
OSTNS Minyan Guidelines (Current as of 11/15/2020) 
 

Currently, there are two daily minyanim taking place at OSTNS: Shacharit at 8:00am (8:45am on 
Shabbat) and Mincha/Marriv 15 minutes before Sunset, located outside, behind the shul in the parking lot 
in a tent with open sides. Note: the alternate location due to severe weather will be in the sanctuary, with 
the entrance via Jonquil street and the exit located on 16th street. 
 

● All attendees will be required to a) sign a one-time waiver and b) sign up for individual minyanim 
through an online registration process, which includes certifying that they are exhibiting no 
COVID-19 symptoms or exposure to someone who is known to have COVID-19, and are 
compliant with current DC regulations regarding interstate travel. Links to these forms can be 
found at ostns.org/reopening. 
 

● The number of people allowed at each minyan is currently limited to tent and overflow parking-lot 
capacity which is 75 people; this will be enforced with required pre-registration. 
 

● Based on CDC guidance, anyone over the age of 65 or with underlying health conditions that put 
them at higher risk are strongly discouraged from participating in this group. Children who are 
unable to remain directly next to their parent or guardian for the duration of the service should not 
attend during this phase. Individuals who have traveled out of state must adhere to DC Health's 
guidance regarding appropriate reentry to communal activities upon return to the District.  
 

● Each weekday minyan will also be broadcast over Zoom so that anyone can join the minyan and 
say kaddish without being there in person. The Zoom links may be found at ostns.org/zoom.  
 

● Hand sanitizer will be provided at the entrance and exit and attendees are asked to use it. We 
ask all attendees to bring their own siddur, tefillin, tallit, and chumash if applicable. Attendees who 
wear tallit and tefillin should put them on prior to arriving at minyan as no tables or storage 
location will be available. 
 

● Face coverings (cloth mask, surgical mask) are required at all times.  Face shields are not sufficient. 
 

● Everyone must maintain at least 6 feet of distance from others at all times and have no physical 
contact with others, or with the Torah. Aliyot will be taken from one’s spot. 
 

● Social distant seating arrangements for households within the tent are marked by the location of 
the chairs, and attendees are asked to please not move chairs. In the sanctuary, alternate rows will 
be roped off and you should leave at least 6 empty seats between households.  
 

● Bathroom use during services is discouraged. If you need to use the bathroom, ensure that only one 
person is in the bathroom at a time. The synagogue building should otherwise be considered closed. 
 

● Upon the conclusion of minyan, we ask that people refrain from congregating or socializing 
and exit the area promptly. Given risk of viral transmission when face coverings are removed, no 
food or drink will be served or may be consumed (exception may be made for “to-go” items). 

 
Thank you for your support and cooperation.  


