
Spotlight on...Leviim 
 

Background:  
Parashat BaMidbar contains the details of the census conducted of all of the Israelites in the 
desert. It is basically a big record of the numbers of Israelites in each tribe and clan. As we see 
in the third chapter, the Leviim were treated differently. Their job was to serve and protect the 
mishkan. They didn’t get any land of their own, and instead lived among the other tribes.  
There are a few different reasons given in the Torah for why the Leviim were different, and why 
their job was to serve Hashem. The reason that is given is that the Leviim were an exchange for 
every Israelite first born son, as we see in Bamidbar 3:12: 

I hereby take the Levites from among the Israelites in place 
of all the first-born, the first issue of the womb among the 
Israelites: the Levites shall be Mine. 

י  ם ִמּתֹו֙� ְּבֵנ֣ ְחִּתי ֶאת־ַהְלוִּיִ֗ י ִהֵּנ֧ה ָלַק֣ וֲַאנִ֞
ֶחם ִמְּבֵנ֣י  ֶטר ֶר֖ ַחת ָּכל־ְּב֛כֹור ֶּפ֥ ל ַּת֧ יְִׂשָרֵא֔

י ַהְלוִִּיֽם׃ יּו ִל֖ ל וְָה֥  יְִׂשָרֵא֑
 
We know from other places in the Torah that the first born of every species, both animal and 
human, were supposed to be given to Hashem. However, as we see here, the Leviim took the 
place of first born humans, so that families could keep their children. They would do so through 
redeeming their child from the Leviim (which we still do today as a pidyon haben.) Many 
societies had the custom that a child would be dedicated to the local religious center for service. 
Here we see that Hashem didn’t want us to follow this system and instead to have the Leviim for 
religious service. 
 
However, the next pasuk adds another reason: 
For every first-born is Mine: at the time that I smote every 
first-born in the land of Egypt, I consecrated every first-born 
in Israel, man and beast, to Myself, to be Mine, the LORD’s. 

י ִל֮י ָּכל־ּבְ  י ָכל־ְּב֜כֹור ִּכ֣ כֹו֒ר ְּביֹו֩ם ַהּכִֹת֨
י ָכל־ְּבכֹו֙ר  ְׁשִּתי ִל֤ יִם ִהְקַּד֨ ֶרץ ִמְצַר֗ ְּבֶא֣

י יְִה֖יּו ֲאִנ֥י  ה ִל֥ ם ַעד־ְּבֵהָמ֑ ל ֵמָאָד֖ ְּביְִׂשָרֵא֔
 ה':

This pasuk introduces another reason - that the Leviim represent the first borns not just to serve 
Hashem but because all of the first borns should have been slain by Hashem in Egypt! 
Therefore each first born is given to Hashem not just for service, but as a recognition that if 
Hashem hadn’t saved them they would have died.  
 
Questions: 

1. According to the first pasuk, what should we feel when we watch the Leviim serve 
Hashem? What does it represent for us? 

2. According to the second pasuk, what should we feel when we watch the Leviim serve 
Hashem? What does it represent for us? 

3. What might be some other reasons that there is a tribe dedicated to the purpose of 
serving Hashem? 

 


