
TORAH THOUGHTS – MARCH AGAINST HATE 

The prophet Isaiah declared, “For Israel’s sake I will not remain silent …” (62:1) In this spirit, 

we must continue to speak out against antisemitic acts. On Sunday, thousands rallied in New 

York in support of the Jewish community. MJC members Lance and Brenda Adelson were there, 

and Lance wrote the following reflection.  

“This past Sunday I attended, along with an estimated 25,000 other people, the “No Hate No 

Fear” Solidarity March sponsored by the UJA-Federation of NY and Jewish Community 

Relations Council of New York.  I had no idea what the turn out for this event would be since it 

was organized in haste and was announced only days before the march.   But when we arrived at 

Foley Square in Lower Manhattan just before the kickoff of the event, the square was packed.  

We heard groups singing Hebrew songs.  Signs were everywhere.  Some told of which cities, 

other than New York, many had come from.  Some told of why we had come.  To stand up and 

stand together against anti-Semitism.  Yes it was cold and windy.  And yes the mass of humanity 

took forever to get over the Brooklyn Bridge.  But those who attended whether Orthodox, 

Conservative, Reform, Secular or not Jewish did make a statement – we will all stand up against 

hate and we will not be intimidated.” Lance and Brenda marched with their daughter Beth, who 

posted on Instagram: “(I cried) tears of joy … and sorrow. It is sad that we … need to rally 

together due to something so horrible … But I was blown away by how many people turned out 

to support this community – my community.” 

I am grateful to Lance and to Beth for sharing their words, and we need to continue the 

conversation. Join us for a forum on antisemitism on Friday night, January 17, during 8:15 pm 

services. It will feature Joseph Probasco, President of the Jewish Community Centers and 

Federation of Tampa. 

Shalom,  

Rabbi Pont 

 

 


