
Ohev Community,

I hope that you had a great winter break, and that you are as
excited as I am for the upcoming probeh visits of our rabbinic
search final candidates.  We all share the same hope that one of
these candidates will lead our community for a long, prosperous
future.  Heading into the first probeh weekend, I wanted to share
five (5) easy ways we can all contribute to making each weekend
a big success!

1) BE THERE - Please participate in-person if you are able to 
do so, whether in the meals, Question & Answer period, or 
just coming to listen to a d’var torah.  This is the simplest way 
to get to know how a future leader might fit into the 
community!

2) KEEP AN OPEN MIND - While some of our candidates are 
well-traveled in the DC Jewish community, others may be 
new to you–which is great!  Think through and talk to your 
family and friends about the core qualities you value in a 
rabbinic leader and teacher, and use that lens to evaluate 
each visit!

3) LISTEN TO THOUGHTFUL QUESTIONS - Our Saturday 
night Q&A sessions are a great way to hear your most 
important issues addressed by the candidates. Please attend 
this session and you will also have an opportunity to view it 
online next week. 



4) WE ARE ALL THE HOSTS - The Search Committee has
worked hard on logistics for the probeh weekends, but each
member of Ohev Sholom has an insight, experience, or
lesson that makes up a valuable part of the community’s
past and present.  Share them with the candidates if you
have the opportunity, and let them know what kind of
community they might join!

5) LOOK FOR THE POSITIVE - The search process is long
and difficult for the candidates as well as for the community.
Only one rabbi will ultimately be offered a position with Ohev
Sholom, but each is an outstanding representative of the
Open Orthodox approach that has become our hallmark.
Regardless of how you rank the candidates in your surveys,
the shul and Modern Orthodoxy are fortunate and very
well-served by having choices like this one.  Let’s make sure
the candidates are feeling that appreciation throughout the
weekend!

Thank you again for your patience and resilience over the past 18
months of change and uncertainty.  We continue to grow stronger
as a shul, community, and institution, and we are well on the way
to welcoming our new rabbi this year.  Looking forward to seeing
you this weekend!

Andy




