
Spotlight on...Oxen! 
 

Background: 
Parashat Mishpatim contains a series of civil and criminal laws to help govern Israelite 
society. Because the ancient Israelites were farmers in the land of Israel, it makes 
sense that a number of these laws are about the consequences of damaging another 
person’s field or animals. Today we will look at one possible situation - when an ox 
attacks a person and kills them (Exodus 21:28-30): 
 

Case 1 (28): When an ox gores a man or a woman to 
death, the ox shall be stoned and its flesh shall not be 
eaten, but the owner of the ox is not to be punished. 

ֹו ֶאת־ יש אׁ֥ ֹור ֶאת־ִאִ֛ ח שׁ֥ וְִכִֽי־יִג ַּ֨
ֹור  שּׁ֗ ל ה  ֹול יִָסק ֵ֜ ת ָסקַּ֨ ֵ֑ ה וָמ  ִאָשָּׁ֖
ל  ע  ׁ֥ א י ָאכ ל֙ ֶאת־ְבָש֔רֹו ּוב  וְלֹ֤

י׃ ֹור נִָקִֽ שָּׁ֖  ה 

Case 2 (29-30): If, however, that ox has been in the habit 
of goring, and its owner, though warned, has failed to 
guard it, and it kills a man or a woman—the ox shall be 
stoned and its owner, too, shall be put to death. 
If ransom is laid upon him, he must pay whatever is laid 
upon him to redeem his life. 

ם שֹו֩ר נ ָגַּ֨  ל וְִאִ֡ ּוא ִמְתמ ֹ֣ ח הֵ֜
א  ד ִבְבָעָלי֙ו וְלֹ֣ ֹ֤ ם וְהּוע  ִשְלש ּׁ֗

ה  ֹו ִאָשֵ֑ יש אֹ֣ ית ִאָּׁ֖ ִמׁ֥ ּנּו וְה  יְִשְמֶר֔
יו יּוָמִֽת׃ ל וְג ם־ְבָעָלָּׁ֖ שֹו֙ר יִָסק ֔  ה 

ן  ֙ן ִפְדי ֹ֣ יו וְנָת  ת ָעָלֵ֑ ֹ֣ ֶפר יּוש  ִאם־כ ָּׁ֖
יו׃ ת ָעָלִֽ ָּׁ֖ ל ֲאֶשר־יּוש   נ ְפ֔שֹו ְככ ׁ֥

 

Questions: 
1. Case 1 introduces us to a case that the rabbis of the gemara refer to as a shor 

tam, or an innocent ox. This is understood as an ox that is not known to have 
ever attacked a person before. If a shor tam kills a person then what happens to 
the animal, and its owner? Why do you think that is? 

2. Case 2 introduces us to a case that the rabbis of the gemara refer to as a shor 
muad, or an ox that already had attacked people three times and is therefore 
predisposed to violence. If a shor muad kills a person then what happens to the 
animal, and its owner? Why do you think that is? 

3. What is the punishment for the owner of a shor muad in verse 29? What 
stipulation does verse 30 add? Why do you think that the Torah adds this 
stipulation in verse 30? Does any of this surprise you? 

 

BONUS QUESTION: What do you call an ox from New Jersey? Email your answer to 
MaharatRuth@ostns.org to win ice cream! 
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