
TORAH THOUGHTS – A MEMORIAL DAY PRAYER 

The U.S. has a robust military, and we thank soldiers in various ways. Nevertheless, 
many if not most Americans are not impacted by war in part because they do not have 
soldiers in their families. Is this why Memorial Day, by and large, is a vacation day in 
our country? This year let’s show gratitude to those who serve and protect this nation. 
The following was composed by my colleague Rabbi Gerald C. Skolnik of The Forest 
Hills Jewish Center.  

A PRAYER FOR AMERICA’S MILITARY PERSONNEL  

Ribbono Shel Olam! Sovereign of the Universe! 

We invoke your blessings upon the members of our American military forces, those 
brave men and women whose courage and commitment to that for which this country 

stands protects us all. 

Whether by air, land or sea, in the mountains of Afghanistan, the cities and deserts of 
Iraq, or wherever their orders take them, we ask, dear God, that they be protected 

within your sheltering presence. Shield them from harm and from pain, assuage their 
loneliness, and sustain their faith in the face of the formidable enemies that they 

confront daily. 

May all their efforts be crowned with victory, and the assurance that we who depend 
on their courage appreciate and understand the great difficulty of their work. 

Most of all, we pray what for all soldiers is the ultimate prayer- that they be privileged 
to return to the loving arms of their families and a grateful country safely, speedily, 
and in good health. Because of their courage, may we all be privileged to know and 

savor the blessings of true peace and security. Amen. 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

MJC hosts the Jewish War Veterans Post 972, named for 2nd Lieutenant Seth Dvorin of 
East Brunswick, who died at the age of 24 while serving in Iraq. They have monthly 
meetings and regional events. They also support veterans of the Menlo Park Memorial 
Home and speak to youth on being a Jewish serviceman. Come and see their JWV 
Room, honorably decorated, across from my office.  

To learn more, go to www.jwv.org.  

Shabbat shalom,  

Rabbi Pont 

http://www.jwv.org/

