HAFTARAH FOR THE FIRST DAY OF
ROSH HASHANAH
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COMMENTARY. Hannah prays silently but urgently for a child. Eli the High
Priest, noticing her odd behavior, accuses her of drunkenness. Hannah
Justifies herself, and Eli blesses her. The heartfelt prayer of an ordinary

woman has 2 moral authority to which even a high priest must accede.
RA.

713 11/ She made a vow. To Hannah the rabbis of the Talmud {Berahot
31a-31b) attributed the great privilege of having created a new name for
God. Adonay tzeva’ot, often translated “the Lord of Hosts,” is usually taken
to refer to God’s glory dwelling among the angelic throngs. The rabbis
accept a sharp revision of that belief by recognizing that Hannah, calling
out in her bitterness, gives God this name. She sees the One surrounded
by countless throngs, who may include other people’s children as well as
angels. “You who have made so many,” she says, or “who are surrounded
by so much wealth, could You not create but one child for me?”

The pain of Hannah’s childlessness has here entered into our prayerbook
and enriched the prayers of all those who come in her wake. This is the
real contribution of Hannah and the way in which we believe prayer is
fulfilled rather than “answered.” While we do not know a2 God who hears
a would-be parent’s prayer and grants a child, we affirm the tradition that
has carried both Hannah’s pain and her faith forward and allowed them to
enrich and inspire the prayer life of so many generations. AG.
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