
Spotlight on…..Who Wrote the End of the Torah? 
 
On Simchat Torah we read Vezot HaBracha, which is the final parsha of the Torah. Even 
though Simchat Torah is a happy holiday, the final parsha is actually very sad. Moshe gives a 
final bracha to each of the tribes, and then God shows him all of the Land of Israel. In 34:5 
Moshe dies, and the final 8 psukim of the Torah tell us about how the nation buried him and 
mourned for him. These psukim present a big challenge for us because our tradition teaches 
that Moshe wrote the Torah - but if so who wrote the last psukim that talk about his death??  
 
The gemara on Bava Batra 15a presents two opinions: 
 

A. This point is subject to a tannaitic dispute, as it is taught in another baraita: “And Moses 
the servant of the Lord died there” (Deuteronomy 34:5); is it possible that after Moses 
died, he himself wrote “And Moses died there”? Rather, Moses wrote the entire Torah 
until this point, and Joshua wrote from this point forward; this is the statement of Rabbi 
Yehuda.  

 
B. Rabbi Shimon said to him: Is it possible that the Torah scroll was missing a single 

letter? But it is written: “Take this Torah scroll” (Deuteronomy 31:26) indicating that the 
Torah was complete as is and that nothing further would be added to it [meaning, we 
already have a reference to a complete Torah scroll while Moshe is still alive, which 
means it was finished before he died]. Rather, until this point the Holy One, Blessed be 
God, dictated and Moses repeated after God and wrote the text. From this point forward, 
with respect to Moses’ death, the Holy One, Blessed be God, dictated and Moses wrote 
with tears. 

 
Questions: 

1. According to Rabbi Yehuda, Joshua wrote the final 8 psukim of the Torah. Does this 
opinion surprise you? Why? 

2. According to Rabbi Shimon, Moshe wrote the entire Torah, including the final 8 psukim. 
How were the final 8 psukim different than the rest of the Torah that Moshe wrote? 

3. How do you imagine that Rabbi Yehuda and Rabbi Shimon each felt when reading the 
end of the Torah? Which position speaks more to you? 

 
BONUS QUESTION!!!! 
Devarim 34:10 tells us that Moshe was unique among the prophets of Israel. Do you recognize 
the Hebrew words in this pasuk? Where does a similar version of these words appear in a song 
that we sing in shul? Email your answer MaharatRuth@ostns.org to win a free ice cream! 
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