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Message from the Execu ve Director
A few years back, the Covenant Founda on awarded CABI a generous grant to fund Shir Transforma ons, a three-year outreach
project intended to strengthen our Jewish community through
“innova ve approaches u lizing music to teach, s mulate reﬂecon and ac on, and revive as well as spark spiritual and communal par cipa on.” The project focused on reaching unaﬃliated
young Jewish adults, mentoring young Jewish musicians, and lay
leaders, performing at concerts and events in the wider Boise
music culture, and partnering with local and regional educa onal
ins tu ons to develop programming.

Inside This Issue

The Shir Transforma on grant allocated funds to hire a Music Educator –our Nemmie S eha—for the dura on of the grant period. Music has became a hallmark of our communal Jewish life
Nemmie has mentored young musicians who have become regular song leaders and teachers in Shabbat services, Religious
School, and other CABI events. The establishment and funding of
The TABLE , CABI’s millenial –focused social group, has facilitated
authen c, personal, Jewish engagement through home Shabbat
dinners, hikes and other ac vi es.



As the grant ends, Shir Transforma on is transi oning into a sustainable model of rich, mul faceted community engagement.
The TABLE membership con nues to increase and members are
stepping into leadership roles in the
larger CABI community as Trustees,
Religious School teachers, and ac ve
volunteers.



We are grateful to Nemmie for her
spirited leadership and wish her the
best of luck as she launches her new
career in the Ada County Sheriﬀs
oﬃce. Thankfully, she will con nue
as a dedicated Red Sea Rambler and
community leader.
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Upcoming Events















April 11-14:
NFTY Spring Kallah
April 13:
Shabbat with Roberta Wall
April 19-27:
Pesach
April 20:
Seder in the Desert with
Rabbi Dan
May 1:
Yom HaShoah Observance
at the Idaho Capitol, 12:00
at Religious School, 7:30
May 5:
Rosh Chodesh
May 8:
Yom HaAtzamaut
Observance & LAST Night
of Religious School
May 18:
Gabriella Schuldenfrei
Bat Mitzvah
May 24-26:
Shabbat on the Lake

GUEST SCHOLAR for our SATURDAY SHABBAT SERVICE
CABI welcomes Roberta Wall

Shabbat, April 13
Morning service
Lunch discussion (Noon - 2:00 p.m.)
On Saturday, April 13, we will welcome guest scholar Roberta Wall, who will share her thoughts on the
important, current topic of non-violent communica on (NVC). Ms. Wall will oﬀer a D’var Torah at our
regular Shabbat morning service. A potluck lunch and discussion will follow (please bring a non-meat
dish to share). Join us for any part of this occasion: Drop in to services by 11:00 to hear her speak, come
for lunch and ensuing discussion, or enjoy all of it with your CABI family.
Roberta Wall is a cer ﬁed trainer in NVC. She facilitates leadership training, public conversa on, group
dialogue, media ons and visioning and strategizing. She is part of a growing NVC movement in the
Mideast, organizing and facilita ng trainings in Israel and the West Bank for Israelis, Pales nians and
Interna onals. She travels the world coaching couples, individuals, and organiza ons. She facilitates
workshops and retreats inspired by Nonviolent (Compassionate) Communica on, as developed by
Dr. Marshall Rosenberg and Buddhist teachers Thich Nhat Hanh and the Dalai Lama; and by teachers,
Rabbis and Rebbetzins from her root Jewish tradi on. She oﬀers her work in service of peaceful
transforma on of our world, for individuals, families and organiza ons, and in furtherance of
community and spiritual health and development. She is a speaker and facilitator in Jewish
congrega ons and communi es across the United States.
For more informa on, browse through her blog: h ps://robertaindia.wordpress.com. Or view her

FRIENDSHIP FEAST
Let All Who Are Hungry Come and Eat
On the fourth Thursday of each month, CABI volunteers host a meal for
people in need at the downtown First Presbyterian Church, located at the
corner of 9th and State Streets.
CABI has participated in this interdenominational outreach effort for well over
ten years. Our partners includes First United Methodists, Immanuel Lutheran, St John's Cathedral, and the Mennonite Fellowship and the Boise Rotary
Club. Between us, we serve meals each Thursday of the month for 45-60
guests. EVERYONE is welcome at the table!
If you're interested in eating with us, preparing the meal, serving and cleanup, or donating food, please contact John Llewellyn at
johnllewellyn1949@gmail.com We would love your company!
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Note: Friday night Kabbalat Shabbat celebra ons
begin at 6:00. The ﬁrst Friday night of the month is
a communal Shabbat dinner. Third Friday features
our house band, Red Sea Ramblers, and appe zers
with beer and wine. Second and fourth Shabbats
are shortened services, a er which we encourage
you to share Shabbat dinners together.
Contact our ShabbatTogether Coordinator, Naomi
Jankowitz, for more details.

There will be no service on the
ﬁrst night of Pesach, Friday April 19
Friday, April 5—6:00 pm
ShabbatTogether dinner and evening service
with Tot Shabbat in the sanctuary, 6:00-6:20
Saturday, April 6—10:00 am
Shabbat morning service and Torah study
—Shabbat HaChodesh
Por on Tazria—Levi cus 12:1-13:59

Saturday, April 13—10:00 am
Shabbat morning service and Torah Study
—Shabbat HaGadol
Por on Metzorah—Levi cus 14:1-15:33
**Friday, April 19—NO service at CABI**
First night of Pesach
Saturday, April 20—10:00 am
Shabbat and Pesach morning service and Torah
study
Por on 1st Day of Pesach—Exodus 12:21-12:51
Friday, April 26—6:00 pm
Shabbat Together evening service
with home dinners to follow
8th Day of Pesach begins
Saturday, April 27—10:00 am
Shabbat and Pesach morning service and Torah
study
Por on 8th Day of Pesach—Deuteronomy 14:2216:17

Friday, April12—6:00 pm
ShabbatTogether evening service
with home dinners to follow

CABI LISTENS
tell a story (you’ll get ideas once you’re there).
We are seeking inspired shared experience, new
thinking to take back to our own lives, and reﬂecon to inform the Jewish community’s future.
As Boise grows, the Jewish community is growing,
too. We want to take advantage of this moment
and engage crea vely to build, strengthen, and
deepen life in community. We’re ge ng to know
each other and forge new connec ons.
To make this happen we are mee ng in groups of
about 10 in people's houses, with both familiar
and new faces, to learn more about what makes
us ck as a community. Below, you’ll ﬁnd a link to
join a listening circle. Come prepared to share and

Group sessions are being held over the next few
months. We want your par cipa on! If you have
ques ons, let us know. This listening project seeks
to include Jew inside and outside CABI, and nonJewish signiﬁcant others. Contact: Tamara
Ansotegui execdirector@cabi-boise.org.
Sh’ma: The essence of the sh’ma—the impera ve
to really listen, to pay a en on… and to mend the
brokenness in our world. —Ruth Messinger
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SHABBAT on the LAKE 2019
Memorial Day Weekend, May 24-26
Don’t miss the chance to spend a beau ful, aﬀordable, and relaxing weekend at CABI’s annual retreat! We
look forward to this year’s Shabbat on the Lake on the shores of Lake Paye e in McCall.
This event, now in its 19th year, is a testament to the power and joy of kehillah, community. Special this
year: We’ve invited our Jewish friends and families from all over Idaho to join us in an all-Jewish-Idaho
Shabbat on the Lake. Come meet Rabbi Cantor Robbi Sherwin from Sun Valley’s Wood River Jewish Community, the Jews of the Palouse, and others.
Register on our website, www.cabi-boise.org
Ques ons? Email Naomi Jankowitz
at shabba ogether@cabi-boise.org.

ADULT EDUCATION
Talmud Study

Trope: How to Chant Ha orah

(in English)—12:00 noon Tuesdays

(and some Torah review)
9:15-10:00 am Saturdays

April 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30
For beginners and veterans alike. We will discuss
passages that touch on contemporary concerns,
and learn more about the Talmud and why it connues to be the central text of our tradi on. Bring
a brown-bag lunch to these weekly sessions.

Adult Hebrew Classes at CABI
Haya Kinberg is oﬀering a range of Hebrew classes
this year as a fund-raiser for CABI. Any person
over the age of 13 is welcome!

April 6 and 13 (oﬀ April 20 and 27)
In this class, we are learning to chant ha arah according to the tradi onal musical system. Par cipants who choose will be encouraged to put this
skill into prac ce, leyning (chan ng) from the
weekly por on at selected Shabbat morning services. This class is recommended for B’nai Mitzvah students. It is also highly recommended for
CABI adult members who are able to read Hebrew
phone cally.

The cost is $50.00, per trimester (10 sessions),
payable in advance to CABI. Classes meet in the
Social Hall every Sunday.

Prerequisite: One MUST be able to decode
Hebrew proﬁciently in order to take this class. If
one cannot read the Hebrew smoothly, it is too
much to take on learning the musical nota on.

10:00 am - Beginning and Liturgical Hebrew
11:00 am - Advanced Conversa onal Hebrew

We will start with a review of Torah trope before
moving on to ha arah.

For more informa on, or to arrange
other tutorials, please contact Haya at
(360) 280-8202.
4

INTERFAITH SUMMER CAMP in Boise
Save the Date

Under the Tent of Abraham
June 10 -14 -- 8:30 AM - Noon
Hosted by First Congrega onal Church
2201 Woodlawn Ave, Boise, 83702
An Interfaith Experience for Children that celebrates the shared heritage and unique diﬀerences of the Abrahamic Religions (Judaism, Chris anity, and Islam). Children will celebrate their
own religious iden ty while learning about the religious iden ty of others.

Field trips, special service projects, fun ac vi es - and me to make new friends!
We are looking for volunteers from our Jewish community to help with this Interfaith Camp.
If you are interested in helping, or if you have ques ons or wish to enroll,

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL NEWS
Purim to Passover Idaho Food Bank drive
Get rid of that chametz and do a good deed by
dona ng all your non-kosher for Passover food
items (no out of date items or glass, please) along
with household goods like toilet paper, diapers and
laundry soap to the Idaho Food Bank. Barrels are
inside the social hall entry doors.

Toda Rabah to our amazing religious school family
organiza on, our KO, or Kehillah Organiza on, for
making Purim baskets - mishloach manot - for our
teachers and others in our CABI community!

Final night of Religious School will be May 8th this
year, and we’ll be celebra ng Israel’s Independence
Day (Yom HaAtzmaut) as well. This is CABITeens
annual fundraiser, and they have lots of great things
in store! Food and adult liba ons, a bounce house,
arts and cra s, and more.
Registra on informa on is coming soon on our CABI
website. Please register, so that we are sure to
have enough food and fun for everyone. This is an
all-school, all CABI night. There will be no classes,
but we deﬁnitely want you all there!
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WORSHIP

March was a busy month at CABI! Purim fes vi es
included the baking, giving and ea ng of
Hamantaschen, the Megillah reading and party at
the Crea ve Arts Center, not to men on ﬁve
shabbats in one month! Opportuni es to gather
together Jewishly were abundant. The needs that
we all share to connect with one another and to
rest, con nue to press.
April presents more opportuni es to engage
meaningfully with your Jewish community. Though
we are back to four shabbats, one is especially
grand: Pesach! The ﬁrst Seder falls on Friday,
April 19, this year. This is truly a Shabbat to share
at home. There will be no Shabbat Schmooze that
night, so we can gather around the table, recline,
and tell our story. Do you have an extra place or
two at your Seder table? Or, are you looking for a
Seder to join? Fill out the PassoverConnect
ques onnaire on our website, and CABI’s Pesach
yentas will get you connected.
The ShabbatTogether team is looking for a few
Shabbat Angels who could bring Shabbat to some
of our members who are unable to get here for
services. Some are elderly or sick. Some have new
babies and don’t want to leave their homes! You
don’t have to know all the prayers in order to do
this mitzvah. You just need a willing heart! We will
supply candles and candles cks, challah, wine or
grape juice, and a blessings sheet. Let us know if
you can spend a Shabbat in this way.

And, if you are s ll seeking your own Shabbat
groove, we want to help. What kind of observance
would give meaning to you on Shabbat? What is
stopping you? What resources do you need?
Let us know: What is one Shabbat tradi on you
especially love, that your family does?
Coming in May: Jam session a er First Friday service! Bring your instruments and join in!
Looking further ahead, Shabbat on the Lake is coming Memorial Day weekend. We look forward to
two days of fellowship and fun at Camp
IdaHaven in McCall. We need some assistants to
contribute to Friday evening’s dinner, to lead children’s cra sessions, to be a judge in this year’s
Iron Jewish Chef compe on, and to provide rides
for those who wish to carpool. Get in touch with
the ShabbatTogether team if you wish to par cipate in one of these ways.
shabba ogether@cabi-boise.org
208-343-6601 x108
Naomi Jankowitz
Shabbats in APRIL
First Friday, April 5: Tot Shabbat children’s service at
6 pm in the Sanctuary, followed by First Friday dinner
at 6:20 pm. A er dinner we will have Games on ﬁrst
Friday a er service – bring your favorite board
games to CABI and make an evening of it. Also, bring
your favorite Pesach stories to share!
Second and Fourth Fridays (April 12 and April 26):
6 pm service in the Sanctuary, followed by Kiddush
and a short oneg in the social hall.
Third Friday, April 19, NO SHABBAT SCHMOOZE!

VERY THOUGHTFUL PEOPLE
ON BEHALF OF
Arlene & Jorge Barjam—wishing them a
complete and speedy recovery!
Jerry Pollack and Joan Gusinow
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IN HONOR OF
David Levine’s birthday
Vicki and John S eha

CABI CELEBRATES 25 YEARS WITH RABBI DAN FINK
In 1994, Congrega on Ahavath Beth Israel took the unprecedented
(in Idaho) step of hiring a full me rabbi to lead us into the new century.
Jewish history in Idaho, and our historic synagogue, had existed for
more than a century, the greatest part of that me with lay leadership,
and in the prior few years, with student rabbis who ﬂew to Boise
monthly from distant ci es to lead us in a more formal service.
25 years have gone by!
A quarter century a er Rabbi Dan Fink joined our congrega on, our
Shul and all our programs are vibrant, strong, meaningful, and
treasured. We have moved to our Latah campus, created ever-more
innova ve Jewish experiences for all ages and styles of Jewish life, and
increased our staﬀ many-fold. Time to PARTY! On June 2, we’ll
celebrate with our community on our beau ful grounds. What can you
do to help the commi ee?
We want your memories, messages, and pix!
We’d love to have your photos, memories, and messages for Rabbi Dan. Send them to Dan Ronfeld,
Sandy Berenter, Andrea Leeds, or Tamara Ansotegui. If you have only hard copies, please deliver them in
an envelope labeled with your name. We’ll scan and return them. Your message or memory should be 200
words or less. We’ll gather these for Rabbi Dan. Thanks for contribu ng to our memory trove. And in
case you need a nudge to trigger your nostalgia, here’s a rundown of key events in our congrega on’s
history:
OUR HERITAGE
1895

Beth Israel Synagogue historical building is constructed at 11th and State Streets.

1948

Ahavath Israel Synagogue (formerly “Adath Israel Synagogue”) building is

Mar. 20, 1987

Beth Israel and Ahavath Israel congregations merge to become Congregation
Ahavath Beth Israel. The State Street location will generally be used for ritual
events. The Bannock location will house the religious school and our staff offices.

June 1994

Rabbi Dan Fink moves to Boise with his family, to become the first professional,
fulltime rabbi in the State of Idaho. He will begin his journey as our spiritual leader
beginning July 1, 1994.

1998 - 2004

Building Project Steering Committee forms and proceeds to fundraise for CABI’s
move to larger space, to acquire real estate, and to oversee construction of new
campus facilities.

Oct. 25, 2003

Historical synagogue building is relocated to current location on Latah Street,

May 8, 2004

Dedication of our new facilities on Latah Street, Boise.

June 2, 2019

Landmark celebration of 25 years with Rabbi Dan Fink.

2020 (upcoming)

Our congregation’s 125th birthday! Stay tuned . . .
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HAMANTASCHEN BAKING DAY

IN REMEMBRANCE — May Their Memory be for a Blessing
April 5 and 6
Sophy Silverman
Irving Friedman
Hersz Grynberg
Charles Margolin
Fran Laws
Amy Cecelia Simkowitz-Rogers
Sue Brisbane
Susan Lee-Petzak
Sybil Myerson
Stuart Wolfer
Chalmer Strunk
Alberta Frank

April 12 and 13
Alexander Crystal
Selma Feirberg
Bill Ditlove
David Latner
Diane Carole Dolginow
Stanford Speizer
Gertrude Diener
James Fowler Goodman
Joseph Lieberman
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Victoria Seidenfeld
Maurice Li man
Samuel Kloc

April 19 and 20
Rita Alexander
Harry Kagan
J. Howard Moon
Louis Speizer
Jerome Melvin
Grace Rebecca Mann
Dolores Kathryn Wolf
Leon Silman
Florence Bruning
Alan Tell
Rabbi Myron Kinberg
Ruth Sylvia Desman

April 26 and 27
Andrea Lynn Winkler
Isaac Anijar
Edyie Irene Gans
Pearl Kagan
Jerry Laws
Murray Silman

Donna Isaac
Joseph ben Zindel
Mollie Kessler
Fernando David Nunez
Jess Groves
Charlene Lucier
Joel Stone

May 3 and 4
Nathan Alexander
Selma Lieberman
Bob Shapiro

CONGREGATION AHAVATH BETH ISRAEL
Congregation Ahavath Beth Israel
11 North Latah Street
Boise, ID 83706
(208) 343-6601
Staff
Rabbi
Dan Fink, rabbidan@cabi-boise.org
Executive Director
Tamara Ansotegui, execdirector@cabi-boise.org
Office Administrator
Kat Dellamater, office@cabi-boise.org
Director of Education & Senior Teen Advisor
Beth Harbison, school@cabi-boise.org
Co-Teen Advisors
Rachel & Ben Piscette, teens@cabi-boise.org
PJ Library Manager
Joanna Jost, pjlibrary@cabi-boise.org
ShabbatTogether Coordinator
Naomi Jankowitz, shabbattogether@cabi-boise.org
Kehillah Organization [KO] Coordinators
Davida Mitchell & Shellan Rodriguez,
family@cabi-boise.org
Shabbat Facilitator
Lawrence Shapiro, shamash@cabi-boise.org
Board of Trustees, Officers
President—Sharon Ledesma
Vice-President—Amy Duque
Treasurer—Jesikah Luangaphay
Secretary— Kathryn Shapero
Past President— Leigh Evans

Synagogue Life
Adult Education—Sandy Berenter
CABI Café—Beth Harbison
CABI Community Garden—Renée Kline
Cemetery—John Barnet
Chai Lights Editor— Kat Dellamater
Chai Lights Folding—Andrea Goodman & Susie Frank
Chevra Kadisha—Freddie Fisherman
Chicken Soup Group—Pettra Pollack
Conversion Mentoring—Rabbi Dan & Isabel Ringer
eBlast—Lorian Gans
Endowment Fund —Andrea Leeds
Facilities Shamash—Marc Snyder
Feast of Torah—Sandy Berenter
Friendship Feast—John Llewellyn
Gift Shop—Arleen Winkler, Liz Fitch & Paulette Esposito
Jewish Assistance Fund of Idaho (JAFI)—Andy Chasan
Kitchen Committee—Joanna Jost, Haya Kinberg &
Telma Anijar Andersen
Library—Terry McKay, Freddie Fisherman & Liz Fitch
Malkah Gathering—Molly O’Shea & Haya Kinberg
Membership—Arleen Winkler
Religious School Liason—Davida Mitchell &
Shellan Rodriguez
Ritual—Elisabeth Sonersen
Rosh Chodesh—Betsy Russell
Social Action—Tom Rogers & James Auw
The TABLE—open
Volunteer Coordinator—Adam Novak
Yom HaShoah—Amy Duque & Tamara Ansotegui

Board of Trustees, At Large Members
James Auw
Pat Beale
Dorothy Geffon
David Levine
Joe Levitch
Davida Mitchell
Shellan Rodriguez
Vicki Stieha
Arleen Winkler
Dennis Wolf
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS
1
2
5
5
6
6
7
8
8
8
9
11
12
12
12

Janet Kaufman
Hilda Dornfest
Molly O'Shea
Jonathan Kramer
Steve Bard
Lorraine Gross
Marjie Jacobs
Nancy Feldman
Isaac Rasmus
Elon Whitlock
Gail LeBow
Simon Rodriguez
Andrew Stevenson
Thomas Rubel
Pam Heuman

13
14
14
15
16
16
17
17
18
18
18
18
18
19
19

Linda Feinberg
Zachary Moorhead-Rosenberg
Lisa Stevenson
Jonah Kaufman
Sam Ledesma
Lea Sherman
Teo Ledesma
Freddie Fisherman
Gary Wiener
John Llewellyn
Lillian Kagan
Amy Duque
Chaya Salzman
Anika Smulovitz
Anwen Roberts

20
21
21
21
22
22
23
25
26
26
27
27
28
28
29

Ardeth Smackey
Karan Kahlke
Allan Salzberg
Irv Li man
Charlie Russell
Charles Hanna
Mandela Hoﬀman
Leigh Evans
Ella Smith
Conlan Waylan
Suzanne Metzgar
Marc Chasin
Myira Wolf
Meridith Dahlin
David Gulebian

ROSH CHODESH in MAY
All women of CABI are cordially invited to celebrate
Rosh Chodesh Iyar on Sunday, May 5th, from 4 to 6
pm at the home of Sharon Ledesma, with our annual
Women’s Chocolate Seder. It’ll be a fun and fes ve celebra on of the spring, the new moon and the new
month, with perhaps a bit of Cinco de Mayo ﬂair
thrown in.
We’ll have more details closer to the date on what
everyone should bring. Please RSVP to Sharon at (208)

YOGA at CABI
Cer ﬁed Yoga Instructor Kathryn Shapero teaches a yoga class in the Social Hall on
Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m. This is an inten on-based prac ce focusing on the
weekly Parsha.
Kathryn is also oﬀering private yoga classes oﬀ-site or at CABI. For appointment mes
and more informa on, please contact her at (208) 598-5840
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SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE NEWS
CABI’s Social Ac on Commi ee (SAC) mission statement is “to facilitate congrega onal engagement with
social issues of our me, in keeping with Jewish Values.” At the March CABI Board mee ng, we presented
current SAC programs, including support for Friendship Feast and Tutoring programs. Future SAC
proposals will be considered in keeping with our Mission Statement.
We are developing a Social Ac on Commi ee page on CABI’s website to help communicate
with CABI members and our community about CABI’s Social Ac on Commi ee programs, what we’re doing, and what we hold dear as Jews. Anyone who can help develop our SAC webpage, please contact Tom
Rogers. We welcome your assistance!
We appreciate the interest, support, and ideas we found sharing with board members, and we look forward to serving our CABI community in support of our Jewish values. Interested in work with CABI’s Social Ac on Commi ee? By all means, get in touch with Tom Rogers at (208) 949-7807 (cell) or by e-mail
via SocialAc on@AhavathBethIsrael.org.
Regards and Shalom,
Tom Rogers (208) 949-7807

Megillah reading at the Synagogue
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Congregation Ahavath Beth Israel
11 North Latah, Boise, ID 83706
(208)343-6601
www.cabi-boise.org
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