
and give them what you need
to give me.
You can love me most
by letting hands touch hands and
souls touch souls.
You can love me most
by sharing your joys and multiplying
your good deeds.
You can love me most
by letting me live in your eyes
and not your mind.
And when you say a prayer for me,
remember what the Bible teaches,
love doesn’t die,
people do!
So, when all that is
left of me is love,
give me away!
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I understood the movie to be about living in relationship with the mystery
at the heart of all life. Some call that mystery God, others use different
names. But as the film itself reminds us, names are a tricky business. (Due to
a clerical error, the tiger, Richard Parker, has a human name.) From an early
age, Pi is drawn to the mystery. He reaches out to God in every language
he can find, while his father, a rationalist of the New India, tries to impress
upon him the value of cold, hard science. The young Pi also wants to connect
with Richard Parker, at this point still a caged animal in Pi’s father’s zoo. Pi’s
father does succeed in teaching him the danger of that particular longing.
In the version of the story we see on film, as a result of a shipwreck, Pi finds
himself on a life boat with the very tiger he both loves and fears. In awe of
what soon becomes his only companion, Pi must figure out how to survive.

community

enrichment at ki

KI's 2nd Annual Women's Retreat
April 12-14 at the beautiful beachfront Mandalay Beach Resort in Oxnard, California

On-the-go moms, career women, grandmothers, teenagers (post bat mitzvah), singles, new congregants,
long-time congregants... Our diversity is what makes us strong! With a theme of "Refresh!" this will be a
very enjoyable weekend and a true gift of peace, quiet and renewal. We will experience spiritual teachings
from Rabbi Amy Bernstein in addition to activities such as hiking, yoga, writing and art.
Space is limited. RSVP today at www.ourKI.org/womens-retreat.

Monday, March 18, 2013 at Kehillat Israel
6:00 pm Learn with Rabbi Bernstein in the Sanctuary

FOSTER CARE - Please bring used laptops, earbuds, flip flops, leggings, and motivational books for the
Southern California Foster Family & Adoption Agency to distribute to aged out foster kids
KIVA microloans - contributions welcome to support women entrepreneurs globally
CLIP HERE and return RSVP form

RSVP by March 8, 2013

(by returning this form
or online at www.ourKI.org)

KI Sages @ $40 per person
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Names:

Atlantic Salmon Filet
Roasted Breast of Chicken
Grilled Vegetable Napoleon

For financial support or transportation, please contact Julie Hubner at jhubner@ourKI.org, or 424.214.7453

Featuring:

including:

Cantor Chayim Frenkel & Friends

Cantor Don Gurney
Wilshire Blvd. Temple

with:
The music ensemble
of Michael Asher

Services led by our beloved CLERGY:
Rabbi Steven Carr Reuben
Rabbi Amy Bernstein
Cantor Chayim Frenkel

Cantor Joseph Gole
Sinai Temple

Cantor Nathan Lam
Stephen S. Wise

Daniel Leanse
Recording artist and KI's B'nai
Mitzvah Coordinator/Teacher

Amiena
Internationally recognized
R&B Jazz Vocalist

A Tip of the Hat to the "Quintessential Rabbi"
As we look to the future joyfully, I turn my thoughts to yesteryear. I have had the honor and
privilege to serve with Rabbi Steven Carr Reuben for the past 27 glorious years. We have
shared euphoric moments as well as tragic ones with our KI family.
Rabbi Reuben is without a doubt one of the most inspiring rabbis, prolific authors, composers and dynamic speakers within the Jewish world. His accomplishments are vast, too many
to list. To say KI has been fortunate to have Rabbi Reuben serve as its spiritual leader for
almost three decades is understating the profound impact he’s had on the lives of the community and the entire city of Los Angeles. The qualities that make up the quintessential rabbi
lie within the soul of this great man. He lives by his mantra: "What you say matters, what
you do matters and who you are matters."

Rabbi Bernstein and I are blessed by the heavenly sources to have Rabbi Reuben continue as part of the clergy family we have
built together. The seamless transition that we are fully dedicated to providing is our main goal for the vibrancy of our community.
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This is not the last time you will hear from me about this special man and rabbi. Let me just offer him and his entire family Mihozek L'hozek – from strength to strength – and Abi Gezunt – only the best of health and long life.
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As Didi and Rabbi Reuben announce their retirement, it is a great loss for us all. However, it
is cushioned by knowing that he will become Rabbi Emeritus and remain a Palisadian when
he becomes emeritus in July 2014.

CANTOR'S CORNER

community

enrichment at ki

Calling all Lucy Lovers! Don't miss this rare opportunity Sunday, March
3 at 4:00 PM, at KI to attend a performance of "I Love Lucy: The Untold
Story," an entertaining look behind the scenes of TV's most beloved
sitcom, directed by the playwright, Gregg Oppenheimer, son of legendary
"I Love Lucy" creator-producer-head writer Jess Oppenheimer.
This humorous short play has had successful productions on both coasts,
as well as a nationwide broadcast on SiriusXM™ Radio. The cast features
such talented performers as Charlene Tilton (Dallas's "Lucy Ewing"),
Dick Van Patten (star of "Eight Is Enough"), Phil Proctor (founder of the
legendary Firesign Theater comedy troupe), William Schallert ("Dad" on
The Patty Duke Show, "The Admiral" on Get Smart, and "Mr. Pomfritt" on
Dobie Gillis), and musical guest Dora Pearson (lead female vocalist for
Sha Na Na).
Proceeds will benefit the KI Sages seniors program. Following the show
refreshments will be served and all attendees will have the opportunity to
mingle with the cast. Suggested Donation $18, but any amount is
welcome. This program is FREE for KI Sages. Please RSVP online.
RSVP online at www.ourKI.org or by calling Julia Hubner at 424.214.7453

4th Thursday of the month
6:45 PM Seating I 7:00 PM Screening
Popcorn and dessert will be served
Q&A session follows each screening
March 21 I The Matchmaker
The disparate parts of Arik's life collide in unexpected, often funny and very moving ways as he lives through a
summer in Haifa in 1968 that changes him forever.
April 25 I Wunderkinder
From the producers of "Europa Europa" comes this universal tale of musical prodigies whose friendship overcomes
barriers of religion and nationality despite the onset of war.
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May 23 I The Invisible War An investigative powerful and emotional documentary about the epidemic of rape of
soldiers within the US military, the institutions that perpetuate and cover up its existence, and its profound personal
and social consequences.

FREE AND OPEN TO ALL!

spotlight
The Lutz Family

When is the last time your kids begged you to go to Shabbat
services? In the Lutz family, this happens more often than you
think. If you are at KI Friday nights you may have met 12 yearold twins Alexandra and Katie with their mother, Kimberly Lutz.
Or you might see the girls in Hebrew school practicing for their
B’nai Mitzvah. Or perhaps you have worked with Kimberly on the
JEC committee. The Lutz’s have been congregants for the past
two years and have strived to take advantage of all KI’s offerings,
including movie nights, the Women’s Passover Celebration, Purim
Extravaganza, and KI at the Pier, just to name a few.
Alexandra and Katie have certainly learned by the example of
their mother. Kimberly has instilled in her daughters a sense that,
when you become involved in an organization or project, you contribute everything you can. Kimberly joined KI because she was
in need of a spiritual home. Once she became a congregant she
immediately looked into ways to get involved. She met women in

KISS and attended the Women’s Passover Celebration, which she
found inspirational. She joined the JEC committee and even took
a position as first grade representative, even though her daughters are many grades older. When Kimberly sees a need at KI, she
tries to help out because if she doesn’t, who will? And Kimberly
feels that KI has given back in return. Joining the synagogue has
changed her behaviors and reminded her of the importance of
tikkun olam. She engages with Jewish history – both its struggles
and triumphs – and feels more closely connected to her Jewish
values, which further her to make conscious efforts to engage in
mitzvot and help those around her. KI has truly enriched
Kimberly’s life.
But it was Alexandra and Katie, not Kimberly, who ultimately
pushed the family to join KI. The twins’ father is from Israel and
the girls wanted to learn Hebrew in order to better communicate
with their grandfather and understand the blessings they would
hear on holidays. The JEC has helped them in starting to achieve
their goals, while also giving them a better understanding of
Jewish history and traditions. They love attending Shabbat services
at KI to enjoy the community experience. Services have also
improved their Hebrew, and the girls were the first in their class to
memorize the Ve’ahavta. Both were surprised by how quickly they
have grasped the language and can’t wait to visit Israel and test
their skills (hopefully on a KI-led trip!).
It’s not every day you hear that kids love religious school because
“it’s cool to see friends and study Judaism at the same time.” We
are inspired by the passion the Lutz women feel for KI.

DON'T MISS THE EVENT OF THE YEAR!
KI PRESENTS:

All Performances at 7:00 PM:
Sunday, May 19
Monday, May 20
Tuesday, May 21
For details and to reserve your tickets please visit
www.ourKI.org beginning April 1.

education

early childhood center

Apples and Blocks: Playing into the Future
BY JULIE DUBRON, DIRECTOR EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER
The options for preschool programs
are as wide and varied as apples at
a farmers market. They’re all apples,
but they range from sweet to tart
and come in a rainbow of colors from
pinks and golds to reds and greens
and other mixtures that only nature
could produce. Each one is unique
and special, and no two are exactly
alike. The same can be said for early
childhood programs. Most programs
espouse similar goals such as social development, independence
and school readiness and many share similar materials including
paint, play dough, sand and blocks. Many programs also share
labels like “Developmentally Appropriate” and “Play-Based.” But
that’s just the skin of the school. It is how these labels translate
into goals being nurtured and materials being brought to life in
the hands of children that creates the flavor of each individual
program. No two are alike.
The KI ECC is a Developmentally Appropriate program that is
Play-Based. In the most simple of terms, it means that we are not
trying to teach trigonometry to two-year-olds with calculators.
To get to the core of the labels, they mean that what we offer is
appropriate for each child’s development, and the children’s play
is what gives meaning to the materials. For example, blocks are
appropriate for all preschool-aged children, but not necessarily in
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the same size or made of the same material. In a child’s hands
and with a child’s imagination, a block can become everything
from a phone to a road to a piece of cake. A block can become a
counter for math and several blocks together can create a letter
of the alphabet. Add another child who wants to play with blocks,
and they become the tool for teaching social skills. These are the
goals we have for all our children, cognitive and social readiness
for academic schooling.
Most importantly, the label
“Play-Based” is what applies
to our learning here at KI. It
is foundational to our belief
that for children to experience
success and school readiness,
we maintain a Developmentally
Appropriate Play-Based Early
Education Program. There
is simply no substitute for
play and no organic way
for children to learn the
fundamentals without it. In
a 2010 CNN article by Erika
Christakis, Med, MPH and
Nicholas Christakis, MD, PHD they state, “The beauty of a playbased curriculum is that very young children can routinely observe
and learn from others’ emotions and experiences,” and that “The
real 'readiness' skills that make for an academically successful
kindergartener or college student have as much to do with
emotional intelligence as they do with the academic preparation.
Kindergarteners need to know not just sight words and lower
case letters, but how to search for meaning.” At KI, we get to the
core of learning, providing children, each unique as an apple and
full of potential and sweetness, a foundation as strong as the
fruit tree that bears its bounty for generations to come. I smile as
I recall a favorite quote by author Robert Fulghum, “Wisdom is
not at the top of the graduate school mountain, but there in the
sandbox at nursery school.” Enjoy the play!

jewish experience center

TALAVI: 8th Grade Adventure in Israel
BY Jennifer Zolonz, Youth Programs Coordinator
and Jessica Jacobs, TALAVI Coordinator

Below is an excerpt from Jessica Jacobs’ blog about our
unforgettable trip.
Nothing could have prepared me for my first delegation to Tel
Aviv as the TALAVI Coordinator. Laying the groundwork for my
8th grade students to meet our Lithuanian and Israeli partners in
December, I taught them about the Russian Aliyah to Israel, the
history of the Jews in the Baltics, the Law of Return, and how
to be a good guest in a foreign place. I imagined they would
experience some sort of emotional connection to Israel, and that
they would see things completely new to them. But I had no idea
how warmly they would be greeted by their Israeli partners, how
quickly they would form bonds, and what an impact all three
groups would have on one another.
When we arrived in Israel we went straight to our partner school,
Shevach Mofet. As we stepped off of the bus, all of the Israeli
students, who we had been corresponding with over Facebook for
the past few months, came streaming out of the school, beaming
and hugging my students. By the following morning, I was

pleasantly surprised to find that they had made a nearly seamless
transition into their new accommodations.
As the week went on, I was proud to see my students not only
adjusting to their new surroundings, but also reaching out to the
more reserved students from the other two cities, sitting with
them on the bus and walking with them on our tours. Everyone
seemed to be particularly moved by our time in Jerusalem during
Shabbat, where we welcomed the Sabbath together with our own
ceremony and then got to witness a raucous celebration by
a group of Orthodox French Jews visiting the same hostel. We
had a beautiful Havdalah service outdoors the next evening,
singing together with our arms entwined as the stars came out.
For some of the students it was their very first Shabbat and
Havdalah experience.
Tears flowed on the last night of the delegation as my students
said goodbye to their hosts and reluctantly boarded the bus to
the airport. I was smiling ear to ear as a group of the Israeli boys
ran after our bus as we left, all the way around the block.
While my students got to explore Caesarea and Jerusalem, Yad
Vashem and the Dead Sea Scrolls, Masada and Beit Guvrin,
I could see them gaining a sense of ownership over their
experience in Israel. I was often impressed by their curiosity and
the questions they raised. I truly believe that this experience will
be formative for their Jewish identities, and that they will
always carry with them a sense of pride in forging their own
ways in Israel. -- Jessica Jacobs
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Over winter break,
Jessica Jacobs (who
serves as the JEC
Hebrew Coordinator,
teacher, and TALAVI
Triangle Partnership
Coordinator) and I
had the privilege of
accompanying four
8th graders, Sienna
Brooks, Ilana Cohen,
Olivia Feldman and Trevor Nevel to Israel as part of the TALAVI
delegation (triangle partnership between Tel-Aviv, Los Angeles
and Vilnius). KI had been chosen to pilot TALAVI by the Jewish
Federation of Los Angeles, which heavily subsidized the program.
We are grateful to the Federation and thrilled to have been part
of this great adventure during which our students lived with
Israeli families, toured Israel, learned about the history of the
Jewish State, fell in love with Israel, and made lasting memories
and friendships. -- Jennifer Zolonz

Please help Holocaust survivors in urgent need
In Amsterdam, on her seventh birthday, Deborah said goodbye
to her family, and was put on a bicycle pedaled by a young
woman of the Dutch underground. She was taken to a farm
village where she became “Greta” and lost her Jewish identity.
Over the next three years, she was moved through a series of
six hiding places.

BY Laura Diamond, Social JUSTICE Trustee
Fairfax District, and cannot meet the rent increase her landlord
has imposed. The thought of being evicted from her apartment
has re-traumatized her and sent her back to being on a bicycle
and being passed like a suitcase among strangers.

“I remember trying to be quiet and good so they wouldn't give
me to the Germans. I felt like a suitcase, being picked up here
and put down there,” she recalls.

There are many survivors like Deborah in our community who
need help to avoid eviction. KI has joined with many in the
Jewish community to create a fund to supplement the urgent
needs of Holocaust survivors. Please consider making a donation to keep these elderly survivors from eviction.

At the end of the war, she was her family’s sole survivor. Now
76 years old, she lives frugally on a minimal budget in the

Visit www.ourKI.org/survivors for more information
and to make your donation.

KI Tikkun Olam Beach Cleanup
Saturday, March 9 from 9:00-11:00 AM

Kehillat Israel adopts a Santa Monica Beach just south of the Santa Monica Pier. This is a great way to spend time with
family and friends while giving back to our beautiful ocean and beaches, as well as getting two hours of community service. Bags and gloves will be provided for you. We will be at the water's edge, just south of the Santa Monica Pier so you
can park either in the parking lot north of the pier at 1600 Ocean, or 2030 Ocean Ave.
Visit www.ourki.org/beach-cleanup for more information and to sign up.

Jewish World Watch Walk to End Genocide
Sunday, April 14, 9:00 AM, Pan Pacific Park
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Join the KI team for the7th Annual Los Angeles Walk to End Genocide which will take place at Pan
Pacific Park, raising awareness and funds to provide vital resources for those suffering from the
horrors of genocide. Anyone and everyone can help! There is no fitness requirement for this familyfriendly 5K walk, so everyone can participate and enjoy. Take one step closer to a world without
genocide. With your help we will raise thousands of dollars to help realize a better future for
people around the world suffering human rights abuses.

Register with the KI team at www.walktoendgenocide.org.

CAMP JRF
Camp JRF on the Aaron and Marjorie Ziegelman Campus in the
Pocono Mountains continues to provide innovative, creative, and
engaging programs for youth entering third through twelfth grades.
We hope your children will join us this summer.
Our campers come from half of our Reconstructionist congregations
and from nearly 40 other communities around the globe. As an inclusive community, we welcome children from a wide variety of family
structures, religious practices, and socio-economic backgrounds. At
the center of our Reconstructionist philosophy is a deep commitment to building a community in which all are welcome to grow and
thrive. And camp wouldn’t be camp without swimming, soccer, boating, tennis, volleyball, hiking, camping, music, drama, a spectacular
challenge course, and arts that our dedicated specialty staff offers.
Go to www.campjrf.org for more information and to apply today!

April 26-27

at Brandeis Bardin in Simi Valley

1st Annual

KI Family Retreat

for families with children in the ECC and JEC
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Add these dates to your calendar now.
For more information, see the ECC and JEC websites.
Details to follow in March.
Your family won’t want to miss this exciting weekend.
Mark your calendar today!

are you missing from

the 100%?
no

yes

thank you!

maybe you...

your contribution has helped
318 families with membership
assistance
you truly embody our mission
to be an inclusive community

haven’t had the time to make
your donation
think your contribution is too
nominal to count
lost your pledge card

don’t be left out;
the time is now!
make your gift today at
www.ourKI.org
every dollar makes a
difference in bridging the
budget gap
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be part of our 100% inclusive
community

not sure?
visit www.ourKI.org and click on the link to see who has participated.

community

tributes/contributions

Annual Giving Campaign
In Honor of
• Rabbi Steven Carr Reuben by Jeffrey and Patti Finkelstein
• Anne Roberts and Wayne Neiman's 25th anniversary
by Neil Selman and Cynthia Chapman
• Charlie Cooper's Bar Mitzvah by Vicki Solomon
In Memory of
• Sheryl Lewart by Toba August
• Jack Zysman Shelly Cohen
• Jack Zysman by Natalie Eatedali
• Ruth Kordish by Bobbie Farberow
• Sheryl Lewart by Allen Greenfield and Vivian Feintech
• Albert Tenzer by Michael and Ruth Feldman
• Sheryl Lewart by Donald and Carolyn Haselkorn
• Jack Zysman by James Mayorkas
• Sheryl Lewart by Margot Morrison
• Jack Zysman by Frances Parker
• Murray Alfred Pollack by Beatrice Pollack
• Jack Zysman by Eleanor Powers
• Jack Zysman by Justin Radell
• Marcia Yoches by Steve and Patti Soboroff
• Albert Tenzer by Bert and Regina Tenzer
• Milton Scheinbein by Judith Ubick
• Jack Zysman by Daniel and Kristina Wexler
• Jackson Senator by Scott Zakarin and
Debra Mostow Zakarin
Auerbach Family Religious
School Fund
In Memory of
• Judith Sara Reiter by the Coughlin Family
• Albert Tenzer by Florence Elfant
• Irene Matthews by Leonard and Nancy Garber
• Alfred Morrow by Jeffrey Goldsmith and
Michelle Morrow
Beautification Fund
In Memory of
• Ronnie Ray by Michael and Kathleen Orlinsky
• Ann Louise Truelson by Judith Ubick
• Albert Tenzer by Judith Ubick
• Frances Walter by David Walter
Berrie Library Fund
In Memory of
• Gertrude Orlinsky and Ronnie Ray by Michael
and Kathleen Orlinsky
• Jeanette Sheff by Ken and Shelly Rosenberg
• Albert Tenzer by Ken and Shelly Rosenberg
Burton J. Morrison Music Fund
In Memory of
• Reuben Pannor by Margot Morrison
• Albert Tenzer by Margot Morrison

Cantor's Discretionary Fund
In Appreciation of
• The Kehillah Builders Award by John and Roz Arenson
In Honor of
• The birth of Penelope Morgan Axe by Jason and
Heather Axe
• Cantor Frenkel by David Boyle and Lisa Kaas Boyle
• Reid Broudy's upcoming Bar Mitzvah by Jeffrey and
Wendy Broudy
• Caitlin Cohen's Bat Mitzvah by Mitchell and Judy Cohen
• Jared Dodson's Bar Mitzvah by Robin Dodson
• Mandi and Molli Frenkel by Werner and Norma Dreifuss
• Cantor Frenkel's immense and ongoing inspiration to
the youth of KI by Tom and Marilyn Elias
• The New Year by Leslee Feldman
• The wedding of Shira Frankel and Andy Groch by
Shira Frankel
• Jason Freedland's Bar Mitzvah by Alan and
Cindy Freedland
• The B’nai Mitzvah of Drew and Kyle Entin by
Meg Freeman
• Their daughter's wedding by Michael and Fran Leb
• Their wedding by Lauren Leb Kramer and Noah Kramer
• The High Holy Days by Harriet Madsen
• Cantor Frenkel by Gregory and EJ Milken
• Cantor Frenkel by Dale and Shideh Miller
• Ben Nadrich's Bar Mitzvah by Jeffrey and Ora Nadrich
• Their 25th Wedding Anniversary by Wayne Neiman
and Anne Roberts
• Jada Pechter's Bat Mitzvah by Jeffrey Pechter and
Dara Dubinet
• Ben Rothenberg's Bar Mitzvah by Jason and
Joy Rothenberg
• Sharon's honoring by Sharon and Phillip Sacks
• Ellen and Gary Bialis by Robert and Sabrina Schiller
• Abigail Schleichkorn's Bat Mitzvah by Matthew and
Julie Schleichkorn
• KI's future by Mark and Jill Shinderman
• The B’nai Mitzvah of Jeremy and Cameron Shine by Joel
and Lisa Shine
• Jordan Weiner's Bar Mitzvah by Jonathan and
Susan Weiner
• Maude Tipton's Bat Mitzvah by Evelyn Wendel
• Cantor Frenkel by Pat Wilson and Roberta Koz Wilson
In Memory of
• Celia Abram by Steven and Deborah Abram
• Esther Bender by Leon and Carol Bender, Bill and
Berdine Bender
• Clarence Klein by Richard and Barbara Bergman
• Judith Bilson by Wesley Bilson
• Tia Palermo by David Cranston and Beth Klein Cranston
• Irving H. Cypers by Robert and Karen Cypers
• Ben Silver by Steven and Leanne Frankel
• Morris Freeman by Izzy and Marilyn Freeman
• Marvin Goodman by Melinda Goodman
• David Goodman by Melinda Goodman
• Vivian S. Gottlieb by husband Norman Gottlieb and
son Sam Gottlieb
• Daniel Hendel by Norma Hendel
• Marcie Caplan Greenberg by Jan Levine
• Marcia Yoches by Sy and Lany Lippman
• Pesach Palefsky and Irene Lonky by Stewart and
Marilyn Lonky

• Bernard Nadohl by Allan Nadohl and Aileen Stein Nadohl
• Esther Bender by Barbara Newman
• Max Berger by Michael and Francine Ostrow
• Asker and Sofie Powazek by Jack and Sandra Powazek
• Isadore Rosenthal by Jonathan and Lynn Rosenthal
• Hilda Abramowitz by Ken and Karen Scopp
• Marcia Yoches by Ken and Karen Scopp
• Laurel Shedler and Albert Shedler by Michael Shedler
• Helen Crystal Greenfield and Jack Crystal by
Michael Shedler
• Martin Silver by Richard and Paulette Silver
• Abraham Hirsch by Richard and Paulette Silver
• Esther Bender by Joyce Snyder
• Beatrice Ruth Grundstein by Jacqueline Spiel
• Albert Tenzer by Isobel Tenzer
• Marty Zweig by Tim and Lori Wilson
• Marcia Yoches by Alan and Carol Yellin
• Irving Zaretsky by Steve Henry and Harriet Zaretsky
• Jack Zysman by Zachary and Nadine Zysman
Clergy Jewish Education Fund
In Memory of
• Rabbi Abraham Winokur - a champion of all
that's good by Charlotte Winokur
Community Fund
In Gratitude to
• Leslie Zimmer and Mariana Grosz for their
support by Bea Prentice
In Memory of
• Murray Haselkorn by Donald and Carolyn Haselkorn
• Albert Tenzer by Larry and Charlotte Jacobs
Congregregational Commitment
Assistance Fund
In Honor of
• Estelle Alper for being a KI Builder by Harry and
Ellen Sondheim
• Roz and John Arenson for being KI Builders by Harry
and Ellen Sondheim
• Florance Elfant for being a KI Builder by Harry and
Ellen Sondheim
In Memory of
• Albert Tenzer by Harry and Ellen Sondheim
Donald Goldberg Memorial
Children's Book Fund
In Memory of
• Reuben Pannor by Diane Goldberg
• Albert Tenzer by Diane Goldberg
Early Childhood Center Fund
In Honor of
• Sheri Roberts by Elliot and Laura Gross
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In Memory of
• William Firestone by Ben and Barbara Kohn
• Joseph Midwin by the Midwin Family
• Frances Walter by David Walter

KI News

Tribute cards are a wonderful way to remember your friends
and relatives on important occasions: birthdays, anniversaries,
recoveries from illness, as well as condolences. A tribute card
will be sent in your name and an acknowledgment published in
the KI News.The synagogue extends its sincere appreciation for
the following donations:

Ethel Lurey Memorial Fund
• Hunter and Jessica Simon
In Memory of
• Harvey Lurey by Michael Lurey and Laurie Hasencamp
Grubman Scholarship Fund
• Jack Zysman by Steven Beck and Sari Ganulin
Israel Travel and Study Fund
• Richard and Barbara Bergman
Kehillah Builders
In Memory of
• Reuben Pannor by Mervyn and Bonnie Hecht
Kehillat Israel General Fund
In Memory of
• Gertrude Kit Beegun by Norm Beegun and Harriet Leva
• Reuben Pannor by Gloria and Carlos Cuadra
• John "Jack" Green by Neal and Pam Green
• William Deitch by Donald and Carolyn Haselkorn
• Albert Tenzer by Mervyn and Bonnie Hecht
• Michael Read by Bruce and Fay Kagan
• Mark Shane Ehrenreich by Ruthe Newmann
• Irving Weinstein by Miriam Pulitzer
• Harry and Bertha Regenbogen, Dora and
Samuel Rosenbaum by Donald and Bette Rosenbaum
• Joy Swedelson by David Swedelson and Sandra Gottlieb
• Albert Tenzer by David, Carole, Matt and Danny White
KIN Caring Fund
In Honor of
• Reuben Rosloff's 90th birthday by Itzik and
Sarah Moskovitz
KI Society of Sisters (KISS)
In Memory of
• Sarina Alcalay by Elena Alcalay
Living Legacy Fund
In Memory of
• Elon Wertman by Adlai Wertman and
Janet Ambrosi Wertman
Maibaum Confirmation Scholar Fund
In Memory of
• Richard Maibaum by Paul Maibaum and Julie Dresner
Newman Homeless Fund
In Memory of
• Avram Pinhas Zajdman by Elena Alcalay
• Bernice Schwartz Stewart, Mollie Gitelman Schwartz,
Jack Schwartz by Susan Friedman
• Bennett L. Newman by Leila Newman
Prayer Book Fund
In Memory of
• George Shatsky, Jerry Shatsky, Sheila Gillum by
Stan and Elaine Swartz
Rabbi Bernstein's Discretionary Fund
• Mitchell Chupack
• Brant Stratman
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In Appreciation of
• The Kehillah Builders Award by John and Roz Arenson
In Honor of
• Benjamin Nadrich's Bar Mitzvah by Jeffrey and
Ora Nadrich
• Macoy Ohlbaum's Bat Mitzvah by Mitchell Ohlbaum
and Jennifer Dion
• Abigail Schleichkorn's Bat Mitzvah by Matthew and
Julie Schleichkorn

• KI's future by Mark and Jill Shinderman
• Jordan Weiner's Bar Mitzvah by Jonathan and
Susan Weiner
In Memory of
• Yetta Greenspon by Beverley Auerbach
• Abraham Kordish by Bobbie Farberow
• Amram "Abe" Grundstein by Estelle Grundstein
• Beatrice Ruth Grundstein by Estelle Grundstein
• Rabbi Sheryl Lewart by Charlie and Jo Ann Kaplan
• Bert Lynn by Bart Lynn and Beverley Auerbach
• Edith Mitchell by Ira Mitchell
• Isadore Rosenthal by Jonathan and Lynn Rosenthal
• Alex Rosloff by Reuben Rosloff
• Roslyn Baim by Brian and Jill Weintraub
• Jack Zysman by Zachary and Nadine Zysman
Rabbi Reuben's Discretionary Fund
• Robert and Robin Burg
• Mitchell Chupack
• Steve Gomer and Jane Heiden Gomer
• Dorothy Leeb
• Richard and Doris Littlestone
• Dale and Shideh Miller
• Robert and Sabrina Schiller
• Pat Wilson and Roberta Koz Wilson
In Appreciation of
• The Kehillah Builders Award by John and Roz Arenson
In Gratitude for
• Their 25th wedding anniversary by Wayne Neiman and
Anne Roberts
In Honor of
• Rabbi Sheryl Lewart's new book by John and
Roz Arenson
• The birth of their son Leaf by Brendan and Winter Armm
• Rabbi Reuben by Jason and Heather Axe
• Rabbi Sheryl Lewart's new book by Neil Selman and
Cynthia Chapman
• Jared Dodson's Bar Mitzvah by Robin Dodson
• The Rabbi's consistent inspiration and
"Becoming Jewish" book by Tom and Marilyn Elias
• Drew and Kyle Entin's B'nai Mitzvah by Meg Freeman
• The wedding of Lauren and Noah Kramer by Michael
and Fran Leb
• Their wedding by Lauren Leb Kramer and Noah Kramer
• Rabbi Sheryl Lewart's new book by Michael Lurey and
Laurie Hasencamp
• Jada Pechter's Bat Mitzvah by Jeffrey Pechter and
Dara Dubinet
• Rabbi Sheryl Lewart's new book by Linda and
Michael Rosen
• Rabbi Sheryl Lewart's new book by Kenneth and
Barbara Rosenblum
• Ben Rothenberg's Bar Mitzvah by Jason and
Joy Rothenberg and Andrew and Phyllis Isaacson
• Rabbi Sheryl Lewart's new book by Linda and
Robert Schibel
• Rabbi Sheryl Lewart's new book by Patti and
Richard Sinaiko
In Memory of
• Esther Bender by Albert and Rodeama Abrams
• Esther Bender by Leon and Carol Bender, Bill and
Berdine Bender, Joyce Snyder
• Rabbi Sheryl Lewart by Tirzah Firestone
• Sidney Gomer by Steve Gomer and Jane Heiden Gomer
• Marcie Caplan Greenberg by Jan Levine
• Mary Rubin Lasky by Pam Macofsky
• Alexander Katzin by Gloria Murray
• Esther Bender by Barbara Newman
• Betty Cherroff by Ruthe Newmann

• Mary Rubin Lasky by Dale Nutter
• Dora Meyer by Gary and Gail Rachelefsky
• Roye Doff by Roger and Marlene Schaffner
• Reuben Pannor by Jules and Marion Schwartz
• Dr. Milton Sheinbein by Robert Sheinbein and
Connie Colvin
• Sydney Sherman by Charles Sherman
• Alcan Winkler by Evan and Bria Silbert
• Esther Bender by Joyce Snyder
• Rose Spinak by Ronda Spinak
• Benjamin Stegall, Sr. by Ben and Doris Stegall
• Robin Michele Stegall and Albert Schoenberg by
Ben and Doris Stegall
• Bella Kramer by Aileen Stein
• Albert Tenzer by Isobel Tenzer and family
• America A. Varela by Elisa Varela
• Rabbi Sheryl Lewart by Sheila Weinberg
• Louis Weintraub by Brian and Jill Weintraub
• Alan Shapiro by Judy Wexler
• Esther Bender by Judy Wexler
• Ethel Benson by Arnie Wishnick
• Marcia Yoches by Alan and Carol Yellin
• Dorothy Zaretsky by Harriet Zaretsky
• Jack Zysman by Zachary and Nadine Zysman
Resnick Fund for Children’s
ProgramMING and Facilites
In Memory of
• Seymour and Reva Kaplan by Wendell New and
Hillar Kaplan-New
Scholar-in-Residence Fund
In Memory of
• Harry A. Klein by Norman and Eleanor Axe
Seniors Fund
In Honor of
• Miriam Braveman by Laura Kuper
In Memory of
• Slioma Yaker by Rebeca Appelbaum
• Pelsa Planer Kupferman by Laura Kuper
• Bessie Heller by Leah Manning
• Rabbi Sheryl Lewart by Judy Wexler
Shuli Wities Torah
Beautification Fund
In Memory of
• Celia Kalan by Arnold and Joan Kalan
• Abraham Cohen by Arnold and Joan Kalan
• Kathleen Donald by Arnold and Joan Kalan
Tikkun Olam Fund
In Memory of
• Don DeWitt by Jimmy, Lynne, Katie and Liza DeWitt
• Anna Hershkowitz and Harvey Elfant by Florence Elfant
• Rosalind T. Jeffer by Bruce and Rachel Jeffer
• Tom Thompson by Michael and Kathleen Orlinsky
Youth No'ar Hadash Fund
In Honor of
• Rabbi Carrie Vogel's officiating at Brian and Michelle's
wedding by Bonnie Liss

In Honor of
• Seth Wexler - KITT Mishpacha Olam Board by Howard
and Lisa Klein
• Seth Wexler by Michael Lanning
• Mishpacha Olam Board by Eddy and Irene Matalon
• Seth Wexler - KITT Mishpacha Olam Board
by Ariel Wexler
• Seth Wexler - KITT Mishpacha Olam Board by Paul
and Millie Wexler
In Memory of
• Janet Jaffe by Jon and Jessica Dishell

new members
Harriet Balter
Julie and David Carlin
Philip Erlanger
Richard Grossman
Maxine and Andrew Koven
Shelli Rein
Michael Schwartz

mazal tov
• To Claudia and Nathan Korman on the birth
of their son, Evan Korman
• To Alana and Joel Farar, on the birth of their son,
Benjamin Liev Farar
• To Norman and Eleanor Axe, on the birth of their
granddaughter, Penelope Morgan Axe; to Jason
and Heather Axe, on the birth of their daughter
• To Maxine and Andrew Koven, on the birth
of their son, Jordan Kozler Koven
• To Gilbert and Patricia Martin, on the birth of
their grandson, Jacob Rohan Martin; to Richard
and Anjali Martin on the birth of their son
• To Sheri and Derek Gerrman, on the birth of
their daughter, Samantha Elle Gerrman
• To Amy Powell and Doug Chernack, on the birth
of their daughter, Violet Chernack

let us know!

let the ki community
share in your life-cycle
events.
If you would like to announce a birth
or death in the KI News, please contact
Leslie Zimmer at 424.214.7466. Or
if you would like to congratulate
someone for an event or accomplishment in Kvell Corner, please send to
mariana.grosz@kehillatisrael.org.

nahamu

kvell

words of comfort

• To Zach Zysman, on the death of his father, Jack Zysman
• To Mary Connelly, on the death of her father,
Vincent Connelly

• To Kim Orchen Cooper, on the death of her father,
Marvin Orchen
• To Lisa Weilmann, on the death of her aunt, Sylvia Bailin
• To Lucy Wayne, on the death of her father, Daniel Wayne;
to June Murphy, on the death of her father-in-law;
to Nicky and Jamie Wayne, on the death of
their grandfather
• To Keith Lehrer, on the death of his mother, Ellen Sterling
• To Bob Auerbach, on the death of his wife,
Rabbi Sheryl Lewart; to Judy Amidor and Mark Shulewitz
on the death of their mother
• To Lisa Lebowski, on the death of her mother,
Edith Wanamaker
• To Gary Marcus, on the death of his father,
Leonard Marcus
• To Marc Wishingrad, on the death of his aunt,
Shaye Bursteen
• To Robert Sheinbein, on the death of his father,
Dr. Milton Sheinbein
• To Joel Cohen, on the death of his father, William Cohen
• To Peter Gregory, on the death of his father,
Albert Gregory
• To Carol Yellin, on the death of her mother,
Marcia Yoches
• To Deena Katz, on the death of her mother,
Barbara Esensten
• To Isobel Tenzer, on the death of her husband,
Albert Tenzer; to Stuart Tenzer, on the death of his uncle
• To Joyce Bender, on the death of her mother,
Esther Bender
• To Sydell Pannor, on the death of her husband,
Reuben Pannor
• To Nancee Enyart and Paul Greenwald, on the death
of their father, Alvin Greenwald; to Steve Cron and
Isabel Greenwald, on the death of their father-in-law
• To Joan Herman, on the death of her mother,
Grace Gales Herman
• To Gilbert Martin, on the death of his mother,
Beatrice Martin
• To Amy Levine, on the death of her father, Bert Levine
• To Daphne Gronich, on the death of her mother,
Raquel Gronich; to Paul Nagle, on the death of his
mother-in-law; to Eli Nagle; on the death of
his grandmother
• To Debra Matsumoto, on the death of her mother,
Thelma Altschul
• To Laurie Megery, on the death of her former husband,
John Megery; to Madeline and Hannah, on the death
of their father
• To Cantor Chayim Frenkel, on the death of his aunt,
Helen Stromberg
• To Jess Ravich, on the death of his father, David Ravich
• To Lloyd Braun, on the death of his father, David Braun
• To Richard Conn; on the death of his mother, Ida Conn;
to Nadine Zysman, on the death of her great aunt

• To Billy Goldenberg, for two Oscar nominations in
film editing for “Argo” and “Zero Dark Thirty.”
Both movies were also Best Picture nominees.
• To Lena Kesden, who is a featured teen in Moving
Traditions’ 2012-2013 newsletter. The organization
promotes engagement with Judaism through
the framework of gender. Lena wrote about her
participation in the Moving Traditions’
Rosh Hodesh: It’s a Girl Thing! program.
• To eighth-grader Dani Leshgold for her
appearance on MSNBC’s “The Last Word With
Lawrence O’Donnell.” Dani talked about her
mitzvah project: raising $3,831 for Kids In Need
Of Desks, MSNBC’s joint program with UNICEF.
The K.I.N.D. fund pays for school desks and girls’
tuition for schoolchildren in Malawi.
• To Amy Ziering on her Oscar nomination for
“The Invisible War,” a documentary about sexual
assault against women in the U.S. military
service. Only 10 percent of such assault cases end
in prosecution, according to the film, and female
soldiers are often ostracized and pressured into
remaining silent.
• To Nora Plesent for receiving the Comerica Bank
and LA Lakers Woman of Entrepreneurship award.

ki scrip program
Thank you to the following people who supported the Scrip
Program in December, January, and February.
$202.50 from Gelsons
Linda and Tony Rubin
Cynthia Chapman and Neil Selman
Fran and Harold Yeoman

$40.40 from Ralphs
Due to Ralphs privacy policy we
cannot print the names of our
members who have participated
in our program.

Help the KI Scrip Program
by registering your Ralphs card
to support KI. If you need help online,
please contact Masha Fleissig at
masha.fleissig@kehillatisrael.org
or call 424.214.7463.

23
KI News

Ziering Tzedakah Teen Fund
• Brad Kesden and Celia Bernstein
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a Reconstructionist Congregation,
is an inclusive spiritual community,
providing a warm, nurturing
environment where we pray, learn,
educate, and perpetuate Torah and
Jewish values, while serving the
greater community.

kinews
Steven Carr Reuben, PhD, Rabbi
Amy Bernstein, Rabbi
Chayim Frenkel, Cantor
Marca Gay, Executive Director
Alice Greenwald, Director, Youth and Family Education
Julie Dubron, Director, Early Childhood Center
Abraham Winokur z”l, Founding Rabbi
Mickey Bienenfeld, Cantor Emeritus
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Officers: Kathleen Rawson, President; Michael Lurey, VP Finance; Jill Leanse, Secretary
Trustees: Steve Gomer, VP Member Engagement; Jane Gutman, VP Tikkun Olam;
Nancy Handler, VP Youth and Family Education; Steven Lewis, VP Communications/PR;
Angela Milstein, VP Governance; Moira Tenzer, Advisor to the President
Melissa Appelbaum-Schwartz, John Benun, Miriam Bookey, Wendy Broudy, Laura Diamond,
Ken Ehrlich, Cindy Freedland, Susan Green, Rachael Jeck, Charlie Kaplan, Bert Kleinman,
Lorie Kraus, Sheri Roberts, Linda Rosen, Michelle Ross
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JNET Open House
Wednesday, March 6
7:00-9:00 PM at KI

Schmooze, grab a bite, and make
business connections within the evergrowing community of Jewish businesspeople, professionals, trades-people, and
corporate executives at the JNET Pacific
Palisades Chapter Open House. If you
enjoy the open house, join us for the first
Pacific Palisades Chapter meeting on
Wednesday, March 20 at 7:00 PM.
RSVPs appreciated.
For more information about JNET,
visit www.jnetonline.org. To RSVP,
contact programs@ourKI.org or
call 424.214.7453.

