
Spotlight   on….   You   Can’t   Handle   the   Truth!   

Background:   

Parashat   Vayigash   finds   Yosef   and   his   brothers   in   a   moment   of   major   tension   and   upset.   
Binyamin   has   been   accused   of   stealing   the   goblet,   and   Yosef   is   threatening   to   imprison   him.   
The   parsha   ends   on   a   cliffhanger,   and   we   do   not   know   if   Yosef   will   heed   Yehuda’s   plea   to   let   
Binyamin   go.     

In   the   first   pasuk   of   Parashat   Vayigash,   Yehuda   approaches   Yosef   to   speak   in   44:18:   

ה׃   י  ָכ֖מֹו�  ְּכַפְרֹעֽ �  ִּכ֥ ַחר  ַאְּפ֖�  ְּבַעְבֶּד֑ י  ְוַאל־ִי֥ א  ַעְבְּד֤�  ָדָב֙ר  ְּבָאְזֵנ֣י  ֲאֹדִנ֔ י  ֲאֹדִנ֒י  ְיַדֶּבר־ָנ֨ ה  ַוּיֹאֶמ֮ר  ִּב֣ יו  ְיהּוָד֗ ׁש   ֵאָל֜  ַוִּיַּג֨

Then   Yehuda   went   up   to   him   and   said,   “Please,   my   lord,   let   your   servant   speak   with   you.   Do   not   
become   angry   with   your   servant,   you   who   are   the   equal   of   Pharaoh.   

In   the   verses   that   follow,   Yehuda   tells   Yosef   the   story   of   his   family   and   explains   that   they   must   
return   with   Binyamin   because   their   father   has   already   had   one   son   (Yosef)   killed.   Yehuda   tells   
the   story   in   a   way   that   causes   Yosef   to   become   consumed   with   his   emotions   and   reveal   his   
identity   to   his   brothers.   This   then   begs   the   question   -   why   does   Yehuda   open   this   story   by   
asking   Yosef   not   to   become   angry   at   what   Yehuda   is   going   to   say?   Why   would   Yosef   be   angry?  

The   commentaries   offer   two   different   explanations.     

Rashi   says   “ ִמָּכאן  ַאָּתה  ָלֵמד  ֶׁשִּדֵּבר  ֵאָליו  ָקׁשֹות”   -   from   here   we   learn   that   Yehuda   spoke   to   Yosef   
harshly.     

Seforno   says   “ ּבאמרי  אליך  שאתה  ּגרמּת  זאת  התּקלה  על  ּכרחנו”   -   Do   not   get   angry   when   I   [Yehuda]   tell   
you   [Yosef]   that   you   are   unintentionally   going   to   cause   major   damage   to   our   family.     

Questions:   

1. According   to   Rashi’s   explanation,   why   would   Yosef   get   angry   at   Yehuda?   What   does   this   
teach   us   about   what   Yehuda   said?   

2. According   to   Sforno’s   explanation,   why   would   Yosef   get   angry   at   Yehuda?   What   does   
this   teach   us   about   what   Yehuda   said?   

3. According   to   Rashi’s   position,   what   is   the   reason   that   people   get   angry   at   other   people   
when   they   speak?   How   does   this   differ   from   Sforno’s   approach?   

4. Additional   thought   question:    Rashi’s   approach   implies   that   Yehuda   speaking   the   truth   in   
a   gentle   way   would   not   warrant   Yosef   becoming   upset.   Have   you   ever   gotten   upset   with   
someone   for   what   they   said,   even   if   they   didn’t   say   it   in   a   harsh   way?   

BONUS   QUESTION!!!!!   Find   another   place   in   the   Torah   where   the   word   ויגש  is   used.   Does   this   
usage   have   any   similarity   to   the   way   the   word   is   used   in   our   parsha?   Email   your   answer   to   
MaharatRuth@ostns.org    to   win   ice   cream!   
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