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December 9, 2021 

 
 
Dear Ohev Community, 
  
During the 2021 Annual Meeting, Rabbi Herzfeld notified the community of his intention to establish a new yeshiva, and 
advised the Board of Directors that he planned to leave his position as Ohev Sholom's spiritual leader.  Over the past 
several months, the Board of Directors, Rabbi Herzfeld, and I have worked to ensure a smooth transition allowing both 
the yeshiva and Ohev Sholom to map our respective futures with mutual respect and admiration.  We have been able to 
reach agreement on the terms of that transition, which will take place at the end of December 2021, at which point 
Maharat Friedman will begin serving as interim spiritual leader of Ohev Sholom.         
  
On behalf of the Officers, staff, and Board of Directors of Ohev Sholom, we wish Rabbi Herzfeld and his family all the 
best in the growth and success of his yeshiva, and look forward to seeing it flourish as an addition to the Northwest DC 
Jewish community.  We are deeply grateful to him for the 18 years that he has invested in transforming Ohev Sholom 
into a thriving Modern Orthodox institution.  We are also thrilled that our community will have another Modern 
Orthodox institution of learning where our members can study Torah intensively and grow Jewishly.  My personal thanks 
to those who have worked to bring this transition to a beneficial state for us, and to you the Ohev community for your 
patience and support.   
  
Best wishes, 

 
Andy Binstock, President 
 
 
Friends, 
 
Since August of 2004, I have had the great privilege of being the rabbi of Ohev Sholom—The National Synagogue.  This 
has been and will always be one of the greatest privileges of my life. I love Ohev Sholom and will always cheer loudly 
for its success and growth.  However, the time has now come for me to step aside as rabbi of the synagogue in order to 
pursue a passion of mine of starting a new institution—a yeshiva gedolah called Yeshivas Reb Elimelech.  This yeshiva 
will be located in Shepherd Park and will hopefully be an asset to Ohev Sholom, its members, and all those in DC who 
are interested in serious Torah study.  It is our Yeshiva’s goal to teach Torah to thousands upon thousands and to 
strengthen the study of Torah in Washington, DC.  While I will no longer serve as a spiritual leader of a synagogue, I am 
not leaving DC.  I will continue to serve the larger community as a rabbi in whatever ways Hashem allows me.  It is 
through the study of Torah that we hope to elevate our beloved city and allow it to truly be a “city on a hill.”  I have only 
the best wishes for my beloved friends at Ohev Sholom and I am sure that in the years to come we will have many 
opportunities to work together to make our world a better place. 
 

 
Shmuel Herzfeld 


