
Parashat Shoftim outlines a lot of the laws about how to judge people fairly. Before you read the parsha 
have a short talk as a family - what do you think makes a society fair? What makes people feel that they 
are not being treated fairly? Do you have an example from your own life when you felt like you weren’t 
treated fairly? 

Aliyah 1: 16:18-7:13 
1. 16:19 lists three different ways that a judge could act in the wrong way. What types of behaviors 

do you think are described by each? Why is it important to list all 3? 
2. 16:20 contains some of the most famous words in the Torah - צדק צדק תרדף - justice, justice shall 

you pursue. Why do you think so many people find these three words so powerful? 

Aliyah 2: 17:14-20 
1. This aliyah teaches us the laws of having a king. According to psukim 16-17, what can a king not 

have a lot of? Why?  
2. Rabbis over history have debated this aliyah and whether the Torah thinks having a king is a 

good or a bad thing. What do you think? Why? 

Aliyah 3: 18:1-5 
1. This aliyah reminds us that the Levi’im (including the kohanim) do not get any land to themselves 

in Israel, and instead have to live among the other tribes. Why do you think God made this law? 
2. What do the people have to give to the kohanim? Why? 
3. According to this, how do you think the kohanim and the people felt about each other? What do 

you think their relationship was like? 

Aliyah 4: 18:6-13 
1. 18:19 tells us that we may not imitate the practices of other nations in the land. According to 

psukim 10 and 11 what are those practices?  
2. Why do you think the Torah warns us about adopting these practices? 

Aliyah 5: 18:14-19:13 
1. The first half of this aliyah teaches us the laws about a real prophet and a false prophet. How do 

we know the difference between them? 
2. The second half of this aliyah instructs us to build arei miklat, or cities of refuge. Who are they 

for? 

Aliyah 6: 19:14-20:9 
1. The first half of this aliyah teaches us the laws of witnesses. How many witnesses do we need to 

testify? What is a false witness? What happens to them? 
2. The second half of the aliyah teaches us some laws of war. Who is exempt from being a soldier in 

battle? Why do you think that is? 

Aliyah 7: 20:10-21:9 
1. 20:19-20 teaches us the laws of trees during a time of war. What are the laws? What is the 

reason that the Torah gives us for them? 
2. The parsha ends with the ritual of the eglah arufah, or “the cow whose neck is broken.” This case 

is extremely important. Read it carefully, and think about - why does the Torah have this ritual? 
For whose benefit is it? 

Extra Question -What ethic does the eglah arufah ritual teach us? What could we do in our society today 
that would model this same ethic? Email your answer to MaharatRuth@ostns.org for a chance to win free 
ice cream!
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