
Spotlight on….Rain! 
Background 
This week’s parsha is called Ha’azinu. It comes from the word ozen, or ear, and refers to 
Moshe’s declaration that his words be listened to. The parsha opens with Moshe saying: 

י׃  ַהֲאִז֥ינּו ַהָּׁשַמִ֖ים ַוֲאַדֵּבָ֑רה ְוִתְׁשַמ֥ע ָהָאֶ֖רץ ִאְמֵרי־פִֽ

Give ear, O heavens, let me speak; Let the earth hear the words I utter! 

ֶׂשב׃  ַיֲעֹר֤ף ַּכָּמָטר֙ ִלְקִח֔י ִּתַּז֥ל ַּכַּט֖ל ִאְמָרִת֑י ִּכְׂשִעיִר֣ם ֲעֵלי־ֶדֶׁ֔שא ְוִכְרִביִב֖ים ֲעֵלי־עֵֽ

May my words come down as the rain, My speech distill as the dew, Like showers on young 
growth, Like droplets on the grass 

Questions 

1. Who is Moshe telling to listen to his words? Does this surprise you? Who might you think 
he should speak to? 

2. What metaphor does Moshe use to describe how his words will be heard? What image 
does this create in your mind? 

3. Read the Chizkuni’s comment below. How does he understand the water metaphor?  
4. If you had to pick a new metaphor to describe how you listen to important words, what 

would it be? 

Chizkuni 

“may my discourse come down as rain;” the words that I am 
going to address to you are not meaningless, but just as the 
value of the rain when it comes down to earth is not immediately 
visible and felt as a benefit, nonetheless eventually it is 
responsible for the growing and ripening of the fruit on the trees, 
and its benefit becomes evident.” 
An alternate interpretation of Moses’ introductory comments: 
may it be the Lord’s will that my words will not return to me 
empty, but that they will grow like fruit in your hearts and in the 
hearts of all those who listen to them. May they act like the dew 
on the earth which promotes the growth of the grain crops. 

 יערף כמטר לקחי דברים שאני
 אומר לכם אינם דברים בטלים

 אלא כשם שהמטר יורד ואין
 הנאתו וטיבו נכרין ונראין וסוף

 שמגדל פירות, אף כך לקחי
  ואמרתי.

 ד״א לשון תפלה הוא יהי רצון
 שלא ישובו דברי ריקם אלא

 יעשו פירות בלבות השומעים
 כמעשה המטר והטל בארץ

 להולידה ולהצמיחה.
 
BONUS QUESTION! Read the 3rd pasuk in our parsha. Does it sound familiar? Where in 
davening do we say it? Email your answer to MaharatRuth@ostns.org to win a free ice cream! 

mailto:MaharatRuth@ostns.org

