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Connect – Engage – Inspire

SAVING LIFE IS A CORE JEWISH
VALUE
• Pikuach nefesh doche et hakol –
“Saving a life outweighs all other
commandments”

• Our Mission at Beth Shalom

2020 COVID-19 Reopening Task Force



The Reopening Task
Force is comprised of
our Staff, Leadership,
and Medical
Professionals.











Howard Fish
Past President/Chair
Loli Gross
Executive Director
Rabbi Zimmerman Rav
Wendy Widis
President
Robyn Anshell
VP Administration
Orit Evans
VP Membership
Dan Frankel
VP Ritual
Stan Shapiro
Secretary – Attorney
Linda Zimmerman Director – Lifelong Learning
Dr. Rachel Robins Member – Medical Professional
Dr. Louise Short Member – Medical Professional
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Our Reopening Approach


COVID-19 is here to stay for the time being. We need to learn to live with the
risk of contracting the virus, while mitigating that risk as best as possible.



Our objective to keep our kehillah safe is based on data around disease activity
in the community. This plan will inform decisions to allow and increase in-person
activity and best practices to keep us safe while in the building.



We are tentatively planning a phased in-person opening beginning on Shabbat
morning, October 3, 2020.



We will begin to allow up to 20 people in the sanctuary with appropriate face
masks and social distancing. An online sign-up process will be put into place.



StreamSpot and Zoom virtual broadcasts will continue to be offered for ALL
services as they are now.



We will use recommendations of public health officials regarding the rate of
community transmission and the size of appropriate gatherings to determine
which phase we are in.
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Our Responsibilities for Reopening
The building will be thoroughly disinfected on a regular basis. Sanitizing supplies,
including alcohol-based hand-hygiene dispensers, will be abundantly available. The
water fountains will not be in use.
Signs will be clearly posted at entrances describing the current phase and
expectations of all who enter the building.

Each person will be checked in upon entering and have their temperature taken.
Those 100.4º or over will not be allowed to remain in the building.

We will use different Siddurim on a weekly basis to help with virus transmission.

We’ll have clearly marked seating arrangements for services.
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Your Responsibilities for Reopening
Attending Shabbat morning services requires an online sign up and waiver. (Given the limited
number of congregants now being allowed, please make sure you only select slots that you will be
able to attend, since we are counting on you to make a minyan. Also, please be on time.)
Congregating in the building before or after services will not be permitted.

Wearing a mask will be mandatory while in the building.

Maintaining 6 – 10 feet social distancing will be required.

Avoiding contact with those other than immediate family members.

Cleaning hands with alcohol hand rubs when you arrive and leave.

Bringing your own Kippah and Tallit is required.
The above guidelines must be strictly followed without exception, as these
provisions are necessary to mitigate, to the extent possible, risk.
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What Can You Do To Keep Us Safe?
PLEASE TAKE NOTE OF THESE SIGNS LOCATED THROUGHOUT THE BUILDING
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REOPENING PHASE 1: MAXIMUM SAFETY
Friday Night
Services
Zoom

Shabbat Morning
Streaming via
StreamSpot

Sunday Morning
Minyan
Zoom

Current Phase that began on March 20, 2020.
 All services, meetings, and programs will take place virtually.
 B’nai Mitzvah families, special guests, and service leaders are permitted to be inperson, while social distancing. The service will have a virtual option as well.
 Shabbat Kiddush lunch and other community meals that have a high-transmission
risk will not be permitted.
 Anyone with any COVID-19-like symptoms will not be permitted into the building.
 All are encouraged to:
Stay at home
 Social distance with cloth or other face masks when going out is necessary
 Continue to practice appropriate hygiene




Preparations will be made for Phase 2 based on public health recommendations.
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REOPENING PHASE 2: SAFE GATHERINGS
Friday Night
Services
Zoom

Shabbat Morning
Sanctuary +
StreamSpot

Simcha Shabbat
Morning
Celebrants +
StreamSpot

Sunday Morning
Minyan
Zoom

Tentatively planning to enter this Phase on Shabbat morning, October 3, 2020.
 The sanctuary will be open for services for up to 20 people with mandatory face masks
and social distancing.
 Online registration and waiver will need to be completed each week. In order to
accommodate as many as possible, please do not sign up for multiple weeks in a row.
 Seating has been designated for appropriate social distancing.
 Shabbat Kiddush lunch and other community meals remain a high-transmission risk and
will not be permitted.
 Individuals at “high risk” of developing serious complications from COVID-19 are strongly
encouraged to stay home and utilize virtual broadcasts (Zoom/StreamSpot).
 Outdoor experiences may be permitted.
 Preparations will be made for next Phase if deemed appropriate by our Task Force.
We will move back to Phase 1 if disease activity significantly increases.
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Next Phases + High Holidays


We are continuing to evaluate options for the next Phases of our reopening with
the hope of returning to more normal gatherings.



Decisions such as increasing the number attending services up to 20 and
incorporating a Torah Service are all possibilities we are weighing.



Masks, hand washing/sanitizing and other key prevention measures will likely
still be in place until the CDC, public health officials and our Task Force advise
that it is safe to relax these practices.



High Holiday services will be modified to give the most spiritual feeling possible
while balancing the safety and wellbeing of our kehillah. More details will be
provided in the coming weeks.
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