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With gratitude to Hashem, our rabbis, teachers, and fellow Kollel participants, 

we have completed Mesechet Ta’anis and engaged in Torah story. 

~

הֲַדַרן עַלְָ מַּסֶכֶת תענית וְהֲַדַרך עֲלָן, ּדַעְּתָן עֲלְָ מַּסֶכֶת תענית וְַדעְּתְָ עֲלָן.

  לָא נִתֽנַׁשֵי מִינְָ מַּסֶכֶת תענית וְֹלא ּתִתֽנַׁשִי מִינַן, לָא ּבְעָלְמָא הֵָדין וְֹלא ּבְעָלְמָא ְדאַָתֵי

 

~

We will return to you, Tractate Ta’anis, and you will return to us; our mind is on you, 

Tractate Ta’anis, and your mind is on us; we will not forget you, Tractate Ta’anis, 

and you will not forget us – 

not in this world and not in the next world.



As any meteorologist should I love Masechet Ta’anit! There are so many great stories, especially 

the stories of Choni HaMagel and praying for rain in a circle.  I believe all these stories are tied 

together by a common theme of being close to and trusting in Hashem. Only by that trust and 

faith may we bring something so essential as rain.  Going further the circle shows this trust and 

faith because as the Maharal says the circle is representative of Hashem being everywhere and at 

the same time being not reachable through direct contact. Even the righteous must sometimes 

pray from a circle and recognize they are not perfect.  The circle has so much symbolism beyond 

this in our Jewish lives and in relation to Ta’anit and the seasonal nature of rain.  It is fitting that 

Ta’anit concludes with the discussion that the righteous and all of Klal Yisrael will surround 

Hashem in a circle and proclaim thanks and gratitude to Hashem for all the times Hashem has 

saved us.  This amazing conclusion shows how integral it is to have trust and faith and join 

together in community, a circle, to enable our essential needs to be met. 

-Baruch Yosef 



One of the riddles of the Torah is the juxtaposition of apparently individual wrongdoing and 

clearly collective punishment. In the second paragraph of the shema, in Bechuosai, and in Ki 

Savo, we learn of the rewards for good acts (collective benefits) and the punishments for what 

appear individual wrongdoings (collective punishments).  A consistent collective punishment is 

the withholding of rain.  Surely, there is a moral lesson that individual wrongdoing harms not just 

the individual but those around him as well.  But it is difficult, at least for me, to fathom 

punishments for the sins of others. 

Today’s daf, Ta’anis 7, both helps provide an answer in the contrast between: 

1. rain, in which G-d is directly involved without delegation, and which benefits both the 

righteous and the evildoers; and 

2. resurrection, in which G-d is also directly involved without delegation, and which 

benefits only the righteous. 

(The daf does not appear to discuss childbirth, in which G-d also is directly involved, but the 

variations of which appear to afflict both the righteous and the not-so righteous.) 

I found the discussion of (1) above comforting because it explains that rain is not always 

withheld, even in the presence of evildoers, and they may well benefit from it.  This is consistent 

with the universal observation that there are some good people and some not-so good people. It 

is difficult to imagine that there has ever been a time when everyone was righteous. G-d has not 

withheld rain merely because of the presence of some wrongdoers.  Yet much of the latter part of 

today’s daf addresses why rain is withheld, and the reasons appear to be related to individual 

wrongdoings (lashon hara, brazenness, neglecting Torah study) and perhaps communal 

wrongdoings (not separating terumos and tithes, and some of the individual wrongdoings might 

considered communal as well).  But each of these categories of wrongdoing may, and likely do, 

coexist with good deeds performed by tzadikim or even by ordinary people. Point (1) above, the 

rains benefit both the righteous and the wicked, is comforting. 

The Torah has examples where G-d imposes widespread devastation. In some instances, the 

number of righteous were small (Noach, Sodom and Gemorrah).  In other instances, large 



communities — whether individuals were good or bad — were seemingly punished for the evil 

of their rulers (Egypt under Pharaoh, the various nations conquered by Israel, Israel itself under 

the rule of wicked kings).  In these and other instances, the collective punishment for individual 

wrongdoing appears to be all too accurate. 

Yet the axiom is not simply that the bad deeds of individuals will directly and necessarily lead to 

punishment of groups or individuals.  In our daily lives, we all too often see good things happen 

to bad people, and bad things happen to good people.  Life is not a simple correspondence in 

which (1) good deeds are directly and immediately rewarded; and (2) bad conduct is directly and 

immediately punished.  

Perhaps the torah is simply trying to  reinforce the teaching that we should engage in good deeds 

not for any expectation of direct reward, and that those good deeds may benefit those around us. 

Similarly, bad deeds have consequences beyond ourselves.  The full understanding of the 

rewards and punishments in this world is beyond our comprehension.  The riddle remains. 

 -Harold Furchtgott-Roth 



 Masechet Taanit begins with when do we make the blessing for rain and continues with 

times for fast days and fasting protocols throughout the year. What is the connection between 

rain and fasting?  According to the rabbis in Taanit, one time to fast is when rain is scarce. 

Concurrently, the Daf Yomi overlapped with parshiot Miketz and Vayigash, which discuss Yosef 

preparing for the famine by storing food during the seven years of plenty.  Rain and famine are 

intricately linked as water is the source for our sustenance and growth of vegetation.  Did it stop 

raining during the seven years of famine?  Were there tefilot for rain (like morid hageshem) in 

the seven years leading up to the famine?  Did anyone fast once the famine began or when there 

was no rain?  In these times of supply shortages, we reflect on these stories and which prayers 

may be meaningful. 

-Jacqueline B 



 They who sow in tears shall reap with songs of joy - ַהּזְֹרִעים ְּבִדְמָעה ְּבִרּנָה יְִקצֹרּו

In Ta'anis 5a the phrase from Psalm 126:5 (which we sing in the Birkat HaMazon) says a person 

who is hungry and is planting seeds without any guarantee that his efforts will be rewarded 

comes back later and harvests his new crop.  We are reminded each time we sing this phrase that 

actions we take may not show immediate results but given time they may bear fruit for us. 

Ta'anis 15a: in the Prophets it says: “And rend your hearts and not your garments, and return to 

the Lord your God” (Joel 2:13). This teaches that prayer and fasting are insufficient, as one must 

also repent and amend his ways in practice.  Ta'anis relates much of the "backstory" of our fast 

days. the reasons, prayers, the actions and blessings provides insight into responses when people 

were faced with drought and possible starvation.  It seems as though fasting was the only hope - 

along with prayer and repentance.  Today we are aware of this during Tisha B'av and Yom 

Kippur.  But as we read Ta'anis we see how much of life in ancient times was tied to the land. 

Their life and livelihood were tied to a successful harvest.  However, even in modern times, 

when many of these fasts described are not applicable and we are not as directly dependent on 

planting and harvesting our own crops, fasting alone is never enough to secure our well being.  It 

is changing our ways to be more in line with the teachings of the Torah 

In Ta'anis 23a is the beautiful story of Honi HaMe'aggel who saw an old man planting a carob 

tree.  The tree will take 70 years to bear fruit and the old man would no longer be alive.  The man 

said “That man found the world with carob trees.  In the same way as my fathers planted for me, 

I will also plant for my children.”  We always look to see what we can do to leave our world a 

better place for our children and grandchildren. 

  

Ta'anis provides beautiful teachings, insight and reflection into so many practices that 

are relevant today.  

-Mordechai and Aviva 



Masechet Ta’anis was really interesting and I enjoyed learning about the various rules and 

customs for fast days. The section that stuck out the most to me was towards the end and 

discussed the 15th of Av when the women would go into the vineyards to dance, looking for 

husbands. We learned that the most beautiful women would encourage the men to focus only on 

beauty. The one who came from great families would ask the men to concentrate on the fact that 

their children would continue on this great lineage. And the women who weren’t so pretty would 

tell the men that with the right jewelry they’d be pretty too. This passage was moving to me 

because it is showcasing the individual merits and values that each person has. I am so grateful to 

be able to continue to learn and I look forward to studying Masechet Megillah! 

-Hadassah 



Ta’anis 7b: “Rav Naḥman bar Yitzḥak said: Why are Torah matters likened to a tree, as it is 
stated: “It is a tree of life to them who lay hold upon it” (Proverbs 3:18)? This verse comes to tell 
you that just as a small piece of wood can ignite a large piece, so too, minor Torah scholars can 
sharpen great Torah scholars and enable them to advance in their studies. And this is what Rabbi 
Ḥanina said: I have learned much from my teachers and even more from my friends, but 
from my students I have learned more than from all of them.” 

As I wrap up my graduate degree in Jewish Education and prepare for graduation this month, I 

have been taking the time to reflect on the past three years, which have been transformative.  

Interestingly enough, I used this very quote in bold from Ta’anis in my application when I 

applied to school.  Now, I can say with certainty, these words have never been truer then the last 

four months as I began my new career as a Judaics and Hebrew teacher at a Jewish elementary 

school.  When asked when asked to describe what it is like to be a teacher, I often say “I don’t 

teach my students, my students teach me.”  In full transparency, we learn a lot from each other. 

Each and every day at my job I learn something new from my students.  I have learned patience 

and empathy, how to be a better friend and how to let go and move on, self-love and self-care, 

and how to learn Torah without preconceived notions or biases.  I feel so blessed I get to learn 

Torah with them and rethink and relearn many t’filot, parshas, and mitzvot I thought I already 

mastered.  Each time a class ends I leave with a new sense of wonderment, awe, and naturally 

many more questions!   

One of my highlights of each morning at school is listening to my class announce the Hebrew 

date, weekly Torah portion, and the Daf Yomi mesechet and page number.  They are probably 

some of the only nine and ten year old who can repeat back which tractate and page we are on on 

a daily basis!  My students amaze me with their Talmudic thinking, incredible questions, and 

thoughtful responses in class.  Their curiosity knows no bounds and their thirst for knowledge is 

contagious.  I am forever grateful for those who have supported me on this journey and am 

looking forward to many more inspiring years ahead!  

-Hillel



Tu B’Av ( The 15th of Av) - After the Fasting

On the 15th of Av we are feeling the relief of remembering the destruction of the Temple and 

many other violent events in our history. We fasted, we ravened, and we remembered. learned 

that even the trees are breathing a sigh of relief because they are at the end of their season of 

being cut down for the year.  Women are are donning white clothing that they have borrowed so 

as to make sure everyone - poor through rich - has new garments to wear.  Men are looking for 

partners with whom to make make a life.  Tu b’Av should be a happy day, “The Jewish 

Valentine’s Day” - you should excuse the expression.  What could possibly go wrong?  You could 

be Asian and Jewish, African American and Jewish, of different abilities and Jewish, too short, 

too fat, or to whatever.  In these cases people can feel left out, disregarded, unseen, not “Jewish 

enough” and just plain disenfranchised from the “love story.” 

Through communal fasts we all come together, but each individual has a story to tell, joy and 

pain to share, and we are all looking for the time and place to share our trials.  We are so blessed 

to be a part of a religious and spiritual tradition that helps us to be a community and also 

encourages us to be our true, individual selves.  Maybe on the 15th of Av we can spend time 

reaching ur to each other and bringing our joyous selves into the tent. 

-Deborah 
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