
 
September 7, 2022 

 

As we approach the third High Holiday season with COVID-19 still around us, the Beth Shalom 

Task Force recently met to review our current protocols and discuss any potential updates.  

Ever since this group of medical professionals, board members, congregants and staff formed 

back in 2020, we continue to keep the safety of our kehillah at the forefront of our decisions.  

Our goal remains to balance congregant safety and risk mitigation with a ‘normal’, in-

person synagogue experience. 

 

You all will recall that back in March 2022, the Task Force moved to a mask-optional policy 

for those fully vaccinated.  For those unvaccinated, we continue to ask that you wear a mask 

in the building.   

 

In addition to those standing protocols, please note the following UPDATES for our High 

Holiday 2022/5783 services: 

• For the safety and thoughtfulness of your fellow congregants, we ask that you take an at 

home COVID-19 test within 24 hours of attending services.  This is the honor system, so 

we appreciate your compliance, not only for your safety, but for your Beth Shalom 

community. 

>> NOTE:  Although ordering free COVID tests via the USPS has recently been suspended, 

many insurance plans and pharmacies offer free/discounted tests.  Additionally, for those of 

you who have tests from earlier in the year, those expiration dates may likely be extended.  

For more information, see this site: COVID.gov/tests - Free at-home COVID-19 tests 

• If you would still like to be in shul for the holidays but are more comfortable only being 

around others that are masked; then Classroom #8 will be the place for you.  We will 

stream services from the main sanctuary into this larger classroom so you will be able to 

participate remotely while still being in the holiday atmosphere. Of course, more comfy 

seating will be added in lieu of the smaller chairs/desks.  Again, all attendees in this room 

will be required to be masked.   

• As you have seen from previous Beth Shalom emails, if you would prefer to not attend 

services in-person, you can come to the synagogue to borrow a Machzor for the High 

Holidays.  Alternatively, once you receive your HH tickets, you will have an option for online 

access to view the Machzor as well. 

 

A few other safety policies/procedures will remain intact from last year’s High Holidays: 

• The choir will again be positioned in the front, right of the sanctuary facing the bimah. 

• All Shofar blowing will be in the back, right of the sanctuary with the rear exit doors 

open.  (Although the shofar blowers will not be masked, the shofars likely will😉.) 

https://www.covid.gov/tests/


• To again accommodate and respect your varying comfort levels, the Katz Social Hall will 

provide flexible seating arrangements.  There will be ‘regular’ seating close to the 

sanctuary as well as an area of increased spacing/social distancing toward the rear. 

Lastly, as we continue to request…if you or anyone in your household is experiencing 

any COVID-like symptoms or has been exposed; we ask that your kindly stay home and 

use the online streaming option that will be included with you High Holiday tickets. 

 

In advance, we sincerely thank you for your understanding and cooperation with these Task 

Force guidelines.  We are so excited to be able to connect and engage with you this High 

Holiday season in a safe, responsible manner whether it is in-person or virtually.    

 

Take care, stay safe and see you in shul! 

 

Shana Tovah U’metukah! 

 

 
 

Dan Frankel, President 

 

 
 

Howard Fish, Task Force Chairperson 

 


