
ROHATYN JEWISH HERITAGE

http://rohatynjewishheritage.org

Working to Recover Jewish Memory in Rohatyn

Day Tour - July 31, 2018

10.00 Arrival in Rohatyn. 

Begin walking tour at the historic rynok (Roksolana town square).

Proceed to historic prewar Jewish neighborhood: 350 years of a Jewish presence in Rohatyn

More information, including a history of the Jewish community (until the Shoah):

http://rohatynjewishheritage.org/en/history/browse-rohatyn-history/

Drive to Rohatyn's 16th century “old” Jewish cemetery

http://rohatynjewishheritage.org/
http://rohatynjewishheritage.org/en/history/browse-rohatyn-history/


Discussion of the history of the cemetery, its destruction by the Nazis, headstone recoveries in town 

(from roads, walkways, buildings), and future plans to rehabilitate the site as space of memory



More information:

http://rohatynjewishheritage.org/en/projects/old-jewish-cemetery/

Drive to Rohatyn's “new” Jewish cemetery - opened in the 1930s when the old cemetery was full

More information:

http://rohatynjewishheritage.org/en/projects/new-jewish-cemetery/

Drive to Rohatyn's South Mass Grave - site of the March 20, 1942 “aktion” with 3500 Jewish victims

Discusson about the aktion, the victims and witnesses, memorialization over the years, last summer's 

professional survey to determine size and boundaries, issues of illegal digging archaeology, and “other” 

aktions that ultimately destroyed Rohatyn's Jewish community, including mass graves at “vodokanal”, 

north of town (which we will not visit).

More information:

http://rohatynjewishheritage.org/en/projects/mass-grave-memorials/

http://rohatynjewishheritage.org/2018/01/update-north-mass-graves/

Results of the archaeolgists' survey:

http://rohatynjewishheritage.org/2017/12/mass-graves-survey-report/

http://rohatynjewishheritage.org/2017/12/mass-graves-survey-report/
http://rohatynjewishheritage.org/2018/01/update-north-mass-graves/
http://rohatynjewishheritage.org/en/projects/mass-grave-memorials/
http://rohatynjewishheritage.org/en/projects/new-jewish-cemetery/
http://rohatynjewishheritage.org/en/projects/old-jewish-cemetery/


13.00-13.30 Lunch

15.00 Visit to Rohatyn's 16th century UNESCO-listed Ukrainian wooden church and cemetery.

Time-permitting, walk through the wartime Jewish ghetto back to Roksolana Square

16.00 Return to Lviv

ABOUT US

Rohatyn Jewish Heritage (RJH) is a Ukrainian non-profit NGO organized in 2011 and registered in 

2016 to create and manage projects of Jewish heritage preservation, education, and communication, in 

the town of Rohatyn and in the region of western Ukraine. Ongoing projects include rehabilitation of 

desecrated Jewish cemeteries and recovery of displaced Jewish headstones, documentation and 

commemoration of mass grave sites, research and publication of local Jewish history and culture, and 

cross-cultural outreach and education programs. RJH partners with the City of Rohatyn, regional 

volunteer organizations and interested individuals, plus international NGOs and other

institutions, to reconnect Rohatyn's multicultural past to its modern life.

Our website is bi-lingual - English and Ukrainian:

http://rohatynjewishheritage.org/uk/

Summary of 2017 Projects:

http://rohatynjewishheritage.org/2017/12/annual-report-2017/

Interactive map of Jewish heritage sites in Rohatyn:

http://rohatynjewishheritage.org/en/maps/heritage-sites/

Marla Raucher Osborn is a former California attorney, now Chief Executive Officer of Rohatyn Jewish 

Heritage, a registered Ukrainian non-profit NGO based in Lviv. Marla has served on the Board of 

Gesher Galicia and is today an advisor to the Board on matters of Jewish heritage in historic Galicia.  

She also serves on the Board of Remembrance & Reconciliation, a U.S. non-profit that cares for the 

Przemyśl new Jewish cemetery. From 2015-2016 Marla worked at the Foundation for the Preservation 

http://rohatynjewishheritage.org/en/maps/heritage-sites/
http://rohatynjewishheritage.org/2017/12/annual-report-2017/
http://rohatynjewishheritage.org/uk/


of Jewish Heritage in Poland (FODZ), a Polish NGO based in Warsaw that cares for Jewish cemeteries 

and synagogues in Poland where today there are no surviving Jewish communities. Marla has written 

for many genealogy and heritage publications, and has lectured at schools, meetings, and conferences 

in the US, Israel, and Europe including Rohatyn. She made her first visit to Rohatyn in 2008 and today 

lives in Lviv with her husband. Marla’s beloved paternal grandmother was born in Rohatyn to a Jewish 

middle class assimilated family which had lived there for generations.

Jay Osborn is a former mechanical engineer for Sun Microsystems and Apple, and is now Program 

Manager of the registered Ukrainian non-profit NGO Rohatyn Jewish Heritage. Jay has served on the 

Board of Gesher Galicia, Inc., and is today Digital Map Manager of GG's online Map Room which 

presents more than 200 digitized large-scale historical maps of Galician towns, cities, and villages for 

genealogical, economic, and demographic analysis. Jay made his first to Rohatyn in 2008 and today 

lives in Lviv with his wife.


