
TORAH THOUGHTS – THE BEAUTY OF TREES 

This Monday is the Jewish New Year for the Trees, or Tu Bishevat in Hebrew. Trees are 

meaningful in our tradition – a biblical text compares the Torah to a tree! “It is a Tree of Life for 

those who hold fast to it, and all of its supporters are happy.” (Proverbs 3:18) In worship, we 

chant a familiar melody to this text whenever we return the Torah scroll to the Ark.  

Try this quiz on trees and Judaism, from the Jewish National Fund (JNF). 

1. According to a midrash or biblical legend, the tree of knowledge of good and evil in the 

Garden of Eden was an __________ tree.  

2. The first tree to bloom in Israel in the spring is the ________ tree. 

3. According to a midrash, the ________ tree takes 70 years to bear fruit. 

4. In the popular phrase, “a land of milk and honey” the honey is not made by bees, rather 

it’s made from what fruit? 

5. According to Psalm 93, elderly people who continue to be productive are like the ______ 

Cedar of Lebanon which bears fruit even in old age.  

Check your answers at the end of this column!  

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

1. In May of 2019, we planted our own Tree of Life on the front lawn, in response to the 

shooting in Pittsburgh and other tragedies.  

2. Tu Bishevat is also a holiday of environmental awareness. For more information go to the 

Coalition on the Environment and Jewish Life at www.coejl.net 

3. I am proud that MJC supports JNF! Join us at the annual JNF of Central Jersey Breakfast 

for Israel on Sunday, March 22. Register at www.jnf.org/gardenstate. I’ll be there - feel 

free to request to sit at my table!  

Shalom,  

Rabbi Pont 

ANSWERS: 1. Apple, fig, or etrog; 2. Almond; 3. Carob; 4. Date; 5. Cedar.  

http://www.coejl.net/

