
CABI Adult Education presents 
 

The Power of Words:   
Keeping the Conversation Going in a Tense Political Environment  

How have you weathered our local and national primaries, elections, and congressional activity?  Are you 
using words like “whirlwind,” “bludgeoning,” “numbing,” “dog whistle,” and “emotional roller coaster”? Is it 
hard to discuss politics with friends and congregants? If you feel that certain words and topics raise 
tempers, and send people to their own corner of the rink, more than they used to, you are not alone. Let’s 
discuss how we discuss! Join our series of brown bag dinners to talk about how politics and social 
movements affect the common vernacular, 3 Tuesday nights in February and March from 6:00 to 7:30 
in the CABI Social Hall. No litmus test for your political leanings! We’ll enjoy having you, purple, red, or 
blue. Questions? Contact Sandy Berenter, berenterlaw@cableone.net.  
 
 

 

CIVIL DISCOURSE:   
Remembering that half the conversation is the other guy! 

Tuesday 
February 

20 

Rabbi Dan Fink leads a discussion about respecting others’ 
viewpoints:  A Jewish guide on how to disagree about policy, 
politicians, recent social movements, synagogue life, and more.  
He will share an approach called “Mahloket Matters: How to 
Disagree Constructively, The Sanhedrin Way.”   

 

THE POLITICS OF LANGUAGE:   
Why saying what you mean is harder than you think! 

Tuesday 
March 6 

Gail Shuck, a Linguistics professor at Boise State University, will lead a discussion about 
how words evolve to reflect political trends, arguments, and viewpoints. How does our 
language affect our ability to reasonably and comfortably discuss politics? What language 
challenges do we face in this context? Dr. Shuck will be joined by Janet Kaufman, Michal 
Temkin Martinez, and Huda Shaltry. Our panelists are all students of language, intrigued 
by the effect of words on our communication, perception, and mood.  

 

SYNAGOGUE AND STATE:   
Politics (or not?) at the Bimah 

Tuesday 
March 20 

Our Bimah has traditionally been a place where political opinions can be voiced, political 
persuasion can be leveled, elected officials are often called to task, and the hot buttons of 
social challenges are not off-limits. Why is this true in our Jewish sanctuary, and should it 
be? What parts of our history, teachings, experiences, and local practice make this our 
policy?  What do you think about it?  Rabbi Dan Fink will lead a discussion about whether, 
and why, we should separate our views on government from our gatherings and rituals.  

 

 


