
Torah Thoughts 

This week marked the English yahrzeit of the horrific shooting at the Tree of Life synagogue in 

Pittsburgh. The attack led to the death of 11 Jewish congregants, the deadliest anti-Semitic attack in 

America’s history. Since this event, we at Marlboro Jewish Center have experienced a rise in security, 

changing our atmosphere on a daily basis in both buildings.  

However, this is sadly not the worst anti-Semitic attack in Jewish world history. Just as we would at any 

yahrzeit, it is important to reflect on how anti-Semitism affects us, whether daily or through our shared 

history. From tasteless joking to vandalism to shootings to mass murder, we are not immune to the 

struggles our families have faced over time.  

Growing up in Israel, we experienced security issues. Our security has been a regular system, not due to 

occasional anti-Semitic events, but due to regular terror attacks on Jewish civilians. As an officer in the 

Israeli army, it is my duty to “warn” you of the dangers of taking our situation for granted. As time 

passes after a tragedy, it becomes easy to move forward when we feel safe. We are fortunate to have 

the resources to provide security in two buildings thanks to your support in hiring local officers from our 

incredible Marlboro Police Department. As we begin a new year of Torah reading and reflection this 

Shabbat, I encourage everyone to think about the last year and to appreciate the safety we have built 

without taking it for granted. 

I'm curious to know what you think: In the story of creation, G-d promises the physical world to 

humanity, giving us full control over the plants and animals, and therefore each other. How can you help 

make this world feel safer through communication? How can we be a model synagogue and community 

for others? Do you feel responsible for other Jews? Do you feel responsible for other humans in 

general? 

Shabbat Shalom, 

Rabbi Koas 

 


