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When else do we have a process involving wood, hyssop, this blood, this being that would 
live, this being that would die, when afterwards there's a seven day period and something has
to be kept outside of the house? When else do we encounter all of this? I'll give you a little 
hint. When the Torah talks about the malady of tzara'at, it refers to it as a "nega" - nun, 
gimmel, ayin - a plague. Do you know that there's only one other time in the entire five books 
of Moses that the word “nega” ever appears? Where's the only other “nun-gimmel-ayin”, in 
the Torah?

Exodus 11:1, "vayomer HaShem el Moshe," God said to Moses, "od nega echad avi al 
Mitzraim," one more plague I will bring upon Pharaoh and upon Egypt, the plague of the 
killing of the firstborn. Strange. It's the only other 'nega' in the Torah. In some way, was what 
God inflicted upon the Egyptians that night a form of tzara'at? We talked before about the 
connections between tzara'at and death. This night, what was the tenth plague all about? It 
was about a kind of death that would miraculously come and afflict the firstborn. Let's go on, 
read a little bit further in the tenth plague. "Yishalach etchem mi-zeh," they will send you out 
from here. What was the language with the purification procedure of the metzora? For the live
bird, "v'shalach et ha-tzipor ha-chaya": the live bird gets sent out on the face of the feld. After 
the tenth plague, the Jews were sent out into the desert. The Jewish firstborn lived that night, 
but their identical firstborn died. One bird went to life, one bird went to death. What happens 
to that bird that dies in the tzara'at purification procedure? The blood goes into water. 

Chillingly, the death of the Egyptian firstborn in the tenth plague is just a foreshadow of the 
death of the entire army of Egypt, of the splitting of the sea.That's what happened in the first 
plague, when miraculously the Nile turned to blood. That’s what happened at the splitting of 
the sea when Egyptians died in the water. The tzara'at purification procedure involves a little 
piece of cedar wood that gets dipped in blood. Wood with blood on it: yes, of course! Painted 
with what? With an 'ezov', with that same hyssop plant. That’s what you dipped in the blood to
paint the doorpost. And one more time in the metzora offering, that same plant gets dipped in 
blood. And the seven day waiting period of the metzora when he can't be in his house? After 
the Pesach offering, there’s a seven-day waiting period, too. too: chametz is banished from 
the house, but can come back in after the seven days.

As it happens, we weren't the first people to see these correspondences between the Pesach 
offering and the metzora's offering. It's almost as if the metzora offering is a mini Korban 
Pesach. The Ramban says this. Nahmanides, the famous Medieval commentator, in a little 
comment tucked away at the end of many paragraphs when he was talking about the 
metzora. He says, "and it seems to me that all of these laws sure sound like the Pesach 
offering.”

These two seem to be similar; it seems like the metzora is going through his own personal 
version of what we Jews went through on that night when all firstborn were killed in Egypt. We
offer the Pesach offering, and somehow, this guy who is affected with tzara’at, he too is 
offering a mini kind of Pesach offering.

Egypt died that night; they were like a stillborn. It is almost as if there were two children in the 
womb. The Jews were in the womb and the Egyptians were in the womb. The Jews were 
born; there was a successful birth. We became born, as a nation. What happened to the 



Egyptians that night was a failed birth. What does that mean? They lost all of their firstborn - 
but when a nation in one fell swoop loses all of its first born, what happens to it? It loses the 
ability to transmit its values from one generation to the other. It loses its ability to be a nation. 
Yes, at face value, Egypt looks more or less the same now as it did before, but it loses its 
child leaders. It loses its ability, culturally, to hold itself together. It is just a fragment of itself 
now. That night the nationhood of Israel was born and the nationhood of Egypt began to 
collapse. Two entities, as it were, came out of the womb. One entity, the nation of Israel, 
successfully comes into life. The nation of Egypt begins to die. How, then, forevermore, do we
purify the metzora? What does it mean to purify the metzora? The metzora is dead but he is 
not just dead, he is like a stillborn. He is someone cut of from the community. How do you 
bring him back in? He has to be reborn. He who was, so to speak, a victim of a failed birth 
process, needs to re-experience a successful birth process: the birth process we all 
experienced by which we came to be a nation. When he experiences that, he rejoins us and 
becomes fully alive. 


