HAFTARAH FOR YOM KIPPUR MORNING
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COMMENTARY. This haftarah poses the question of what it will take to
create a world transformed. Its answer posits a society governed justly,
interpersonal relationships characterized by caring, and religious life that
points us toward ultimate meaning. Isaiah suggests that if we achieve all
this, God will intervene to bring a society transformed. But if we achieve
all this, society will have already been transformed. DAT

COMMENTARY. The haftarah is linked to the Torah reading in a daring way.
The prophet Yeshayshu / Isaiah questions the value of fasting while we
pursue business as usual. It is thus a critique of religious hypocrisy, and it
remains to this day a challenge for the Jewish community in our effort to
link ethics with ritual practice. S.D.R.
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