
Spotlight on...Yosef’s Tunic 

 

Parashat Vayeishev begins the tumultuous story of Yosef and his brothers. The most well-

known symbol of Yaakov’s love of Yosef is the tunic, or the ִּֽים ס  נֶת פַּ  that he provides for ,כְּת ֹ֥

Yosef. The tunic is introduced in Chapter 37:3-4 

ים׃ ִּֽ ס  נֶת פַּ ָשה ֖לֹו כְּת ֹ֥ ְָּעֹ֥ ֹ֥ים ֖הּוא ֑לֹו ו ִּֽי־ֶבן־זְֻּקנ  יו כ  ָכל־ָבנָָ֔ ב ֶאת־יֹוֵס֙ף מ  ַ֤ ל ָאהַּ ָרֵאֵ֗  וְּי שְּ

Now Israel loved Joseph best of all his sons, for he was the child of his old age; and he had 

made him an ornamented tunic. 

ם׃וַּ  ָשלִּֽ ֹו לְּ רֹ֥ בְּ ֖לּו דַּ א יָכְּ נְּ֖אּו א ֑תֹו וְּלֹ֥ ִּֽי שְּ יו וַּ ָכל־ֶאָחָ֔ יֶה֙ם מ  ב ֲאב  ַ֤ ִּֽי־א ֞תֹו ָאהַּ יו כ  ֣אּו ֶאָחֵ֗  י רְּ

And when his brothers saw that their father loved him more than any of his brothers, they hated 

him so that they could not speak a friendly word to him. 

Questions: 

1. Based on the pshat (plain reading of the text), why did Yaakov make Yosef this tunic? 

What deeper message did this communicate to the rest of the brothers? 

2. The Seforno explains that Yaakov made Yosef the tunic to demonstrate that Yosef was 

 ,or the leader at home and in the fields. According to his explanation ,המנהיג בבית ובשדה

what deeper message did the tunic communicate to the rest of the brothers? 

3. Like the Seforno, the Kli Yakar agrees that Yaakov made Yosef the head of the family. 

However, he explains that the tunic was designed to look like the garments of the 

kohanim, because the oldest son also filled the role of kohen for the family (this cannot 

mean kohen in the literal sense, but rather as the family member whose role it was to 

serve God on behalf of the rest of the family.) According to his explanation, what deeper 

message did the tunic communicate to the rest of the brothers? 

4. In your opinion, do any of these 3 explanations help justify how the brothers reacted to 

Yosef? Why or why not? 

 

BONUS QUESTION!!!  While fans of Broadway know this tunic as the “technicolor dream coat,” 

its actual design is unclear and debated in the commentaries. Email MaharatRuth@ostns.org 

with one explanation of what the tunic looked like to win free ice cream! 
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