
Spotlight on…. Dogs! 
Background: 
Parashat Bo tells us of the last three of the ten plagues. In the fourth aliyah Moshe tells Pharaoh 
about the final plague, makat bechorot (the killing of the first born.) Moshe says: 

Moses said, “Thus says the LORD: Toward 
midnight I will go forth among the Egyptians, and 
every first-born in the land of Egypt shall die, 
from the first-born of Pharaoh who sits on his 
throne to the first-born of the slave girl who is 
behind the millstones; and all the first-born of the 
cattle. And there shall be a loud cry in all the land 
of Egypt, such as has never been or will ever be 
again; but not a dog shall snarl at any of the 
Israelites, at man or beast—in order that you 
may know that the LORD makes a distinction 
between Egypt and Israel. 

א  ֹּ֖ ִ֥י יֹוצ  יְָלה ֲאנ  ת ַהַלֶׁ֔ ֹֹּ֣ ר ה' ַכֲחצ ה ָאַמֹּ֣ ֹֹּ֖ ה כ אֶמר מֶֹשֶׁ֔ ֹֹּ֣ וַי
ְב֤כֹור  ְצַרי ֒ם מ  ֶרץ מ  ת ָכל־ְבכֹו֮ר ְבֶאֹּ֣ ֹּ֣ י ם׃ ּומ  ְצָרָֽ ֹוְך מ  ְבתִ֥

ר  ר ַאַחֹּ֣ ה ֲאֶשֹּ֖ ְפָחֶׁ֔ ֹור ַהש  ד ְבכֹּ֣ ֹו ַעַ֚ ב ַעל־כ ְסאֶׁ֔ ֹּ֣ ַפְרעֹ֙ה ַהיֹש 
ה ְבָכל־ָהר   ה ְגדָֹלֹּ֖ ה ְצָעָקִ֥ ָמָֽה׃ וְָהָֽיְָתָ֛ ֹור ְבה  ל ְבכִ֥ ֹֹּ֖ י ם וְכ ָחָ֑

ָֽף׃ א תֹס  הּו לִ֥ ֹֹּ֖ ָתה וְָכמ א נ ְהיֶָׁ֔ הּ֙ו לֹּ֣ ֹ֙ ר ָכמ י ם ֲאֶש֤ ְצָרָ֑ ֶרץ מ   ֶאֹּ֣
יש  ֹׁ֔נֹו ְלֵמִאִ֖ ֶלבֶּ֙ ְלש ֱֶֽחַרץ־ֶכֶּ֙ א ֶי ל לֹ֤ ל ׀ ְבֵנֹ֣י יְִשָרֵאֵ֗ ֹֹׁ֣ ּוְלכ

ַעןֶּ֙ ֵתֶֽדְ  ה ְלַמֶּ֙ יִם וְַעד־ְבֵהָמָ֑ ין ִמְצַרִ֖ ה ה' ֵבֵּ֥ ֔עּון ֲאֶשרֶּ֙ יְַפֶלֹ֣
ין יְִשָרֵאֶֽל׃  ּוֵבֵּ֥

As a huge dog fan, this pasuk sticks out to me. Why is the difference between the Egyptian and 
Israelite experience being described as having your first-born die vs not having a dog snarl at 
you? Why not just say that the Israelites will be safe and their first-borns won’t die? Why does 
Moshe talk specifically about dogs? 

The Toldot Yitzchak offers 3 explanations for the significance of the dogs not barking: 

פירוש שמן הראוי היה שינבחו לפי שהמכה היתה במשמרה שניה (1)ולכל בני ישראל לא יחרץ כלב לשונו 
עוד שהאיש שהולך בחפזון בלילה מנבחים הכלבים (2)  שהכלבים צועקים לזה אמר עם כל זה לא יחרץ כלב.
 עוד מלאך המות בעיר כלבים צועקים:(3) אחריו וכל שכן אם מקל בידו וכתיב ומקלכם בידכם.

1. The dogs should have been barking because the plague occurred during the 2nd watch 
of the night, which is when the dogs cry out. Therefore, the text specifies that the dogs 
will not bark.  

2. Additionally, if a man walks quickly at night the dogs bark at him, especially if he has a 
stick in his hand. The text says “This is how you shall eat it [the Pesach offering]: your 
loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it 
hurriedly (12:11).”  

3. When the Angel of Death is in the city the dogs bark.  

Questions: 

A. According to the first explanation, the meaning of the dogs not barking was that there 
was total silence for the Israelites during the plague of the first born (the Shadal says this as 
well.) What is the meaning of this silence? Why is it significant for the story? 
B. According to the 2nd explanation, the behavior of the Israelites should have upset the 
dogs and caused them to bark. What is the meaning of this silence? Why is it significant for the 
story? 
C. According to the 3rd explanation, the dogs should have barked because the Angel of 
Death was in Egypt (to kill the first borns). What is the meaning of this silence? Why is it 
significant for the story? 

BONUS QUESTION!!!!! What is the connection between this dog and our parsha? Email your 
answer to MaharatRuth@ostns.org to win free ice cream!  
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