
CHAI-LIGHTING OUR GEMS  

Kendra Fabry 

Over the years, Kendra has been an integral part of our kehilla. She 
has consistently dedicated her time and creativity in many ways,      
including as the leader of Tot Shabbat and Jr. Congregation. In the 
greater community, students at The Epstein School, Camp Ramah 
Darom and AJA have benefited from her art teaching.  She has also 
taught classes at our Alefbet pre-school, Gilner Religious School, and 
now helps to lead Beth Shalom’s youth department. You can find 
Kendra along with her husband Miki and 2 children, Simon & Leah, at 
shul every Shabbat. 
 
Needless to say, Beth Shalom is special to Kendra for it is at the    
center of the Fabry’s Jewish and social experience. We can’t wait to 
celebrate and honor her on May 22nd. 

Marsha Fish 

Synagogue life has always been a central component for Marsha 
Fish.  So, it was a natural decision to join the growing, Conservative 
Congregation Beth Shalom when she and her husband Marvin moved 
to Atlanta in 1998.  Marsha was born in Jacksonville, FL, lived in    
Pensacola for 29 years with short stays in Birmingham and New      
Orleans.  At each stop along the way, she took on synagogue        
leadership and support roles to fuel her passion of teaching and     
helping others grow personally and spiritually.   

As a lifelong member of Sisterhood, this was her early foray into     
synagogue life.  Marsha continues to lead with her actions at CBS 
while serving twice as Sisterhood President (plus many other          
projects/programs); teaching in the Hebrew School (5 years); 
Madrichim Coordinator (10 years); Ritual VP; Ritual Committee (15+ 
years); leading and facilitating two Chai Mitzvah classes (7+ years) 

and of course, chanting Haftorah (mostly on key   ).  Ask Marsha 
why she loves our kehillah and she will tell you that is like a second 
home to her.  She loves the people and is certainly a ‘gem’ to so 
many. 

Recently retiring from the Epstein School where she taught for 23 
years, Marsha is a graduate of the University of Florida and an avid 
fan.  She also earned her master’s in Jewish Education at the Siegal 
College. In the past she has served twice as President of B’nai Israel 
Synagogue and Hadassah in Pensacola and a National Trainer for 
Women’s League (Sisterhood). She loves to read, play mahjong,     
canasta and continues to volunteer in her spare time. Marsha was 
married to Marvin for 55 wonderful years, and is the mother of      
Howard and Amanda Fish, Lori and Larry Bard, and the proud     
grandmother of five awesome grandchildren. 
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Charlotte Kimhi 

Charlotte is an extremely gifted teacher of the Alefbet Preschool for 
over 20 years and a treasured friend to many within our Beth Shalom 
kehillah.  For those of you who do not know Charlotte Kimhi, she is a 
multicultural woman.  Born in Denmark, lived in Israel and now a    
Danish southern belle of Atlanta.  Charlotte has greatly impacted the 
lives of so many of her students.  Parents of preschool children were 
always so excited when it was their turn to have Charlotte teach their 
children because they knew they were getting the cream of the crop.   
 
She teaches her students from the heart.  Charlotte is always           
interested in becoming a better teacher, asking questions, wanting to 
know why and how.  Her classroom is always full of color, creativity, 
new experiences, and music.  Charlotte was and is an integral part of 
the groundwork of so many children developing their love for learning 
and Judaism.   
 
Charlotte is a wonderful mother, daughter, friend, and partner.  She is 
definitely a Chai-light and a gem of Beth Shalom. 

Hibby Margol 

Hibby was born in 1924, in Jacksonville, Florida, and just recently 
celebrated his 98th birthday! 
 
From 1943 - 1946 he served in the US Army. Most of that time was 
spent in France, Germany and Austria, as a member of the 42nd 
(“Rainbow”) Infantry Division. He entered the infamous Dachau 
Concentration Camp within hours of its liberation. In 1948 he earned 
a BSBA from The University of Florida. Perhaps more importantly, 
1948 saw him marry Betty Ann Weinstein. 
 
Hibby and Betty Ann moved to Atlanta in 1984. They joined        
Congregation Beth Shalom in 1988. Clearly, Jacksonville’s loss was 
our gain! From 1990–1992 Hibby served as Beth Shalom’s V.P. Of 
Administration.  Shortly thereafter, Hibby and Betty Ann made a   
major monetary gift to Beth Shalom. Consequently, the Margol 
name appears on our Education Wing. 
 
Hibby has given numerous presentations on the Holocaust to high 
school students and to religious and civic organizations. One of his 
many interviews on the subject is now on record at the US            
Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, DC.  Hibby and Betty 
Ann have 3 children, 7 grandchildren and 2 great grandchildren.  



Selma Merbaum 

Selma and her beloved husband Izzy, joined Beth Shalom in 1994, 
when they moved to Atlanta. They selected Beth Shalom because her 
son, David, and his wife, Michelle, and their family were members.    
After Izzy passed away in 2011, Selma continued to be seen regularly 
as part of Sisterhood and on Shabbat mornings in the kitchen as a 
treasured sous-chef. She enjoys chopping fruits and vegetables and 
visiting with Chef Jan (Adler), LIsa (Sturt), and the other volunteers. 
 
Selma is an expert on Jewish history and has led lectures and          
discussions around Atlanta. She considers herself a perpetual student 
and enjoys Rabbi Zimmerman's classes as well as others at the     
Chabad near her house. Unfortunately, during Covid, she has been 
unable to attend since she prefers in-person classes only. 
 
Recently, on January 29, Selma celebrated her 99th birthday at the 
Sisterhood Shabbat!  
 

Fred Rich  

Fred Rich joined Beth Shalom in 1981. Since then, he has served on 
the Board of Directors two times, once as the Ritual VP and second 
as a Trustee. During his tenure on the Board, he was on the Rabbi 
Search Committee that hired Rabbi Zimmerman. and led services on 
Friday nights and Saturday mornings until Rabbi Zimmerman came 
to the pulpit. In addition, he also served on the Operation Crossroads 
committee, for which his company created the brochure used to raise 
funds for our new building.   
 
For many years, Fred tutored kids preparing for their bar and bat 
mitzvahs. He taught Hebrew reading classes, as well as Torah and 
Haftorah trope classes to both adults and young students. Fred’s   
involvement at the shul spanned multiple ventures, as he chaired 
many fundraising and lip sync programs over the years, and has     
organized and selected movies for the Beth Shalom Mini-Movie    
Festivals.  
 
For the past eight years, Fred has taught seventh grade Hebrew 
school at Beth Shalom, with a special emphasis on Holocaust      
studies and a trip with the students to the National Holocaust        
Museum in Washington, DC. Fred was the recipient of the Harry 
Charp Award in 2017 and still continues to volunteer his time for 
whatever is needed at Beth Shalom. 
 
Fred is married to Dianne Rich and they have 2 daughters and 3 
grandchildren.   


