
“Veshinantam Levanecha” – “You should teach these words to your children.” These words 

come from the Ve’ahavta paragraph of our most important prayer, the Shema. It instructs Jewish 

parents to educate their children and pass along the unbroken chain of thousands of years of 

Torah and tradition.  

When you think about it critically, this is an amazing concept. Even in the relatively early history 

of the Jewish people, there existed the foresight to maintain our sense of peoplehood. By truly 

believing in the values of education, we have managed to not only survive for thousands of 

years, but also maintain our traditions and, ultimately, thrive. 

I fear that sometimes we are forgetting the value of education. God instructs us to teach our 

children, and especially in times like these, it is up to all of us to live up to that standard. If you 

want your children to continue to be active members of the Jewish people, then you must set the 

example. I encourage you all to instill a love of Judaism in your children and continue to send 

them to High Hebrew School after their Bar/Bat Mitzvahs. But more than that, I encourage you 

to lead by example. If you are involved in our community, they will be too!  

The word Veshinantam implies more than simply teaching. If the Torah wanted to say “teach it 

to your children,” it could have used the far more common verb, Vetelamadu. Instead, by using 

the Veshinantam, we are led to understand that this is far more important than merely teaching. It 

implies that you should teach the children well enough that they will want to continue on their 

own with the Jewish tradition in the future.  

The way I read it, the Shema is telling us to slow down and focus on long-term education. 

Especially in our world of fast food, fast computers, and endless pursuit of pleasure, this phrase 

of the Shema is telling us to slow down and apply ourselves to long lasting truth and morality. 

Veshinantam – teach diligently – slowly, methodically and strategically. And most importantly, 

teach by example. 

What do you think? How should we teach our children and pass on tradition?  Should we all 

teach our children by example? What does it even mean? Do you ever stop and think about it? 

How can we preserve the Jewish future (basically, do you want Jewish grandchildren)? Please 

share your thoughts with me! 

Let us all strive to live by Jewish example in our daily lives.  

Shabbat Shalom, 

Rabbi Koas 

 

 


