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Di1vrREI BRACHA

Rav Shmuel Weinberg

n7ywn 1071 ' 7 o
T PIPTH 1NN 121 TN AWn 121 0Mpa T Taab
0o by ababana a1 Mo

nce again, you have uplifted and unified our chabura, as you do over and

over, with 0117 nmin mm. The anthologies that you have published in the

past were works of art, brimming with mmn 127 of the highest calibre,
written and edited in perfect form. I am certain that this time as well, you have
succeeded in producing another anthology worthy of praise, one that will be the
pride and joy of our n*np, Kahal Lev Avos. I extend to you my blessing that the
Shechina dwell in your handiwork, that the merit of bringing merit to the public
fortify you always, and that this work achieve its intended goal, finding favor in the
eyes of all that peruse and partake of it.

Allow me to add a few lines to the dear members of our n>np.

.05 DTIP MO MIHAA DWMT DHXKW NwNan 1351

The Rebbe, the Nesivos Shalom b7x1, would so often remind us that the term
Halacha is rooted in the word Halicha, meaning conduct. It is incumbent upon us,
as we anticipate a Chag, to inquire and to explore the ways in which to conduct
ourselves as we approach it, how to enter the Chag with the proper perspective
and the appropriate mindset. Each Chag is laden with the consistent and constant
abundance and blessings of HaKadosh Baruch Hu. We must do our best to avail
ourselves of the vast opportunity afforded to us each Yom Tov.

5pn phx 11 The greatest oo of all generations, reveals to us in his Piyut that
non nxw) mym 53 wx1a: At the head of all the Chagim and occasions of holiness,
on a transcendent plane, stands Chag HaPesach. All the other Chagim derive their
nurture from this singular Chag that stands at their helm. What, then, is the
essence of this holy moment that is fast approaching?

The name of Chag Pesach recalls the phenomenon of Hashem’s pass over
Jewish doors at the time of mm122 non. But the »~x Hakadosh reveals to us that the
word nmon actually translates to the word ‘skipping’. It points to the stark and painful
reality of similarity that existed between Bnei Yisrael and the Egyptians at the time
of their redemption. Far from being the refined and sanctified beings they were
destined to become, the Jews were mired in Egyptian culture, all but inextricable
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and externally indistinguishable from their Egyptian masters of hundreds of years.
According to the natural process, it would take them years to shed the corruption
and depravity of their Egyptian captors in order to merit redemption. But n-apn did
not intend to wait. Miraculously, He disrupted the system, and skipped us over the
gradual and necessary path to self-improvement. He revealed to us a magnificent
light, and that revelation chased away all the darkness. 2»x> ova n%": all the barriers
disappeared in the glow of G-dliness.

The love that Hakadosh Baruch Hu radiated toward Bnei Yisrael was revealed
to them when they were not worthy of it, when they were far from prepared to
cling to the Shechina or to serve Hashem in purity. Still and all, Hakadosh Baruch
Hu told Moshe at the very beginning of his mission, when Bnei Yisrael were yet
completely immersed in the sea of subservience to Egypt, that they are 132 22
X

And so in each generation, everyone must picture themselves as if they have
taken leave of Egypt. Each year, the spark of redemption is reawakened, and once
again Hakadosh Baruch Hu names us his son, his eldest, his treasure- arousing our
souls to get up and go forth. And on that holy night that awaits us so soon, each
of us has the opportunity to look not at our current state of being, not to succumb
to despair, not to heed the call of the yetzer that seeks to minimize our capabilities
and limit our capacity for greatness. Rather, we must remember the words »1122 22
bxwr, to awaken that ancient promise, and to believe with all our hearts that no
matter how deep the darkness, we can and will be redeemed again.

Great days are in store for our Kehila. Hakadosh Baruch Hu has led us to
this moment, in his infinite paths of Chesed, and we are about to enter our new
vyn wipn ma. The Rambam writes that one element of relating the story of our
exodus is the recollection and the praise and glorification of Hashem for the great
kindness that He visited upon us. There is no better time for gratitude than now.
Indeed, we partake of Pesach as a group, and when a group of Jews gather with
the intent and purpose of giving thanks and praise to Hashem Yisborach, that is,
in and of itself, the purpose and reason for the creation of this world and all that it
contains, as the famous words of the Ramban remind us at the end of Parshas Bo:

PRW L, NIND R INRA RITW POX 7T 10MOKA AR Mynn 52 namn
TN DTRA PTW 125N DNNNNA Yan 1OY DX PRI LANWRA 17780 MNX opo 15
,07277 NSAN MAN N1 "Na NN MHYHN2 MPR MRRM NN ,IXAW DR
17185 1R 117 10079 DX DR12W DRD 1717 1¥ApnT DIpn 0K 12D e

JIMIR P2

And when we will come together before Him and proclaim: “We are your
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creations and you are our father!”, may we merit that Hakadosh Baruch Hu will
rest His Shechina among us, and once again reiterate “You are my oldest, my child,
my treasure”. May Hashem send nnb¥m no1a to each and every one of us, and may
we merit to see joy from our children as they grow in true Emunah, suffused in
Torah, Chochma and Yiras Shamayim, and may all of our yearnings be fulfilled
nod.

It is impossible to close without acknowledging the goodness and appreciating
the one who conducted the masterpiece: Avi Sipzner, who dedicated his time and
energy tirelessly, for the sake of the Kehila and the noi3n ma. On a personal level,
I will always carry with me the wonderful moments of Tefila we experienced in
the Sipzner home. Avi and his nmwn nwx Penina transformed their living room
into a vyn wipn in every sense of the word. There is no doubt that those Tefilos
have permeated their walls, and the kedusha of the Klal has saturated their home,
leaving an impression of holiness that will remain forever after. May they live that
nachas, and my they merit great abundance in nmwaa nramma.

M2 Sxmnw
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The Mitzvah to Tell the Story of

Our Exodus from Mitzrayim:
Even to the Evil Son

HaRav Shmuel Weinberg

e are commanded four times in the Torah to relate the story of the
WExodus from Egypt to our children with specific guidance as to how

to answer their questions. The Sages derived from the fact that the
Torah enumerated the obligation to tell the Exodus story four times, with different
dialogue each time, that the Torah seeks to provide answers to different types of
children each with his or her own temperament and orientation. As a result of their
unique differences their questions are different and hence the answers we provide
must be tailored to their uniqueness. While the Torah does not explicitly identify
the four types of sons the Sages understood, as a result of the style of question, who
they are and what type of answer will quiet their concerns and issues.

We might note that the order of the four sons as it appears in the Hagaddah is
different than its appearance in the Chumash. While in the Hagaddah the question
of the chacham-wise son is first, the wicked sons question takes precedence in
the Chumash . Not only does it appear earlier in the Chumash ; the question of
the Rasha was related by Moshe Rabbeinu before Makas Bechoros and before the
Egyptians sent the Jews out of Egypt. While they were still enslaved to Pharaoh the
Torah taught us how to react to the wicked sons challenge.

WX ‘7Y KIA 10D N1 DNANXY .03% DRI AP N 0372 DX 1R ) m
JANWN DYA TPM ¥ 1PN NN1 DD DX 19312 0¥NA YR 112 N1 HY non

(12 12 op108D "2 D MNY)
‘and it shall be that when your children say to you ‘What is this
service to you?’. You shall say ‘It is a Pesach-feast offering to Hashem,
Who passed over the houses of the Children of Israel in Egypt when

He smote the Egyptians but He saved our households’ “and the people
bowed their heads and prostrated themselves” (Shemos 12:26-27).

1] Many commentators question how the style of the question indicated to
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the Sages that it is that of the Rasha.It cannot be because he asks “What is the
service to you?” since the wise son employs similar terminology “What are the
testimonies, decrees and ordinances which Hashem ,our God commanded you? "I
would like to suggest an answer to the question.

2] The reaction of the Jewish People to Moshe Rabbeinu’s words is quite
remarkable. Rashi comments that the people bowed in thanks for the implied
message that they would be redeemed, that they would inherit the Land and that
they would have children. If ,as the Sages understand, the son here is the Rasha,
why does this elicit joy and excitement? This ostensibly does not seem to be such
good news?!

3] What seems extremely perplexing is that while the Chumash provides an

«c

answer to the question of thee Rasha “It is a Pesach-feast offering to Hashem,
Who passed over the houses of the Children of Israel in Egypt when He smote the
Egyptians but He saved our households™ the Sages in the Hagaddah ignore this
answer and provide a very different alternative response. 153 55571 11 myy xninw an
XS Ow 11771 19K O KD1D ,0MYnNn NRYA D 1 AwY T Napa 1H 20K W nX anpn Nk R pya
DX 7.

“ Since he excludes himself from the group he denies everything .You too
should blunt his teeth and tell him” It is because of this that Hashem did this for

« «

me when I went out of Egypt “ “For me “ but not for him—had he been there, he
would not have been redeemed The Sages instructed us to offer a seemingly tough
reply instead of the scholarly intellectual response written in the Chumash, namely
that had he been there he would have remained there. Why did the Sages abandon
the soft and pretty instructions of the Torah and call for a tough-toned response?

4] Furthermore the Hagaddah’s answer to the Rasha appears in the Chumash
as the response to the She'aino Yodeah Lishol - the son who is unable to ask. nmam
D¥MN XY Y 71 WY AT Mapa x> Xinn ora 2. "And you shall tell your son on
that day, saying, “It is because of this that Hashem acted on my behalf when I left
Egypt”(Shemos 13:8).Why did the Sages search for an alternative answer for the
Rasha in the Torah’s response to the She'aino Yodeah Lishol?

5] Finally, the language employed by the Hagaddah in its response to the
Rasha changes syntax along the way. It begins by telling us to tell him namely the
Rasha but continues “for me but not for him (rather than for you) .Even though we
are seemingly addressing the Rasha we in fact don’t speak to him but rather speak
about him. In truth this switch of syntax does not appear in the Mechilta source
of the Hagaddah text yet the author of the Hagaddah found it necessary to change
the text to incorporate this syntax switch. Why?
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The key to resolve our questions lays in understanding why the Hagaddah
juxtaposes the questions of the Chacham and the Rasha while in the Chumash the
order is Rasha—She”aino Yodeah Lishol -Tam (all in Parashas Bo) and only later
(in Veschanan) that of the Chacham. Additionally one might wonder why the
author of the Hagaddah follows the Chacham with the Rasha while seemingly the
Tam-Simple son is the counterpoint of the Chacham. [Interestingly the Talmud
Yerushalmi calls the tam —the fool].

By placing the Rasha after the Chacham the Hagaddah teaches us that our
Rasha is not intrinsically an evil person rather his flaws are rooted in a lack of
knowledge and not in evil character. This teaches us that in order to influence
the Rasha we need provide him with knowledge and understanding. And if the
father lacks knowledge he certainly cannot convey it to his son. While generally
good tries in its encounters with evil to overpower the evil and with anger and
righteous indignation to win evil over to its side this strategy is doomed to failure
when encountering the Rasha. We need clearly understand that the Rasha son
who sits with usat the Seder table is not intrinsically evil - he lacks Chochma. The
author of the Hagaddah ,by placing the two sons side by side did us a great favor
and teaches us that we can provide the Rasha the Chochma he needs. We should
not see our encounter with the Rasha as an adversarial battle or struggle but rather
as an educational opportunity to grant him the wisdom he needs to transcend his
“wickedness”.

What is Chochma? Were we ,in our times, to pose Ben Zoma’s question” 21nmx
0on Who is a wise person?’ most people would respond “a person with a high IQ”
Yet Ben Zoma answered a timeless truth ox Yan 50 “ One who learns from all
people”. Seemingly this indicates refined character, patience and humility;in what
way isthis indicative of wisdom?

The answer calls for a redefinition of wisdom. The chacham loves and values
wisdom above all else. He yearns for more and more wisdom and as a result
recognizes his own shortcomings. He realizes that the wisdom he can garner from
wise people can help him overcome those flaws. As a result he has the humility
to be willing to learn from others. A true lover of wisdom wants to grow and
understands that the key to self-growth is the readiness to accept wisdom from
anyone who can provide it immaterial of their status or position. He possesses
the desire to learn, listen and imbibe wisdom. One who realizes that there may be
others who know more and who can help him concretize his own potential truly
deserves the title -- Chacham. True wisdom is saturated with humility and desire
to accept and receive.
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The Rasha doesn't lack goodness --- he is missing the chochma which is the
entrance pass to goodness. If he was a chacham he would possess the willingness
to listen and learn. Lacking chochma he is unwilling to subjugate his ego to the
humble pursuit of chochma. Since his arrogance (often rooted in low self-esteem)
causes his lack of chochma we must teach him the tools to acquire chochma so that
he can escape the prison of his “wickedness”

Dovid Hamelech teaches us 05w x5 ywn mb “the Rasha borrows and does not
repay” (Tehillim 37: 21). Obviously one who borrows but does not repay is an
ingrate and wicked. Yet there is a far more subtle flaw in not repaying. Every person
at one stage or another needs a loan to get on in life. The soul of commerce is cash
flow and the ability to borrow when necessary. One who does not repay destroys
his credit and cannot borrow again when need be. He is a rasha but the foundation
is a lack of wisdom. He fails to understand the consequences of his defaulting on
the loan; he will never be able again to procure a loan from any source. However,
since he did not look at the future and understand the ramifications of his default,
preferring the momentary gain of retaining the money over the long term gain of
a good credit rating he closed the door on any future loans. We may legitimately
conclude that his foolishness brought him to wickedness. Chochma might have
prevented the wicked behavior.

In contrast the Chacham sees the results of his actions. 7511 nx nxmn oanArx
He is Roeh es Hanolad ,learning from the past and its mistakes. (The word 751
is past tense as opposed to m5» which is future). The chacham is not a prophet
who knows the future; he recognizes the implications of the past and is willing
to humbly submit himself to its life lessons. Be it his own mistakes or those of
others he is willing to learn from them -this ability grants him the accolade
Chacham. The Rasha is never able to own up to his shortcomings or mistakes
,always stonewalling, and therefore can never extrapolate lessons for the future
from the past. His foolishness and stupidity causes him to never access chochma
and to stubbornly stick to his wickedness.

On the sanctified night of the Seder , the most beautiful and opportune
moment to speak to our children and imbue their hearts with emunah we engage
the Rasha and his brazen attitude. Although he sits to the Seder table he feels
unconnected; a rejected angry and bitter outsider. His anger and pain cause him
to speak with such obnoxious obstinacy. He asks what this all means to us clearly
indicating that he does not feel part of our life or life’s path. He doesn’t have
questions; he is angry and disappointed unable to actualize areal connection. In
contrast to the Chacham who expresses desire to know and learn “What are the
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testimonies, decrees and ordinances which Hashem ,our God commanded you?”
the Rasha expresses frustration, anger and lack of connection. The difference
between their questions is not related to their terminology but rather in the tone
and “niggun” of their words. Therefore Moshe Rabbeinu teaches us “There will
come a time when a generation of children will ask with impudence ‘what is this
service all about’?”. The call of the hour at that juncture is for the fathers to provide
them with the chochma necessary to rise above the pettiness of perception which
causes them to speak with such hurt. Fathers need understand that that the child
is not acting out of wickedness but rather out of a foolish lack of chochma. And as
we all know npnw nnonb a»o the safeguard of chochma is silence.

A wise person does not seek to vanquish his intellectual enemy; he devises
strategies and tactics to defuse the situation and win his adversary over to his side.
The verse doesn’t call to respond directly but rather onanx1 you shall say. Don't
engage in confrontational argument rather simply speak intelligent truth. ‘It is a
Pesach-feast offering to Hashem, Who passed over the houses of the Children
of Israel “ is not specifically addressed to the Rasha ; it is a response to all of the
children who heard the poisonous words of the Rasha. There is no need to engage
in fierce or vindictive debate with the Rasha. What is crucial, even before answering
any questions, provocative or not, is to thank Hashem for the gift of a child, a child
who the father truly loves, and values and is happy to have. Thank Hashem that the
child came to join you at the Seder table. The Rasha needs to hear and feel that he
is a welcome part of the family like all of his siblings and that his parents love him
and want closeness to inform their relationship.

How to answer the Rasha? How can we penetrate his heart? »»w nx nipn is
rendered by Rishonim as weaken his teeth meaning take the venom out of the
biting attitude he displays. Try and tone down the bitter desire to fight ;don’t play
into the hands of angry combat. The father has what to learn from the question of
the Rasha namely to figure out why he sees himself as an outsider at his father’s
table. What brought him to such a perception and how might bit be reversed.
When the child realizes that his question is important and valuable to the father ,
because he is important to his father, he can soften and be ready to listen.

Where does the true answer to the Rasha lay? It is alluded to in the answer to
the She’aino Yodeah Lishol. We speak of the loss of one who cannot connect to the
faith generated by the Exodus but we don’t speak directly to the Rasha rather we
talk about him. By speaking indirectly about the phenomenon rather than about
the person we allow him to engage with the message. When we explain to the
She’aino Yodeah Lishol that those wicked people did not merit to leave Egypt we
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imply that all those, including the “Rasha-son” who join with us at the Seder are
by definition not that Rasha. While he might see himself as a Rasha in truth it is a
fantasy ; he is one of our beloved children.

The mitzvah of Sippur Yetzias Mitzrayim includes the obligation to listen with
emotional attentiveness to each and every child and his unique question. While
different in tone, style and orientation they all are ultimately part of the thirst for
chochma. The answer must be not only a conveyance of information but even
more importantly it must come from a loving heart ,a heart that deeply desires to
reach out and bring the child close.

In this way we will merit to witness the last words of the last recorded Navi
He shall restore the heart of fathers to children and the heart of children to their

fathers” (Malachi 4:24).
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What is the true focus that we
should have by Magid?

Yosef Moskowitz

very year we come to the Seder and every family seems to have the same

debate ensue. There are those, primarily children and B'nai Yeshiva, who

have prepared many Divrei Torah to share, while there are others who
would like to move the Seder along to get to Shulchan Aruch at a reasonable hour.
It is a difficult task to balance the two competing ideas out and rare is a Seder that
achieves the perfect delicate equilibrium. However, as we approach Magid, we
need to ask ourselves which is the proper perspective to have.

The common theme that eschews is to focus on keeping the kids engaged and
attentive to the point that puts the attention on our children. There are several
questions that have been on my mind; where does the whole concept come from
regarding the emphasis when it comes to children that are sometimes as little as
3-5 years old? Additionally, what should be our main focus as we recite Magid?

The Shulchan Aruch (Orach Chaimg473:7) tells us

X DX .ATIPV0 OTIP 21w D12 DMW NN Mp1nn DRWW 11,1 012 TN 1D Pann
JR¥Y NX Sxw KIS DX INORIW INWK L1219 PR DX 2TR5n 1A ,12a nnon
191 manwa 10 A1 ohxIw 0Mmon b 15ex

There is a crucial focus on engaging the children and having them actively
participate by questioning the activities that are being done at the Seder.
The Rambam (Hilchos Chametz U’Matzah 7:2-3) adds

2157 1ax 12 Sw anyT a5 705 nmam nxiw Hxrw K 5K 022 prnnd myn
TAY 102 IR T AN 11D D7TAY 1270 1912 112 1D IR WD X JOp 71 DX YD
DoMm DI a0 7 AR LMD UK 172pn NMR AT 11 a2 ovna
2 5w anyT 285 Yo 1 fwn 'Y 1D WPIW 00N DNIYNA 1D PIURY 10 TN
1 950 7AW 119 1R DR 07120 KW T A1 A5 1w mwyb
P5MN MWn TYI .1 11 1 YUK 11 0 DD RN 0d 2w 1Y Mo ban
AT TR AT AYn PO oKW TP 0Mabn MW 0P 0MaK! Nop ond
MINWI NN T AX AT POXIW AWK D PR INDXIW NWK 1215 PR OR0 02T KXY

T 950 MINWwa nn nxyd SR 11ab 70 ,0on 1910 1 SR LT non

There is clearly a focus on relating to the children, and by doing so also
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relating to oneself, the idea that once we were slaves in Egypt and now are free.
The Rambam is reinforcing that while one can tell this to his children directly,
ideally the children naturally inquire of the unusual nature of the Seder night, and
this way the parent’s response is anticipated and listened to with an excitement as
opposed to being received like a lecture in school.

The Rama (Orach Chaim 473:7) takes it a step further

012 S mnn XX LMW nnamd Y PXLNDXIW WK IR (TN

The Hagadah, specifically Magid, is not a Beracha with specific verbiage and
a defined text. In fact, the actual text of the Haggadah is not of prime importance
at all. The key is to engage in a conversation and convey the message of freedom.

But why is so much focus placed on the children? After all, children are
exempt from Mitzvos and while Chinuch is an important part of any jewish child’s
formation, it is odd that on a night we are commanded to perform multiple mitzvos,
we spend the largest chunk of time in Magid, a discussion with the children?

When we think about Yitzias Mitzrayim, the thought of carrying on from
generation to generation is evident. The fact that Hashem took us out and allowed
us to survive with Nissim is extremely important to carry on from generation to
generation. By keeping the children involved, it allows us the ability to imbue the
commemoration from all generations at the seder so that each one can pass on to
their future respective children and grandchildren. We see the concept of being
Mefarsaim a Neis and that whoever was involved in the Neis, should also partake
in the Pirsumei Nisa aspect. When we think back to the story of Pesach and how it
unfolded, the children of the families were very much apart of the various segments
of the Hagadah. Whether it was the Makkos, Kriyas Yam Suf or Yetzias Mtizrayim,
each child was affected physically and emotionally. Be that as it may, children are
an integral part of the seder and the mitzvah of Vehagadata L'Vincha.

The mitzvah of Vehigadata L'Vincha is the focus of Magid. Rav Dovid
Fohrman points out that there is an order that is expressed throughout Magid.
As we open up with Ha Lachman Anya, we turn our attention to the Matza, the
bread of affliction. This reminds us that we are going to start to re-tell the story of
Pesach as the Matzah sets the tone. As we move on to Mah Nishtana, we enable the
kids to be the center of attention as it gives each child the opportunity to ask some
of the glaring questions to open Magid. This allows us to get the kids involved
immediately, as mentioned earlier the kids are an important part of the Seder as a
whole and even more so by Magid.

As we move along to Avadim Hayinu, it would appear that Magid could be
summed up within the first sentence. However, it is more of a summary and an
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expression of Hakaros Hatov we have to Hakadosh Baruch Hu for taking us out of
Mitzrayim versus delving into the details of the story. Maaseh Brebi Elazar talks
about the depth the story was discussed as the point is more about how much detail
the story had been discussed. The Arba Banim are giving us the lens of how the
story is viewed in the eyes of each of the different sons and their reactions. To this
point, we haven't really “told” the story of the Haggadah but rather have spoken
out how we will re-tell it, how much of it we will discuss and was discussed, how
long the story is and how it is viewed in the eyes of the different sons. We finally
begin the story to fulfill the mitzvah of Vehigadata L Vincha, with the paragraph of
Metchila Oivdei Avodah Zara as we carry on through until Shulchan Aruch.

Unfortunately, while our children receive a wonderful education from
tremendous Torah institutions, by the time they reach the Seder night they have
already been drilled on everything about the Seder and have coached on the various
answers, that hardly is there a time where a child will genuinely be intrigued enough
to inquire as to the actions of the Seder. However, it is incumbent on all parents, to
find at least one point during the Seder where they can naturally converse with the
child and explain to them the wonders of Yitziyas Mitzraim, how bad it was to be
slave and how grateful we are to Hakosh Baruch Hu for redeeming us.

The key of Magid is to remember that while the beginning is very important,
it is even more important to get to the point where we discuss the story of Pesach
and not have to rush through it as Chatzos approaches. We want to try and avoid
the angst of dragging along the beginning and having everyone want to rush
through the most crucial parts. If we do that, we can put ourselves in a position
to fulfill the essence of the Mitzvah and Mekayaim what Hakadosh Baruch Hu
is asking from us. This will IYH allows us to bring Mashiach and finally dance
L'Shana Haba B’Yerushalayim.

132/



max a5 1wm a0

1277°2 1M AX NM1oN

Avi Langer

(1, mmw) 1 0M¥n nSap NNNn DINX XM 7K SR 1135 X 195
Therefore, say to the 58w’ 13, T am Hashem, and I will take
you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians...

his p1on famously describes the four mnw5 of a5, beginning with

D¥m NS0 nnnn 0onX 'nxvim. But rather than just stating “I will take

you out” and continuing to the other three mnwb of mbxn ynbym
and 'nnp5, Hashem’s message was “I will take you out o™x¥n nbao nnnn.” The
simple meaning is that the redemption can only begin if the chains of slavery
and the burdens — n>a0 - of the omun are first removed. Only once those
obstacles are eliminated can the bx1w» 11 experience the higher levels of nxw
leading up to the ultimate "nxam.

The o"nn wrrn, however, explains the word nbao differently. nbao doesn’t
mean “burdens,” but instead comes from the word nu5a0- “patience,” or more
accurately in this context, “tolerance.” With this in mind, Hashem’s message
to bx1w 553 was that the o™yn should be so oixn in your eyes to the point that
you should no longer be able to tolerate their presence. Continuing to stay in
omyn, even after all of these years, will lead to tolerance and, ultimately, the
point of no return (or no leave). The only solution is to leave now.

In the same vein, the nnan qwn quotes a vws from his father on the words

NX 7IXP TWKI...DINX IR X?pA K71, 209WN0 NX1NpM DX DNX D10

(12 - 12,m X1p7) 028b WX Man
- you must follow My laws...to avoid the land spitting you out
as it did to the nations that preceded you.

Rashi explains with a Swn: this can be compared to a prince who was fed
disgusting food and, not being able to tolerate it, vomited it up. The simple
understanding of this pon is that if you don't follow My laws, then just as
the land spat out the oy, it will do the same to you. R* Meir Simcha’s father
explains differently. The reaction to retch will only occur the first few times
the prince eats the vile food. But once his body gets used to it, even if he
derives no nxin from the “food,” he is able to keep it down. The same is true
with 5x v yax, which is like the prince in the Swn. Hashem’s warning to 55>
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bxwr is to follow His laws because, if not, the land that had spit out the o™i due
to their vile actions, may ultimately learn to be >mo your misdeeds — yaxn x'pn x>
DINX.

According to this interpretation, oonx yaxn xpn X0 doesn't mean "lest the
land spit you out" but rather, "and the land won't spit you out.” But it is important
to note that when n"apn warns us to follow His ways and not, 1"n, the ways of the
o™, that doesn’t just mean that we shouldn’t copy them. That is obvious.

RN IR WK P PR OWYNA Wwyn XD N2 DR MWK DMYN PR Iwyns
(a: X2pm) 1950 X5 omnpna Wwyn X nw 0onx

This very clearly notes the m7i1 ">".* Even when there is a hint of altering from
our mmon, the Torah reminds us to be extremely careful.

XOyan n"nbp1xt 19X 11 2" mIxn points out that in the second nwns of ynw, the
Torah reiterates the nmyn of p>nn and nnm that were previously mentioned in the
first nwn, but with one distinction. In the second nwnn, between the words oniwm
a1 Sy mx5 and pwa (o2 mnm 5y onano, there are the new words of omx on,
D1 137> 0272 nx. The 1" mx asks, why does the ;oo suddenly introduce the myn of
o121 T smack in middle of these two nmyn? He explains that the nmyn of 1> an
and nnm (similar to a nmn 190) are unique in that if even a single portion of a tiny
letter is missing — a T Sw wp — the entire 1>on or nnm is "Mon. When it comes to
oaan irn the same is true. If the mmon we instill in our children is lacking in even
the most minute detail, if the 0>11 nx onm™ is lacking, those children may1'n grow
to be o> who are incomplete in the people who they could, and should, become.

It is perhaps for that reason why in "mx nwnn, when discussing 1130 nxmv, Rashi
writes that 197X 212 02n5n X 70X is coming to tell us that the o5 should be careful
to prevent onop from eating ov1w and other nxmw *5oxn. The owan are all bothered
regarding the connection between the nw1n of nxmw that Rashi is linking to the mens
of o¥w. According to what we are saying, perhaps the message is that while the
father will surely instruct his children about the obvious (e.g., not eating ov7w), he
may be less scrupulous in his warnings regarding o'riy that are ">own nbynb." To truly
achieve the ideal “passing of the torch” to the next generation, the Torah equates the
obvious messages we impart to our children with the esoteric.

mw

Many years ago, I heard a beautiful vws and lesson on 7 from R’ Yissocher Frand
X"vbw regarding a change in the xapn nwb from the mrw that Sxw» 553 said by the
Mo 0 to the mw that they said by the axa. By the mio o, the ;1o states nwn 1w 1%

1 As inxand
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5xw 125, Being born as a new nation only as they left omyn, Sxaw» 555 was in their
infancy stages, and Moshe had to teach them how to sing proper praise to Hashem.
During their time in the n1am, they experienced a maturation process where they
learned the proper time to say mw. It is for that reason that Moshe’s name is absent
- 5w 1w x (1,80 12TNa).

True irn is providing your children with the tools they need to make proper
decisions on that own. It is for that reason that I believe the Torah also drops the
word 11 in this later instance. bxw» 555 grew from being the bx1w» na - the children
- and became 5xw.

In the mrw itself, they sang 1mmmxi »ax *pbx ymaxy *5-x ar — this is my G-d and
I will glorify Him, the G-d of my father and I will exalt Him. But which is it - is it
my G-d or my father’s G-d?

R’ Yosef Nechemia Kornitzer 5"vr explains that even if a person reaches a level
that n"apn becomes, so to speak, his own G-d, a person must recognize from where he
developed the nimx to reach that level of realization. Our parents, grandparents and
forefathers before us are the source of our nimx, and should continue as our source,
even if on our own we experience and witness situations that ingrain that knowledge
in our hearts. i5mn 7n nx Sxwr kM - w550 witnessed perhaps the greatest miracle
ever to have occurred on this world - the splitting of the mo o. And, yet, the pon
concludes 1may nwna 2 wnxn. They realized the true source of their mimx.

This can also explain a puzzling w2 on the Gemara in (:5) noo that says that
even nursing babies paused from their eating, sang nw and then went back to
nursing. The w1 says nwx1n 1 mnxi 011 5 - the second miracle of returning to
their eating was even greater than the first miracle of them stopping to say mrw.

What demands an explanation is that the first miracle was indeed great -
babies naturally eat to their hearts content and don’t voluntary stop, and certainly
not to sing songs! The second “miracle;,” however, wasn’t really a miracle at all -
when the opportunity to return to eating becomes available, a baby will jump on
it, so (1) how can the Medrash call the second part of the story a “miracle” and
(2) to the point that it is even greater than the first miracle? R Yosef Nechemia
explains with the above Yesod - a Jewish child is nourished with the Emunah
of his ancestors from the moment he is born. The newly born Jewish nation was
nourished with such Emunah. Yet, they personally experienced the awesome sight
of the Shechina and no longer needed to rely on the Emunah instilled by their
parents — they saw it vana. The great miracle was that despite this, they returned
to the nvwn nimx that they received from their parents. Of course, Tn nx Sx1w» XN
nornn - nevertheless, 112 1mxn - they returned to their nows nnnx.
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The Significance of the Bechor

Avi Weber

("N WR” 11302 DRANT R7OOW PINT RN SR 1 12T 0 Hy)

N122-52 N A .DYM TiNa XY IR L0200 NYND M MK 1D ,0WNn MR T
931 5D MR WK ANDWA D2 T ,iXD2-5Y 2w nPID 1132an--0myn TN
X5 21,70 X5 7N MWK ,01¥R YIX-522,77T ARYY A 2 g
WX YA W0P--I0N2-TY LR, i 2-yam X5 X712 5t en

(1-1 X mnw)  SxA P omyn Pa LM 1Y

ften is the case when one learns (and relearns) stories in the Torah, does

he gloss over numerous glaring difficulties in the words of the text. Our

familiarity with the stories cause us to operate under the assumption that
most of what we read makes absolute sense. With a bit of pause, analysis and even
some healthy questioning, we can begin to uncover a new layer of understanding
and appreciation for even the most well known episodes.

No better example of this notion than the storyline of Yetzias Mitzrayim. If we
simply take a step back, we will begin to notice multiple glaring questions that we
not have paid attention to. Many of these questions revolve around the role of the
7122 throughout the story. If we can uncover the centrality of the m23, we will begin
to see this familiar story in a whole new light.

Let us begin by asking a number of seemingly obvious questions.

o As we know, the final and most catastrophic plague to punish the Mitzrim was
the death of their first borns. Why did Hashem feel the need to specifically
target the first borns of Egypt? Were they more evil than the rest of the nation?
We certainly do not see that they enslaved the Jewish people more than anyone
else in Egypt. Some want to claim the reason the o™xyn 21 were targeted was
because Paroh himself was a maa. If that was the case, why would Paroh be the
only 1122 not to be killed during the plague?!?

o The Tur (O.C 470) writes that all first born males have an obligation to fast
on Erev Pesach. The reason, he says, is to commemorate the miracle that they
were saved from mm22 non. When do we ever fast to commemorate Hashem
saving us from a threat? Should we not be celebrating such an event?

o Thevery fact that >xnv»»31 have an obligation to fast in order to commemorate
the miracle proves there was a real threat to them that night. So serious was
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the threat, that had they not put blood on their doorposts, they would not
have been saved. Why? Was it not the case by every other plague that the
Jewish people were spared any effect regardless of what they did? Why, all of
the sudden, did they have to differentiate themselves during this non over any
other?

« The generally accepted custom today amongst most xw» 21 is to either
make or attend a Siyum on Erev Pesach to permit eating as part of a myn nmyo.
The Mishna Berura (470:10) himself paskins that this is the custom in many
places that any first born that makes or attends a Siyum may be lenient and eat
the rest of the day. When do we ever treat a fast so leniently? Surprisingly, no
one protests the custom of exempting oneself through a Siyum and the Mishna
Berura implies that this might even be the prefered action. Why?

o The Rama (O.C 470:2) writes that if the first born son is still a op, the father
should fast in his place. If the reason for the fast is to commemorate the miracle
during mm2a nan and the 72 in this case is exempt due to his age, for what
purpose would the father fast in his place? Do we ever apply this practice by
another fast throughout the year? What has the father accomplished by taking
on the fast of his son?

In order to understand the role of the 1131 and make sense of these seemingly
difficult questions, R* Yisroel Meir Druck in his Sefer Aish Tamid makes a
fascinating insight. The Torah tells us in X nwna:

ARTY MDD MM T MY PI0K I-NK TI3-NK MY WK wnY PRy, 2

(v:m mwRI2) THY NAT-WR DR ,0TNIR-DY M RN ,1on5--0wm
For I have known him because he commands his sons and his
household after him, that they should keep the way of the Lord to
perform righteousness and justice, in order that the Lord bring upon
Abraham that which He spoke concerning him.”

Hashem tells Avraham Avinu that he will be rewarded since Hashem knows
that he has commanded his sons and family to keep the Torah. Really? No where
in the Torah does it ever say that Avraham ever commanded his children to do
anything! Why is Hasem rewarding Avraham for something it seems like he never
did?!? In quoting his father zt”], R Druck explains that in reality, Avraham Avinu
never did command his children to follow in his ways. Rather, Avraham’s children
watched the way he carried himself, his actions, his chessed and his overall
righteousness, and were instinctively driven to follow in his footsteps. The living,
breathing example of what an 'n 72y looks like is the greatest method of influence
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a parent has on their child. The nwx xnn7 (living example) reaches the depths of

our children, instilling within them a passion to follow in ways a word or speech

can never accomplish. Avraham Avinu was 7amn his children simply through his
actions, setting a precedence for all of us to follow. For that, he was rewarded.

If the nmwx xmnT is the most influential factor in one’s education, it would
stand to reason that those who a child looks to first, have the single greatest
responsibility in the path that child chooses. Therefore, although parents are
obviously the greatest influencers initially, as time goes on and the age gap between
parents and younger children widen, the prime example no longer falls on the
parent. Naturally, the younger children in the family will begin to look at the oldest
child as their guide. The ™23, argues R’ Druck, takes on the role of the primary
nwex xnaT. It is he who sets the tone and clears the path of Torah and Mitzvos for
the remaining children to follow. If, however, the m2a chooses a path of evil, it is
he who bears the responsibility of having influenced his younger siblings to do the
same.

As we uncover the role of the m>1 and begin to internalize their direct impact,
we can now understand some of our original difficulties.

o Granted all of the Mitzrim were responsible for the persecution of the Jewish
people. The o™xyn >3, however, bear more responsibility than the rest. Had
they chosen to take on a different approach, to not follow in their parents
evil ways, the remaining Egyptians undoubtedly would have followed their
lead. Behavior is not developed at random. The future generations followed
the first borns ways in continuing on this attitude of strict persecution and
destruction. It is for this reason the o¥n 121 in specific are given the spotlight
during the climax of all the mon.

o Similarly, the 5xaw ™>a1 were equally as influential on their subsequent
generations. They were in the position to change the trajectory of >xwrma as they
began their spiritual downward spiral. Let us not forget >axw 12 had dwindled
to the forty ninth level of nxmw. Since the first borns had an opportunity to
show the younger children what it means to be an authentic Jew, they bear
more responsibility than the rest. For this reason, we commemorate the saving
of the first born Jews with a fast. A fast is a time for introspection, wain nawn,
a time to resolve to change and not repeat one’s destructive ways. What better
way to commemorate the 5x7w» »121 than to utilize this day, the day they were
saved, to strengthen themselves to never repeat the same mistake.

« If the very essence of this fast is to ensure the spiritual commitment of the
first borns and to transmit these values to others, there is no better way to
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express it than through a Siyum on a Mesechta. When a person partakes in a
Siyum and celebrates the spiritual accomplishments of himself or others, he
is exhibiting the nwx xnn7 that we need from him. The Siyum in it of itself
replaces the entire need of the fast altogether. It is for this reason the Poskim
are more lenient on this fast over all others by way of a Siyum. By partaking in
a Siyum, they are expressing to themselves and others they have internalized
the importance of their commitment.

o We conclude this idea with the Psak of the Rama. When the =22 is a jop the
father has an obligation to fast in his place. As stated earlier, the =122 only
becomes the primary nw x xnnT when the age gap between father and child
begins to widen. However, when the m3a is still a 1vp, of course the father
maintains the role of the primary nmwx xnn. It is the father who bears the sole
responsibility for the son’s commitment to Torah and Mitzvos. Therefore, it is
logical to assign the father as a substitute for the fast of the =122 since it is he
who must remind himself of the critical role he plays for future generations.

Each of us are given a golden opportunity on Pesach to infuse the next
generation of nmn ma with an excitement and passion for Torah and Mitzvos.
Although much of the Seder night is predicated on ma7, telling over the story, the
most powerful tool we have to ensure Torah-committed children is the nmwx xnn7
we provide for them. It is the mwx xnnT that will resonate in our first borns more
than anything we can possibly command. They, in turn, will want to become that
same example for others to follow.
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