
Click here to see the messages of gratitude from June 7th



My gratitude to Adat Shalom synagogue is very deep and meaningful to me.  Adat Shalom 
has provided me with a Jewish home and a place of comfort and support.  I deeply 

appreciate every person in the congregation for making us so special.

I feel blessed to be a member of this warm and loving synagogue which brings me back to 
my roots.  And I am particularly grateful that I can share my blessings by participating as 

a volunteer to continue to grow and enhance our congregation.  

I am grateful to Rabbi Lebovitz for his kindness, spirituality and leadership.  I am thankful 
to the staff for their professional dedication and commitment.  And I am thankful to the 

Board of Directors for their strong and consistent leadership.  I deeply appreciate the work 
of all our volunteers who are the foundation of our community and give so much to each 

other and the synagogue.  

Thank you,

Janet Schulman



There is no limit to what we don't have and if that is where we put our focus,

then our lives will inevitably be filled with endless dissatisfaction,

 the rationale that lies behind the rabbinical proverb,

"Who is rich? Those who rejoice in their own lot" (Pirkei Avot 4:1). 

This brings us in the current crisis

to hikarat hatov, the Hebrew term for gratitude,

“recognizing the good.”

We recognize the good that is ours

in our congregational family of Adat Shalom. 

Thank you to everyone, 

Debby and Jerry Rotter



To the entire Adat Shalom Community,

Thank you for being a special community 
that shows care and compassion 

for one another.  

May you continue to grow in strength and blessing!

Phil Trask





Blair and I and the kids are grateful to be part of Adat Shalom.  While separated, we 
continue to pray together. While distant, we continue to support one another. While facing 
challenges, we continue to love one another. There are so many superheroes who make up 
the tight knit tapestry of our community who deserve our gratitude.  To the President of the 
Board, Janet Schulman, the Board of Directors, volunteers, Executive Director Renalee Pflug, 
staff, religious school teachers, and of course, Cantor Dale Schatz. Thank you for all pitching 
in during these past several months.  We are truly a SUPER community.

This photo from Purim is the last time we rejoiced together in the synagogue. 
We look forward to the Gala once again on our campus next year.  
Nonetheless, we are grateful for being together and enjoying tonight's 
celebration on Zoom. We pray that our community remains healthy, 
remains strong, and remains together.   Enjoy the evening!

B’Shalom,
Rabbi Nolan and Blair Lebovitz
Shelby, Simon, and Maddy Lebovitz (and Wrigley)



We are grateful to Rabbi Nolan, Cantor Dale and the entire 
Adat Shalom staff for keeping our community together during 
these challenging times. The communications, virtual services 
and classes have kept us informed, inspired and connected.

In addition, special thanks to our new friend, Stephanie 
Ginzburg, who has regularly checked in with us to be sure we 

are OK and not in need of anything.

Yasher Koach and Todah Rabah

Naomi and Irv Friedman



A big Thank You to our Rabbi and 
staff for working so hard to keep our 
community together (albeit on Zoom) 

during these difficult times.  

I look forward to seeing everyone in 
the Sanctuary, hopefully in the 

not-too-distant future.

 Sandra Kass



Good Health to All Our

Extended Adat Shalom Family!

Love, 
Harold and Sara Lewis



   How fortunate we are to be part of 

the Adat Shalom community.  

   It's awesome!

With deep regard and gratitude,

Bill and Sandy Goodglick



Rabbi Lebovitz is the glue that holds Adat Shalom
 together through this topsy turvy time.  

He is a blessing to us all for which we feel deep gratitude.

Cantor Schatz is the jazz that spices up our services, 
always leaving us wanting more.

We applaud Janet, Renalee, Joanna, Cesar and Leslie
 for their tireless efforts on our behalf.

With appreciation and warmth,
Art and Beth Ojena



To Our Dearest Most Favorite Rabbi:  Rabbi Nolan Lebovitz

Rabbi Nolan, your love for Your (Personal and Adat Shalom) Family is so evident,
We are so thrilled and amazed at your ideas that are always so awesome and relevant.

You put in endless hours to bring comfort and smiles to everyone you love and reach,
Your lessons  and sermons are dramatic stories that come alive to those you teach.

Thank Hashem, your humor is the only contagious thing at the synagogue that spreads around,
Meaningful Prayers and your creative programming  brings joy and on Zoom can be found.

May Hashem Bless You Blair Shelby Simon Maddy with ALL the Best Blessings of Life Galore,
One Hundred Twenty Five “Gebentschtah” Years for Each of You filled with Good Health 

Happiness Success Mazel Love and More!!!

With All Our Love Always,
Dad and Mom

Adam Talia Sammy Ethan Emma Fay
Danny Hopee Ella Maya Jacob



WITH DEEP APPRECIATION
 

To our Rabbi for his guidance, inspiration, and creativity 

To the Adat Shalom and Women’s League Boards for their leadership

To all our Adat Shalom members for always being there for our entire 
community with heartfelt caring and generosity

Together we have worked through these difficult times and have 
grown stronger, closer and more vibrant

 MAZEL TOV, 

ADAT SHALOM WOMEN'S LEAGUE



THANK YOU...

Rabbi Lebowitz
Cantor Schatz

Renalee, Joanna, Leslie, and Cesar

Our entire Hesed Committee 
led by Marla Knoll and Natalie Stanger

Our Board of Directors

And all of our members who have kept us going 
and have shown caring and support.

Karen Yaghoubian



Sung to the melody of Heart and Soul by Frank Loesser and Hoagy Carmichael

Heart and soul, I fell in love with you
Heart and soul, the way a Jew would do, madly
Because you like to sing together praising God.

Adat Shalom, you pled to be adored
Then you brought Rabbi N. L. aboard, gladly
He fell in love with you, and I did too.

Oh but your lips were thrilling, much too thrilling
Never before were mine so strangely willing

To sing prayers, and tehillim parodies
(Can’t find words that rhyme with “parodies”)
But now I see what your embrace can do,
You’ve got me loving you.

Cantor Dale Schatz



We are so grateful to be part of Adat Shalom. 
We are a family that supports each other 

in unparalleled times of need. This unconditional 
Chesed is the spirit of Adat. 

We look forward to the day we
 can all be together again!

Richard Destin,
 Esther Margulies,

Josiah Destin, and Lilia Destin



We, Lew and Diane, are grateful for the friendships 
we have made since we joined Adat Shalom some 44 years ago

 and our treasured Havurah Bereishit which has for 
these many years kept us and continued to enable us to 

celebrate brises, children, grandchildren and other simchas
 as well as funerals, and togetherness. 

But this year, we send our huge gratitude to Rabbi Nolan Lebovitz, who in 
these unprecedented and extraordinary times

 brought us together on Zoom with minyan, Shabbat, 
Thursday’s learning, The Rabbi’s
Neighborhood and more learning. 

We feel so connected to our community, 
despite the adversities we are facing.

Lew and Diane Sternfels





Our deepest thanks to our dedicated 
President, Janet Schulman, who gives 

countless hours of her “free” time to ensure 
our community not only survives, but 

thrives!

You’re the Best!

Love,  The Dixons - 
Elana, Chris, Mira and Laila



Adat Shalom

A remarkable community 
With inspired leadership

 At this difficult time

For Peace and Health

Jerry and Sandy Helman



I am grateful:

 For Joanna and Cesar and their dedicated co-workers who keep our Shul 
operating, especially in these trying times.

 For Marla and Karen and their commitment to Adat Shalom and for organizing 
this Virtual Fundraiser.

 For Renalee and Janet the "secret sauce" of Adat Shalom.

 For our terrific Rabbi who helps keeps us on our spiritual and moral compass in 
good times and not so good times. He is always there for us. (Maybe not as much 

during baseball season.)

 And especially for our Adat Shalom Community who are truly a supportive and 
welcoming extended family.

David Segal



June 2020

Many of us also have stories of gratitude. 

We are grateful for our family and friends who have shown their love for us by 
reaching out to make sure we stay a part of each other’s lives.

We are grateful that we can feel so close to our sons who are so far away.

 Kol HaKavod to our Adat Shalom community for responding to this crisis -  כל הכבוד
with creativity and caring that continues to connect us. 

With appreciation and thanks for the synagogue’s clergy, staff, board and 
volunteers who are making this happen,

Barry & Liz Bar-El   

This year, everyone has a story.  Some stories are tragic and will change the lives of those who 
will tell them forever.  For those who have lost family and friends, we send our condolences.

 זיכרונם לברכה

.תודה על כל מה שבראת



From strength to strength
 for thinking outside 

the box of endless 
possibilities. 

From 
Dick and Leah Bernstein - 

who still have dreams



Thank you Rabbi Lebovitz for your 
great wisdom and leadership,  

especially during these difficult times. 
We are very lucky that you are at 

Adat Shalom. Also, thank you to the 
entire staff and the board of directors 

for all that you do.

Sincerely,
Dennis and Shirley Cozen



I appreciate the learning and the friendship at Adat Shalom.  

Talking Torah class is a must.  

Miriam and Henny work to provide quality programming for the 
Women’s League events. 

Yael and Lisa prepare excellent guidance for the book club.
 

Rabbi Lebovitz’s teaching give me much to think about. 

 The children’s Ein Keiloheinu choir always makes me smile. 

And for an extra treat on Shabbos, we have the challenge 
of figuring out the tune and connection to Cantor Dale’s 

Adon Olam.

Barbara Stone





We are grateful to.....

Mitch Gossett
Rabbi Nolan Lebovitz

Janet Schulman
for their assistance in connecting our community with

our talented entertainers.

And a special thanks to Renalee Pflug, Joanna Garcia,
 Leslie Katzman, Cesar Olivares, and Maddie Ziff 

for their unending support.

Karen Yaghoubian and Marla Knoll
Virtual Fundraiser Co-Chairs



“I think that when the dust settles, we will realize how much 
we actually have, how little we actually need, and the true 
value of human connection.” –Unknown
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Allan Cohen
Ari Kopmar
Erica Kopmar
Beth Ojena
Carin Schachat
David Factor
David Shemano
Diane Sternfels

Henny Gordon
Jaime Knoll
Janet Schulman
Karen Yaghoubian
Linda Taylor
Liz Bar-El
Barry Bar-El
Marjorie Zinman

Olivia Goodkin
Orley Garber
Richard Destin
Ronnie Lampert
Rose Ziff
Sandy Helman
Sara Lewis
Wendy Yano

Many thanks to the Adat Shalom Hesed volunteers.
 Natalie Stanger and Marla Knoll

Hesed Co-Chairs

Stephanie Ginzburg
Elana Dixon
Esther Margulies
Mitch Gossett
Nancy Goldberg
Michael Gabai
Miriam Hearn
Maureen Bernstein



When I was a boy and I would see scary things in the news, 
my mother would say to me, “Look for the helpers. You will 

always find people who are helping.”

Fred Rogers

Alexis Schutzer
Blair Schlecter
Brianna Brancato
Carin Schachat
David Lewis

Jaime Knoll
Jessica Wacht
Joan Hantman
Joey Lisuzzo
Karen Halaszi
Lourine Hall

Many thanks to the Adat Shalom Hesed Volunteers.
 Natalie Stanger and Marla Knoll

Hesed Co-Chairs

Dominique Langerman
Erica Kopmar
Eve Gelb
Marcia Greenberg
Ron Ackerman
Shirin Raban

Hesed Volunteers





In honor of the Adat Shalom Minyan.  

Sharing gratitude for the men and women 
who have always been and continue to be present.
The minyan is a healthy loving place
to start the day with yourself in prayer, 
a little Torah, community, coffee and 
for those times when the community 
shares loss and heals along with you.  
It’s been there for us and our family
for decades. 
 And all under an hour.

Gratitude,  
Mitchell and Nancy Gossett



To Rabbi Lebovitz and Janet Schulman:

Thank you for wonderful, creative programs and services during this pandemic. 
The stimulating guests, music by Dale and camaraderie of our congregation have 

been a shining light! 

Natalie & Doug Stanger
“Not all of us can do great things.  But we can do small things with great love.”  Mother Teresa

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

To Marla:

Thank you for being my partner and popsicle friend,

Natalie

“Anything is possible when you have the right people to support you.”  Misty Copeland



“A little bit of light pushes away a lot of darkness”

We join in gratitude for the community of Adat Shalom. 

Thanks to Rabbi Lebovitz, Janet Schulman, Renalee Pflug,
 Joanna Garcia, Leslie Katzman and Cesar Olivares.

Thanks to Natalie Stanger for helping to spearhead Hesed
 and adding humor to every task. 

Thanks to Karen Yaghoubian for helping to create this fundraiser.

Lorrie Levin
Marla and Jaime Knoll

Jonah, Hannah and Sam Knoll

 



WITH GRATITUDE
• We are grateful to be members of a warm hamesh synagogue

• We are grateful for our Rabbi, synagogue staff, and leaders of 
          our community who work so hard to make our Shul the very best possible

• We are grateful for our ZOOM connections that allow us still to be 
          together on Shabbat and for learning experiences

• We are grateful for the religious school programs that provide an excellent 
     Jewish education and social experience for the next generations, 
             including the ones provided to our daughter, Hannah

• We are grateful for the many fun activities we participate in with our community,
             including Chaverim, our super fun softball team with its  great camaraderie

• We are grateful for all the holiday celebrations as we gather with our 
          wonderful clergy and congregants

WITH EXTREME GRATITUDE FOR OUR HOME AWAY FROM HOME,

THE LOTTENBERG FAMILY



We are deeply grateful for the presence of Adat Shalom

 in our lives and in our community.

 It is, and has always been, a great source of love

 and support. We are also grateful for Rabbi Lebovitz 

and Cantor Schatz, the current and recent boards, 

Women's League and Mens' club, and the minyan 

group for helping Adat Shalom thrive. 

Frances & Sy Strasberg





Maxine’s Adat Shalom Story
By Maxine Garber

Once upon a time there was a temple called Adat Shalom. My mom has a group for girls called Builder Bees. We had two talent and 
fashion shows at Adat Shalom.

The kids loved the talent and fashion shows. Also two kids improved in their talent this year.

Rabbi Nolan Lebovitz wanted to have more Builder Bees events at Adat Shalom, but it meant we had to turn the synagogue into 
something else. The other kids at Adat Shalom were sad about that because they loved their temple.

One day at Adat Shalom, at 9:00 am, all the kids and adults in Builder Bees and Adat Shalom discussed what it could turn into so 
that everybody would be happy. The kids and adults argued about what it should be. The kids and adults from Adat Shalom wanted it 
to be a synagogue. The Builder Bees kids and adults wanted it to be a place for all kids and adults. 

The kids and adults from Adat Shalom and Builder Bees said, “We shouldn’t argue about what it should be. We don’t want only the 
people from Adat Shalom in the building. We want all people in the building. A synagogue IS a building for all kids and adults.”

Everyone agreed. “Thanks for solving the problem,” said a kid from Adat Shalom. “You’re welcome,” said a person from both.

The next day the adults made the place into a sanctuary for kids and adults. The kids tested out the new place. “The next Builder 
Bees event should be a party in this fun sanctuary for everyone,” said Orley.

“That sounds good,” everyone else said. Everyone enjoyed the party. 

The End.



ADAT SHALOM

A Community of Torah, Tzedakah, Mitzvot
We are grateful to all.

Those who lead, both professional and lay
Those who manage the day to day operations

Those who contribute their time in so many ways
Those who come to pray and study 

Those who do Mitzvot
Those who value Adat Shalom’s existence

TODAH RABAH to the entire Adat Shalom Family
Abounding in love and gratitude for family and friends.

CYNTHIA AND MICHAEL DIAMENT



Thank you

 to the entire Adat Shalom family.

Rebecca, Benjamin, 

Shira & Joseph Yaghoubian



With deep gratitude to

the Hesed Committee 

for reaching out to me during this pandemic.

Thank you,

Judy Miller



The members of Adat Shalom’s Book Club 
are ever so grateful to 

Yael Hartstein
and 

Lisa Schechter 

For their thoughtfulness, devotion and the abundance
 of nuance and knowledge they bring to our exciting 

discussions.

You keep us all inspired!



An Expression of Gratitude from the Sperber Family

When our daughters had their bani-mitzvot Regina and I continued our membership in Adat Shalom.  We realized that if 
it hadn’t been for the people before us supporting the shul there would not have been an Adat Shalom for us when we 
needed it for our children, that was over 35 years ago. 

Little did I realize that all those years later Adat Shalom would be there for us after Regina’s death; I found out what a 
community and family Adat Shalom truly is.

Our daughters, Elana and Rachel, and I were overwhelmed with the loving warmth Adat Shalom embraced us with.  We 
were hugged, we shared, we ate, boy did we eat.  So many people came to support us that at times it was difficult to 
move around the house.

We cannot begin to thank those who brought us food from Rabbi's Daughter and other wonderful restaurants.   It was 
food we all liked and enjoyed, it was delicious.  It reminded us of the wonderful cook Regina was.

We cannot thank all of you enough for all that you have done.  Your love and warmth are enveloping us like a huge 
blanket keeping us warm and safe.  I know Regina would have been amazed and thankful for all you have done.  Thank 
you all for the contributions in her name.

Special thanks to the Hesed committee and in particular Marla, Natalie and Liz.

Murray, Elana, Rachel                   



They will soar to the heights rustling 

like doves, and sail along into the 

distance and vanish. There, upon the 

purple mountain ridges, the roseate 

islands of splendor, they will silently 

flutter to rest.

**Bialik**

With deep thanks to the community for
 wonderful fellowship (and cookies),

Michael and Anita Melnick





We’re so proud to be a part of this wonderful, haimish community, who 
has supported us through life’s events, and helped us celebrate many 

beautiful simchas throughout the years, from B’nai Mitzvah to 
weddings. We have been blessed to be a part of our loving chavurah 
family and our welcoming congregation, led by our warm and caring 

Rabbi Lebovitz and Cantor Schatz.
 With love and gratitude for our entire Adat Shalom family, 

Harriet, Stephanie, and Jeff Gordon
        in loving memory of our beloved husband and father, Sam Gordon,

Sandy, Mitchell, and Jonathan Handler                                                  
in loving memory of our beloved husband and father, Mark Handler.



Dear Rabbi, Janet and Board of Directors, 

In the beginning, there was a virus… you said “Let’s stay calm, but let’s do 
Purim, with extra care” and we did, and it was freilach and fun! 

Then the virus became a pandemic and the “Shelter in Place” orders down 
…you said “Let’s assure the staff they are needed, and not to worry.” And 
we did, and we applied and received the payroll protection loan, and the 
staff has kept things together, working as hard as ever. 

And then you said… “Our members need us now more than ever, we have 
to be sure everyone has food, shelter and a friend to talk to” and the 
Hesed committee swung into action, calling every member was safe and 
nourished. 

I could not be more grateful, proud and honored to be part of the Adat 
Shalom community.

 Thank you

 Renalee 



Such a pleasure to join our special, 
caring Adat Shalom community 

in an evening of gratitude.  

We come together to acknowledge 
and appreciate all it means to us, 

and all we do for each other.

Holly, David, Perry, and Reina Factor



We'd like to express our
gratitude for the kind folks 
we interact with every day.

 
Joanna, Cesar, and Leslie



Dear Adat Shalom Community,
 grat·i·tude
/ˈɡradəˌt(y)o͞od/
 noun
noun: gratitude

-        the quality of being thankful; readiness to show appreciation 
for and to return kindness

My deepest gratitude to the Adat Shalom community    
for giving selflessly, generously,  creatively and 
tirelessly, to ensure the health and well-being                   

of every member, each and every day.

Kol Hakavod!

Thank you,

 Renalee and Robert 









Our Community is very grateful to 

Brandon Victor Dixon

for his wonderful performance 
that entertained us all.

We wish you all the best 
and  hope to continue
to follow your success.



Thank you Sophia Gennusa

We appreciate your willingness 

to perform for 

the Adat Shalom Community!

Wishing you continued success!



Adat Shalom thanks Jason Calloway, 
wonderful cellist from The Amernet Quartet, 

for his moving performance on 
behalf of our community.  

We appreciate your 
contribution
and talent and hope 
to enjoy your music
again in the near future.





With Gratitude to 

Joanna, Leslie and Cesar,
 

Your commitment, creativity, flexibility, 
dedication and unflappability enabled 
Adat Shalom to keep moving forward, 

pivot to a work from home environment, 
keeping the office humming and 

connected and addressing the needs of 
the community… all in the face of 

uncertainty and unknown.

And enormous thank you to Albert Lee, 
our new IT consultant, who’s worked 

tirelessly, day & night, weekday & 
weekends (except Shabbat), to keep us 

connected.

With enormous gratitude …

 Renalee 

In these difficult times,            
our gratitude goes out to  

Rabbi Lebovitz                         
for his creative programs       
and services which help        

keep our community connected.

Allan, Liz, Tali and Zachary 
Cohen



A special "Thank You" 
to Ron Ackerman who 

purchased and 
delivered groceries for 

us and included 
delicious lemons from 

his tree.

Pauline and 
Albert Kaner

I have belonged to the Minyan’s 
group for many years. 

However, it was rejuvenated by the 
arrival of Rabbi Lebovitz and his 

spiritual participation and teaching. 
 I am indeed very grateful

 and always welcome.

I am also growing along with Adat 
Shalom’s continuous growth and 
innovative activities that uplift 

everyone.

Todah Rabbah,

Benjamin Bonavida



Thank You,
Adat Shalom, for 

making our first year 
as members such a 

welcoming 
experience!

Marjorie Zinman 
and 

Howard Unterberger

Thank you 
to Rabbi Lebovitz and Cantor Dale and 
the entire congregation for my warm 

welcome back to Adat Shalom.

Thank you all for the outpouring of love 
we experienced at the Bar Mitzvah of my 

grandson, 
Alex Schachat.

So grateful for Carin’s involvement in the 
Religious School and the fine program 

experienced by Alex and Joey.

What a joy to see and be a part of the 
renewed growth and strength of Adat 

Shalom.

Miriam Kosberg



To The Wonderful Hesed Committee:

Our sincere thanks to you all for the great 

meals that you provide.

       You were here when we needed you, 

and this has meant so much to us.             

Congratulations on serving an important 

need for our Adat Shalom families.

With all best wishes for your continued 

success.

 Mort and Lorraine Schrag

We are so grateful 
for this community that

 is staying connected 
through services, 

classes, book club and
 all the other programs in

 these strange times. 

Helen Brill
and

Dov and Judy Paz



I miss my Adat Family,

and will be so happy to 
see all of you again.

Hopefully soon. 

Marcia Machol

Janet Schulman, for all you do as 
Adat Shalom's Board President.

Michael Gabai and Allan Cohen, long 
time friends who said "Yes" when   

Mort asked them to be on the Adat 
Shalom Board.

Sandra Kass, whom we've known 
since she joined the Adat Shalom 

community.

Beth Ojena, our special friend who 
calls us regularly to see how we are 

and what she can do for us.
 

Mort and Lorraine Schrag



We wish to express our gratitude to 
those who serve our community, 

including our clergy, first 
responders, health care providers, 

and the many others who have 
made the ultimate sacrifice to help 
serve and protect during these past 

few months. 

We are also so very thankful for the 
continued love and support of our 

family, friends and neighbors.

 – Michelle & David Lewis

We appreciated and enjoyed 
Beth Ojena’s 

calls to check in on us.

We appreciate the Purim Baskets 
that we relied on for treats when 

the safer at home plan set in.

We appreciate the Men’s Club
 for the wonderful hamantaschen. 

We appreciate Zach Golden 
for his three Shabbat Dvar Torahs.

Marilyn and Art Russell



My dear family,
Ari, Erica, Lathan 
and Dalya Kopmar, 

Who bring joy to our lives 
each and every day, so 

grateful.

Granny and Coach



2020 Virtual Fundraiser Donors
Name Listings

Tonia Agron
Cecile Benson
Gerda Ben-Zeev
Helen Budin
Saul and Mickie Bubis
Roni Cummings
Michael and Nadia Gabai
Lee Gardenswartz
Henrietta Gordon
Marcia Greenberg

Stuart and Marlene Bernstein

Alvin Harris
Beth Koonan
Elliot and Penny Lewis
Jonathan Marcus 

and Aliza Wine
Richard and Rosemar Miller
The Neshkes Family
Dr. Shelby Sanett
Lisa and David Schechter
Rosemarie and Victor Swid



Artwork by Sofía Olivares

Goodnight, 
and thank you 
for joining us!


