
TORAH THOUGHTS – SUKKOT 

 

We just celebrated Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur and they were wonderful! Yet the 

season of simcha, Jewish joy, is not over. We are in the midst of Sukkot, the seven-day 

fall festival.  The historical basis is explained in the Torah.  God commanded us, 

“Basukkot tayshvu shivat yamim …” “You shall live in booths (sukkot) for seven days … 

in order that future generations may know that I made the Israelites live in booths when I 

brought them out of Egypt…” (Leviticus 23:42-3)  For our ancestors it had an 

agricultural element as well, marking the end of the harvest before winter.  While we are 

not full-time farmers, still we can thank God for fresh produce.   

 

A sukkah is meant to be temporary. The sukkah should be outdoors, unobstructed so that 

the sky can be seen, and the roof of branches should allow for more shade than sunlight.  

We have sukkot here at the synagogue and at the Chai building, and some congregants 

build their own at home. Tonight, Cantor and Ari Teplitz are hosting “S’mores in the 

Sukkah” for families with young children. Also tonight, the Men’s Club has “Sports 

Night in the Sukkah (on Dining Room).” On Sunday, visit the Pont “Mega Sukkah” for 

treats and fun! See the weekly email and e-blasts for more information.  

 

Why should we leave the security of our brick homes and sit outside, vulnerable to the 

elements?  The sukkah is a reminder of Israel’s time in the wilderness, which was a time 

of closeness to God; our food, clothing, and shelter was provided. (See Deuteronomy 8:3-

4) Thus we go into the sukkah and remember that God is still with us. While our homes, 

technology and wealth do make us powerful, it cannot top the comfort we feel when we 

trust in God. Yesterday’s rain and today’s wind are further reminders that life is fragile. 

Rabbi Mordechai Kaplan wrote that being in the sukkah allows us to detach from 

everyday life and reevaluate it.   

 

The holiday Shemini Atzeret is Sunday night and Monday – Yizkor is said at evening and 

morning services. Monday night and Tuesday is Simchas Torah – again check your email 

for details.  

 

Shalom,  

 

Rabbi Michael Pont 

 

 


