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א״כ-ט״י:א״כ םיטפוש

ֹו֜לִׁשְּב הָ֨וֹהְי־גַח ֩הֵּנִה ּו֡רְמאֹּיַו )טי(

הָנֹו֤פְּצִמ רֶׁ֞שֲא הָמיִ֗מָי ׀ םיִ֣מָּיִמ

הָּ֔לִסְמִ֨ל ׁשֶמֶּׁ֔שַה הָ֣חְרְזִמ ֙לֵא־תיֵֽבְל

בֶג ֶּ֖נִמּו הָמֶ֑כְׁש לֵ֖א־תיֵּֽבִמ הָ֥לֹעָה

יֵ֥נְּב־תֶא ]ּוּ֕וַצְיַו[)וציו()כ(׃הָֽנֹובְלִל

םֶּ֥תְבַרֲאַו ּו֖כְל רֹ֑מאֵל ןִ֖מָיְנִב

ְו םֶ֗תיִאְרּו )אכ(׃םיִֽמָרְּכַּב הֵּ֠נִה֠

לּו֣חָל ֹ֮וליִׁש־תֹונְב ּו֥אְצֵ֨י־םִא

םיִ֔מָרְּכַה־ןִמ ֙םֶתאָציִֽו ֒תֹולֹחְּמַּב

תֹו֣נְּבִמ ֹוּ֖תְׁשִא ׁשיִ֥א םֶ֛כָל םֶּ֥תְפַטֲחַו

׃ןִֽמָיְנִּב ץֶרֶ֥א םֶּ֖תְכַלֲהַו ֹו֑ליִׁש

Judges 21:19-21

(19) Then they said, Behold, there

is a yearly feast of YHVY in Shilo

which is on the north side of Bet-

el, on the east side of the highway

that goes up from Bet-el to

Shekhem, and on the south of

Levona. (20) Therefore they

commanded the children of

Binyamin, saying, Go and lie in

wait in the vineyards; (21) and see,

and, behold, if the daughters of

Shilo come out to dance in the

dances, then come out of the

vineyards, and catch you every man

his wife of the daughters of Shilo,

and go to the land of Binyamin.
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׳ה-׳א:ז״י םיטפוש

ֹו֥מְׁשּו םִיָ֖רְפֶא־רַהֵמ ׁשיִ֥א־יִהְי ַֽו )א(

֩ףֶלֶ֩א ֹוּ֡מִאְל רֶמאֹּ֣יַו )ב(׃ּוהְיָֽכיִמ

�ָ֗ל־חַּֽקֻֽל רֶׁ֣שֲא ףֶסֶּ֜כַה הָ֨אֵמּו

ְּתְרַ֣מָא ֙םַגְו ֙תיִלָא ]ְּתַ֤אְו[)יתאו(

יִ֣נֲא יִּ֖תִא ףֶסֶּ֥כַה־הֵּנִה יַ֔נְזׇאְּב

יִ֖נְּב �ּו֥רָּב ֹוּ֔מִא רֶמאֹּ֣תַו ויִּ֑תְחַקְל

הָ֥אֵמּו־ףֶלֶא־תֶא בֶׁשָּ֛יַו )ג(׃הָֽוֹהיַל

ׁשֵּ֣דְקַה ֹוּ֡מִא רֶמאֹּ֣תַו ֹוּ֑מִאְל ףֶסֶּ֖כַה

יִ֜דָּיִמ הָ֨וֹהיַל ֩ףֶסֶּ֩כַה־תֶא יִּתְׁשַּ֣דְקִה

הָּ֖תַעְו הָ֔כֵּסַמּו לֶסֶּ֣פ ֙תֹוׂשֲעַֽל יִ֗נְבִל

ףֶסֶּ֖כַה־תֶא בֶׁשָּ֥יַו )ד(׃�ָֽל ּוּנֶ֥ביִׁשֲא

ףֶסֶּ֜כ םִיַ֨תאָמ ֹ֩וּמִא חַּ֣קִּתַו ֹוּ֑מִאְל

לֶסֶּ֣פ ּ֙והֵׂ֙שֲעַּי ַֽו ףֵ֗רֹוּצַל ּוהֵ֣נְּתִּתַו

)ה(׃ּוהְיָֽכיִמ תיֵ֥בְּב יִ֖הְי ַֽו הָ֔כֵּסַמּו

ׂשַעַּ֤יַו םיִ֑ה�ֱא תיֵּ֣ב ֹו֖ל הָ֔כיִמ ׁשיִ֣אָהְו

֙דַחַא דַ֤י־תֶא אֵּ֗לַמְיַו םיִ֔פָרְתּו ֙דֹופֵא

׃ןֵֽהֹכְל ֹו֖ל־יִהְי ַֽו ויָ֔נָּבִמ

Judges 17:1-5

(1) And there was a man of mount

Efrayim, whose name was

Mikhayehu. (2) And he said to his

mother, The eleven hundred

shekels of silver that were taken

from thee, about which thou didst

pronounce a curse, uttering it also

in my ears, behold, the silver is

with me; I took it. And his mother

said, Blessed be thou of YHVH,

my son. (3) And when he had

restored the eleven hundred shekels

of silver to his mother, his mother

said, I had wholly dedicated the

silver to YHVH from my hand for

my son, to make a carved and a

molten idol: now therefore I will

restore it to thee. (4) And when he

had given back the money to his

mother, his mother took two

hundred shekels of silver, and gave

them to the founder, who made of

it a carved and a molten idol: and

they were in the house of
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Mikhayehu. (5) And the man

Mikha had a shrine, and made an

efod, and terafim, and consecrated

one of his sons, who became his

priest.

ג״י:ו״ט א םיכלמ

ָ֙הֶ֙רִסְיַו ֹוּ֗מִא הָ֣כֲעַמ־תֶא ׀ םַ֣גְו )גי(

תֶצֶ֖לְפִמ הָ֥תְׂשָע־רֶׁשֲא הָ֔ריִבְּגִמ

ּהָּ֔תְצַלְפִמ־תֶא ֙אָסָא תֹ֤רְכִּיַו הָ֑רֵׁשֲאָל

׃ןֹוֽרְדִק לַחַ֥נְּב ףֹ֖רְׂשִּיַו

I Kings 15:13

(13) He also deposed his mother

Maacah from the rank of queen

mother, because she had made an

abominable thing for [the

goddess] Asherah. Asa cut down

her abominable thing and burnt it

in the Wadi Kidron.

׳ד:ח״י ב םיכלמ

֙רַּבִׁשְו תֹו֗מָּבַה־תֶא ריִ֣סֵה ׀ אּו֣ה )ד(

הָ֑רֵׁשֲאָֽה־תֶא תַ֖רָכְו תֹ֔בֵּצַּמַה־תֶא

הָׂ֣שָע־רֶׁשֲא תֶׁשֹ֜חְּנַה ׁשַ֨חְנ ֩תַּתִכְו

ּו֤יָה ֙הָּמֵ֙הָה םיִ֤מָּיַה־דַע יִּ֣כ הֶׁ֗שֹמ

ֹו֖ל־אָרְקִּיַו ֹו֔ל םיִ֣רְּטַקְמ ֙לֵאָרְׂשִי־יֵֽנְב

׃ןָּֽתְׁשֻחְנ

II Kings 18:4

(4) He abolished the shrines and

smashed the pillars and cut down

the ashera. He also broke into

pieces the bronze serpent that

Moses had made, for until that

time the Israelites had been

offering sacrifices to it; it was called

Nehushtan.
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׳ז:א״כ ב םיכלמ

רֶׁ֣שֲא הָ֖רֵׁשֲאָה לֶסֶּ֥פ־תֶא םֶׂשָּ֕יַו )ז(

֙הָוֹהְי רַ֤מָא רֶׁ֨שֲא תִיַּ֗בַּב הָׂ֑שָע

תִיַּ֨בַּב ֹו֔נְב הֹ֣מ�ְׁש־לֶאְו ֙דִוָּד־לֶא

֙לֹּכִמ ֙יִּתְרַ֙חָּב רֶׁ֤שֲא ִםַ֗לָׁשּוריִבּו הֶּ֜זַה

יִ֖מְׁש־תֶא םיִׂ֥שָא לֵ֔אָרְׂשִי יֵ֣טְבִׁש

׃םָֽלֹועְל

II Kings 21:7

(7) The sculptured image of

Asherah that he made he placed

in the House concerning which

YHVH had said to David and to

his son Solomon, “In this House

and in Jerusalem, which I chose

out of all the tribes of Israel, I will

establish My name forever.

׳ו:ג״כ ב םיכלמ

הָ֜וֹהְי תיֵּ֨בִמ ֩הָרֵׁשֲאָה־תֶא אֵ֣צֹּיַו )ו(

ןֹו֔רְדִק לַחַ֣נ־לֶא ִ֙םַ֙לָׁשּוֽריִל ץּו֤חִמ

קֶד ָּ֣יַו ןֹו֖רְדִק לַחַ֥נְּב ּהָ֛תֹא ףֹ֥רְׂשִּיַו

רֶבֶ֖ק־לַע ּהָ֔רָפֲע־תֶא ֙�ֵלְׁשַּיַו רָ֑פָעְל

׃םָֽעָה יֵ֥נְּב

II Kings 23:6

(6) He brought out the [image of ]

Asherah from the House of

YHVH to the Kidron Valley

outside Jerusalem, and burned it in

the Kidron Valley; he beat it to

dust and scattered its dust over the

burial ground of the common

people.

׳ז:ג״כ ב םיכלמ

רֶׁ֖שֲא םיִׁ֔שֵדְּקַה יֵּ֣תָּב־תֶא ֙ץֹּתִּיַו )ז(

תֹו֥גְרֹא םיִׁ֗שָּנַה רֶׁ֣שֲא הָ֑וֹהְי תיֵ֣בְּב

II Kings 23:7

(7) He tore down the cubicles of

the kedeshim in the House of

YHVH, at the place where the
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women wove coverings for׃הָֽרֵׁשֲאָל םיִּ֖תָּב םָׁ֛ש

Asherah.

ד״י:׳ח לאקזחי

רַעַׁ֣ש ֙חַתֶּ֙פ־לֶא יִ֗תֹא אֵ֣בָּיַו )די(

הָנֹו֑פָּצַה־לֶא רֶׁ֖שֲא הָ֔וֹהְי־תיֵּב

תֹוּ֖כַבְמ תֹו֔בְׁשֹי םיִׁ֣שָּנַה ֙םָׁש־הֵּנִהְו

}ס{ ׃זּוּֽמַּתַה־תֶא

Ezekiel 8:14

(14) Next He brought me to the

entrance of the north gate of the

House of YHVH and there sat the

women bewailing Tammuz.

A number of biblical passages make it clear that the Monarchy facilitated

worship at a limited number of sanctuaries throughout the Land (1 Kgs

12:31; 2 Kgs 23:5). One such sanctuary has been discovered at the military

fortress at Arad; at Beersheba, some 40 km due west, the remains of a massive

stone four-horned altar were found. Lachish, Judah’s second largest city,

contained a small, bench-lined sanctuary filled with ritual objects. In the

north, assemblages of ritual objects were found at Megiddo, an Israelite

administrative center. Royal sanctuaries at Dan and Bethel are described in

the Bible (inter alia, 1 Kgs 12:28–30); finds from Dan support that narrative.

While ritual objects vary from site to site, overall, they included something

from the following: massive stone four-horned altars; smaller stone altars;

standing stones ( תֹובֵּצַמ ); ceramic offering stands; priestly implements; and,

votive vessels. As at the Temple, worship at these sites was likely restricted to

men; at Arad and Beersheba, inscriptions on ostraca link their priests to those

at the Jerusalem Temple. At the same time, the paired altars and standing
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stones in the Holy of Holies of the Arad sanctuary intimate the worship of

Asherah alongside Yahweh (Holladay 1987; Nakhai 2001, pp. 177–87;

Nakhai 2011, 2015, pp. 91–92; Zevit 2001, pp. 122–349; Schmitt 2014)

The Bible also gives witness to a multiplicity of smaller shrines on hilltops

and within villages throughout the Land (see, inter alia, 2 Kgs 17:9–11).

Before the Temple was constructed, these shrines—like the pilgrimage

sanctuaries at Shiloh, Bethel, Gilgal, and elsewhere—had raised no

concerns.13 David, for example, went to Bethlehem, his family’s village, to

participate in a familial festival of sacrifice (1 Sam 20:5–7, 28–29). Given

what is known about women worshipping at Shiloh, it is likely that in

Bethlehem too, the women in the family participated alongside the men. In

the days of the kings, as Israel’s population grew, the number of small, local

places of worship would have increased accordingly. Israel’s long-established

social structure, which emphasized the tribe ( טֶבֵׁש ), clan ( הָחָּפְׁשִמ ), and

residential kin group or extended family ( בָא-תיֵּב ; see Stager 1985; Nakhai

2001, pp. 161–93; Dever 2012, pp. 156–58; Faust 2012, pp. 172–74),

meant that the traditional, pre-monarchical, modes of worship flourished

during the Monarchy. The oft-repeated Deuteronomistic condemnation of

local places of worship, over which the Jerusalem priesthood had no

control—and perhaps, in reality, made no effort to control until the

Deuteronomistic reforms of the era of Isaiah and Hezekiah (Deut 12–26; 2

Kgs 18:22) and, a century later, of Josiah (2 Kgs 22:8–23:25)—attests to

their widespread popularity.
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ט״י-ו״ט:ד״מ והימרי

םיִׁ֤שָנֲאָה־לׇּכ ּוהָ֗יְמְרִי־תֶֽא ּו֣נֲעַּיַו )וט(

֙םֶהיֵׁשְנ תֹו֤רְּטַקְמ־יִּֽכ ֙םיִעְדֹּֽיַה

םיִׁ֥שָּנַה־לׇכְו םיִ֔רֵחֲא םיִ֣ה�אֵל

םָ֛עָה־לׇכְו לֹו֑דָּג לָ֣הָק תֹו֖דְמֹעָה

סֹו֥רְתַפְּב םִיַ֖רְצִמ־ץֶרֶאְּב םיִ֥בְׁשֹּיַה

ָּתְרַּ֥בִּד־רֶׁשֲא רָ֛בָּדַה )זט(׃רֹֽמאֵל

םיִ֖עְמֹׁש ּוּנֶ֥ניֵא הָ֑וֹהְי םֵׁ֣שְּב ּוניֵ֖לֵא

הֶׂ֜שֲעַנ הֹׂ֨שָע֩ יִּכ )זי(׃�יֶֽלֵא

ּוניִּ֗פִמ אָ֣צָי־רֶׁשֲא ׀ רָ֣בָּדַה־לׇּכ־תֶֽא

ּהָ֣ל־�יֵּֽסַהְו ֮םִיַ֘מָּׁשַה תֶכֶ֣לְמִל רֵּ֞טַקְל

ּונְחַ֤נֲא ּוניִׂ֜שָע רֶׁ֨שֲאַּכ ֒םיִכָסְנ

יֵ֣רָעְּב ּוניֵ֔רָׂשְו ּוניֵ֣כָלְמ ּ֙וניֵ֙תֹבֲאַו

ִםָ֑לָׁשּורְי תֹו֖צֻחְבּו הָ֔דּוהְי

הָ֖עָרְו םיִ֔בֹוט ֣הֶיְהִּנַו ֙םֶחֶ֙ל־עַּֽבְׂשִּֽנַו

ּונְלַ֜דָח זָ֡א־ןִמּו )חי(׃ּוניִֽאָר אֹ֥ל

ּהָ֥ל־�ֵּֽסַהְו םִיַ֛מָּׁשַה תֶכֶ֧לְמִל רֵּ֨טַקְל

בָ֖עָרָבּו בֶרֶ֥חַבּו לֹ֑כ ּונְרַ֣סָח םיִ֖כָסְנ

֙םיִרְּטַקְמ ּונְחַ֤נֲא־יִֽכְו )טי(׃ּונְמָּֽת

םיִ֑כָסְנ ּהָ֖ל �ֵּ֥סַהְלּו םִיַ֔מָּׁשַה תֶכֶ֣לְמִל

֙םיִנָּוַּכ ּהָ֤ל ּוניִׂ֨שָע ּוניֵׁ֗שָנֲא יֵ֣דֲעְלַּבִֽמֲה

Jeremiah 44:15-19

(15) Thereupon they answered

Jeremiah—all the men who knew

that their wives made offerings to

other gods; all the women present,

a large gathering; and all the people

who lived in Pathros in the land of

Egypt: (16) “We will not listen to

you in the matter about which you

spoke to us in the name of YHVH.

(17) On the contrary, we will do

everything that we have vowed—to

make offerings to the Queen of

Heaven and to pour libations to

her, as we used to do, we and our

ancestors, our kings and our

officials, in the towns of Judah and

the streets of Jerusalem. For then

we had plenty to eat, we were well-

off, and suffered no misfortune.

(18) But ever since we stopped

making offerings to the Queen of

Heaven and pouring libations to

her, we have lacked everything, and

we have been consumed by the
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.sword and by famine}ס{ ׃םיִֽכָסְנ ּהָ֖ל �ֵּ֥סַהְו �ָ֔בִצֲעַ֣הְל (19) And

when we make offerings to the

Queen of Heaven and pour

libations to her, is it without our

husbands’ approval that we have

made cakes in her likeness and

poured libations to her?”

Domestic religion was, in particular, the responsibility of women, who more

fully occupied the four-room house, as the typical Israelite house is known. It

was both their place of residence and their primary workplace, where they

managed the storage of food products, fuels, and other necessities, the

production of textiles and clothing, and the preparation of meals for daily

consumption and for festivals and ritual celebrations (Dever 2012, pp.

142–205; Faust 2012, pp. 213–29; Faust and Bunimovitz 2014; Meyers

2014). What this means is that each ritual act that took place within the

home transformed that home, or at least some part of it, into sacred space. At

the same time, given the many domestic tasks taking place in and around the

house and housing compound, this sacralization was impermanent, meaning

that space, like people, “multi-tasked” (Nakhai 2014a, p. 56).

13

A panoply of small, easy-to-move cultic objects that might include figurines,

votive vessels, lamps, little stone altars, ceramic offering stands, amulets,

specially colored beads, and more, some configuration of which is found in

most four-room houses, highlights women’s agency in domestic religion

14
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(Meyers 2005; Willett 2008; Nakhai 2011, pp. 355–59; 2014a, p. 56).

ז״י-ד״י:׳ל תישארב

םיִּ֗טִח־ריִצְק יֵ֣מיִּב ןֵ֜בּואְר �ֶלֵּ֨יַו )די(

םָ֔תֹא אֵ֣בָּיַו הֶ֔דָּׂשַּב ֙םיִאָדּוֽד אָ֤צְמִּיַו

֙לֵחָר רֶמאֹּ֤תַו ֹוּ֑מִא הָ֖אֵל־לֶא

׃� ֵֽנְּב יֵ֖אָדּוּדִמ יִ֔ל אָ֣נ־יִנְּת הָ֔אֵל־לֶא

�ֵּ֣תְחַק ֙טַעְמַה ּהָ֗ל רֶמאֹּ֣תַו )וט(

יֵ֖אָדּוּד־תֶא םַּ֥ג תַחַ֕קָלְו יִׁ֔שיִא־תֶא

֙�ָּמִע בַּ֤כְׁשִי ֙ןֵכָל לֵ֗חָר רֶמאֹּ֣תַו יִ֑נְּב

אֹ֨בָּיַו )זט(׃� ֵֽנְב יֵ֥אָדּוּד תַחַּ֖ת הָלְיַּ֔לַה

הָ֜אֵל אֵ֨צֵּתַו ֒בֶרֶ֒עָּב ֮הֶדָּׂשַה־ןִמ בֹ֣קֲעַי

ֹּתַו ֹו֗תאָרְקִל יִּ֚כ אֹו֔בָּת יַ֣לֵא ֙רֶמא֙

בַּ֥כְׁשִּיַו יִ֑נְּב יֵ֖אָדּודְּב �יִּ֔תְרַכְׂש רֹ֣כָׂש

עַ֥מְׁשִּיַו )זי(׃אּוֽה הָלְיַּ֥לַּב ּהָּ֖מִע

דֶלֵּ֥תַו רַהַּ֛תַו הָ֑אֵל־לֶא םיִ֖ה�ֱא

׃יִֽׁשיִמֲח ןֵּ֥ב בֹ֖קֲעַיְל

Genesis 30:14-17

(14) Once, at the time of the wheat

harvest, Reuben came upon some

mandrakes in the field and brought

them to his mother Leah. Rachel

said to Leah, “Please give me some

of your son’s mandrakes.” (15) But

she said to her, “Was it not enough

for you to take away my husband,

that you would also take my son’s

mandrakes?” Rachel replied, “I

promise, he shall lie with you

tonight, in return for your son’s

mandrakes.” (16) When Jacob came

home from the field in the evening,

Leah went out to meet him and

said, “You are to sleep with me, for

I have hired you with my son’s

mandrakes.” And he lay with her

that night. (17) God heeded Leah,

and she conceived and bore him a

fifth son.
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Within villages and homes, as well as in tombs and a cave in Jerusalem,

Judaean pillar-based figurines were common. More than a thousand of these

small, simple ceramic pieces depicting a female figure whose arms support her

breasts, come from eighth-seventh century Judah (see, inter alia, Kletter

1996; Darby 2014). Presumably, they were used to invoke the protection of

the Goddess, who would provide succor and sustenance for those who

beseeched her.

ה״ל-ט״י:א״ל תישארב

ֹו֑נאֹצ־תֶא זֹ֖זְגִל �ַ֔לָה ןָ֣בָלְו )טי(

רֶׁ֥שֲא םיִ֖פָרְּתַה־תֶא לֵ֔חָר בֹ֣נְגִּתַו

בֵ֥ל־תֶא בֹ֔קֲעַי בֹ֣נְגִּיַו )כ(׃ָהיִֽבָאְל

יִּ֥כ ֹו֔ל דיִּ֣גִה ֙יִלְּב־לַע יִּ֑מַרֲאָה ןָ֖בָל

֙אּוה חַ֥רְבִּיַו )אכ(׃אּוֽה ַחֵ֖רֹב

רֹ֣בֲעַּיַו םׇק ָּ֖יַו ֹו֔ל־רֶׁשֲא־לׇכְו

רַ֥ה ויָ֖נָּפ־תֶא םֶׂשָּ֥יַו רָ֑הָּנַה־תֶא

םֹוּ֣יַּב ןָ֖בָלְל דַּ֥גֻּיַו )בכ(׃דָֽעְלִּגַה

חַּ֤קִּיַו )גכ(׃בֹֽקֲעַי חַ֖רָב יִּ֥כ יִׁ֑שיִלְּׁשַה

�ֶרֶּ֖ד ויָ֔רֲחַא ףֹּ֣דְרִּיַו ֹוּ֔מִע ֙ויָחֶא־תֶא

רַ֥הְּב ֹו֖תֹא קֵּ֥בְדַּיַו םיִ֑מָי תַ֣עְבִׁש

ןָ֥בָל־לֶא םיִ֛ה�ֱא אֹ֧בָּיַו )דכ(׃דָֽעְלִּגַה

ֹו֗ל רֶמאֹּ֣יַו הָלְיָּ֑לַה ם֣�ֲחַּב יִּ֖מַרֲאָה

Genesis 31:19-35

(19) Meanwhile Laban had gone to

shear his sheep, and Rachel stole

her father’s terafim. (20) Jacob

kept Laban the Aramean in the

dark, not telling him that he was

fleeing, (21) and fled with all that

he had. Soon he was across the

Euphrates and heading toward the

hill country of Gilead. (22) On the

third day, Laban was told that

Jacob had fled. (23) So he took his

kinsmen with him and pursued

him a distance of seven days,

catching up with him in the hill

country of Gilead. (24) But God

appeared to Laban the Aramean in
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בֹ֖קֲעַי־םִֽע רֵּ֥בַדְּת־ןֶּפ ֛�ְל רֶמָּׁ֧שִה

ןָ֖בָל גֵּׂ֥שַּיַו )הכ(׃עָֽר־דַע בֹוּ֥טִמ

ֹ֙ולֳהׇא־תֶֽא עַ֤ק ָּת בֹ֗קֲעַיְו בֹ֑קֲעַי־תֶֽא

רַ֥הְּב ויָ֖חֶא־תֶא עַ֥ק ָּת ןָ֛בָלְו רָ֔הָּב

בֹ֔קֲעַיְל ֙ןָבָל רֶמאֹּ֤יַו )וכ(׃דָֽעְלִּגַה

֙גֵהַנְּתַו יִ֑בָבְל־תֶא בֹ֖נְגִּתַו ָתיִׂ֔שָע הֶ֣מ

הָּמָ֤ל )זכ(׃בֶרָֽח תֹו֖יֻבְׁשִּכ יַ֔תֹנְּב־תֶא

יִ֑תֹא בֹ֖נְגִּתַו ַחֹ֔רְבִל ָ֙תאֵּ֙בְחַנ

הָ֥חְמִׂשְּב ֛�ֲחֵּלַׁשֲאָֽו יִּ֔ל ָּתְד ַּ֣גִה־אֹלְו

אֹ֣לְו )חכ(׃רֹוּֽנִכְבּו ףֹ֥תְּב םיִ֖רִׁשְבּו

הָּ֖תַע יָ֑תֹנְבִלְו יַ֖נָבְל קֵּׁ֥שַנְל יִנַּ֔תְׁשַטְנ

יִ֔דָי לֵ֣אְל־ׁשֶי )טכ(׃ֹוֽׂשֲע ָּֽתְלַּ֥כְסִה

םֶ֜כיִבֲא יֵ֨ה�אֵֽו עָ֑ר םֶ֖כָּמִע תֹוׂ֥שֲעַל

֛�ְל רֶמָּׁ֧שִה רֹ֗מאֵל יַ֣לֵא רַ֧מָא ׀ ׁשֶמֶ֣א

)ל(׃עָֽר־דַע בֹוּ֥טִמ בֹ֖קֲעַי־םִֽע רֵּ֥בַּדִמ

ףֹ֥סְכִנ־יִּֽכ ָּתְכַ֔לָה �֣�ָה ֙הָּתַעְו

ָּתְבַ֖נָג הָּמָ֥ל �יִ֑בָא תיֵ֣בְל הָּתְפַ֖סְכִנ

רֶמאֹּ֣יַו בֹ֖קֲעַי ןַעַּ֥יַו )אל(׃יָֽה�ֱא־תֶא

לֹ֥זְגִּת־ןֶּפ יִּתְרַ֔מָא יִּ֣כ יִתאֵ֔רָי יִּ֣כ ןָ֑בָלְל

רֶׁ֨שֲא םִ֠ע )בל(׃יִּֽמִעֵמ �יֶ֖תֹונְּב־תֶא

דֶג ֶ֣נ ֒הֶיְחִֽי אֹ֣ל ֮�יֶ֘ה�ֱא־תֶא אָ֣צְמִּת

a dream by night and said to him,

“Beware of attempting anything

with Jacob, good or bad.” (25)

Laban overtook Jacob. Jacob had

pitched his tent on the Height, and

Laban with his kinsmen encamped

in the hill country of Gilead. (26)

And Laban said to Jacob, “What

did you mean by keeping me in the

dark and carrying off my daughters

like captives of the sword? (27)

Why did you flee in secrecy and

mislead me and not tell me? I

would have sent you off with

festive music, with timbrel and

lyre. (28) You did not even let me

kiss my sons and daughters good-

by! It was a foolish thing for you to

do. (29) I have it in my power to do

you harm; but the God of your

father said to me last night,

‘Beware of attempting anything

with Jacob, good or bad.’ (30) Very

well, you had to leave because you

were longing for your father’s

house; but why did you steal my



�ָ֑ל־חַֽק ְו יִ֖דָּמִע הָ֥מ ֛�ְל־רֶּכַֽה ּוניֵ֧חַא

׃םַתָֽבָנְּג לֵ֖חָר יִּ֥כ בֹ֔קֲעַי עַ֣דָי־אֹֽלְו

׀ בֹ֣קֲעַי לֶהֹ֥אְּב ןָ֜בָל אֹ֨בָּיַו )גל(

תֹ֖הָמֲאָה יֵּ֥תְׁש לֶהֹ֛אְבּו הָ֗אֵל לֶהֹ֣אְבּו

אֹ֖בָּיַו הָ֔אֵל לֶהֹ֣אֵמ ֙אֵצֵּיַו אָ֑צָמ אֹ֣לְו

הָ֣חְקָל לֵ֞חָרְו )דל(׃לֵֽחָר לֶהֹ֥אְּב

לָ֖מָּגַה רַ֥כְּב םֵ֛מִׂשְּתַו םיִ֗פָרְּתַה־תֶא

ןָ֛בָל ׁשֵּׁ֥שַמְיַו םֶ֑היֵלֲע בֶׁשֵּ֣תַו

)הל(׃אָֽצָמ אֹ֥לְו לֶהֹ֖אָה־לׇּכ־תֶא

יֵ֣ניֵעְּב ֙רַחִ֙י־לַא ָהיִ֗בָא־לֶא רֶמאֹּ֣תַו

�יֶ֔נָּפִמ םּו֣קָל ֙לַכּוא אֹו֤ל יִּ֣כ יִ֔נֹדֲא

אָ֖צָמ אֹ֥לְו ׂשֵּ֕פַחְיַו יִ֑ל םיִׁ֖שָנ �ֶרֶ֥ד־יִּכ

׃םיִֽפָרְּתַה־תֶא

gods?” (31) Jacob answered Laban,

saying, “I was afraid because I

thought you would take your

daughters from me by force. (32)

But anyone with whom you find

your gods shall not remain alive! In

the presence of our kinsmen, point

out what I have of yours and take

it.” Jacob, of course, did not know

that Rachel had stolen them. (33)

So Laban went into Jacob’s tent

and Leah’s tent and the tents of the

two maidservants; but he did not

find them. Leaving Leah’s tent, he

entered Rachel’s tent. (34) Rachel,

meanwhile, had taken the idols and

placed them in the camel cushion

and sat on them; and Laban

rummaged through the tent

without finding them. (35) For she

said to her father, “Let not my lord

take it amiss that I cannot rise

before you, for the period of

women is upon me.” Thus he

searched, but could not find the

terafim.



׳ה:ז״י םיטפוש

םיִ֑ה�ֱא תיֵּ֣ב ֹו֖ל הָ֔כיִמ ׁשיִ֣אָהְו )ה(

דַ֤י־תֶא אֵּ֗לַמְיַו םיִ֔פָרְתּו ֙דֹופֵא ׂשַעַּ֤יַו

׃ןֵֽהֹכְל ֹו֖ל־יִהְי ַֽו ויָ֔נָּבִמ ֙דַחַא

Judges 17:5

(5) And the man Mikha had a

shrine, and made an efod, and

terafim, and consecrated one of his

sons, who became its priest.

ז״י-א״י:ט״י א לאומש

םיִ֜כָאְלַמ לּו֨אָׁש ֩חַלְׁשִּיַו )אי(

ֹו֖תיִמֲהַלְו ֹו֔רְמׇׁשְל ֙דִוָּד תיֵּ֤ב־לֶא

ֹ֙וּתְׁשִא לַ֤כיִמ דִ֗וָדְל דֵּ֣גַּתַו רֶקֹּ֑בַּב

֙�ְׁשְפַנ־תֶֽא טֵּ֤לַמְמ ֜�ְניֵ֨א־םִא רֹ֔מאֵל

)בי(׃תָֽמּומ הָּ֥תַא רָ֖חָמ הָלְיַּ֔לַה

ןֹוּ֑לַחַה דַ֣עְּב דִ֖וָּד־תֶא לַ֛כיִמ דֶרֹּ֧תַו

חַּ֨קִּתַו )גי(׃טֵֽלָּמִּיַו חַ֖רְבִּיַו �ֶלֵּ֥יַו

֙םֶׂשָּ֙תַו םיִ֗פָרְּתַה־תֶא לַ֜כיִמ

הָמָׂ֖ש םיִּ֔זִעָה ריִ֣בְּכ ֙תֵאְו הָּ֔טִּמַה־לֶא

)די(}ס{ ׃דֶגָּֽבַּב סַ֖כְּתַו ויָ֑תֹׁשֲאַרְמ

תַחַ֣ק ָל םיִ֖כָאְלַמ לּו֛אָׁש חַ֥לְׁשִּיַו

}ס{ ׃אּוֽה הֶ֥לֹח רֶמאֹּ֖תַו דִ֑וָּד־תֶא

םיִ֔כָאְלַּמַה־תֶא ֙לּואָׁש חַ֤לְׁשִּיַו )וט(

ֹו֧תֹא ּו֨לֲעַה רֹ֑מאֵל דִ֖וָּד־תֶא תֹו֥אְרִל

ּ֙ואֹ֙בָּיַו )זט(׃ֹוֽתִמֲהַל יַ֖לֵא הָּ֛טִּמַב

I Samuel 19:11-17

(11) Saul sent messengers to David’s

home to keep watch on him and to

kill him in the morning. But

David’s wife Michal told him,

“Unless you run for your life

tonight, you will be killed

tomorrow.” (12) Michal let David

down from the window and he

escaped and fled. (13) Michal then

took the terafim, laid them on

the bed, and covered them with a

cloth; and at its head she put a

net of goat’s hair. (14) Saul sent

messengers to seize David; but she

said, “He is sick.” (15) Saul,

however, sent back the messengers

to see David for themselves. “Bring

him up to me in the bed,” he
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םיִ֖פָרְּתַה הֵּ֥נִהְו םיִ֔כָאְלַּמַה

םיִּ֖זִעָה ריִ֥בְכּו הָּ֑טִּמַה־לֶא

לּו֜אָׁש רֶמאֹּ֨יַו )זי(}ס{ ׃ויָֽתֹׁשֲאַרְמ

יִנִ֔תיִּמִר ֙הָכָּ֙כ הָּמָ֤ל לַ֗כיִמ־לֶא

רֶמאֹּ֤תַו טֵ֑לָּמִּיַו יִ֖בְיֹא־תֶא יִ֥חְּלַׁשְּתַו

יַ֛לֵא רַ֥מָא־אּוה לּו֔אָׁש־לֶא ֙לַכיִמ

׃�ֵֽתיִמֲא הָ֥מָל יִנִ֖חְּלַׁש

ordered, “that he may be put to

death.” (16) When the messengers

came, they found the terafim in the

bed, with the net of goat’s hair at

their head. (17) Saul said to Michal,

“Why did you play that trick on

me and let my enemy get away

safely?” “Because,” Michal

answered Saul, “he said to me:

‘Help me get away or I’ll kill you.’”
׳כ-ד״י:ח״י םיטפוש

םיִׁ֗שָנֲאָה תֶׁשֵ֣מֲח ּו֞נֲעַּי ַֽו )די(

ׁ֒שִיַ֒ל ץֶרָ֣אָה־תֶא֮ לֵּגַרְל ֮םיִכְלֹהַה

ׁ֣שֵי יִּ֠כ םֶּ֗תְעַדְיַה םֶ֔היֵחֲא־לֶא ּ֙ורְמאֹּֽיַו

לֶסֶ֖פּו םיִ֔פָרְתּו דֹו֣פֵא ֙הֶּלֵ֙אָה םיִּ֤תָּבַּב

)וט(׃ּוֽׂשֲעַּת־הַֽמ ּו֥עְּד הָּ֖תַעְו הָ֑כֵּסַמּו

רַעַּ֥נַה־תיֵּֽב־לֶא ּואֹ֛בָּיַו הָּמָׁ֔ש ּורּו֣סָּיַו

ֹו֖ל־ּולֲאְׁשִּיַו הָ֑כיִמ תיֵּ֣ב יִ֖וֵּלַה

ׁשיִ֗א תֹו֣אֵמ־ׁשֵׁשְו )זט(׃םֹוֽלָׁשְל

חַתֶּ֣פ םיִ֖בָּצִנ םָּ֔תְמַחְלִמ יֵ֣לְּכ ֙םיִרּוגֲח

ּו֞לֲעַּי ַֽו )זי(׃ןָֽד־יֵנְּבִמ רֶׁ֖שֲא רַעָּׁ֑שַה

לֵּ֣גַרְל ֮םיִכְלֹהַה םיִׁ֗שָנֲאָה תֶׁשֵ֣מֲח

ּו֗חְקָל הָּמָׁ֔ש ּואָּ֣ב ֒ץֶרָ֒אָה־תֶא

Judges 18:14-20

(14) Then answered the five men

that went to spy out the country of

Layish, and said to their brethren,

Do you know that there is in

these houses an efod, and

terafim, and a carved and a

molten idol? now therefore

consider what you have to do. (15)

And they turned aside there, and

came to the house of the young

man the Levite, to the house of

Mikha, and greeted him. (16) And

the six hundred men girded with

their weapons of war, who were of
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דֹו֔פֵאָ֣ה־תֶאְו ֙לֶסֶּ֙פַה־תֶא

ןֵ֗הֹּכַהְו הָ֑כֵּסַּמַה־תֶאְו םיִ֖פָרְּתַה־תֶאְו

תֹו֣אֵמ־ׁשֵׁשְו רַעַּׁ֔שַה חַתֶּ֣פ ֙בָּצִנ

)חי(׃הָֽמָחְלִּמַה יֵ֥לְּכ רּו֖גָחֶה ׁשיִ֔אָה

ּ֙וחְקִּיַו הָ֔כיִמ תיֵּ֣ב ּואָּ֚ב הֶּלֵ֗אְו

םיִ֖פָרְּתַה־תֶאְו דֹו֔פֵאָה לֶסֶּ֣פ־תֶא

ןֵ֔הֹּכַה ֙םֶהיֵלֲא רֶמאֹּ֤יַו הָ֑כֵּסַּמַה־תֶאְו

ֹו֨ל ּ֩ורְמאֹּ֩יַו )טי(׃םיִֽׂשֹע םֶּ֖תַא הָ֥מ

ּונָּ֔מִע �ֵ֣לְו ֙�יִּ֙פ־לַע ֤�ְדָי־םיִֽׂש ׁשֵ֜רֲחַה

׀ בֹו֣טֲה ןֵ֑הֹכְלּו בָ֣אְל ּונָ֖ל־הֵיְהֶו

ֹו֚א דָ֔חֶא ׁשיִ֣א ֙תיֵבְל ןֵ֗הֹכ ֣�ְתֹויֱה

הָ֖חָּפְׁשִמְלּו טֶבֵׁ֥שְל ןֵ֔הֹכ ֣�ְתֹויֱה

֙חַּקִּיַו ןֵ֔הֹּכַה בֵ֣ל ֙בַטיִּיַו )כ(׃לֵֽאָרְׂשִיְּב

םיִ֖פָרְּתַה־תֶאְו דֹו֔פֵאָ֣ה־תֶא

׃םָֽעָה בֶרֶ֥ק ְּב אֹ֖בָּיַו לֶסָּ֑פַה־תֶאְו

the children of Dan, stood by the

entrance of the gate. (17) And the

five men that went to spy out the

land went up, and came in there,

and took the carved idol, and the

efod, and the terafim, and the

molten image: and the priest

stood in the entrance of the gate

with the six hundred men girded

with weapons of war. (18) And

these went to Mikha’s house, and

fetched the carving, the efod, and

the terafim, and the molten

image. Then said the priest to

them, What are you doing? (19)

And they said to him, Hold thy

peace, lay thy hand upon thy

mouth, and go with us, and be to

us a father and a priest: is it better

for thee to be a priest to the house

of one man, or that thou be a

priest to a whole tribe and a family

in Yisra᾽el? (20) And the priest’s

heart was glad, and he took the

efod, and the terafim, and the

carved idol, and went in the midst

ד״כ:ג״כ ב םיכלמ

םיִ֠נֹעְּדִּיַ֠ה־תֶאְו תֹו֣בֹאָה־תֶא םַ֣גְו )דכ(

תֵ֣אְו םיִ֜לֻּלִּגַה־תֶאְו םיִ֨פָרְּתַה־תֶאְו

ץֶרֶ֤אְּב ּ֙ואְרִנ רֶׁ֤שֲא םיִ֗צֻּקִּׁשַה־לׇּכ

ּוהָּ֑יִׁשאֹֽי רֵ֖עִּב ִםַ֔לָׁשּו֣ריִבּו ֙הָדּוהְי
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of the people. ֙הָרֹוּתַה יֵ֤רְבִּד־תֶא םיִ֞קָה ןַעַ֠מְ֠ל

אָ֛צָמ רֶׁ֥שֲא רֶפֵּ֔סַה־לַע םיִ֣בֻתְּכַה

׃הָֽוֹהְי תיֵּ֥ב ןֵ֖הֹּכַה ּוהָּ֥יִקְלִח
II Kings 23:24

(24) Josiah also did away with the

necromancers and the mediums,

the terafim and the fetishes—all

the detestable things that were to

be seen in the land of Judah and

Jerusalem. Thus he fulfilled the

terms of the Teaching recorded in

the scroll that the priest Hilkiah

had found in the House of YHVH.

ג״כ:ו״ט א לאומש

ןֶוָ֥אְו יִרֶ֔מ ֙םֶסֶ֙ק־תאַּטַח יִּ֤כ )גכ(

רַ֣בְּד־תֶא ָּ֙תְסַ֙אָמ ןַעַ֗י רַ֑צְפַה םיִ֖פָרְתּו

}ס{ ׃�ֶלֶּֽמִמ ֖�ְסָאְמִּיַו הָ֔וֹהְי

I Samuel 15:23

(23) For rebellion is like the sin of

divination,

Defiance, like the iniquity of

teraphim.

Because you rejected YHVH's

command,

God has rejected you as king.”

The Bible makes it clear that men held no monopoly over knowing the will

of God. Yahweh or his divine messengers appeared to some women (Eve in

Gen 3:13; Hagar in Gen 16:7–14, 21:17–21; Sarah in Gen 18:9–15;

Samson’s unnamed mother in Judg 13:2–21). Some women were prophets

(Miriam [Ex 15:20–21; Num 12:1–2], Deborah [Judg 4:4], Huldah [2 Kgs

22:11–20], Isaiah’s unnamed wife [Isa 8:3–4], Noadiah [Neh 6:14], and,

more generally, “women who prophesy [ תֹואְּבַנְתִמ ; Ezek 13:17]), and some
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were judges (Deborah [Judg 4:4–5:31]).14 Others were necromancers (for

the “witch” [ בֹוא-תַלֲעַּב תֶׁשֵא ] of Endor, who not only conjured the ghost of

Samuel but also slaughtered a calf and prepared and baked unleavened bread

to serve King Saul, see 1 Sam 28:7–25; see also Lev 20:27) and wise women

(for Tekoah, see 2 Sam 14:4–20; for Abel Beth Maacah, see 2 Sam 20:14–22

[ הָמָכֲח הָּׁשִא ]). Rebecca “inquired of Yahweh” ( הָוהְי-תֶא ׁשֹרְדִל ) to understand her

difficult pregnancy (Gen 25:19–26).15 All these women accessed the Divine

through their own actions.16

The fact that the stories of these women, and others as well, appear in the

Bible demonstrates that women in at least some Israelite communities

fulfilled meaningful religious functions. That there are so few of these stories

speaks to the androcentric biases of the biblical authors, editors, and

redactors. That so little has been known about women, including

information about their religious beliefs and behaviors, can be attributed

both to the androcentric nature of the Hebrew Bible and to the enthusiasm

with which this androcentrism has been embraced by male scholarship over

the millennia. Archaeology has become an invaluable resource for

reconstructing the lives of women and examining their religious behaviors.

The relationship between the Bible and archaeology is two-way. That is,

evidence from each explicates otherwise obscure passages or realia in the

other; taken together, they expand our ideas about what was possible, and

about what was. The scholarly biases of the past are now being contested by

female scholars—and by their likeminded male colleagues—who together

strive to develop reconstructions of ancient Israelite religion that highlight

both its inclusivity and its diversity.
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