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Deuteronomy 34:10-12 .1.א ב״י-׳י:ד״ל םירבד

 ֙רֶׁשֲא הֶׁ֑שֹמְּכ לֵ֖אָרְׂשִיְּב דֹו֛ע איִ֥בָנ םָ֨ק־אֹלְו )י(
 תֹ֜תֹאָ֨ה־לׇכְל )אי(׃םיִֽנָּפ־לֶא םיִ֖נָּפ הָ֔וֹהְי ֹו֣עָדְי
 ץֶרֶ֣אְּב תֹוׂ֖שֲעַל הָ֔וֹהְי ֹ֙וחָלְׁש רֶׁ֤שֲא םיִ֗תְפֹוּמַהְו
)בי(׃ֹוֽצְרַא־לׇכְלּו ויָ֖דָבֲע־לׇכְלּו הֹ֥עְרַפְל םִיָ֑רְצִמ

 לֹו֑דָּגַה אָ֣רֹוּמַה לֹ֖כְלּו הָ֔קָזֲחַה דָּ֣יַה ֙לֹכְלּו
׃לֵֽאָרְׂשִי־לׇּכ יֵ֖ניֵעְל הֶׁ֔שֹמ הָׂ֣שָע ֙רֶׁשֲא

(10) Never again did there arise in Israel a 

prophet like Moses—whom הוהי  singled out, 

face to face, (11) for the various signs and 

portents that הוהי  sent him to display in the 

land of Egypt, against Pharaoh and all his 

courtiers and his whole country, (12) and for all 

the great might and awesome power that 

Moses displayed before all Israel.

Rashi on Deuteronomy 34:12:3 .2.ב ׳ג:ב״י:ד״ל םירבד לע י"שר

רֹּבְׁשִל ֹוּבִל ֹואָׂשְּנֶׁש .לארשי לכ יניעל
םֵרְּבַׁשֲאָו" רַמֱאֶּנֶׁש םֶהיֵניֵעְל תֹוחּוּלַה
תַעַד הָמיִּכְסִהְו )'ט םירבד( "םֶכיֵניֵעְל
רֶׁשֲא" רַמֱאֶּנֶׁש ,ֹוּתְעַדְל אּוה �ּורָּב ׁשֹודָּקַה
�ֲחֹּכ רַׁשיִי — )ד"ל תומש( "ָּתְרַּבִׁש
:ָּתְרַּבִּׁשֶׁש

לארשי לכ יניעל  [WHICH MOSES SHOWED]

BEFORE THE EYES OF ALL ISRAEL —

This refers to the fact that his heart inspired

him to shatter the Tablets before their eyes, as

it is said, (Deuteronomy 9:17) “And I broke

them before your eyes” (Sifrei Devarim

357:45), and the opinion of the Holy One,

blessed be He, regarding this action agreed

with his opinion, as it is stated that God said

of the Tablets, (Exodus 34:1) תרבש רשא

"Which you have broken", [which implies]

"May your strength be fitting ( רשיי ; an

expression of thanks and congratulation)

because you have broken them" (Yevamot 62a;

Shabbat 87a).

Shabbat 87a .3.ג א ז״פ תבש

 ?ֹודָי לַע אּוה �ּורָּב ׁשֹודָּקַה םיִּכְסִהְּד ןַלָנְמּו 
 ׁשיֵר רַמָאְו ,״ָּתְרַּבִׁש רֶׁשֲא״ :רַמֱאֶּנֶׁש —
:רַמָא.ָּתְרַּבִּׁשֶׁש �ֲחֹּכ רַׁשיִי :ׁשיִקָל

Regarding the tablets, which represented the 

entire Torah, and Israel at that moment were 

apostates, as they were worshipping the calf, 

all the more so are they not worthy of 

receiving the Torah. And from where do we

derive that the Holy One, Blessed be He, 

agreed with his reasoning? As it is stated:

“The first tablets which you broke [asher 

shibarta]” (Exodus 34:1), and Reish Lakish 

said: The word asher is an allusion to the 

phrase: May your strength be true [yishar 
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koḥakha] due to the fact that you broke the 

tablets.

Fred Ehrman

Rashi’s last comment in the Torah, is in parshat Vezot Habrachah. The verse in Deuteronomy

speaks of, “that mighty hand, and in all the awesome power that Moses showed in the sight

of all Israel” [Deuteronomy 34:12]. And what act does Rashi choose to show the greatness of

Moses? One of the Ten Plagues? The splitting of the Sea of Reeds? Hitting the rock that then

brought forth streams of water? No, none of these.

As Moses descends from the top of Mount Sinai carrying the two Tablets of the Covenant, he

is confronted with the Israelites dancing around the Golden Calf. In anger, he throws the

Tablets down at the foot of the mountain, shattering them. Rashi, quoting from the Talmud

[Shabbat 87], tells us that God congratulates Moses for this act of destruction. Rashi’s last

words are, “Yeyasher Kochacha Sheshibarta,” yasher koach, congratulations that you shattered

them (the Tablets).

The day began, as did all others, in the second grade at Ramaz Academy - with Shacharit.

The buzzing of misbehavior started, getting louder and louder with Mr. Gottlieb’s face

getting increasingly red. Suddenly Mr. Gottlieb took his siddur, his prayer book, and flung it

across to the other side of the room, where it thumped on the floor. A large gasp was heard

from all of the class. Hands went up to our mouths. We were all shocked and stunned. The

teacher deliberately throwing his siddur, a book that we kissed if we accidently dropped it?

There was a deafening silence in the room. Mr. Gottlieb then explained that if we could not

respect the prayer service, then the book in which we prayed had also been disrespected. He

then said he would give us one more chance. Each of us began to pray and there was not a

hint of any further disturbance or distraction. This decorum continued day after day and

almost all of us began to concentrate on the prayers. 

.4.ד

Dr. Arnie Gotfryd

The Sages relate2 that as Moses approached the scene, the letters flew off, his hands became

weak, and the Tablets broke. This was no Charlton Hestonesque temper tantrum throw-the-

plate-against-the-wall outburst. Moses, despite his absolute commitment to G-d and

the Torah, knowingly sacrificed Torah truth for Jewish continuity. In response,

G-d cooperated and literally removed the message from the medium. The tzaddik decreed

and the One Above fulfilled.3

.5.ה

Rabbi Shalom Schwarz

Through the breaking of the first Tablets the possibility of the second Tablets emerged… We

see that the second tablets were created by Moshe , not by God. Psol lecha -- Hew them (for)

yourself ( Shmot 34,1) . And Moshe’s face shone when he brought those tablets down... not

the first tablets.

The Kotzker Rebbe said that there is nothing more whole than a broken heart.  Perhaps the

tablets are in the Holy of Holies because only when we face and embrace our shadows are we

whole.

.6.ו



Moshe’s heroic act of breaking the Tablets was the catalyst for this realization. The Torah was

given to us as imperfect human beings, who 40 days latercould fashion and worship a golden

calf. But therein lies the beauty, because we receive the message that no matter where we are

or whatever is happening to us, everything is still possible….transformation — teshuva— is

always possible. We can find ourselves anew, again and again and even receive a greater light.

The first Tablets were God’s gift to us, the second Tablets are our gift to God.

Rabbi Ariel Root Wolpe

When Moshe broke the tablets at Sinai, the Torah says "asher shibarta," which you shattered.

Resh Lakish interprets this to mean that God said, "Yasher Koach Sheshibarta," thanking and

congratulating Moshe for breaking the tablets (Shabbat 87a). This teaches us that there are

times when the shattering of Torah is actually its foundation, that there are moments

when our stories and texts must be broken.

This prompted me to contemplate the tropes in our society that need shattering...

.7.ז

Rav Mordechai Greenberg

This was the mistake of Bnei Yisrael when they created the egel; they thought that there are

physical things that have divine powers. Moshe realized that if he were to give them

the luchot, they would think that they were inherently holy and divine. They would then

simply replace the egel with the luchot. In order to clearly uproot this mistaken belief, Moshe

shattered the luchot, demonstrating that even objects that are imprinted by divine action –

“And the writing was the writing of God” (Shemot 32:7) – have no inherent

value. Hashem concurred with Moshe’s shattering of the luchot; in the words of Chazal, He

told Moshe, “Yasher koach sheshibarta,” “ Yasher Koach for breaking them!”

.8.ח

Dr Maurice M. Mizrahi

The Midrash says: When Moses saw that [the Israelites] were doomed, he sought a pretext

through which to save them. He said: It is written on the tablets that he who sacrifices to

gods will be excommunicated, and so, I will break them and say to the Holy One, blessed be

He: Until now they did not know the punishment for idolatry. If they had, they would not

have done it. [Tanhuma on Ki Tisa 30]

Chizkuni adds: Moses smashed the tablets in front of the people and said: I did this so as not

to make you guilty of transgressing the laws written on these tablets. It was written on them

that you are not to have other deities, and you had made a Golden Calf for yourselves!

.9.ט

Dr. Maurice M. Mizrahi

The last phrase in Deuteronomy is: No other prophet has arisen in Israel like Moses, who

knew the Lord knew face to face ... and possessed great might and awesome power that he

displayed in the sight of all Israel. [Deut. 34:10-12] The Jerusalem Talmud tells us that the

phrase “great might” refers to the breaking of the tablets. [Ta’anit Y 4:5] Rashi comments that

Moses' heart inspired him to shatter the Tablets before the eyes of all the people. So the

.10.י



Torah ends with an approving account of its own destruction! It was destroyed to preserve it.

The Rebbe says: With its closing words the Torah establishes that it sees its own existence as

secondary to the existence of the people of Israel. It is seen as one of his greatest acts of

leadership. A leader must make his followers feel they are his first concern, not pawns.

Shemot Rabbah 46:1 .11.אי ׳א:ו״מ הבר תומש

,םֶהָּלֶׁש הָיָּטַח הָנִּפֶׁש ןָויֵּכ ,הֶׁשמ דֶרֵּיַו ןֶפִּיַוַו
ׁשֵּקַבְיֶׁש יִמ לֵאָרְׂשִיְל הָיָה יֵרֲה הֶׁשמ רַמָא
רֵעַטְצִמ ליִחְתִה ,יָלָע ׁשֵּקַבְי יִמ יִנֲא ,םֶהיֵלֲע
�ּורָּב ׁשֹודָּקַה ֹול רַמָאְו ,תֹוחּוּלַה רּוּבִׁש לַע
אֹלֶׁש ,תֹונֹוׁשאִרָה תֹוחּוּלַּב רֵעָטְצִּת לַא אּוה
תֹוחּוּלַבּו ,דָבְל תֹורְּבִּדַה תֶרֶׂשֲע אָּלֶא ּויָה
תֹוכָלֲה םֶהָב אֵהְיֶׁש �ְל ןֵתֹונ יִנֲא םיִּיִנְּׁשַה
�ְל דֶּגַיְו :ביִתְכִד אּוה אָדֲה ,תֹודָּגַאְו ׁשָרְדִמ
אֹלְו ,הָּיִׁשּותְל םִיַלְפִכ יִּכ הָמְכָח תֹומֻלֲעַּת
לַע �ְל יִּתְלַחָּמֶׁש רָֹּׂשֻבְמ הָּתַאֶׁש אָּלֶא ,דֹוע
יִּכ עַדְו :)ו ,אי בויא( רַמֱאֶּנֶׁש ,�ְּלֶׁש הָיָּטַח
.�ֶנֹוֲעֵמ ַּהֹולֱא �ְל הֶּׁשַי

...He started feeling bad that he broke the

tablets, G-d told him: Do not feel bad about

the first tablets, for they only contained the ten

commandments, however in the second tablets

I will give you, that they will have Halcaha

Midrash and Agadah, this is what is said: (Job

11): I will tell you hidden wisdom for it shall

be double comforting

Dr. Maurice M. Mizrahi

A major teaching emerged from this episode: Be careful [to continue to respect] an elder who

has forgotten his Torah knowledge due to circumstances beyond his control. As we say: Both

the tablets of the Covenant and the broken tablets are placed in the Ark. [Berakhot 8b] …

One may not behave toward him in a degrading manner. [An elder who forgot his knowledge

is like the broken tablets.] [Menachot 99a]

.12.בי
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