
OSTNS   COVID-19   Inclement   Weather   Minyan   Policy   
  

December   4,   2020   
  

Introduction   
As   a   general   rule   and   in   alignment   with   the   protocols   set   by   the   OSTNS   reopening   task   force,   
regularly   scheduled   minyan   meets   outside,   in   the   tent   on   the   parking   lot.   The   new   20’x80’   tent   
that   was   acquired   by   OSTNS   just   after   the   chagim   can   fit   approximately   45   people   (depending   
on   the   number   of   household   units)   with   at   least   six   feet   of   social   distancing,   and   an   additional   20   
people   can   fit   comfortably   behind   and   next   to   the   tent   outside,   again   with   distancing,   for   a   total   
of   65   people.   Additionally,   a   number   of   heaters   were   acquired   to   help   ensure   davening   can   
remain   outside   as   long   as   possible,   even   during   cold   weather.   This   document   sets   the   inclement   
weather   policy   for   when   minyan   cannot   be   held   in   the   tent.     
  

Policy   &   Procedures   
The   default   location   for   the   minyan   is   outside   in   the   tent.   The   Facilities   Committee   has   advised   
that,   should   any   of   the   following   conditions   occur,   it   is   unsafe   to   meet   outside:   

● Ambient   air   temperature   below   30   degrees,   and/or   sustained   wind   chill   that   can   cause   
frostbite.   

● Ambient   air   temperature   greater   than   100   degrees,   and/or   sustained   heat   index   greater   
than   105   degrees   which   can   cause   heat   exhaustion   or   heat   stroke.   

● Tropical   Force   winds   (sustained   >45   MPH)     
● Blizzard   or   storm   conditions   where   excessive   snow   and/or   wind   increase   the   likelihood   

of   injury.   
  

If   any   of   these   conditions   are   met,   and   the   Rabbi   in   consultation   with   the   Executive   Director   
and/or   President   conclude   that   these   or   other   weather   conditions   mean   that   it   is   unsafe     to   have   
minyan   outside,   the   following   protocols   will   be   required:   
  

1. Minyan   will   move   to   the   Sanctuary   with   a   maximum   limit   of   50   attendees.     
2. Minyan   attendees   will   be   notified,   when   practical,   at   least   12   hours   in   advance.   
3. Notification   must   be   made   to   the   Executive   Director   and/or   Facilities   Committee   with   

sufficient   time   to   ensure   adequate   ventilation/HVAC   system   is   turned   on   for   adequate   
airflow.   

4. Inside   social   distancing   protocols   must   be   followed,   which   include:   
a. One-way   access   to   the   sanctuary   will   be   from   the   Jonquil   Street   side   (arrows   

should   be   added   to   the   floor)   
b. Users   should   exit   from   the   rear   of   the   sanctuary   through   the   16th   Street   doors.   
c. No   more   than   50   people   shall   be   allowed   in   the   sanctuary*,   and   individuals   from   

different   households   must   distance   at   least    10   feet    from   each   other.  
d. All   normal   COVID   protocols   from   outdoors   continue   to   apply   inside,   including   

mask   wearing   at   all   times,   Chazzan   moved   to   front   of   Sanctuary,   limited   singing,   
and   use   of   hand   sanitizer   (which   will   be   provided).   

5. All   non-Shabbat   minyanim   will   continue   to   be   available   on   Zoom.   
  

*Please   note   that   the   50   person   indoor   limit   is   for   religious   services.   Any   other   indoor   activity   or   class   is   
currently   limited   to   10   persons   per   the   current   DC   Health   guidance   for   places   of   worship,   available    here .     

https://coronavirus.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/coronavirus/page_content/attachments/COVID-19_Phase%20Two_Revised_Places%20of%20Worship_COVID-19%20DC%20Health%20Guidance_2020.11.25_FINAL.pdf

