
TORAH THOUGHTS – OUR CHAPTER IN THE BOOK OF LIFE 

I was elated to be with you on Rosh Hashanah - it was joyous! Now we look forward to Yom 

Kippur, when we forgive ourselves and others. Here is a true story to set the tone for the holiest 

day of the Jewish year.  

In 1888, Alfred Nobel, the man who invented dynamite, read his own obituary in the morning 

paper. His brother had died but the journalist mistakenly listed Alfred as the deceased. He was 

shocked to read his legacy – he would be remembered as “the dynamite king” who made his 

fortune from explosives. At that moment he dedicated his largess to awarding five annual prizes 

in physics, chemistry, medicine, literature, and peace. From a fortunate error, the Nobel prize 

was conceived.   

On this Rabbi Jonathan Sacks wrote, “The question Yom Kippur forces on us is not so much, 

‘Will we live?’ but ‘How will we live?’ For what would we wish to be remembered?”  

On Yom Kippur we begin a new chapter in our Book of Life, not held captive by the past. What 

will yours be?  

G’mar Chatimah Tovah – May we be sealed in the Book of Life for blessings in 5780, the new 

year!! 

Rabbi Pont 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

1. Social Action Food Drive: Our congregation is once again asking for donations of 

non-perishable food for Fulfill NJ, the Community Foodbank of Monmouth and 

Ocean Counties. Bags will be distributed on the seats for you to fill with donation 

items, and bins are set up in the lobby of each building to collect the donations.   

2. It is customary to wear non-leather shoes on the holiday.  

3. On Yom Kippur, we remember those murdered during the Holocaust. If you 

visited Europe, including sites related to the war, and would like to share a brief 

reflection on Yom Kippur with the congregation about your experience, please 

contact Rabbi Pont at 732-536-2300 or rabbipont@mjcnj.com. 

4. MEET MJC'S ISRAEL DEFENSE FORCES (IDF) LONE SOLDIER ON YOM 

KIPPUR!  

Max Shafran, son of Sandi and Howard, is home for a few weeks. He's been serving 

in the IDF for almost a year. Max will speak about his experience on Yom Kippur 

afternoon, October 9, 3:30 - 4:15 pm. He will also answer questions. All are welcome 

- bring your kids! In honor of Max, we are raising funds for the Lone Soldier Center 

in Jerusalem, which supports young men and women with food, programming and 

more both during and after their time in the IDF. Please go to their page to donate and 

thank you! https://lonesoldiercenter.com/donate19. 
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