
UPDATE FOR BACKPACK BUDDIES (BPB) – as of September, 2020 

 

The current Covid-19 pandemic has exacerbated the food issues for our children and their families.  

With schools being closed, the free breakfast and lunch programs stopped and families also had to 

endure loss of income through layoffs or staying home with their children. 

 

Once CBS closed, your BPB teams could not meet and pack safely. Since March, however, we have 

purchased pre-packaged food bags from a source other than the Food Bank which contains 10-11 items 

rather than the 16 items we normally include when we pack.  We deliver 75 each Wednesday to a 

central location where Kingsley families pick up the food.  It is a devastating sight to see young 

children, parents with infants and grandparents standing in line awaiting our delivery of food. 

 

Neither Woodward Elementary nor Montclair Elementary (schools we had also delivered to in the past) 

needed our assistance at the time.  Other organizations were helping them and they will let us know 

when they need our help. 

 

As of a few weeks ago, school buses started delivering the free breakfasts and lunches each Monday, 

Wednesday and Friday either to the school or to a central location where the parents could pick up the 

food.  We have made a decision to make some changes to the BPB program in an effort to help more 

families with more food. 

 

First, we are going to deliver 50 bags to the Kingsley families, but Kingswood Methodist Church will 

pick up the slack by delivering 25 more. We are going to start delivering 25-50 bags to a brand new 

school, Doraville United, which was opened to relieve the over-crowded conditions at Dresden, 

Hightower and Cary Reynolds.  The new school has over 650 children. 

 

Second, we are removing all the food stored at the Synagogue to our garage.  Much of this inventory 

will expire in the next several months and we wanted to supplement the bags we are purchasing with 

additional food for the families. We will deliver all food to the two schools on Wednesday mornings so 

the parents do not have to make a separate trip to get our food. 

 

While we do not need any volunteers to pack or deliver at this time, we would ask that you 

consider one of the following:  Donate food to the BPB food barrel located outside the lower level 

at the entrance to the pre-school.  Financial contributions are always welcomed to allow us to 

continue to purchase the pre-bagged food.  And if any of the Bar or Bat Mitzvah children need a 

mitzvah project, food drives would be a wonderful way to assist our efforts.  

 

We will keep you apprised of our efforts and of any changes that might occur.  Thank you for your 

continued support of the Backpack Buddies’ Program...you certainly have helped make it a mitzvah 

within our community! 

 

Happy New Year! 

 

Samra and Ronald Robbins 

Backpack Buddies Co-Chairs  


