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T R A C T A T E  B E I T Z A  - ביצה  מסכת 



בס“ד

With gratitude to Hashem, our rabbis, teachers, and fellow Kollel participants, 

we have completed Mesechet Beitza, and engaged in Torah 

as we concluded 5781 and started 5782. 

~

 הֲַדַרן עַלְָ מַּסֶכֶת ּבֵיצָה וְהֲַדַרך עֲלָן, ּדַעְּתָן עֲלְָ מַּסֶכֶת ּבֵיצָה וְַדעְּתְָ עֲלָן. לָא נִתֽנַׁשֵי מִינְָ

מַּסֶכֶת ּבֵיצָה וְֹלא ּתִתֽנַׁשִי מִינַן, לָא ּבְעָלְמָא הֵָדין וְֹלא ּבְעָלְמָא ְדאַָתֵי

~

We will return to you, Tractate Beitza, and you will return to us; our mind is on you, 

Tractate Beitza, and your mind is on us; we will not forget you, Tractate Beitza, and 

you will not forget us – not in this world and not in the next world.



It was most gratifying to complete Masechet Beitzah, roughly 23 years after I started it.  I vividly 

recall my tenth grade Talmud class, which opened with the first page of the gemara, about the 

egg that is laid on Yom Tov.  I also recall that a few weeks into the class, the Rabbi who was 

teaching us came in and confessed that he made a very fundamental error in explaining the 

different positions and their rationales.  I cannot recall exactly what the error was, but I 

remember that it scrambled (no pun intended) everything we had been taught so far.  The class 

mostly comprised students who were not observant, had never studied Talmud before high 

school, had no particular spiritual attachment to the content, but were extremely focused on their 

academic performance and were very frustrated about having to revise all of their class notes.  I 

can still hear their groans. 

Studying for its own sake is a different experience altogether.  We are not being tested (at least 

not in this world) on what we learn in Daf Yomi.  We won’t be graded.  Yet we get together every 

day to plow ahead and learn the same texts that our ancestors have pored over for many hundreds 

of years.  We may struggle sometimes to understand certain concepts or debates, but if we don’t 

fully grasp it this time, we know we’ll come back to it in 7.5 years and maybe it will be clearer 

then.  Mazal tov to all on another tractate completed! 

-Yaakov 



Masechet Beitza provides an almost overwhelming insight from the Rabbis into the halacha of 

preparing food for Yom Tov and Shabbes.  Starting with the many details of taking the egg from 

the mother and the laws of whether one can eat the egg or cook the egg before Shabbes in 

preparation for Yom Tov, we begin to understand the prohibitions and rules that guide us to this 

very day.  The disagreements among the rishonim underscore the complexity of these 

prohibitions while emphasizing the joy of Shabbes and Yom Tov.  It was fascinating for us to 

learn more about the concept of eiruv tavshilin, which we hear about every year and know the 

basic rule - but dive deep into the origins. 

The Torah allows cooking on a festival for eating on the day of the festival; however not for 

other days of the week. When a festival occurs on a Friday, preparation of food for Shabbes may 

also be made on the festival. This is permitted when one performs the ceremony of eiruv 

tavshilin. This ceremony combines the Shabbes and Yom Tov meals so that they are considered 

as one continuous meal. Any meal item prepared on a festival would then be available for 

consuming on Shabbes as well. 

There are so many halachot discussed in Beitza that it would take a tremendous amount of time 

and study to absorb everything.  For us, it is a starting point to explore the relationship between 

ourselves, spiritually, and procuring, preparing and cooking meals especially when Yom Tov and 

Shabbes occur next to each other.  It does seem a very good thing, however, that we no longer 

need to slaughter our own food!  We know there is so much more to learn in this tractate, but 

opening the door to understanding it all is a start.   

-Aviva and Mordechai  



This is my first time completing a mesechta and I am so thankful to have been invited to join in 

the learning! Listening to Daf Yomi is a highlight of my day and I so look forward to it each 

evening. Many concepts in the text are new to me and I’ve learned so much halacha and so 

many new ideas already. In addition, I am able to practice reading Aramaic and Hebrew as well 

as  understanding Talmudic terminology. One of the most interesting parts of this mesechta was 

our discussion about unkosher utensils and how they could technically still be used if one were to 

give them to a gentile and then ask to borrow them back.  

Participating in Daf Yomi is such a wonderful connection to the community and inspires me so 

much to increase my observance and spirituality. I can’t wait to learn the next mesechta too! 

-Hadassah 



“And you shall rejoice in your festival, and you shall be all together joyful.”  

-Devarim, 16:14-15 

Masechet Beitza reintroduces the halachot – Jewish laws – regarding the prohibitions of work on 

the festivals.  In chapter 2 of Beitza, the “eruv tavshilin,”- a small, prepared meal - is discussed 

as a formal action that unites a festival with Shabbat when these days are concurrent.  The 

argument for this eruv is to preserve the sanctity of the festival day, and to guard against 

forgetting that one must not prepare food for any other day on that festival day.  It allows us to 

prepare food for Shabbat on the festival as we planted our intentions in the eruv tavshilin before 

the festival started.  There is also a need to maintain the holiness of Shabbat, and the eruv 

tavshilin assists us in our practice of guarding and remembering the two holy days.  

So, the preparation of the eruv tavshilin - a small meal prepared and put aside before the festival 

day - allows for preparation on the festival day of food for Shabbat. The making of this small, 

but meaningful meal, becomes an action that we take to ensure intention and balance in our 

observance, and can maximize the rejoicing in, and enjoyment of, the festival day(s). 

-Deborah 



Can an egg be muktza?  It depends! 

On Beitza 2a, Beis Shammai states that an egg that was laid on a yontif may be eaten on that 

same day.  However, Beit Hillel disagrees and says it may not be eaten.  Beis Hillel believes that 

the chicken was set aside to lay eggs and not be eaten, therefore this makes the chicken and any 

eggs laid muktza.   

Can an egg be something other than parve?  Kind of!   

On Beitza 2b, the Abaye suggests that if a chicken is slaughtered on a chag and there are fully 

developed eggs in their shells found inside, it is permitted to be eaten on the chag.  This led to a 

relevant tangent in our Daf Yomi class as to whether or not this changes the status of this egg, 

just as the rules of kashrut change if something similar were to happen to a cow and a calf.  

According to the Shulchan Aruch, Yoreh Deah 87:5, in the scenario of finding formed eggs in a 

schechted chicken, they may be consumed with milk.  If the eggs were not fully formed, they 

cannot be eaten with milk, however dairy may be eaten afterwards. 

This mesechta was fascinating as it addressed very esoteric and minute details related to the 

status of an egg.  While the rabbis spent a great deal attempting to truly understand these 

intricacies, their logic and Talmudic prowess could be applied in so many other relevant 

scenarios.  It is precisely for this reason that makes learning Daf Yomi so dynamic and 

interesting. 

-Hillel 



In Israel, a chicken farm released special-edition eggs to 
mark egg-related Talmud study milestone 

BY SHIRA HANAU OCTOBER 6, 2021 4:33 AM


Meshek Kedumim, an egg farm in Israel, printed a message to participants in the Daf Yomi Talmud  study 
program in honor of the conclusion of Tractate Beitzah, which means "egg." (Facebook)


(JTA) — As participants in the Daf Yomi, a program in which participants study one 
page of Talmud each day, near the end of the current tractate, an Israeli chicken farm 
decided to join in the celebration. 

In honor of the completion of the Talmud Tractate Beitzah, which means “egg” in 
Hebrew, Meshek Kedumim printed the words of the text recited upon the completion of 
a Talmud tractate directly onto the eggs. 

“We will return to you, Tractate Beitzah,” the eggs read in Hebrew. “Be strong and take 
courage, from the chicken coops of Kedumim.” 

Daf Yomi participants will complete Tractate Beitzah, so named because it begins with a 
story related to an egg, next week before continuing on to Tractate Rosh Hashana. 

The entire Daf Yomi cycle, in which participants study one double-sided page of the 37 
tractates of the Talmud each day in order, takes about seven and a half years to 
complete. At the end of the cycle, celebrations are typically held, including a massive 
gathering at MetLife Stadium.

https://www.jta.org/author/shira-hanau
http://www.jta.org/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/9-things-to-know-about-the-daf-yomi-daily-page-of-talmud/
https://www.jta.org/quick-reads/over-90000-people-celebrate-siyum-hashas-together-in-new-jersey
https://www.jta.org/quick-reads/over-90000-people-celebrate-siyum-hashas-together-in-new-jersey

	Letter (1)
	Letter_Beitza
	Write Ups

