
October 13, 2021 

Dear Ohev Community, 
  
Like you, I have been hoping for several months to be able to return safely 
to the Ohev Sholom sanctuary for our regular Shabbat and yom tov 
davening.  I found it especially difficult to announce that despite months of 
hopeful news, the Delta variant would prevent us from all gathering 
together for the High Holidays inside the room that was the site of so much 
joy and spirit for our community over the decades. 
  
Of specific concern to the public health advisors on the Reopening Task 
Force and the clergy was that infection data that might support a return 
indoors earlier in the Fall for the fully-vaccinated adult and teen population 
would not necessarily support the inclusion of unvaccinated children, and 
would require greatly reduced numbers.  That model served the indoor 
minyanim well during Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, but did not provide 
us with a concrete path to returning on regular Shabbatot in the numbers 
we regularly draw.  
  
The Reopening Task Force met again last week to discuss the public health 
concerns in the current environment, and we can announce now that 
Shabbat morning davening will return inside starting the morning of 
October 23rd. For the time-being, this change will apply to Shabbat 
morning services only. 
  
The Task Force and shul leadership are prescribing the following 
requirements for indoor davening during this phase of re-opening: 
  

1. All attendees over 2 years-old must be masked, except for a 
vaccinated baal tefillah (prayer leader), baal koreh (Torah or haftarah 
reader), or darshan/darshanit who is actively speaking or chanting. 

2. Maximum capacity in the main shul is 225 people, including numbers 
of unvaccinated children.  We will be required to enforce this limit to 
ensure the community’s safety.  

3. Family units should remain together in shul, and distanced from other 
family units.  

4. Attendees may not consume food while in shul, or engage in other 
activities requiring removal of their masks.  



5. The above standards will apply to private s'machot held in shul as 
well.  S’machot held in shul on Shabbat morning may ask (or be 
asked) to hold a separate davening after Ohev Shabbat services to 
accommodate their projected numbers.   

  
These measures take into account (a) the trends in DC-area COVID 
numbers, (b) the approaching winter season, and (c) the need to include 
space for the community's unvaccinated children in davening.  The Youth 
Committee is also actively working on a plan for Shabbat morning 
programming to complement the return indoors, and we will announce that 
change in a subsequent message very soon. 
  
Finally, Shabbat morning davening will return to beginning at 9:15 AM each 
week when we return inside.  The change to an earlier start time was very 
helpful in helping us to beat the heat during the DC summer.  Thank you 
again for your patience and support of the work done by the Reopening 
Task Force.  We look forward to being with you in shul again! 
 
Thank you, 
Andy and Ohev Leadership 


