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Can Poetry Help Us Pray?.. How?
Friday, December 8 and Saturday, December 9
Friday, December 8, 7:30pm: Maeera Shreiber, Associate Professor at University

of Utah, will speak at services about the relationship between poetry and prayer. Professor Shreiber is the author of Singing in a Strange Land: Jewish American Poetry and
Poetics, as well as numerous articles on poetry, religion,
and Jewish thought. She is the recipient of the Jordan
Schnitzer Prize in Jewish Literature, a National Endowment
Humanities fellowship, and has been a fellow at the Frankel
Institute for Advanced Jewish Studies at the University of
Michigan. Recently returned from a Fulbright Fellowship
where she was teaching at the University of Haifa, she is
working on two new projects: a book length study entitled, Holy Envy: Poetry and the Judeo-Christian Borderzone and a collection of essays constellated around the
relation between prayer and contemporary Hebrew poetry.

Saturday, December 9, after services: Please come for a

potluck lunch/oneg after services, about 12:30pm. Professor
Shreiber and Janet Kaufman will lead a discussion of Jewish
and Hebrew poetry.

Hanukkah Gift
Shop Sale
December 3 and 10
(Sundays)
Noon until 4pm
CABI social hall.

Full CABI Hanukkah
schedule on pages 2 & 3.

An Evening with Rabbi and Rosa:
Lights, Latkes and Lithuania
Tuesday, December 12, 2017
Potluck dinner (dairy, please) at 6:30 in the Social Hall.
Video and discussion from 7:00 to 8:30.

P

lease join us for a casual evening with our extended Jewish congregational family, on December 12 in the social hall.
Rabbi Dan and his daughter Rosa will share their experience of kayaking through Lithuania, their ancestral home, in
May and June during Rabbi Dan’s Sabbatical. We’ll light the candles for the first night of Hanukkah, eat latkes (no-fuss,
from Trader Joe’s) and other dishes, and learn of Rabbi’s and Rosa’s adventures, complete with a video! Please bring
a dairy dish to share.
Organized by the Sabbatical Committee. Questions? Check with Sandy Berenter, berenterlaw@cableone.net .
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Hanukkah Events
Rosh Chodesh celebration

Tuesday, December 12 from 6:30-8:30pm in the Social Hall
(1st Night). Lights, Latkes & Lithuania (see cover for details).

It’s something new – our CABI women’s Rosh Chodesh celebration for the
Rosh Chodesh that falls during Hanukkah this year will include yoga! As
we celebrate the arrival of Rosh Chodesh Tevet – and the sixth night of
Hanukkah – we’ll be led in a Jewish
yoga experience by our own Kathryn
Shapero. We’ll also visit, nosh, learn, share, enjoy, sing, and
of course kindle the candles and enjoy the light of the holiday. It’ll be a bright and uplifting event. All women of CABI
are invited.

Friday, December 15 at 5:30pm (4th night)

Early Bird Shabbat Unplugged
Hanukkah Celebration
We will once again celebrate Hanukkah
with candle lighting, a potluck meal, and
Friday night service. Please plan to join
us on Friday, December 15th. Dinner will
begin around 5:30 with blessings and
candle lighting, followed by Shabbat services around 6:30. Please bring your hanukkiah with candles and a dish to share.
Suggested food categories by first letter o
are as follows (by first letter of your last
name) :

Our celebration will run from 4-6 p.m. on Sunday, December
17, in the CABI social hall. Please dress comfortably and
bring a yoga mat or a towel, a hanukkiah (menorah) and candles, and a (non-meat) dish or beverage to share for our festive gathering. Please RSVP to Betsy Russell, bzrussell@gmail.com, or (208) 331-5641. Join us if you can, and
have a chodesh tov – a good month!

A-D Deserts (donuts?)
E-M Salads or Veggie Sides

Hanukkah Help at School!

N-R Main Dish

Want help with Hanukkah in your child’s classroom? Many
CABI parents bring the celebration of Hanukkah to our children's classrooms. We
play the dreidel game, make menorahs
and serve latkes or donuts for treats.

S-Z Chips, dips, drinks
Questions? Contact Elisabeth Sonersen, 208-250-2665.

T

he Moody Jews of Boise present the 1st Annual Hanukkah Dinner Party at the Sapphire Room. The
Moody Jews play an upbeat variety of Yiddish music
from the old country (Ashkenazi klezmer), as well as
Latin and Middle Eastern styles (Sephardic), representing the
various traditions and cultures related to Judaism. There we be
an extra helping of Hanukkah songs to bring this festival of
light to life.

Nemmie Stieha, our Music Educator, would love to add a musical or storytelling component to this experience. She
can bring her guitar and teach a few songs
or stories in addition to what you provide If interested, check
with your child's teacher, then contact Nemmie at
music@cabi-boise.org

You’ll witness a retelling of the Hanukkah story by Len Levitt and the
Levity Puppets, while playing the
dreidel game for fabulous prizes.
This all ages show combines food (of
course!), music, dancing, a bit of
learning and a lot of fun!
The Moody Jews will be joined by
special guests Katie Garonzik performing a dinner set of jazz standards by Jewish-American composers.
Tickets are available at
www.eventbrite.com. CABI members use promo code “Maccabees”
for discounted tickets.
Questions? Contact Oliver Thompson at 541-231-4971.
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A Day Apart: A Workshop on Making Shabbat in our Homes
5:45-6:30 pm Wednesdays December 6, 13 and 20
This ongoing workshop is part of our new CABI Shabbat Initiative, designed
to help our community celebrate Shabbat together in our homes. Although
it is a series, each session will stand alone, so participants are encouraged
to drop in as they can.
Rabbi Dan and Haya Kinberg will lead the workshop.
We will use the book A Day Apart—Shabbat At Home, by Noam Sachs Zion
and Shawn Fields-Meyer, which is available on Amazon at very reasonable
prices, new and used.
Topics will include: Intro and Preparing for Shabbat, Lighting Shabbat candles, Welcoming Angels of Peace, Blessing Children and Others, Songs of
Love, Kiddush over Wine or Juice, Challah, Shabbat Table Talk, Soul Singing at the Table, Birkhat HaMazon, Malka, and Havdalah.
No knowledge of Hebrew is required, and we will teach to all levels of observance and background.

Did Jew Know?
Did you know that Shabbat is a holiday that we get to celebrate every week? You might have noticed a Shabbat Tip of the Week
in the Eblast lately. Each tip is a way that you can make your Shabbat different from the rest of the days of the week. As the year
progresses, the Ritual Committee, the Religious School, Adult Education, and many others will be working to help our congregation reclaim the specialness of Shabbat. This month, we are sharing with you the five principles of Shabbat and a way you might
bring each principle into your home.
o Shabbat is a sacred time. Listen to Jewish music
o Shabbat is a taste of the world to come. Eat dinner using the “good” dishes
o Shabbat is a time of rest. Sleep in Shabbat morning or take a nap in the afternoon
o Shabbat joy. Play a game as a family
o Shabbat as community. Take a walk with a friend or family member and make connections
Elisabeth Sonersen

T

Tzedakah Project for Hanukkah

orah reminds us often that we should remember the stranger, for we were strangers in the Land
of Egypt. This Hanukkah, we have an opportunity to extend a kindness to our local refugee community. James Brownson, longtime CABI member and now on staff with the International Rescue
Committee (IRC), asks us to consider a gift for refugees, who will appreciate it and put it to good
use. James says, “Each year the IRC in Boise holds a holiday party for newly arrived refugee families, with gifts donated by organizations and individuals in the Treasure Valley. I’ve attached this year’s holiday ‘wish-list’ and, if you’re willing, we’d love to
have your help in gathering gifts.”
You can find the full gift list on CABI’s website. Ideas include $25 and $50 gifts from local stores like Walmart, Fred Meyer, Winco
and Target; stock pots; towels; blankets; socks; and gloves. You can deliver your gifts to James (James.Brownson@rescue.org;
208.921.9451), the CABI lobby, Sandy Berenter (berenterlaw@cableone.net) or Tom Rogers (ThosRogers@gmail.com). If you
would like a receipt, please let James know. Gift donations are needed by Monday, December 11.
Founded in 1933 at the request of Albert Einstein, the IRC is a 501(c)(3) agency that delivers lifesaving care to people fleeing
conflict and natural disaster. The IRC is among the highest-ranking nonprofits for accountability, transparency, and efficient use
of contributions. More than 90 cents of each dollar the IRC spends worldwide goes directly to help refugees in desperate need.

Next Game Night, Saturday,

December 2 at 6pm, Hosts: Jonah & Kate Horwitz

Contact: horwitz.jonah@gmail.com or kate.horwitz83@gmail.com.
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Note: This is for adults only

December Worship Calendar
Friday, December 1 —7:30 pm
Shabbat Evening Service
Guest speaker Dr. Thomas Lobaugh
Saturday, December 2—10:00am
Shabbat Morning Service and Torah Study
Portion Vayishlach—Genesis 32:4-36:43

Saturday, December 16—10:00 am
Shabbat Morning Service—Shabbat in Hanukkah
Portion Miketz—Genesis 41:1-44:17
Friday, December 22 —7:30 pm
Shabbat Evening Service

Friday, December 8 —7:30 pm
Shabbat Evening Service
Guest speaker Dr. Maeera Schreiber

Saturday, December 23—10:00 am
Shabbat Morning Service
Portion Vayigash—Genesis 44:18-47:27

Saturday, December 9—10:00am
Shabbat Morning Service and Torah Study
Portion Vayeshev—Genesis 37:1-40:23

Friday, December 29 —7:30 pm
Shabbat Evening Service

Friday, December 15—5:30 pm
Early Bird Shabbat Evening Service
Shabbat in Hanukkah/Shabbat Unplugged
Live music and guest visit from a special
holiday hero

Saturday, December 30—10:00 am
Shabbat Morning Service
Portion Vayechi—Genesis 47:28-50:26
Coming in January: TuB’Shevat Seder on January 31

Tuesday Talmud Study (In English) on December 5, 12 and 19
For beginners and veterans alike. We will discuss passages that touch on contemporary concerns, and learn
more about the Talmud and why it continues to be the central text of our tradition. Bring a brown-bag lunch to
these weekly sessions.

Torah Trope: How to Chant Torah—December 2, 9 & 16
9:15-10:00 am Saturdays before the Shabbat morning service. In this class, we will learn how to chant Torah according to
the traditional musical system. Participants who choose will be encouraged to put this skill into practice, leyning (chanting) from
the weekly portion on selected Shabbat morning services. This course is recommended for B’nai Mitzvah students. It is also
highly recommended for CABI adult members who are able to read Hebrew phonetically. A working knowledge of reading
Hebrew is a prerequisite. Without it, it is too much to take on learning the musical notation.

Aleph-Bet

– Hebrew for Adults – begins December 2nd

Do you ever sit in Shul and wish you could relate to the Hebrew in your Siddur? You are not alone! Starting in
December, Leigh Evans will lead a weekly class, very friendly and casual, on Beginning Hebrew. Topics include the Hebrew alphabet, sounding out words, and practicing prayers. The class will start December 2 and
run through May. Join us for an hour each Shabbat afternoon, right after Kiddush, from 1-2 p.m.
The fee for this series, including materials, is $100. There will be occasional Saturdays when we do not meet
because of conflicts. You should expect about 20 sessions by year-end. If you are interested in joining,
please contact Leigh: 503-781-8096 or boiseleigh425@gmail.com. As always, we do not turn away any
member of our community for inability to pay. If the fee presents a hardship, please speak confidentially with
Leigh Evans or Sandy Berenter.

Feast of Torah, which had been planned for January 27, 2018, is being
postponed. Watch the Chai Lights for updated information.
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Kitah Dalet students decorated
cakes in honor of the Beth Harbison and Tamar Milstein’s birthdays. Cooking classes are part
of the Jewish Journeys curriculum this year.
The Chai Lights loves photos
from Jewish Journeys. Email
your photos to
mnfeldman@cableone.net, with a
brief activity description.

SAVE THE DATES!
Coming Soon:
CABI’s New Family Friendly Kabbalat Shabbat Song Session!
5:30pm before Early Bird Shabbat: Unplugged
January 19th

February 16th

March 23rd

April 20th

May 18th

Who are you?
Who, who?
The DVD of The Big Move, the
story of moving our shul from State
Street to Latah Street is now available at the CABI gift shop for $15.

Thanks to our Ritual Committee
Chair, Elisabeth Sonersen, CABI
now has a place in the Social
Hall window for your name tag to
"hang out!"

This makes a great gift for family
and friends.

More name tag creation events
will follow. In the meantime,
Elisabeth created an elegant
space for us to hang our "hats" (well, actually, our name
tags)!

December Birthdays
Russell Hayes
Evan Paschke
Betty Thomas
Paul Thomas
Amanda Rudley
Isabelle Lusby
Grant Harbison
Alan Reiman
Paulette Esposito
Alethia Dahlin
Kim Steinberg
Ben Zuckerman
Rachel Orenstein
Diane Charme
Yvonne McCoy
Juan Carlos Duque
Shauntel Haas
Bret Bantz
Scott Schuldenfrei
Hailey Pendleton
Bryant Kealey
Elise Gambrell

December 1
December 1
December 2
December 2
December 3
December 3
December 5
December 6
December 6
December 6
December 7
December 9
December 9
December 9
December 10
December 10
December 10
December 10
December 11
December 11
December 12
December 12

Ori Duque
Claire Stillman
Thomas Rogers
Elizabeth Fitch
Sylvia Brisbane
Sarah Boruszak
Elizabeth Blahd
Johnny Luangaphay
Sharon Abramsohn
Joan Wallace
Brody Page
Perry Brown, Jr.
Tom Manning
Harry Rudley
Oni Kinberg
Madelynn Broussard
David Kling
Marc Snyder
Anika Jost
Gabriel Vogel
Rebecca Hurd
Andrew Oppenheimer
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December 12
December 12
December 12
December 13
December 13
December 13
December 13
December 14
December 14
December 16
December 16
December 17
December 17
December 17
December 18
December 18
December 18
December 19
December 19
December 21
December 22
December 22

Judith Gaarder
Jeremy Shapero
Karen Marker
Ollie Lusby
Ethan Levitch
Dorothy Saenger
Ben Chan-Waxman
Amaya Gambrell
Harry Eccard
Bob Rosenthal
Joan Lucier
Tony Prater
Diane Donald
Joe Abmont
Beth Sterling
Eric Schulman
Clara Cohen
Gina Dudley
Steve Selekof
Jennifer Chan-Waxman
Nathan Weinberg
Billy Gans

December 22
December 22
December 22
December 22
December 23
December 24
December 25
December 25
December 25
December 26
December 27
December 27
December 27
December 28
December 28
December 28
December 28
December 30
December 31
December 31
December 31
December 31

Interfaith Gathering

Thanksgiving Interfaith Service

Arleen Winkler co-hosted the Interfaith Gathering for Reflections on Sacred Practices at CABI on November 9th with
Christina Awadalla of the Boise Islamic Center.

as part of the opening service.

Life Cycles

It was a huge success. Audience participants heard from
seven traditions including our own Arleen describing the Jewish Cycle and expressing her love of being a Jew! The traditions were from the Jewish, Buddhist, Catholic, Islamic, Hare























On Monday, November 20, Sharon
Ledesma, Nemmie
Stieha and Murray
Feldman participated in the 35th annual Interfaith Service
held this year at the
Cathedral of the
Rockies. Sharon
and Nemmie read
prayers in both English and Hebrew.
Murray blew shofar

Condolences to:

Donations



Teri Engler on the death of her father, Jerome R. Weissrock, on September 26 in Boise.

If I am not for myself, who will be for me?



The family of Gaye Wise, who passed away on Saturday,
November 11 in Boise.

Mazel Tov to:

Karen Fink in honor of Harriet Berenter’s 95th birthday
Daryl King in memory of Dale King
Reba & Gregg Lindsay
Peter Lichtenstein on behalf of Tuesday Talmud study
Perry Paker in memory of Isidor Paker and Meyer Paker
Matthew & Heidi Chasan in honor of CABI’s Religious School
Peter & Joan Lucier in honor of High Holidays
Anna & Peter Fargo in honor of their warm welcome at Rosh
Hashanah
Elizabeth Rodgers & Jonathon Fishman in honor of our children’s bar and bat mitzvah and for the Security Committee
Andrea Leeds in honor of Trey Harbison’s bar mitzvah
Kathleen Vaughan for the community garden
Gayle Speizer in honor of Hannah Kahlke & Matthew Platt’s
wedding
Steve and Sandy Berenter, Adult Education
Janet & Rachel Neufeld in honor of Rabbi Dan in recognition
of the love and support given to my daughters and me following Jay’s tragic death.
Esther & Len Wolfer, in honor of the Chai Lights
Gail LeBow in memory of Hazel Johnson
Murray & Nancy Feldman in memory of Gaye Wise
Harriet Berenter in memory of Gaye Wise
Dorothy Kidd in memory of Gaye Wise
Jane Foreman in honor of Hannah and Matthew’s b’nai mitzvah and in memory of Gaye Wise
Molly O'Shea in honor of Friendship Feast



Arlen and Diane Donald on the birth of their daughter
Freya born on November 4.



Hannah Kahlke and Matthew Platts on their November 14
wedding at CABI. They have both taken the new last
name of Simon, so we wish another mazel tov to Hannah
and Matthew Simon!

Christmas Eve Dinner Donations and
Help Needed at Interfaith Sanctuary





Donate money to purchase lasagnas and rolls
Donate a gallon of milk—10 gallons needed
Donate a bunch of bananas
Bake the lasagnas at CABI and deliver to the Interfaith
Sanctuary

If you can help please contact Kathryn Shapero at
kathryn.shapero@gmail.com.
The Friendship Feast is also serving dinner
on December 28.

A reminder from our President, Sharon Ledesma:
If you are considering financial participation, pledges, payments, etc., be sure to get it in by December 31st in order for
the amount to be eligible for a tax deduction for the 2017 year.
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Last month we traveled to Whidbey Island for NFTY Fall
Kallah. It was beautiful, despite the raging wind. This
month we have a Chanukah party on December 9th full
of latkes and sour cream (and dreidel of course). NFTY's
Winter Social Action Kallah is coming up for the 9th- 12th
graders as well. It will be held in Bellingham, Washington
on February 2-4. We will be giving back to the Northwest
by improving lives.

CABIT(teens) Corner

Have a wonderful month CABI!

Beth Harbison, Zane Harbison, Tyler Pendleton, Rachael
Metzgar, Mira Torf, Rimon Milstein, and Rachel Kaufman
attended the Fall Kallah on Whidby Island.

NFTY NW Calendar 5778
January 12-15, 2018- West Coast Party
February 2-4, 2018- Winter Kallah
February 23-24, 2018– Shabbaton for
6, 7 & 8th graders
April 12, 2018- Asefah and Elections for Regional
Board
April 13-15, 2018- Spring Kallah
April 20-22, 2018– Kallah for 6 & 7th graders
Bold Events are High School events.
Italicized are 6th, 7th & 8th grade events.

Camp Kalsman representatives Abbey Bell and Terra
Zicklin engaged our Jewish Journeys
students on Wednesday, November
1st with inspiring activities introducing Jewish learning opportunities at
Camp Kalsman. Our CABIT supported the evening events by sharing
their wonTime to Register for Camp!
derful experiences at
Camp Kalsman Registration is open for summer 2018.
Camp KalsSessions close quickly, so I urge you to save your child a man.
place ASAP. $200 gets you a place, and you can apply
for scholarships later. Questions? Contact Beth Harbison:
school@cabi-boise.org.

Budding Philanthropists Program at CABI
CABI is embarking on an exciting new venture with the B’nai Mitzvah class this year. We are launching our very own Youth
Foundation, with the kids leading the process. They will set the parameters for what they would like to fund, design a grant application form, and help market the fund to potential applicants. Then, when the applications come in, they will evaluate them
and choose whom to fund. This process will be accompanied by a religious school curriculum about tzedakah from a Jewish
point of view – what Torah, the Talmud, and modern Jewish scholars say about Jewish giving. They have already begun discussing the values, or middot, that are most important to them, in order to identify the causes nearest to their hearts. The most
exciting part of the process will happen next fall, when the current class mentors the next B’nai Mitzvah class on how to run their
own pooled fund granting process.
How can you support this exciting new program? Everyone is invited to contribute to the Budding Philanthropists (BP) Youth
Foundation, in any amount. What better way to acknowledge a Bar or Bat Mitzvah than to make a contribution in the student’s
honor to this fund? Only the kids will get to be the decision makers, but anyone can contribute.
Our foundation is part of the nationwide Jewish Teen Funders Network. If you have any questions, or you want to get involved
and help with the program, contact Amy Duque at fourduques@gmail.com.
Amy Duque
The January Chai Lights deadline is Sunday, December 17.
Email submissions to Nancy Feldman at mnfeldman@cableone.net.
We welcome notices of births, weddings and deaths for inclusion in our Life Cycle section.
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Gift Shop Hours for December


Monday, Tuesday and Friday from
11am until 2pm through December
19



Wednesdays from 5:15-7pm.

Looking for a New Year’s volunteer opportunity? Be the Chai Lights editor! Contact Nancy Feldman for details.

Jews in the News
The Board of Directors of the Idaho Humanities Council, the statewide nonprofit
organization devoted to advancing greater public awareness, appreciation, and
understanding of the humanities in Idaho,
has elected three new members from
southwest Idaho to its 19-member board.
CABI’s Tamara Shapiro is one of those
new members.

CABI’s social group for ages 18-38



December 10th, 5 pm: Latke
Cook Off in the CABI Kitchen! Learn
how to make latkes, try out your own
new recipes, and stock up on latkes for
celebrations at home and at CABI!




December 16th, 6 pm: The Table:
Hockey and Hanukah! The Table
(and our families) are invited to celebrate Hanukah by lighting the menorah at CenturyLink Arena and then
watch as the Idaho Steelheads take
on the Wichita Thunder at 6:30 pm.
Tickets are $7 and MUST be purchased through www.cabi-boise.org/
event/TableHockeyandHanukah in
order to sit with us (and get the discounted rate!).

Congratulations Tamara!

Join the

Group

CABI’s Chicken Soup Group provides meals, grocery shopping, errands and rides for members in need. As needs arise
emails are sent to our group asking who can help fill a need.
Come join the group. It is beneficial to have people from all
parts of town. You help when you can. There is no pressure
to help every time. With a large list of volunteers, we all share
in the tasks needed to help a CABI member in need.

Friday Night Dinner December 29th, 6:30 pm: Friday
Night Shabbat Dinner for The Table! Registration is free,
but please sign up online at www.cabi-boise.org/event/
DecemberTableDinner.

Contact Nancy Feldman at mnfeldman@cableone.net if you
would like to be added to the email list.
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