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Zion: Language. Vision. Journey.

Pirkei Avot:
An ancient spiritual guide for the Journey of Life

A Tree of Life

1. (1:1) Moses received Torah from Sinai and transmitted it to Joshua. Joshua to the elders,
and the elders to the prophets, and the prophets to the members of the Great Assembly. They said
three things: Be deliberate in judgment, raise up many students, and make a fence around Torah.
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2. In our courtyard blossoms a tree of N7 B0 XY N3N
life, and pomegranates [mR2R)am)

and silver bells.

The gate before it always opens

and no one fears

to draw near.

The sun illumines in its branches

in its season it is blessed with rain
and forever green the grass around it.
At night a dream will flourish

and come morning its meaning ripe.

In our courtyard blossoms a tree of life.
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As you dreamt. Exactly so. 2920 T2V

yame

—Amir Gilboa
trans. Peretz Rodman and Martin S. Cohen

The person of Faith

3. (2:1) Rabbi liked to say: Which it the upright path that a person should choose?

Whichever brings glory to the one who pursues it and glory in the eyes of others / in His eyes.

Be as careful regarding a [seemingly] trivial commandment as a [seemingly] consequential
commandment, for you cannot know the reward for the commandments. [You must always] weigh
the [potential] loss connected with [performing] a commandment against the [potential] gain [to
be had by performing it], as well as the [potential] gain connected with a transgression against the
[potential] loss [to be had by committing it]. And finally, consider [these] three things and,
knowingly what is [directly[ overhead, you will not fall into transgression:

an eye that sees, an ear that hears, and a book in which all your deeds are written.
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4. In the backyard of the world D7iya NNy 1¥YNa
We played, He and 1. XL NN APNY
I covered my eyes, He hid. - KDDL N0?
One two three, U7y DNy Nox
Not in front of me, not behind me, , "INKN N7,2970 N7

bR
Not inside me. 12N X7
Since then, I've been looking wonn X TND
For so many years. . DY NN P2 D
So what if I cannot find You? . NI NYIn N7 X DX N TX
Come out already, come out, , R¥ ;02D RY
You can see that I've given in. 09 T/ o'xiann MYIY AR DD

Dan Pagis / Hide and Seek
The Pioneer

5. (3:1) Akavia Ben Mahalalel liked to say: Consider [these] three things and you will not fall into
transgression - know whence you came, wither you are going, and before Whom you will
eventually have to give an accounting. Whence you came - from a putrid drop. Whither you are
going - to a place of dust, worms, and maggots. And before Whom you will eventually have to give
an accounting - before the Sovereign of the sovereign of sovereigns, the blessed Holy One.
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6. Our feet stand at threshold of the future. The hour is near when our ancient dream is to be
interpreted. What will its content be? The Hebrew nation has obtained a ticket back into its land
to do the work that awaits it there. What, then, will be the content of the social and national life of
Zion restored in our days, the life that will be made here? Berl Katznelson, “Toward the Coming Days”
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The Teacher
7.(4:1) Ben Zoma liked to say: Who is wise? One who learns from all people.

8. Teacher Zelda talked so softly that if we wanted to hear what she was saying, we not only had to
stop talking, we had to lean forward on our desks. Consequently we spent the whole morning
leaning forward, because we did not want to miss a word. Everything that Teacher Zelda said was
enchanting and unexpected. It was as if we were learning another language from her, not very
different from Hebrew and yet distinctive and touching. She would calls stars “stars of heaven,”
the abyss was “the mighty abyss,” and she spoke of “turbid rivers” and “nocturnal deserts.” If you
said something in class that she liked, Teacher Zelda would point to you and say softly, “Look, all
of you, there’s a child who is flooded with light." Amos 0z, A Tale of Love and Darkness, in the translation of Nicholas Lange
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The Human Being

9. (5:1) The world was created with ten [divine] fiats, but for what reason? Could it not have been
created with [just] one fiat? [Surely it could have been, but the point of using ten was] to justify
exacting retribution from the wicked, who [with their action thus] destroy a world created with
ten fiats, and to give a greater reward to the righteous, who [with their actions thus] sustain a

world that was created with ten fiats.
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10. Underneath the world

God lies stretched on his back

always repairing, always things get out of whack

I wanted to see him all, but I see no more

than the soles of his shoes, and I weep

As that is his glory. Translation Chana Bloch and Stephen Mitchell

11. My father was God and didn’t know it. He gave me
the Ten Commandments not in thunder and rage,

not in fire or cloud, but with softness and love.

And he added gestures and good words,
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added, Please and Welcome and intoned Remember and Keep

in one incantation, and pleaded and wept

between one commandment and the next.

Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain,
Thou shalt not take, in vain, please,

Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor.
And he held me tight and whispered in my ear,

Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not commit adultery,

Thou shalt not kill. And he placed his open palms on my head

in the Yom Kippur benediction, Honor, love,

so that thy days may be long upon the land.

And my father’s voice is as white as his hair.

Then he turned his face to me for the last time

as he did on the day he died in my arms and said:

I want to add two to the Ten Commandments:

The eleventh commandment, “You will not change”

and the twelfth commandment, “Change, you will change.”
So said my father and turned from me and went

and vanished into his mysterious distances.
Yehuda Amichai
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Still at the beginning of the day

12. 1 want to express my thanks for the guests who have stopped in and visited us at such an early
hour.... For the hour is indeed early. We are still at the beginning of the day, and it may be that
people who come after us will look at this picture and think for a moment: here is the beginning...
and they may not know that for us this was not the beginning, but everything. Natan Alterman / Kineret
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Adon Olam / Unknown

Zion is a communityof Israeli Jews of all backgrounds, beliefs, customs, and practices, gatherir
together to redream Jerusalem as a meeting point forAibn provides the opportunity for

many to pray and celebrate Judaism in a way that feels authemticelevant to them, oftentimes
for the first time in their lives, within a community deeply rooted in tradition and Jewish
heritage. Within a few years Zion became a unique inspirational community for Jews and Non
Jews in Israel and around the world,yirag the way to a Jerusalem of shared Faith and Hope.



