
March 22, 2022 

Dear Ohev Community: 

  

Based on COVID transmission rates since the mask mandate in Washington, DC was dropped on 

March 1, the Reopening Committee (relying on advice of the public health advisors) has decided to 

implement the following changes, which will be effective immediately: 

 Masks will now be optional for all adults and children, regardless of vaccination 
status. Please note: the current vaccine requirement remains in effect, and is 
outlined below. 

 Kiddush will return indoors, as construction allows. Note: This is likely to be deferred until 
after Pesach, as there are a number of indoor events and other construction activities 
happening before then. 

 There will no longer be any capacity limitations in place for indoor davening or shul events. 
 Should transmission rates significantly increase, the Reopening Committee will be prepared 

to make further adjustments to this policy, as needed. 

 

For Shul Activities 

While case rates have dropped enough to drop the masking requirements, we recognize that not all 

people will be comfortable with removing their masks. Please respect individual comfort levels. 

 

Vaccine Reminder 

As a reminder, Ohev’s policy currently requires that all eligible adults aged 12 and up must be fully 

vaccinated (currently defined as two shots of the Pfizer or Moderna vaccine, or one shot of the J&J 

vaccine) in order to attend indoor shul events or davening. Ohev strongly encourages all eligible 

children ages 5-11 years old to be vaccinated against COVID-19, as well as all eligible congregants 

to receive boosters, in line with CDC recommendations. If you have not yet done so, please provide 

proof of vaccination to Monica.Wolfe@ostns.org. 

 

Returning to Shul after Positive Test or Household Exposure 

For those who tested positive for COVID-19: congregants can return after 5 full days (ie, on day 6) 

from the date of the positive COVID-19 test if their symptoms have resolved and they test negative 

for COVID-19. If testing is not possible, they can return after 7 full days (ie, on day 8) if their 

symptoms have resolved. Day 1 is the date of the positive test. 

  

For those in the same household as a positive COVID case: congregants can return after 5 full days 

(ie, on day 6) from the most recent household positive test if they are asymptomatic and test 

negative. If testing is not possible, they can return after 7 full days (ie, on day 8)  if asymptomatic. 

Day 1 is the date of the positive test. 

  

*PCR tests are preferred. However, since PCR tests may be difficult to obtain, an at-



home COVID antigen test may also be used. 

 

We are committed to keeping our community safe – and you all play a key role in doing so. We 

remind you that it is critical to stay home if you are experiencing any symptoms, including and 

especially cold symptoms. Please note that for those with symptoms concerning for COVID infection, 

it is permissible to use a rapid COVID test on Shabbat. 

 

Thank you for your support and cooperation in keeping Ohev safe. If you have any questions, please 

email reopening@ostns.org. 

 

Ohev Reopening Committee 

 
 


