
 

Al Hanism 

 

Al hanissim, ve'al hapurkan, 

Ve'al hag'vurot ve'al hateshu'ot, 

Ve'al hamilchamot she'asita la'avoteinu 

Bayamim haheim, bazman hazeh. 

In honor of the miracles and deliverance, 
Heroic deeds and salvation wrought  
And wars You fought, for our fathers, 
In days of yore and in present time. 

Hanukah O Hanukah 

Yemei Ha'Chanukah 

Chanukat mikdasheinu. 

Begil uvesimchah 

Nemaleh et libeinu. 

Laila vayom, svivoneinu yisov. 

Suvganiyot nochal bam larov. 

Ha-a-iru, had'liku, 

Neirot Chanukah rabim. 

Al hanisi'im 

Ve'al hanifla'o-ot 

Asher cholelu haMaccabim. 

 

(repeat last three lines)  

1. 

O Chanukah, O Chanukah 

A time to remember. 

A joyful, jolly holiday that comes in December 

Every day for eight days, dreidels will spin, 

Crispy little latkes, tasty and thin. 

 

And nightly, so brightly, 

The candles of Chanukah glow. 

One for each night, 

They shed a sweet light, 

To remind us of days long ago. 

(repeat last three lines) 

2. 

O Chanukah O Chanukah,  

Come light the menorah. 

Let's have a party,  

We'll all dance the hora. 

 

Gather round the table, we'll give you a treat 

Dreydels to play with and latkes to eat, 

And while we are playing, 

the candles are burning low. 

 

One for each night, they shed a sweet light 

to remind us of days long ago (2x)  

Hanerot Halalu 

Hanerot halalu, anu madlikin 

Al hanisim ve'al hanifla'ot 

Ve'al hateshu'ot, ve'al hamilchamot 

She'asita la'avoteinu  

Bayamim haheim bazman hazeh 

Al yedei kohanecha hak'doshim. 

 

V'chol sh'monat yemei Chanukah (x2) 

Hanerot halalu, hanerot halalu kodesh heim. 

Ve'ein lanu reshut lehishtameish bahem 

Ela lir'otam bilvad 

Kedei lohodot ulehalleil leshimcha hagadol 

Al nissehcha ve'al yeshuatehcha 

Ve'al nifle'otehcha.  

 

These Chanukah lights we kindle 

In honor of the miracles, the wonders 

And salvation wrought and wars 

You fought, for our fathers, 

In days of yore and in present time (x2) 

By the hands of Your holy priests. 

 

And throughout Chanukah's eight days 

These lights, these lights shall be sacred: 

No right to make use of them have we 

Only to look at them and see, 

That Your great Name we may thank and praise 

For the miracles and salvation You brought 

And for Your wondrous deeds.  



 

BANU CHOSHECH  

LEGARESH  

Banu choshech legaresh, 

beyadeinu or va'esh. 

Kol echad hu or katan, 

vechulanu or eitan. 

 

Surah choshech, hal'ah sh'chor! 

Surah mipnei ha'or! 

 

Tzil-tzil-tzil bapa'amonim, 

mi anachnu? - savivonim. 

Lanu regel achat, 

im nipol - gam lo nifchad. 

 

Surah choshech, hal'ah sh'chor! 

Surah mipnei ha'or! 

 

Anu shovavim g'dolim, 

alizim veholelim - 

ach ned'a yafeh me'od 

lesaper, lashir, lirkod. 

 

Surah choshech, hal'ah sh'chor! 

Surah mipnei ha'or! 

 

WE CAME TO DRIVE AWAY  

THE DARKNESS  

 
 

We came to drive away the darkness 
in our hands is light and fire. 
Everyone's a small light, 
and all of us are a firm light. 
 
Fight darkness, further blackness! 
Fight because of the light! 
 
Tzil-tzil-tzil in the bells, 
who are we? - spinning tops. 
We have one leg, 
if we fall - we still won't fear. 
 
Fight darkness, further blackness! 
Fight because of the light! 
 
We're big mischievous kids, 
merry and praise-giving - 
but we'll know very nicely 
to retell, to sing, to dance. 
 
Fight darkness, further blackness! 
Fight because of the light! 

Mi Y’maleil 

Mi y'maleil g'vurot Yisraeil?  
Otan mi yimneh?  
Hein b'chol dor yakum hagibor  
go-eil ha-am 

Who can retell the things that befell us?  
Who can count them?  
In ev'ry age  
a hero or sage came to our aid (repeat) 

 

Sh ' ma! Bayamim ha-heim  

bazman hazeh  

Makabi moshia ufodeh  

Uv-yaminu kol am Yisraeil,  

yit-acheid yakum l ' hi-ga-eil.  



Light One Candle 

Light one candle for the Maccabee children. 

Give thanks that their light didn't die. 

Light one candle for the pain they endured 

when their right to exist was denied. 

Light one candle for the terrible sacrifice 

justice and freedom demand. 

Light one candle for the wisdom to know 

when the peacemaker ' s time is at hand. 

 

Chorus: 

 

Don't let the light go out. 

It's lasted for so many years. 

Don't let the light go out. 

Let it shine through our love and our tears. 

 

Light one candle for strength that we need 

to never become our own foe. 

Light one candle for those who are suffering 

the pain we learned so long ago. 

Light one candle for all we believe in, 

let anger not tear us apart. 

Light one candle to bind us together 

with peace as the song in our heart. 

 

Chorus 

 

What is the memory that's valued so highly 

that we keep alive in that flame. 

What's the commitment to those who have died 

when we cry out “ They've not died in vain.” 

We have come this far always believing 

that justice will somehow prevail. 

This is the burden and this is the promise 

and this is why we will not fail. 

 

Chorus 

 I Have a Little Dreidel 

 

I have a little dreidel, 

I made it out of clay, 

And when it's dry and ready 

Then dreidel I shall play!  

 

Oh dreidel, dreidel, dreidel 

I made it out of clay 

Oh dreidel, dreidel, dreidel 

Now dreidel I shall play  

 

It has a lovely body 
With a leg so short and thin 
And when it gets all tired 
It drops and then I win! 
 
Oh dreidel, dreidel, dreidel,  

With a leg so short and thin, 

Oh dreidel, dreidel, dreidel,  

It drops and then I win. 



 

      CHANUKAH SONGWORDS     

MAOZ TSUR ROCK OF AGES 

Ma'oz tsur yeshu'ati 
Lecha na'eh lesha be'eh'yach 

Tikon beit te-fi-la-ti  
Ve sham toda neza'beh'eh'yach 

Leh et tachin mat be-yach, 
Mi tsar ham'na be-eh-eh-ehyach 

Az egmor beshir mizmor 
Chanukat hamizbe'eh'yach 
(repeat last two lines) 

Rock of Ages let our song 
Praise thy saving power 

Thou amidst the raging foes 
Was our sheltering tower. 

Furious, they assailed us, 
But thine armour veiled us. 

And thy word broke their sword  
When our own strength failed us. 
(repeat last two lines) 

  

YEMEI HACHANUKAH DAYS OF CHANUKAH 

Yemei Ha'Chanukah 
Chanukat mikdasheinu. 

Begil oo vesim'cha 
Nemaleh et libeinu 

Lay'la vayom, svivoneinu yisov. 

Soov'ganiot nochal bam larov 

Ha'a iroo, had'likoo, 
Nerot Chanukah ra'abim 

Al hanisi'im 
Ve'al hanifla'o'ot 
Asher choleloo haMacabim 

(repeat last three lines) 

O Chanukah, O Chanukah 
A time to remember. 

A joyful, jolly holiday that comes in December 

Every day for eight days, dreidels will spin, 
Crispy little latkes, tasty and thin. 

And nightly, so brightly, 
The candles of Chanukah glow. 

One for each night,  
they shed a sweet light, 
To remind us of days long ago. 
 
 
(repeat last three lines) 

  

SEVIVON 
SPINNING TOP 
(translation only) 

Sevivon, sov sov sov, 
Chanukah hu chag tov 
Chanukah hu chag tov 
Sevivon, sov sov sov. 
 
Sov na sov, ko va cho, 
Nes gadol haya po, 
Nes gadol haya sham 
Sevivon, sov sov sov. 

Spinning top, spin spin spin 
Chanukah is a great holiday 

A Happy Holiday for everyone, 
A great miracle happened there, 
A Happy Holiday for everyone 


