
הַּ'הלַ  רֶץַוּמְלוֹאָָ֑   הָאָָ֣

 

Zion: Language. Vision. Journey. 
 

Pirkei Avot:  
An ancient spiritual guide for the Journey of Life 

 
A Tree of Life 

1. (1:1) Moses received Torah from Sinai and transmitted it to Joshua. Joshua to the elders,  
and the elders to the prophets, and the prophets to the members of the Great Assembly. They said 
three things: Be deliberate in judgment, raise up many students, and make a fence around Torah. 

לַתּוֹרָהַמִסִינ י עַ ,ַמֶשׁהַקִבֵּ נִים,ַוּמְסָרָהַּלִיהוֹשֻׁׁ ַלִזְקֵּ ע  נִיםַלִנְבִיאִים,ַוִיהוֹשֻׁׁ גְדוֹלָה,ַוּזְקֵּ יַכְנֶסֶתַה  נְשֵּׁ ַ.ַוּנְבִיאִיםַמְסָרוּהַָלְא 
םַאָמְרוַּשְׁלשָׁהַדְבָרִים דִין,ַהֵּ ה,ַהֱווַּמְתוּנִיםַב  רְבֵּ לְמִידִיםַה  עֲמִידוַּת  תּוֹרָה,ַוְה   .ו עֲשׂוַּסְיָגַל 

 

2. In our courtyard blossoms a tree of 
life, and pomegranates 
and silver bells. 
The gate before it always opens 
and no one fears 
to draw near. 
The sun illumines in its branches 
in its season it is blessed with rain 
and forever green the grass around it. 
At night a dream will flourish 
and come morning its meaning ripe. 
 
In our courtyard blossoms a tree of life. 
As you dreamt. Exactly so. 
 

—Amir Gilboa 

trans. Peretz Rodman and Martin S. Cohen 

 
ח  בַּחֲצֵרֵנוּ עֵץ חַיִּים יִפְרַַָ

 וְרִמּוֹנִים
 .וּפַעֲמוֹנֵי הַכֶּסֶף

ח מִיד נִפְתַַָ שַּעַר לוֹ תַָ  ה ַ
א אִי ש  וְל א יִירַָ

גֶשֶת יו לַָ  .אֵלַָ
אִיר יו יַָ פַָ ש בַּעֲנַָ שֶּמ ֶ  ה ַ
יו יְב רַךְ גֶשֶם  בְּמוֹעֲדַָ

שֶא-וִיר ק יו הַדּ ֶ  .עַד סְבִיבַָ
גֶה ה בּוֹ חֲלוֹם יִש ְ  לַיְלַָ
 .וְלַבּ קֶר יַבְשִיל הַפֵּשֶר

 
ח  .בַּחֲצֵרֵנוּ עֵץ חַיִּים יִפְרַַָ

לַמְתְ  ךְ חַָ ךְ.  שֶכַָּ  .שֶכַָּ
 

 אמירַגלבעַַַַַַַַַַַַַַַַַַַַַַַַַַַַַַַַ

 

The person of Faith 

3. (2:1) Rabbi liked to say: Which it the upright path that a person should choose?  
Whichever brings glory to the one who pursues it and glory in the eyes of others / in His eyes.   
Be as careful regarding a [seemingly] trivial commandment as a [seemingly] consequential 
commandment, for you cannot know the reward for the commandments. [You must always] weigh 
the [potential] loss connected with [performing] a commandment against the [potential] gain [to 
be had by performing it], as well as the [potential] gain connected with a transgression against the 
[potential] loss [to be had by committing it]. And finally, consider [these] three things and, 
knowingly what is [directly[ overhead, you will not fall into transgression:  
an eye that sees, an ear that hears, and a book in which all your deeds are written.  

ר בִיַאוֹמֵּ יזוֹהִיַדֶרֶךְַיְשָׁרָהַשֶׁיָבוֹרַלוַֹהָאָדָם,ַר  לַשֶׁהִיאַתִפְאֶרֶתַלְעוֹשׂהַוְתִפְאֶרֶתַלוַֹמִןַהָאָדָם,ַאֵּ   .כֹּ
חֲמוּרָהוֶהֱוֵּיַ לָהַכְב  ןַשְׂכָרָןַשֶׁלַמִצְוֹת,ַזָהִירַבְמִצְוָהַק  תּ  ַמ  ע  תָּהַיוֹדֵּ יןַא  דַמִצְוָהַכְנֶגֶדַשְׂכָרָהּ .שֶׁאֵּ בַהֶפְסֵּ שֵּ רָהַכְנֶגֶדַ,ַוֶהֱוֵּיַמְח  ושְׂכ רַעֲבֵּ

דָהּ רָה.ַהֶפְסֵּ יַעֲבֵּ תָּהַבָאַלִידֵּ לַבִשְׁלשָׁהַדְבָרִיםַוְאִיַא  כֵּ ע,ַוְהִסְתּ  עְלָהַמִמָךְַד  הַלְמ  ת,ַמ  ע  זֶןַשׁוֹמ  יִןַרוֹאָהַוְאֹּ פֶרַנִכְתָּבִין,ַע  סֵּ עֲשֶׂיךַָב  ַ:וְכָלַמ 



רַאֲחוֹרִיתַבָעוֹלָם   בְחָצֵּ
קְנוּ   .הוּאַו אֲנִי,ַשִׂח 

י ינ  א,ַכִסִיתִיַעֵּ בֵּ   :הִתְח 
ת ח  יִםַשָׁלֹשׁ א    ,שְׁתּ 

י ֹּאַמִלְפָנ  אֲח,ַל ֹּאַמֵּ יל   ,וֹר 
ֹּאַבְתוֹכִי  .ל

 
שׂ פֵּ אָזַאֲנִיַמְח    מֵּ

הַשָׁנִים רְבֵּ   .כָלַכָךְַה 
אַאוֹתְךָ אָזַמָהַאִם ֹּאַמוֹצֵּ   .אֲנִיַל

אַכְבָר א,ַצֵּ   ,צֵּ
תָּהַרוֹאֶה   דןַפגיס/ַמחבואיםַ                    ישֶׁנִכְנ עְתִַּ א 

 

4. In the backyard of the world 
We played, He and I. 
I covered my eyes, He hid. 
One two three, 
Not in front of me, not behind me, 
Not inside me. 
Since then, I’ve been looking 
For so many years. 
So what if I cannot find You? 
Come out already, come out, 
You can see that I’ve given in.  

                                       Dan Pagis / Hide and Seek 

The Pioneer 

5. (3:1) Akavia Ben Mahalalel liked to say: Consider [these] three things and you will not fall into 
transgression – know whence you came, wither you are going, and before Whom you will 
eventually have to give an accounting. Whence you came – from a putrid drop. Whither you are 
going – to a place of dust, worms, and maggots. And before Whom you will eventually have to give 
an accounting – before the Sovereign of the sovereign of sovereigns, the blessed Holy One.  

ר לַאוֹמֵּ לְאֵּ הֲל  בְיָאַבֶןַמ  רָה,ַעֲק  יַעֲבֵּ תָּהַבָאַלִידֵּ יןַא  לַבִשְׁלשָׁהַדְבָרִיםַוְאֵּ כֵּ  .ַהִסְתּ 
ע יִןַבָאתַָ,ַד  א  ךְ,ַמֵּ תָּהַהוֹלֵּ ןַדִיןַוְחֶשְׁבוֹן,ַוּלְאָןַא  תָּהַעָתִידַלִתֵּּ יִןַבָאתַָ.ַוְלִפְנֵּיַמִיַא  א  ךְ,ַטִפָהַסְרוּחָהמִַ,ַמֵּ תָּהַהוֹלֵּ  ,ַוּלְאָןַא 

עָה ןַדִיןַוְחֶשְׁבוֹן.ַלִמְקוֹםַעָפָרַרִמָהַוְתוֹלֵּ תָּהַעָתִידַלִתֵּּ יַמִיַא  קָדוֹשַׁבָרוּךְַהוּא,ַוְלִפְנֵּ מְלָכִיםַה  יַה  לְכֵּ יַמֶלֶךְַמ  ַ:לִפְנֵּ

6. Our feet stand at threshold of the future. The hour is near when our ancient dream is to be 
interpreted. What will its content be? The Hebrew nation has obtained a ticket back into its land 
to do the work that awaits it there. What, then, will be the content of the social and national life of 
Zion restored in our days, the life that will be made here? Berl Katznelson, “Toward the Coming Days” 
 

 ַ?מהַיהיהַתוכנו.ַהקדומיםַמתקרבת-שעתַהפתרוןַלחלום.ַעלַסףַהעתידַעומדותַרגלינו
 ַַ.רצוַולעשותַאתַהעבודהַהמחכהַלוהכניסהַלשובַלא-העםַהעבריַהשיגַאתַכרטיס
            ַלקראתַהימיםַהבאים/ַברלַכצנלסוןַַ?תוכןַהחייםַאשרַיֵּעשוַפה,ַהחברתיַשלַשיבתַציוןַבימינו-הלאומימהַאיפואַיהיהַתוכןַהחייםַ

           

The Teacher 

 7. (4:1) Ben Zoma liked to say: Who is wise? One who learns from all people.ַ 

8. Teacher Zelda talked so softly that if we wanted to hear what she was saying, we not only had to 
stop talking, we had to lean forward on our desks. Consequently we spent the whole morning 
leaning forward, because we did not want to miss a word. Everything that Teacher Zelda said was 
enchanting and unexpected. It was as if we were learning another language from her, not very 
different from Hebrew and yet distinctive and touching. She would calls stars “stars of heaven,” 
the abyss was “the mighty abyss,” and she spoke of “turbid rivers” and “nocturnal deserts.” If you 
said something in class that she liked, Teacher Zelda would point to you and say softly, “Look, all 
of you, there’s a child who is flooded with light.” Amos Oz, A Tale of Love and Darkness, in the translation of Nicholas Lange 

היינוַיושביםַ.ַעדַשאםַרצינוַלשמועַלאַדיַהיהַשנשתתקַאלאַהיהַהכרחַלרכוןַלפניםַאלַשולחנותינו,ַדיברהַכהַבשקטזלדהַ-מורה
זלדהַהיהַמושךַלבַוקצתַלאַ-כלַמהַשדיברהַמורה:ַכיַחששנוַלאבדַמילה,ַמןַהבוקרַעדַהצהריים,ַאפואַרכוניםַלפניםַבליַהרף

להריםַהיאַקראהַלפעמיםַ:ַלב-כןַשונהַוצובטת-פי-על-מאודַמןַהעבריתַואףַלאַרחוקה,ַכאילוַלמדנוַאצלהַשפהַחדשה.ַצפוי
.ַאףַכיַלרובַהיוַנקראיםַאצלהַכלַאחדַואחדַבשמו,ַהתהוםַהיתהַתהוםַרבהַוהעציםַנקראוַאילנות.ַכוכביַשמיםַ-לכוכביםַ.ַהררים

הנהַישַכאןַילדַ,ַתסתכלוַנאַכולכם:ַזלדהַמצביעהַעליךַואומרתַחרש-היתהַמורה,ַאםַביטאתַבכיתהַרעיוןַשמצאַחןַבעיניה
ַהוצאתַכתר,ַסיפורַעלַאהבהַוחושך/ַעמוסַעוזַַ.אור-שטוף



The Human Being 

9. (5:1) The world was created with ten [divine] fiats, but for what reason? Could it not have been 
created with [just] one fiat? [Surely it could have been, but the point of using ten was] to justify 
exacting retribution from the wicked, who [with their action thus] destroy a world created with 
ten fiats, and to give a greater reward to the righteous, who [with their actions thus] sustain a 
world that was created with ten fiats.  

אֲמָרוֹתַנִבְרָאַהָעוֹלָם עֲשָׂרָהַמ  ר.ַב  לְמוּדַלוֹמ  הַתּ  אֲמָרַאֶחָדַ,ַוּמ  ֹּאַבְמ  בְדִיןַאֶתַהָעוֹלָםַ,ַיָכוֹלַלְהִבָרְאוֹתו הֲל עַמִןַהָרְשָׁעִיםַשֶׁמְא  אֶלָאַלְהִפָר 
אֲמָרוֹת עֲשָׂרָהַמ  אֲמָרוֹת,ַשֶׁנִבְרָאַב  עֲשָׂרָהַמ  יְמִיןַאֶתַהָעוֹלָםַשֶׁנִבְרָאַב  דִיקִיםַשֶׁמְק  צ  ןַשָׂכָרַטוֹבַל   :ַוְלִתֵּּ

 

10. Underneath the world 
God lies stretched on his back  
always repairing, always things get out of whack   
I wanted to see him all, but I see no more  
than the soles of his shoes, and I weep   
As that is his glory.  Translation Chana Bloch and Stephen Mitchell 

 

לַג ב בַע  לאֱלֹהִיםַשׁוֹכֵּ בֵּ תֵּּ תַל  ח  ַ,וַֹמִתּ 
ל,ַתָּמִידַעָסוּקַבְתִקוּן לְקֵּ שֶׁהוַּמִתְק  ַ.תָּמִידַמ 
ךְַאֲנִיַרוֹאֶה,ַרָצִיתִיַלִרְאוֹתוַֹכֻׁלוֹ ַא 

לְיוֹתַנְעָלָיוַו אֲנִיַבוֹכֶה קַאֶתַסֻׁ ַ.ר 
 .וְהִיאַתְּהִלָתוֹ

 

 
* 

 
11. My father was God and didn’t know it. He gave me 
the Ten Commandments not in thunder and rage, 
not in fire or cloud, but with softness and love. 
And he added gestures and good words,  
added, Please and Welcome and intoned Remember and Keep 
in one incantation, and pleaded and wept 
between one commandment and the next. 
Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain, 
Thou shalt not take, in vain, please, 
Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor. 
And he held me tight and whispered in my ear, 
Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not commit adultery, 
Thou shalt not kill. And he placed his open palms on my head 
in the Yom Kippur benediction, Honor, love,  
so that thy days may be long upon the land. 
And my father’s voice is as white as his hair. 
Then he turned his face to me for the last time  
as he did on the day he died in my arms and said: 
I want to add two to the Ten Commandments:  
The eleventh commandment, “You will not change” 
and the twelfth commandment, “Change, you will change.” 
So said my father and turned from me and went 
and vanished into his mysterious distances.  
                                                                                     Yehuda Amichai 
 
 

 
 

 

 

ע ןַלִי.ַאָבִיַהָיָהַאֱלהִיםַוְלאַיָד  ַַהוּאַנָת 
םאֶתַעֲשֶׁרֶתַ םַוְלאַבְז ע  ע  דִבְרוֹתַלאַבְר  שַׁוְלאַבָעָנָן,ַה  ַַלאַבָאֵּ

הֲבָה כוּתַוּבְא  ַ,וְהוֹסִיףַלִטוּפִיםַוְהוֹסִיףַמִלִיםַטוֹבוֹת.ַאֶלָאַבְר 
קָשָׁה"וְהוֹסִיףַ"ַאָנָא"וְהוֹסִיףַ רַזָכוֹרַוְשָׁמוֹר".ַבְב  ַַוְזִמֵּ

ןַוּבָכָהַבְַ נֵּ רבְנִגוּןַאֶחָדַוְהִתְח  רַלְדִבֵּ יןַדִבֵּ ַַ,שֶׁקֶטַבֵּ
שָוְא םַאֱלוֹהֶיךַָל  שָוְא,ַלאַתִּשָא,ַלאַתִּשָאַשֵּׁ ַַ,לאַל 

דַשָׁקֶר,ַאָנָא עֲךַָעֵּ עֲנֶהַבְרֵּ לַתּ  שַׁבְאָזְנִי.ַא  קַאוֹתִיַחָזָקַוְלָח  ַַ,וְחִבֵּ
ף,ַלאַתִּגְנוֹב ח,ַלאַתִּנְא  פוֹתַיָדָיוַ.ַלאַתִּרְצ  פְתוּחוּתוְשָׂםַאֶתַכ  ַַה 

תַיוֹםַכִפוּר לַראשִׁיַבְבִרְכ  ד.ַע  בֵּ ב,ַכ  ןַי אֲרִיכוּןַיָמֶיךָ,ַאֱה  ע  ַַלְמ 
יַהָאֲדָמָה לַפְנֵּ רַראשׁוֹ.ַע  ַַ.וְקוֹלַאָבִיַלָבָןַכְמוַֹשְׂע 

ר ח  חֲרוֹנָה-א  םַהָא  ע  פ  יַב  ל  ַַכָךַהִפְנָהַאֶתַפָנָיוַאֵּ
תַבִזְרוֹ יוֹםַשֶׁבוַֹמֵּ רכְמוַֹב  יַוְאָמ  ַַאֲנִיַרוֹצֶהַלְהוֹסִיף:ַעוֹת 
דִבְרוֹת עֲשֶׂרֶתַה  ַַ:שְׁנ יִםַל 

ד ח  רַהָא  דִבֵּ נֶה",ַעָשָׂר-ה  ַַ"לאַתִּשְׁתּ 
ים שְנֵּ רַה  דִבֵּ נֵּה",ַעָשָׂר-וְה  נֶה,ַהִשְׁתּ  ַַ"תִּשְׁתּ 

ךְ רַאָבִיַוּפָנָהַמִמֶנִיַוְהָל  ַַכָךְַאָמ 
קָיוַהַ  םַבְמֶרְח  ַַ.מוּזָרִיםוְנֶעְל 

 פתוחַסגורַפתוח,ַ"מלוןַהורי:ַ"מתוךַיהודהַעמיחיַ

 



 
Still at the beginning of the day 
 
12. I want to express my thanks for the guests who have stopped in and visited us at such an early 
hour…. For the hour is indeed early. We are still at the beginning of the day, and it may be that 
people who come after us will look at this picture and think for a moment: here is the beginning… 
and they may not know that for us this was not the beginning, but everything. Natan Alterman / Kineret                                                                                                                                   
 

 .השעהַמוקדמת …והנניַמודהַגםַלאורחיםַשנזדמנוַובאוַאלינוַבשעהַכלַכךַמוקדמת
 :ַיביטוַבתמונהַהזאתַויהרהרוַלרגע כיַאנשיםַאשרַיבואוַאחרינו ויתכן,ַעודַאנחנוַבראשיתוַשלַיום

ַ   כנרתַכנרת,ַנתןַאלתרמן  ַ.כיַאםַהכל,ַכיַבשבילנוַלאַהיתהַזוַהתחלה ידעוַאוליַולא…ַהנהַההתחלה

 

ךְ ַבְטֶרֶםַכָלַיְצִירַנִבְרָאַאֲדוֹןַעוֹלָםַאֲשֶׁרַמָל 
ל תַנ עְשָׂהַבְחֶפְצוַֹכֹּ יַמֶלֶךְַשְׁמוַֹנִקְרָאַלְעֵּ ַאֲז 

ל כֹּ יַכִכְלוֹתַה  חְרֵּ דוַַֹוְא  ַיִמְלֹךְַנוֹרָאלְב 
וֶה ַוְהוּאַיִהְיֶהַבְתִפְאָרָהַוְהוּאַהָיָהַוְהוּאַהֹּ
נִי יןַשֵּׁ חְבִירָהַוְהוּאַאֶחָדַוְאֵּ מְשִׁילוַֹוּלְה  ַלְה 

כְלִית אשִׁיתַבְלִיַת  מִשְׂרָהַבְלִיַרֵּ זַוְה  ַוְלוַֹהָעֹּ
רֶךְַבְלִיַדִמְיוֹן ַבְלִיַשִׁנוּיַוּתְמוּרָהַבְלִיַעֵּ

רוּדַבְלִיַחִבוּר ַוּגְבוּרָהַבְלִיַפֵּ ח  ַ.גְדָלַכֹּ
יַגוֹאֲלִי לִיַוְח  ַוְצוּרַחֶבְלִיַבְיוֹםַצָרָהַוְהוּאַאֵּ

ַמְנָתַכוֹסִיַבְיוֹםַאֶקְרָאַַוְהוּאַנִסִיַוּמָנוּסִי
א רְפֵּ אַוְהוּאַמ  ַוְהוּאַצוֹפֶהַוְהוּאַעֶזְרָהַוְהוּאַרוֹפֵּ

פְקִידַרוּחִי ןַוְאַַָבְיָדוַֹא  תַאִישׁ  ַעִירָהבְעֵּ
ֹּאַאִירָאַַוְעִםַרוּחִיַגְוִיָתִי נָיַלִיַוְל ַאֲדֹּ

לַנ פְשִׁי רָהַבְמִקְדָשׁוַֹתָּגֵּ חַמְהֵּ נוַּיִשְׁל  ַמְשִׁיחֵּ
יתַקָדְשִׁי נוֹרָאַוְאָזַנָשִׁירַבְבֵּ םַה  ןַשֵּׁ ןַאָמֵּ  אָמֵּ

 
ַמחברַלאַידוע                                                                                            

 

Adon olam asher malach beterem kol yetzir nivra 
[ŜΩŜǘ ƴŀΩŀǎŀƘ ōŜŎƘŜŦǘȊƻ ƪƻƭ  azai melech shemo nikra 
±ΩŀŎƘŀǊŜƛ ƪƛŎƘƭƻǘ Ƙŀƪƻƭ Levado yimloch nora 
±ΩƘǳ Ƙŀȅŀ ǾŜƘǳ ƘƻǾŜƘ ±ΩƘǳ ȅƛƘΩȅŜƘ ōΩǘƛŦŀǊŀ 
±ŜƘǳ ŜŎƘŀŘ ǾŜΩŜȅƴ ǎƘŜƴƛ Lehamshil lo lehachbira 
Beli reshit beli tachlit  ±Ωƭƻ ƘŀΩƻȊ ǾŜƘŀƳƛǎǊŀ 
.Ωƭƛ ŜǊŜŎƘ ōŜƭƛ ŘƛƳȅƻƴ  .Ωƭƛ ǎƘƛƴǳȅ ǳΩǘƳǳǊŀ 
.Ωƭƛ ŎƘƛōǳǊ ōΩƭƛ ǇŜƛǊǳŘ  DΩŘƻƭ ƪƻŀŎƘ ǳΩƎΩǾǳǊŀ 
±ΩƘǳ 9ƭƛ ǾΩŎƘŀƛ ƎƻΩŀƭƛ  ±ΩǘȊǳǊ ŎƘŜǾƭƛ ōΩȅƻƳ ǘȊŀǊŀ 
±ΩƘǳ ƴƛǎƛ ǳƳŀƴƻǎƛ  Menat kosi beyom ekra 
±ΩƘǳ ǊƻŦŜƘ ǾΩƘǳ Ƴarpeh ±ΩƘǳ ǘȊƻŦŜƘ ǾΩƘǳ ŜȊǊŀ 
.ΩȅŀŘƻ ŀŦƪƛŘ ǊǳŎƘi  .ΩŜǘ ƛǎƘŀƴ ǾΩŀΩƛǊŀ 
±ΩƛƳ ǊǳŎƘƛ ƎŜǾƛȅŀǘƛ  Adonai li velo ira 
.ΩƳƛƪŘŀǎƘƻ ǘŀƎŜƭ ƴŀŦǎƘƛ Meshichenu yishlach meherah 
±ΩŀȊ ƴŀǎƘƛǊ ōΩǾŜǘ ƪƻŘǎƘƛ Amen amen shem hanora 
 
                        Adon Olam / Unknown 

 

 

 
*  

 
 
Zion  is a community of Israeli Jews of all backgrounds, beliefs, customs, and practices, gathering 
together to re-dream Jerusalem as a meeting point for all. Zion provides the opportunity for 
many to pray and celebrate Judaism in a way that feels authentic and relevant to them, oftentimes 
for the first time in their lives, within a community deeply rooted in tradition and Jewish 
heritage. Within a few years Zion became a unique inspirational community for Jews and Non-
Jews in Israel and around the world, paving the way to a Jerusalem of shared Faith and Hope.  
 

 


