
TORAH THOUGHTS – REFLECTIONS ON AIPAC 

This past Sunday through Tuesday, I was in Washington, DC for the annual American Israel 

Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC) conference. 18,000 Americans came together to hear from 

political leaders and policy analysts. I heard from heads of state (Estonia, Congo, Serbia), 

Congressional Republicans and Democrats, and the Vice President. I attended sessions that 

highlighted cooperation between Israel and its Arab neighbors, including the Palestinians. There 

were also programs for clergy and their families, where I connected with several colleagues. 

Finally, I learned about the amazing technology and initiatives of the Jewish state. I look forward 

to sharing more about all of this in the coming months.  

Here is AIPAC’s mission statement. The mission of AIPAC is to strengthen, protect and promote the U.S.-

Israel relationship in ways that enhance the security of the United States and Israel. AIPAC’s staff and citizen 

activists educate decision makers about the bonds that unite the United States and Israel and how it is in America’s 

best interest to help ensure that the Jewish state is safe, strong and secure. Cooperation between the two countries is 

advantageous for both nations. As America's bipartisan pro-Israel lobby, AIPAC urges all members of Congress to 

support Israel through foreign aid, government partnerships, joint anti-terrorism efforts and the promotion of a 

negotiated two-state solution—a Jewish state of Israel and a demilitarized Palestinian state. 

Starting last Shabbat and for all the next few weeks, we read Torah portions that deal with the 

building of the Mishkan or holy Tabernacle. Like any large construction project, the Tabernacle 

required a great deal of funding. And, like every Jewish communal leader, Moses appealed to the 

people for donations of all types of materials. Unlike most Jewish appeals, this one was so 

successful that Moses had to ask the people to stop bringing their donations.  

The Israelites’ gifts to the Tabernacle came from many types of people in the form of jewelry 

and personal possessions. Not everyone was able to make the same contribution, but they came 

together to build a Tabernacle. Their unity was built upon diversity.  

That’s how I felt at the conference. The 18,000 delegates were of multiple races, religions, 

political affiliations and backgrounds. Nevertheless, we were unified in supporting the U.S. – 

Israel relationship.  

To learn more about AIPAC, go to www.aipac.org.  

Shabbat shalom,  

Rabbi Pont 

 

https://www.aipac.org/sitecore/service/notfound.aspx?item=web%3a%7b407715AF-6DB4-4268-B6F8-36D3C6F241AA%7d%40en
https://www.aipac.org/learn/legislative-agenda/agenda-display/archive/support-direct-negotiations-not-imposed-solutions
https://www.aipac.org/learn/legislative-agenda/agenda-display/archive/support-direct-negotiations-not-imposed-solutions
http://www.aipac.org/

