
TORAH THOUGHTS – VOTE FOR RELIGIOUS FREEDOM IN ISRAEL 

Ever since the giving of the Torah at Mount Sinai, we have striven to understand it. This ongoing 

conversation is at the heart of Judaism itself. Namely, we value diverse interpretations, founded 

on reason, desire, and commitment to Torah values.  

Therefore, I am passionate about religious pluralism, or multiple acceptable forms of Jewish 

expression. Religious extremism, on the other hand, has done and is doing great damage, both in 

Israel and worldwide.  

Right now, we have a unique opportunity to support Masorti, our kind of Judaism in Israel. Once 

every five years, elections are held for representatives to the World Zionist Congress, which are 

this October. A vote for MERCAZ USA (Slate #6) will garner more than $3 million of Israel-

related funding for Conservative/Masorti Jewish institutional growth and vitality.  

Voting takes only a few minutes: simply go to mercaz2020.org for instructions.  

Please vote Mercaz USA. You can make a huge difference in the effort to promote Jewish 

continuity. Watch this video to learn more: https://vimeo.com/377461410 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

1. Did you know that over two million people identify with our Conservative/Masorti 

Movement? That’s 1.2 million in the United States and the rest worldwide, in some 800 

communities!  

2. My colleague Rabbi Alan Silverstein wrote, “Masorti Judaism balances both Tradition 

and Change; it balances both classic wisdom and modern scientific truths, both sacred 

study and historical and critical scholarship. Masorti Judaism is non-judgmental. It 

welcomes all Jews into our ranks, regardless of their current level of religious 

observance on "a ladder of commitments." We are enablers for Jews striving toward 

religious growth. Masorti Judaism is both committed to traditional beliefs and validates 

theological grappling, doubts, growth and lapses. We see the journey of faith as non-

linear, rather as an ebb and flow in response to illumination and to life experiences.”     

3. Discuss the notion of religious pluralism, including the statement above. Do you agree 

that it is critical for Jewish vitality?  

4. Engage with Israel in the following ways 

a. Join me at the annual AIPAC Policy Conference, March 1-3. www.aipac.org.  

b. Join me at the Jewish National Fund of Central Jersey Breakfast on Sunday, 

March 22nd. www.jnf.org/gardenstate 

c. Join me in Israel! October 29-November 8, 2020. https://israeltour.com/tour-

item/mjcnj/ 

Shalom,  

Rabbi Pont 
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