
We are blessed in our community to have reached the time of year that is full of reasons to 

celebrate. To all our students who graduated from high school, I want to wish you a huge 

congratulations and mazal tov!  

Graduating from high school an important transition and major milestone in anyone’s life. 

Though you are still teenagers, you are now able to become your own person. As you move 

away from home and head to college, you’ll now have new experiences, meet new people, and 

learn more about yourselves. It’s a time that can lead to amazing growth and transformation! But 

at the same time, it’s so important to find balance and never forget where you come from. As we 

celebrate, let’s remember our bright past and at the same time look forward to an even brighter 

future.  

Now I know that many of you may be unsure about what the future holds. Here’s a secret: that’s 

okay! Just keep being yourselves and following your passions; I’ve seen for myself just how 

strong so many of you are. I’ve seen how hard you work at school, how much you’ve learned 

and how much you care. I know you are all setting yourselves up for success down the road.  

To the parents, my thoughts are with you too. I know you may not be quite ready to let go. 

Having seen two of my children leave home and go on their way, I know how it can be a 

bittersweet time of mixed emotions. I encourage you to find some time for reflection and 

preparation! Support your children on their exciting new adventures, give them space, but at the 

same time, remind them that you love them and will always be there for them, even if they are no 

longer kids.  

I want to leave you all with a blessing, popularized by the well-known Jewish singer and 

songwriter Debbie Friedman:  

“May your eyes shine with the light of Torah 

And your face be radiant as the brightness of the sky 

May your lips speak words of wisdom, 

And may the world you live in be the world of your dreams.” 

If you have some time,  I’m curious to know what you think; How do you see graduation? Is it 

an end or a beginning? What does it mean? Do you ever stop and think about it about the time 

that you graduated? How do we recognize graduation in a Jewish way? Please share your 

thoughts with me! 

Shabbat Shalom and mazal tov once again!  

Rabbi Koas 


