
TORAH THOUGHTS – MJC’S TREE OF LIFE 

Our annual Shabbat Under the Stars last Friday was sensational: perfect weather, two b’nai 

mitzvah and their families, wonderful music and ruach (spirit), and a huge crowd from young 

children to seniors. A highlight was the dedication of our “Tree of Life” (Etz Hayim in Hebrew) 

that we planted in response to the many acts of violence perpetrated in recent months. It is on the 

front lawn, next to the Marlboro Jewish Center sign. Children placed rocks at the tree’s base, 

while volunteers read the following verses of peace from our tradition.  

1. … and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks; 

nation shall not lift sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore. (Isaiah 

2:4) 

 

2. Rabbi Shimon ben Gamliel used to say, “The world stands on three things – on truth, on 

justice, and on peace.” (Avot 1:18) 

 

3. God will grant His people strength and bless His people with peace. (Psalm 29:11) 

 

4. “When you come near to a city to fight against it, first proclaim shalom to it” 

(Deuteronomy 20:10).  

 

5. Pray for the peace of Jerusalem … 

Peace be within thy walls, and prosperity within thy palaces. 

For my brethren and companions' sakes, I will now say: 'Peace be within thee.' (Psalm 

122:6-8) 

 

6. May the LORD bless you and keep you. May the LORD make His face to shine upon you 

and be gracious to you. May the LORD lift up His countenance upon you and give you 

peace. (Book of Numbers 6:24-26) 

 

7. May the One who makes peace in the heavens, make peace for all of us, and for all of 

Israel, and for all of humanity. (Liturgy) 

I hope that our tree and these verses will serve as a reminder that peace is a supreme Jewish 

value.  

Shabbat shalom,  

Rabbi Pont 
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