
October 21, 2021 

 

Dear Ohev Sholom Community, 

 

While it may be hard to believe, this Shabbat will mark over 19 months since our lives were upended 

with the COVID-19 pandemic. While we are not fully out of the challenges presented by this 

devastating pandemic, we are fortunate to live in a community where most are vaccinated and 

where case rates have remained low. To that end, as you may have heard, this Shabbat, Parshat 

Vayera (10/23), will mark the first Shabbat morning that we will resume indoor tefilah, which will take 

place in the sanctuary at 9:15 AM. To help manage expectations, we would like to share a few items 

with the community: 

1. This week, the Board voted unanimously to adopt a vaccination requirement policy for 
COVID-19. All community members and visitors aged 12 and up entering our 
building are required to be vaccinated against COVID-19. Persons with valid medical 
exemptions should contact the synagogue in advance of their visit. 

2. Consistent with current DC policy and the guidance from our Public Health Committee, our 
return indoors will require masks to be worn at all times (for ages 2 and up). The only 
exception is for persons leading services, reading Torah, or giving a speech. We also ask 
that both adults and children refrain from eating or drinking indoors. Adults should also not 
hand out sweets to children indoors. 

3. Our indoor capacity will be capped at 225 people and will be monitored. Family units 
should remain together in shul, and distanced from other family units. Please be mindful of 
other people’s comfort levels when choosing a seat. 

4. We expect Shabbat morning services to conclude by approximately 11:00 AM, at which 
point everyone will be invited to a kiddush in the tent (first hot kiddush!) We ask for your 
patience while we fine tune the timing and coordinate with the (outdoor) youth groups. (A 
separate email will be going out with details about groups.) As part of our effort to 
coordinate timing with the youth groups, we will not yet be resuming formal sermons.  

5. Upon the conclusion of Shabbat morning services, in order to reduce crowding, we 
encourage congregants to carefully exit from the Sanctuary fire escapes in addition to the 
hallway. 

6. As a note regarding prayer locations, we will plan on being indoors for Shabbat morning 
as well as all other weekday morning davening. Mincha/Maariv and Kabbalat Shabbat will 
continue to remain outside in the tent as long as weather permits.  

  

This week we will begin Kabbalat Shabbat at 5:55 PM in the tent. We encourage everyone including 

parents and children, to join us for a joyous and song filled tefillah. 

  

We wish you good health as we continue to emerge from these challenging times and thank you for 

your cooperation and understanding. 

  

The Ohev Clergy and Leadership Team 

 


