
Spotlight on….The Golden Calf 
 
Background: 
This week’s parsha, Ki Tisa, tells the story of the sin of the Golden Calf. This sin is considered 
to be one of the two most egregious sins that the Jewish people have committed. Even though it 
clearly is a big deal, it’s not even clear what the sin was! And not only that, but Aharon even 
participates! So how are we supposed to understand what happened? 
 
Let’s look at what the Israelites did in the first pasuk of Chapter 32: 

When the people saw that Moses was so long in coming 
down from the mountain, the people gathered against 
Aaron and said to him, “Come, make us a god who shall go 
before us, for that man Moses, who brought us from the 
land of Egypt—we do not know what has happened to him. 

ֶדת ִמן־ ה ָלֶרַּ֣ ש מֶֹשֶׁ֖ ֵׁ֥ ם ִכִּֽי־בֹש  ְרא ָהָעָ֔ וַַיַּ֣
ל ָהָע   ר וַיִָקה ֵ֨ ן וַיֹאְמ֤רּו ָהָהָ֑ ֹֹ֗ ם ַעִּֽל־ַאֲהר

ְִּֽלכּ֙ו  ר י  ים ֲאֶש֤ נּו ֱאֹלִהֹ֗ ה־ָלַּ֣ ּום ׀ ֲעש  ָלי֙ו קַּ֣ א 
ר  יש ֲאֶש֤ ה ָהִאֹ֗ ה ׀ מֶֹשַּ֣ ינּו ִכי־ֶזַּ֣ ְלָפנ ָ֔

יָה  ְענּו ֶמה־ָהֵׁ֥ א יַָדֶׁ֖ יִם ֹלֵׁ֥ ֶרץ ִמְצַרָ֔ ֶאַּ֣ ֶהֱִּֽעָל֙נּ֙ו מ 
ֹו׃  לִּֽ

 
Here is Aharon’s response in psukim 2-5: 
 

Aaron said to them, “Take off the gold rings that are 
on the ears of your wives, your sons, and your 
daughters, and bring them to me.” And all the 
people took off the gold rings that were in their ears 
and brought them to Aaron. This he took from them 
and cast in a mold, and made it into a molten calf. 
And they exclaimed, “This is your god, O Israel, 
who brought you out of the land of Egypt!”  
When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it; 
and Aaron announced: “Tomorrow shall be a 
festival of the LORD!” 

ב ֲאֶש֙ר  י ַהָזָהָ֔ ַּ֣ ן ָפְִּֽרקּ֙ו נְִזמ  ָֹ֔ ֶה֙ם ַאֲהר אֶמר ֲאל  ֹ֤ וַי
י׃  ָלִּֽ יאּו א  ם וְָהִבֶׁ֖ יֶכָ֑ ם ּוְבנֹת  ם ְבנ יֶכֶׁ֖ יֶכָ֔ י נְש  ַּ֣ ְבָאְזנ 
ר  ב ֲאֶשַּ֣ י ַהָזָהֶׁ֖ ֵׁ֥ ם ֶאת־נְִזמ  וַיְִתָפְִּֽרקּ֙ו ָכל־ָהָעָ֔

ח ִמיָָדֹ֗  ן׃ וַיִַקַּ֣ ִֹּֽ יאּו ֶאִּֽל־ַאֲהר ם וַיִָבֶׁ֖ ַצר אֹתֹ֙ו ְבָאְזנ יֶהָ֑ ם וַָי֤
י֙ך  ֶלה ֱאֹלֶה֙ ֤ ּו א  אְמרָ֔ ַֹּ֣ ה וַי ָכָ֑ ֶגל ַמס  ַּ֣ הּו ע  ֶׁ֖ ִּֽיֲַעש  ֶרט ַו ַבֶחָ֔
ן  ָֹ֔ ְרא ַאֲהר יִם׃ וַַיַּ֣ ֶרץ ִמְצָרִּֽ ֶאֵׁ֥ ּוך מ  ר ֶהֱעלֶׁ֖ ל ֲאֶשֵׁ֥ יְִשָרא ָ֔
ג ַלה'  ר ַחֵׁ֥ ֲהרֹ֙ן וַיֹאַמָ֔ א ַאִּֽ יו וַיְִקָר֤ ַח ְלָפָנָ֑ ֶׁ֖ ֶבן ִמזְב  וִַיֵׁ֥

 ָמָחִּֽר׃

 
Questions: 

1. According to the first pasuk, the Israelites wanted to build a new god because they were 
worried. What was the source of their worry? How would a new god alleviate this 
concern? 

2. What were Aharon’s actions in response to the Israelites? Did he satisfy their concerns? 
3. Where did Aharon say in response to the Israelites? Does this correspond to his 

actions? 
4. Based on your answers to the first 3 questions, do you think Aharon did anything wrong? 

If so, what did he do wrong? Did he do anything right? 
 


